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PREFACE. 


The first volume by Mr. Oates on the Birds of British 
India was published in 1889 under the editorship of Dr. 
W. T. Stanford and it was then estimated that in this 
and the three succeeding volumes the number of species 
dealt with would exceed those enumerated in Jerdon’s 
classical 44 Birds of India ” by more than one half. Mr. 
Oates had been able to come to England on furlough and 
was thus able to utilize the collection of Indian birds in 
the British Museum, which included amongst other large 
collections Mr. Hume’s collection of 60,000 skins. The 
second of the volumes written by Mr. Oates appeared the 
following year but as he was unable to obtain an extension 
of his two years’ furlough he had to be content with issuing 
a somewhat smaller volume than usual. Still, he succeeded 
in covering the whole of the Passerine birds, the largest 
and most difficult of all the great orders. 

The two remaining volumes on Birds wore written by 
Dr. W, T. Blau ford and published respectively in 1895 and 
1898. 

These volumes on Birds have been for many years out of 
print, and there has been a constant demand for a re-issue of 
them. I.t is therefore with great pleasure that with the 
sanction of the authorities of the India Office 1 have been 
able to secure the services of Mr. E. 0, Stuart Baker in 
preparing this much needed new edition. 
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Dr. Blanford died in 1905. For twenty-seven years lie 
had been a member of the Indian Geological Society and 
had acquired a wide and deep knowledge of the geology of 
that great Empire. But he was a man of the utmost width 
of scientific interest. During his many journeys he kept a 
keen eye on the fauna of British India and it was this first¬ 
hand knowledge that enabled him so successfully to complete 
the great work begun by Mr. Oates. Dr. Blanford was an 
indefatigable worker and everything that he wrote was of 
the highest order of merit, marked bv thoroughness and 
accuracy. 


Mr. Oates survived his editor by six years. He had spent 
thirty-two years in the Public Works Department of India 
and had devoted all his spare time to the ornithology of 
British India. He was chiefly stationed in Burma and was 
undoubtedly the world's authority on the birds of that 
country. His u Birds of British Burma ” in two volumes is 
still a standard work, though it has perhaps been to some 
extent replaced by his later work in <( The Fauna of British 
India/’ 

He is described by those who knew him as being a lovable 
but at times hot-tempered man ; but officials who have spent 
a large part of their lives in the tropics are apt to be a little 
hot-tempered. The fact that Mr. A. 0. Hume made over to 
Oates the whole of his notes and correspondence when the 
latter was preparing his work on u The Nests and Eggs of 
Indian Birds” testifies to the high regard lie inspired in his 
contemporaries. On his retirement he was requested by the 
Trustees of the British Museum to catalogue their large 
collection of British eggs, and he prepared a manuscript 
of four volumes, covering about 50,000 specimens. The 
first two volumes of this Catalogue were issued during his 
lifetime. 

Both lie and Dr. Blanford are splendid examples of men 
carrying on thorough scientific work in the rare and sporadic 
intervals of exacting, official duties. 
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i hose who are responsible lor issuing these volumes may 
well congratulate themselves on having secured the services 
o£ Mr. E. 0. Stuart Baker. Mr. Baker is well known to 


all those in India who take an interest in ornithology and 
big game shooting. Ho is equally known to Ornithologists 
all over the world as a regular contributor for more than 
thirty years to the bis” and u Bombay Natural History 
Society’s Journal.” His volumes on Indian Game Birds are 
standard works and all who read these pages will recog¬ 
nise in his vivid descriptions of the habits and song of birds 
the work of a first-hand authority. 

The author has produced a work which combines the 
highest scientific standard with a system which readily 
enables the sportsman or amateur to identify the various 
birds of British India. He has himself drawn attention to 
the imperative need of the trinominal system of nomen¬ 
clature and lie has modernised tdie generic and specific 
names in accordance with the rules of the Internationa] 
Congress. 

In some cases it will be noticed that there is no name 
following the words “ vernacular names.” Jn these cases 
none have been recorded, but it is hoped that sportsmen and 
naturalists in India may in time be able to fill up these 
blanks. The extremely accurate and living drawings for the 
plates are the work of the author. They have been 
admirably reproduced by Messrs. Bale & Danielsson. 


7th July, 1922. 


A. E. SHTPLEY. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The present volume is the first of the series of the new edition 
of the ‘ Avifauna of British India/ and, funds permitting, it is 
proposed to bring out about one volume every two years until 
the work is completed. 

It has been my endeavour in writing this volume to disturb as 
little as possible the classification adopted by Oates in the first 
edition but during the thirty-two years that have elapsed since 
his first volume was published, much scientific work has been done 
and many discoveries made which have rendered alterations 
imperative ; some of these, unfortunately, are of a drastic nature. 

In the first place, the trinomial system has been adopted—a de¬ 
cision which has added ver\ greatly to the number of birds to be 
described, i.e. to the total number of species and subspecies, 
though, on the other hand, it has reduced the number of species, 
for it has relegated to their proper positions as subspecies or 
geographical races many forms which have hitherto improperly 
held the status of species. 

In using the trinomial system I have adhered to the follow¬ 
ing rules :— 

Forms, or groups of forms, have been named as specific when 
there are no forms known which directly connect them with other 
forms or groups of forms. 

Subspecies or geographical forms have been recognized when 
they differ in degree either in size, colour or some other 
characteristic from the forms with which they are most closely 
connected, yet, though linked with these forms by others which 
are intermediate, are themselves constant within some given area. 





It is true that a few island forms may not come very exactly 
under this definition, but in these eases the differences are such 
as are obviously parallel to those obtaining in non-isolated areas 
on the mainland. W he re evolution and isolation have evolved 
forms which are definitely divided from all others by some 
characteristic which is not one merely oi degree, I have treated 
them as distinct species. 

In India we are constantly meeting with the most intricate 
cases of subspecific variation, and a study of birds which admits 
the recognition of these geographical races and the wisdom of 
naming them affords infinitely greater interest both to the field 
and to the scientific worker than does the easier method of 
lumping them all together. For instance, to take two of our 
most common birds, the Indian House-Crow and the Red-vented 
Bulbul. Two species of the former and many of the latter have 
been recognized anti given specific names, although the differ¬ 
ences between them are in no way specific and are not any 
greater than the differences which exist in many other forms 
which have been left undivided. 

The second point to which reference must be made is the 
unfortunate necessity which has arisen for very numerous 
corrections in Oates' nomenclature. Such corrections cannot but 
be a source of some difficulty to the older race of field naturalists, 
and students who have learnt these names will now have to learn 
those which replace them. The younger generation will, how¬ 
ever, have the satisfaction of knowing that they are learning 
names which, with few exceptions, will be permanent; for,with 
strict adherence to the laws of priority, a time will soon come 
when we shall really have arrived at the bed-rock of nomen- 
datorial research. It should be mentioned here that I have had 
the unstinted help of Mr. Tom Iredale in this particular branch 
of the work, and his unrivalled knowledge of bibliography and 
nomenclature has been of inestimable help to me. 

Another difference between this and the preceding edition will 
also be noted. With the approval of the editor, Sir Arthur E. 
Shipley, the synonymy has bee?i reduced to references to the 
original description and to the Blanford and Oates’ edition of 
this work, io the former case the type-locality being given in 
brackets after the reference. The saving of space thus obtained 
and the use of briefer descriptions has given additional room for 
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field notes, which it is hoped will add to the value of the work 
both for held naturalists and the «on-scientific lover of birds, for 
whom they are principally written. 


As regards the classification, this is founded mainly on 
fladow'S work, but 1 have also had the valuable assistance of 
W. l\ Fycraft, and the results of his personal work will be found 
in almost every order, family and genus, I must, however, take 
upon my own shoulders any criticisms which may be made on the 
minor divisions in the Passeres, though, here again, my constant 
object has been to disturb as little as possible the careful work of 
Blanford and Oates. 

Ornithological work in India has hitherto been divisible into 
very definite periods. The first period was that prior to the 
publication of Jordons ‘Birds of India' in 1S62 and the sub¬ 
sequent eight or ten years when the leading figures were Jerdou 
himself, Hodgson and Blyth, who may be considered the fathers 
of Indian Ornithology. 

An account of the chief writers on Indian birds up to 1862 
was given by Jerdon in the Introduction to the first volume of 
the Birds ol India. J lie principal authors mentioned were 
Franklin, Tickell, Sykes, McClelland, Burgess, Adams, Tytler, 
Kelaart, Layard and Hutton, in addition to the three already 
mentioned. 

The next period, from about 1872 to 1898, may be termed 
Hume’s period, the other rfiost notable workers being Tueeddale, 
Wardlaw-Ramsay, Biddulph, Anderson, Elwes, Beavan, Scully', 
Sharpe, Stoliczka, Godwin-Austen, Brooks, Ball, King, Vidal, 
Me Master, Blanford, Legge, Oates and Barnes, with many other 
minor writers. 

The third period is that of Blanford and Oates, both leading 
Ornithologists in the preceding period but completely dominating 
the position on the publication of the ‘Avifauna of British 
India.’ Since these volumes saw the light, no big work has been 
published on Indian birds but Harington’s ‘Birds of Burma,’ 
Oates’ ‘Game-Birds of India,’ many popular works by Dewar, 
Finn and others, and the present writer’s different works on Indian 
Ducks, Pigeons and Game-Birds have appeared. In addition to 
these the ‘Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 'contains 
a mass of details on field ornithology by Harington, Osmaston, 
Davidson , Bel), Barnes, Inglis, Bailey, Whistler, Jones, Hopwood,' 
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Mackenzie, Tice hurst* Donald and others. There are many local 
catalogues, and, finally, Harington’s work on the Timaliidw, in 
which the writer had the pleasure oi ! co-operating. 

Anatomy has not been treated at the length it deserves, but 
those who intend to take up this much neglected but most im¬ 
portant branch of ornithology should refer to the well-known 
works of Dr. Hans Gadow, Huxley, Garrod, Broun, Fiirbringer, 
Forbes, Mtzsch ancl Parker, and to the more recent writers such 
as Pycraft, Beddard and Lucas. 

The would-be Ornithologist in India must also remember that 
it is not only the dry skins of birds which are required by the 
systematic who, though he may have the good fortune to work 
in big museums and other centres where masses of material are 
available for comparison and where good libraries are at hand for 
reference, yet urgently needs specimens, especially of the rarer 
forms in spirit, not only for anatomical purposes but for the 
study of PteryJosis etc. Again, poor skins of moulting birds are 
often more valuable than those in the finest condition of plumage, 
while the nestlings and young of many of the most common birds 
are still desiderata in the British Museum ancl other institutions. 

As regards nidification, it will be seen that I have devoted con¬ 
siderable space and detail to this portion, of a bird’s life-history. 
It is true that birds cannot he classified according to the eggs 
they produce, but at the same time it is equally true that a bird’s 
egg may be «a valuable clue to show us where we should expect to 
find its nearest allies or, on the other hand, may cause us to 
suspect that it should be removed from amongst those with which 
it is now placed. 

E. C. STUART BAKER. 

4th February, 1922. 
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Diagram or a Bird, to illustrate tlie tern; 

1. Forehead. I 20. 

2. Crown. 

3. Nape or occiput. 

1. Lores (space in front of eye).' 21 
5. ‘ Siiperciliom. 

0. Cheeks. 

7. Far-coverts. j 22. 

8. Upper mandible or maxilla. j 23. 

9. Lower mandible. 1 24. 

10. Cnlmen or upper profile of maxilla, j 25. 
I t. Commissure or line of junction of ! 20. 

the two mandibles. 27. 

12. Rictal bristles or vibrissa?. j 28. 

13. Chin. I 29. 

14. Throat. 30. 

15. Breast. 31. 

10. Abdomen. 32. 

17. Back. 33. 

18. Rump. 34. 

19. Scapulars. 35. 


inology of the plumage and limbs. 
Primaries (the earlier or outer¬ 
most 9 or 10 quills of the 
wing). 

Outer secondaries (wing-quills 
springing from the radius and 
ulna). 

Inner secondaries. 

Lessor wing-coverts, 

Median wing-coverts. 

Greater wing-coverts. 

Primary wing-coverts. 

Winglet or bastard-wing. 

Upper tail-coverts. 

Tail-feathers or rectrices. 

Under tail-coverts. 

'Tarsus. 

Hind toe or first too or hallux. 
Inner or second toe. 

Middle or third toe. 

Outer or fourth toe. 
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the closed wing. 

Auxiliaries are the lengthened feathers springing from the axilla 
or region beneath the base of the vving. 

Supplementary bristles or hairs are those springing from the side 
of the forehead in front of the ricfcal bristles. 

Nasal bristles or hairs are those springing from the front of the 
forehead and covering the nostrils. 


The measurements in this work are invariably in millimetre-, and 
are taken thus :— 

Length .—The distance from the tip of the. bill to the tip of the 
longest tail-feather, unless otherwise stated. 

Tail .—The distance from the root of the tail, generally indicated 
both in the fresh and dried state by the presence of a 
piece of llesli on the underside, to the tip of the longest 
feather. 

Wing .—The greatest distance from the bend of the wing to 
the tip of the longest primary, measured straight. When 
the wing is curved, it is flattened out for the purpose of 
measurement. 

Tcirstts .-*-The distance from the centre of articulation of the 
tarsus with the tibia to the base of the middle toe. 

Guhnen .—The distance in a straight line from the feathering 
of the forehead to the extreme tip of the beak. 




AVES. 

Bruns are distinguished from all other vertebrates by their 
covering of feathers. Though related to the Sep tiles, they differ 
in being warm-blooded—a feature which is correlated with a four 
chambered heart, in which the chambers are completely separated, 
thus preventing the intermixture of arterial and venous blood 
which obtains among the lower vertebrates. Of the right and 
left aortic arches present in the Reptiles, only the right persists 
in Birds and the left in Mammals. The skull, which presents no 
sutures in the adult, possesses but a single occipital condyle and 
the jaws are produced into a beak ensheathed in horn, whilst in 
more primitive, extinct species, they were armed with teeth! 
The lower jaw is a complex of several bones, but the right and' 
left rami are never separable as in Reptiles and many Mammals. 
Proximally the mandible articulates with the skull, after the 
reptilian fashion, by means of a quadrate bone. The fore-limb 
has become transformed into n “wing,” and the sternum, in 
accordance with the requirements of flight, has taken on the form 
of a broad, oblong plate, usually provided with a median keel for the 
attachment of the pectoral muscles, which have become excessively 
developed. In the hip-girdle the three elements of the pelvis 
have become fused. The ilium has become greatly elongated, and 
is closely applied to the vertebral column, preventing all move¬ 
ment between the vertebra? within its grip. As a, consequence, 
these vertebrae, which include more or fewer of the iiunbar, the 
sacral and a variable number of post-sacrais, have become welded 
together to form a synsacrum. In the hind-limb the proximal 
row of tarsa's have become fused with the shaft of the tibia to 
form a “ tibio-tarsus,” while the distal row have fused with the 
metatarsals to form a tarso-metatarsus. On this account the 
ankle-joint is “ inter tarsal’' as in many reptiles. Three of the 
four surviving metatarsals have fused to form a solid, cylindrical 
shaft or “ canuou-bone ” as in Dinosaurs, while the fourth has 
become reduced to a mere nodule of bone supporting the hallux. 
In many species the hallux has become reduced to a mere vestige, 
and, in some, it has disappeared altogether, whilst in the Ostrich 
(Struthio) but two toes remain. With the reptiles on the one 
hand, and the primitive mammals Echidna and Ornithorhynchvs 
on the other, birds agree in being oviparous. 

Hitherto most systems of classification have been founded on 
living birds only, and have therefore to some extent failed in their 
purpose. Birds have been commonly divided into two great 
groups or sub-classes, liatitm and OarinaUe , according to the 
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presence or absence of a median keel to the sternum. But these 
groups, though accepted by Blau ford and Oates, are very un¬ 
satisfactory, since in some flightless Carina tee the sternum has 
become reduced to the Batite condition. 

Taking into consideration birds both living and extinct, we have 
two well-defined sub-classes, the Archceornithes and JSeoniithes . 


Under view of the skull of a Raven, vo, vomer; nuvp, maxiUo-palatine 
process; pa, palatine; pig, pterygoid; q, quadrate; b.yph, basi-spbeaoid; 
sph.r, sphenoidal rostrum. 


The first is reserved for the Arclueopteryx with an elongated 
reptilian chain of caudal vertebrae, each bearing a pair of rectrices 
and having the jaws armed with teeth. The sub-class iXeornithes 
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neludes all living birds iti which 1 he vertebrae supporting the 
reef rices have become so abbreviated that the tail feathers have 
to be arranged fan-wise on either side of a fused mass of bones 
known as the “ pygostyle.” 

As regards the jVeornithes, the palate affords a much move satis¬ 
factory basis of division than the sternum. According to this, 
living birds are divisible into two further groups, the Palceognaikm 
and Neo’fnatho ?, the former in substitution for the Ratitm and the 
latter for the Qarinatce. 

Id the Palwognutha? the vomer is large, and articulates by 
squamous suture with the pterygoid, while the palatine is applied 
to the outer margin of the-vomero-pterygoid articulation. 

In the Nognatha? the palatines have shifted inwards, under 
the vomero-pterygoid articulation, to meet one another in the 
median line. The pterygoids, in early post-embryonic life, undergo 
a striking process of segmentation, inasmuch as that portion of 
their shafts Which rests upon the proximal end of the palatine snaps 
off, as it were from the main shaft, and fuses with the palatine. 
Later, at the point of fracture a cup-and-ball joint is formed, 
affording the strongest possible contrast with the squamous 
suture found in the Pakmjnnihcr. 

Where the vomer still retains some semblance of its former 
size, its proximal bifurcated end may just reach t he extreme tip 
of the anterior end of the pterygoid, but it now depends for its 
support not upon the pterygoid, but upon the palatine, as, for 
example, in the Penguins. But among the NognatJice the vomer 
displays a striking series of stages in degeneration, becoming more 
and more divorced from the pterygoid, until it finally assumes 
the -form of a minute nodule of bone, and at last, in the Gallim e, 
it becomes a mere spicule of bone held by a few tendinous fibres 
to the anterior border of the expanded ends of the palatines, and 
in some, as in the Falconidas for example, vanishes altogether. If 
nothing were known of the early post-embryonic developmental 
stages of the Neognat hint vomer, it would have been impossible 
to divine that the Neognathine was a direct derivative from the 
Palceognathine palate. 

These two orders, the Pala;ognathee and Neognat]im, must be 
divided further, for the Class Aves, in the course of its evolution, 
has split up into a vast number of different forms. The genetic 
relation of these forms or types to one another, and the precise 
affinities of the individual members of the various groups, should 
as far as possible find expression in any system of classification. 
These divisions may be known as Orders, which are again divided 
into Sub-Orders, Families, Genera and Species. 


Order I. PASSE It ES. 


This edition of the Fauna follows its predecessor in beginning 
with the Passeres. The classification and further division of this 
Group presents more difficulties than all the rest put together. 

.Briefly, tho Passeres may be defined as follows Skull 
segithognuthous (vomer truncated in front). Sternum with a 
large spinet externa, and no spina interna. Clavicle with expanded 
free ends. Hypotarsus complex. 

Wing lacking the biceps and ex pans or se con da riorum muscles. 
Thigh muscles having no accessory femoroeuudal or abiens 
muscles present. 

Only one carotid—the left—is present. Caeca are vestigial. 
Oil-gland nude. Wing eutaxio. 

The arrangement of the ISub-Orders adopted here is that of 
Gadow (BromTs Thier-reichs, Bd. vi., ii. Syst. Theil, 1893). 
But the subdivision of the Anisomyodi is based on that of 
Pycraft (P. Z. & 1905-0-7), his Oligotmjodi answering in part to 
that of Huxley (P. Z. S. 1867). 


Sub-Order. Group. 

I C'lamatores . 


r/2 

W 

pci 

W 

Tj 

(f± 

< 

Ph 


| Oligomyodi. 


Anisonayodi 


Family, 
j Enrykvmiduc. 

| Cotingidie. 

I Philepittidcu. 

( Pipruke. 

j Tyrannida?. 

I Pittkke. 

| Phytotomkke. 

{ Oxyrhampula-. 

f Fo tmiea riida). 

I) eudrocolaptkke, 
Furmiriidie . 


Sr lu Family. 


Track ooplxo me... 


Oonopophag-kke, 


Furnariimv. 

Sclerurin*. 

Synallaxiiue. 

M argar ornit kina? • 
Phylidorhiiuc. 

Ooiiopopha^inac. 

PtoroptocJjimt*. 

Hylaetiiu®. 


Xeiiiekke. 

f Meimrida?. 
f Oacines. 

Having regard to the fact that the main divisions of the 
Passeres are based on the structure of the syrinx, a brief summary 


Diacroinyodi . 
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of the essential features of this organ, in so far .’.as they concern 
the systematise may be welcome. 

The syrinx is the term applied to the lower end of the wind¬ 
pipe and the adjacent ends of the bronchi in birds, wherein t hese 
portions have become variously modified to form the organ of 
voice, which, in Mammals, is formed by the larynx — the upper 
end of the windpipe. "But while in the Mammals the larynx is a 
comparatively stable structure, in the birds the syrinx presents a 
very remarkable range of differences both iu regard to its funda¬ 
mental structural characters, as well as of musculature. 

Tor the present it must suffice to give a brief survey of the 
essential features of the syrinx in the Pa.sseres and, for systematic 
purposes, the musculature is the dominant factor. 

The syrinx, then, in this Group presents wide contrasts, 
even among Genera of the same Family, but nevertheless it 
conforms in its essential characters with that of the Aves as a 
whole. That is to 5 ay, it is formed of a number of bony or 
cartilaginous rings and semi-rings—some of which may be com¬ 
pletely or partially welded —held together by thin membranes 
which serve not merely to support the framework, but also in the 
production of the “ voice.” 

In the Anisomyodi the syringeal muscles are inserted either in 
the middle or on to the dorsal or ventral ends of the semi-rings. 



Syrinx-.of Vitta ungofenste (after Garrod, V. Z. S. 1876, pi. liii), showing the 
Atiisomyodian attachment of the intrinsic muscles at the middle of the bronchial 
semi-rings. There is also a single pair of bronchial muscles, continued down 
from the sides of the windpipe, insignificant in size, quite lateral, and termi ¬ 
nating by being inserted into the middle of the outer surface of the second 
bronchial semi-ring. 

In the Diacromifodi these muscles are inserted into both ends 
of the semi-rings. They may be limited always to one pair as 
in ClamatoreSj to two as in Oliyomyodi and some Tmcheophona*, 
or there may bo as many as seven pair3 as in the Oscines. 
But the structure of the syrinx itself, as apart from its 
musculature, has been, and still is, a feature of importance in 
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the classification of the Passeres—-as witness the Trucheophotw* 
Briefly three types of syrinx are recognized—the Tracheo¬ 
bronchial, the Tracheal and the Bronchial, the last two being 
derivatives of the first. The tracheo-bronchial is the type found 
in the Oscines and Sub-Oseiues. Herein the lower end of the 
trachea has the last four or live rings welded to form a little dice- 
shaped box communicating below with the bronchi. The 
bronchial rings I and II are closely attached to this box, 
while III forms a strong arcuate bar supporting a delicate 
sheet of membrane stretched between rings I and II on the 
one hand and IV on the other. The bronchial rings are in¬ 
complete on their inner aspects, their free ends supporting a 
“ tympanic membrane,” which plays an important part in voice 



Syrinx of a Magpie, showing the Diacromyoditm attachment of the intrinsic 
muscles at the ends of the bronchial semi-rings. The left-hand figure is a side 
view and ' be right-hand figure a dorsal view of the syrinx. The membranous 
parts between the bronchial semirings arid the internal iy tupaniform membrane 
are dotted ; II, III are the second and third bronchial semi-rings; T.i. the 
internal tympaniform membrane ; .«/, the muscle from the side of the trachea 
to the upper end of the clavicle; l, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, the syriwgeal muscles ; there 
is a 7th, which is hidden by the Gtb ; the 4th is hidden below and between the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 

production. At the junction of the bronchi with the trachea is a 
bony bar—the “ pessulus.” This supports a thin fold of mem¬ 
brane whose free edge cuts across the bottom of the dice-shaped 
box of the tracheal tube. . By its vibrations it acts like the free 
reed ” of an organ-pipe. Muscular lips extending from the 
inner surfaces of bronchial semi-ring III narrow the aperture on 
either side of the “reed ” during the production of the “ voice ” 
or song, and thus complete the mechanism of voice production. 

In the Tracheal syrinx a variable number of the lower tracheal 








rings are reduced in thick ness, leaving wide spaces filled by mem¬ 
brane. The range of sounds produced by this modification is 
much more limited than in the Tracheo-brorichial syrinx. 

Tn the Bronchial syrinx the voice is produced by modification 
of the bronchi. But as this, type does not occur among the 
Passeres, its description 'may be deferred. 

It is not the purpose of this survey to pass in review all the 
anatomical characters which have been used as aids to the glassifi¬ 
cation of this difficult Group, but rather to afford a concise summary 
of such as are regarded to-day as of importance. 



Sketch showing the arrangement of the deep plantar tendons in a 
passerine bird. (From P. Z. S. 1875. p. 317.) 


After the syrinx, systematiats seem to have relied most upon 
the plantar tendons of the foot. Sometimes, indeed, too much 
reliance seems to have been placed upon these ; that is to say, a 
too arbitrary use has been made of the evidence they afford. 

Of these tendons two only are specially recognized in this con¬ 
nexion. These are the Flexor profundus digitorum and the Flexor 
longus hallucis. The first named arises from the greater part of 
the hinder face of the. fibula and tibia, beneath all the other 
flexors, and at the intertarsal joint passes into a tendon, which, 
running through a perforation in the metatarsal tubercle, divides 
just above the distal end of the tarso-metatarsus, sending a slip 
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to each front toe. The Flexor loagus haUucis arises from the 
outer condyle of the femur and from the intercondylar region. 
It accompanies , and is closely associated with, the fbl. prof undus 
throughout its whole length. Passing also into the tendinous 
condition at the infcertarsal joint, it crosses the FI. profundus 
tendon near its middle, from behind and from without inwards 
to be inserted on the terminal phalanx of the hind toe. 
Tins, at least, is what obtains in all the Passeres save the 
Fiirylceniidw, where the hallucxs tendon anchors itself to the 
profundus tendon at the point where the two tendons cross, 
by a number of tendinous fibres, to form what is known as a 
“vinculum.” No less than eight different inodes of anchorage 
between these two tendons are recognized. The typical Passeri- 
form type is No. VII. of this series; that of the Eunjlmnidce is 
No. I.* 

Nitzsch, in laying the foundations of the study of the pterylosis, 
opened up a held of great promise, which, so far, has. only very 
partially been explored by svstematists. The attempt to use the 
number of the remiges as a factor in the subdivision of the Passeres 
lias only resulted in the formulation of a test which is based on 
error. Thus, in the previous edition of this work an attempt 
was made to form two Groups of Passeres, the one displaying 9, 
the other 10 primaries. This was unfortunate, since all the 
so-called 11 9-priinaried ” Passeres possess 10 remiges, while many 
of the so-called “ 10-primaried ” Passeres possess 11 remiges. 
The error has arisen from n failure to distinguish vestigial quills 
and their coverts. In the “ 9-primnried ” Passeres the 10th may 
be reduced to the vanishing point. Where the 10th primary is 
conspicuously long, as in the Corvidae, the 11th will he found as 
a “ rerjicle,” 1 cm. or more in length. Bearing these facts in 
mind, there can be no objection, for the sake of convenience, 
to the continued use of the division into 9-primaried and 10-pri- 
maried wings, the remicle being in both cases a negligible 
quantity. 

So far, unfortunately, Ornithologists have made no more use of 
pterylosis than this numbering of the wing and fail.-leathers. 
A vast amount of work has yet to be done, in investigating 
the pterylosis of the trunk, for the r-ake of the evidence it v'111 
unquestionably furnish as to the relationship of forms whose 
affinities can at the present be no more than guessed at. The 
Farida% Awpelida, Oriolidce afford cases in point. True, we 
cannot discover this evidence by a study of the pterylosis alone— 
the osteology and myology of these puzzles must also be taken 
into account—but we shall have made great strides when this 
pfceryological work has been thoroughly done. It is to be hoped 
that those who use these volumes will endeavour to take up this 
much neglected work. 

The juvenile or “nestling” plumage of the Passeres affords very 
valuable data to the systematise In the last edition of this 
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i it was pointed out that the juvenile plumage of the 
^ Pd-pri marled ” Pas seres seemed to consist of five types. li In 
lie first the nestling* resembles the adult female; in the second 
nestling resembles the adult female but is more brightly 
loured and generally suffused with yellow; in the third the 
c esfcling is cross-barred; in the fourth it is streaked; in the fifth 
1 ul last mottled or squamated.” 

a, These divisions of the Passe res seem to be of great importance 
i have been adopted in this edition with but very minor 
anc ifications. 

mocl,,, whole system of classification here accepted is merely pro- 
. ' "hI and does not, and cannot, pretend to be final, but it is 
' 1 ' ,l0, phat it will provide a sound basis upon which future 
hoped_ Agists can work. No classification will he found upon 
Urnitl)t lere i 8 universal agreement. Many Ornithologists hold 
wtucli j 1st it is sound science to split species ad infinitum, it is 
tiiat, wf ," SC i eut i)5ie to use the same arguments for splitting 
equally i j families. I have considered classification purely as a 
guieia nnq end i. e. to enable the student to recognize any bird 
means to a, an j position he desires to ascertain. If “ lumping ” 
wiose nam« m ,,, this, i ] lave amalgamated genera and families; 

P citing huge, unwieldy families, will lead to 
, : r " ' t have split them so as to render his work easier 

his confusion, ’jE ach Order will be dealt with in turn as it is 
aua quicKei . succeeding volumes, 
reached m tin 

Scheme f Indian Passerine Families . 

m ^ rom.) Syrigial. muscles of *Vne syrinx 
A, (liiACHO^ n the ends of the bronchial semi-rings, 
inserted the mandibles never serrated though 
a. I he eogjum^notched. 

l fi ^ ue :guo non-tubular and not bifid or tufted. 
a . I orhe hinder part of the tarsus longitudinally 
a • laminated. 

a . Wing with ten primaries, the 11th too 
minute to be seen. 

a\ Nostrils, clear of the lin4 of the fore¬ 
head and nearer the commissure than 
the culmen. 

Plumage of the nestling like that of 
the adult female, but duller and 
sometimes darker, 

id. Nostrils completely hidden by 
feathers or bristles. 

«v First primary exceeding half 
the second in length ; plumage 

glossy and firm.. Corvidae. 

h\ First primary less than half 

second-‘ . Paridae. 

c 7 . First primary exceeding half 

second ; plumage lax and soft. Paradoxorni- 

thiaae. 


a* 
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V\ Nostrils bore or merely over¬ 
hung bv hairs or plumelets. „ 

<f. Bictal bristles always present. 
a*. Inner and hind toe very un¬ 
equal . Sittidae. 

b*. Inner and bind toe equal. 

{(\ Wing rounded, tarsus long 

and strong . . Timaliidse. 

b\ Wing more pointed, tarsus 

less strong and long .... Pycnonotidae. 
e 7 . Bictal bristles absent. 

Tail-feathers stifl’and pointed. Certhiidse. 
d\ Tail-feathers soft and rounded. Troglodyti 
V\ Mu mage of nestling mottled or * dae - 

squama ted. 

c ,e . Nostrils not covered by any hairs. 

f7. Hictal bristles absent. . . Cinclidaf 

(/. Hictal bristles present .... Turdid- 
cV\ Nostrils moro or less covered by 

hairs . Muscic 

0 s , Plumage of nestling cross-barred. ipicaa?. 

e". Folded wings not reaching beyond 
middle ol tail, 

h 7 . Shafts of rump-feathers soft .. Lani 

Shafts of rump-feathers spinous. Cair.dae. 

/ 6 Folded wings reaching to tip of pephagidae. 

J * tail.'. *** 

d*. Plumage of ne>tling spotted with ^unidas. 

white.. . 

6 ■ \ Plumage of nestling like the ftditfs, uridae. 

ohot brighter . Syly, 

f\ Plumage oa t\nestling like the Uults, 'uaae. 

but prior.Regi 

(f. Plumage of nestling streaked. liiaae. 

y 1 . Rictal bristles present. 
j\ Nostrils covered with hairs .. Ireni 
k\ Nostrils quite exposed. ^ ■ 

e H , First primary at least half 

length of second . Oriolica 

f* t First primary less than half 

second. . . ..! Etilabetidas. 

h\ Without rictal bristles .... - Stumidae. 

/A Nostrils pierced, partly within line of 
forehead and nearer cuimen than. 

commissure . Ploceidae. 

b\ Wing with nine primaries, the 10th 
obsolete. 

c\ Bill conical, pointed and entire, the 
longest secondaries reaching to a 
point midway between the middle 

and top oi wing. Fringillidse. 

d x . Bill long, slender ‘and notched, the 
longest secondaries reaching almost 

to tip of wing .IVCotacillidas. 

e*. Bill Hat, bvoa" and notched, the longest 
secondaries reaching to the middle 
of wing .. Hirundinidae. 
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p. The hinder pavt of the tarsia transversely 

scutellated.. 

h x . Tongue tubular ., • * .. 

c l . Tongue bifid, with small brushes at tip. 

cr, I'liimage not metallic.... 

d' 2 . Plumage move or less metallic.. 

0. The edges of the mandibles finely serrated on 

the terminal third of their edges... 

B. ( Anisomyodi.) Syvingial muscles inserted ei ther 
in the middle, or on the dorsal or ventral ends of 
the bronchial semi-rings. 

c. Flexor lom/us kattucis and Flexor profundus 

di(/itornru not united with a vinculum ...... Pitt id® 

d. Flexor long us hallucis and Flexor profundus 

dwitorurn joined near the centre with a vin¬ 
culum . .. . Eurylae 


Zoster opidae. 
Chalcopariidae 
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Fig. 1. — Urocism m. occipitalis. 


Family COBVIDJK. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of tj ie 
bronchial semi-rings. The edges of both mandibles 0 r 

the upper one simply notched; hinder aspect of tarsu c smooth, 
composed of two entire longitudinal laminae ; win g 
primaries; tongue non-tubular; nostrils clear cAi the n e 0 £ 
forehead, the lower edge of the nostril generally nearer to *} ie 
commissure than the upper edge is to the cr-dmen ; plumage 
the nestling like that of the adult but paler ; nostrils hidden b ; 
feathers and bristles; rectric&s twelve; >exes absolutely alike"; 
an autumn moult only. 

In this family the first primary is longj> exceeding half the 
length of the second, whilst the bill exceedvs i*ts depth in length. 

It contains the Crows, Magpies, Jays, Nutcrackers, an& 
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Choughs. All species are resident within the limits of this work 
except the Book and the Hooded Crow, which are winter visitors 
to the North and North-West. Their summer quarters are, how¬ 
ever, not far off and their migrations are only partial and local 
The members of the genera Corpus , or the true Crows, Pica, 
the Magpies, Nuoifraga , the Nutcrackers, and Pyrrhoeorax, the 
Choughs*, are birds of wide distribution but the members of the 
other genera are nearly all restricted to small areas. 

The Corvidae vary a good deal inter se in structure and habit. 
In one or two genera the nostrils are not so completely hidden 
by bristles as in the typical Crow. The majority feed completely 
on the ground, others are strictly arboreal. They all agree in 
laying four or five spotted eggs except certain species of the 
genus Podoccs , which lay white eggs in burrows. The mode of 
nidification of the remaining genera varies greatly, some 
species breeding in holes of trees and cliffs, the others, the 
majority, constructing large nests of sticks and twigs. Most of 
them are omnivorous, but some of the smaller tropical species 
appear to confine their diet to insects. 

The Corrida ?, as a family, have few characters in common, and 
yet there is no group of birds which is more easily recognized. 

Key to Genera . 

A. Nostrils distant from forehead about one- 

third length of hill; nnrial bristles rigid and 
straight, reaching to about middle of bill; 
or rictal bristles and feathers of face absent. 

a. Tail much shorter than wing. Corvus, p. *20. 

h. Tail much longer than wing . Pica, p. 37. 

B. Nostrils distant from forehead less than one- 

quarter length of hill; narial bristles or 
plumes short, never reaching to middle of 
bill. 

c. Tail greatly graduated, outer feathers less 

than half length of tail. 
a'. Middle tail-feathers uniformly wide 
throughout or widening gradually to¬ 
wards tip. 

a". Bill red or yellow. 

a Tail more than twice length of 

wing .. UwoCissa, p. 40. 

b"\ Tail less than twice length of 

wing .. Oissa, p. 45. 

b", Bill black . .... Denprocitta, p. 47. 

b'. Middle tail-feathers suddenly broadening 

towards tip . Crypsirhina, p. 50. 

d. fail not much graduated, outer feathers 

more than half length of tail. 
c'. Graduation of closed tail less than length 
of tarsus; rictal bristles extremely 

long.. .. . . . Platysmxjrus, p. 58. 

c2 
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d\ Graduation of tail more than length of 
tarsus; rictal bristles moderate or 
obsolete. 

c". Nostrils nearer edge of cm linen than 
to lower edge of upper mandible, 
o'". Hill about half length or head, 

deep and notched. G aiuuti/us, p. 59. 

d' n . Bill about same length as head, 

slender and not notched . Nucifrag a, p. 60. 

d". Nostrils nearer lower edge of upper 
mandible than to cuimen. 
e". Wings long, falling short of the tip 
of the tail by less than length of 

tarsus ... Pyiu tnoc or a a , p. 00. 

f". Wings short, falling short of the 
tip of the tail by more than length 
of tarsus... Podocks, p. 71. 

Genus CORVUS Linn., 1760. 

The genus Corpus contains the Eavens, Crows, Kooks and 
Jackdaws. Seven species are found in India, several of which are 
divisible into well-marked geographical races, some of which were 
ranked by Oates as species whilst others equally easily differen¬ 
tiated were altogether ignored. Of the seven species some are 
•widely distributed and well known to all, and others are confined 
to the Himalayas and the north-west portion of the Empire, 
Corvus has the plumage black throughout or nearly through¬ 
out, and may he recognized by the position of the nostrils, which 
are placed far forward, about one-third the length of the bill from 
the forehead, and are entirely concealed from view by a multitude 
of very stiff, straight bristles that reach the middle of the bill. 
In these characters this genus agrees with the Magpies; but 
the latter may be separated by the length of the tail, w hich is 
very much longer than the wing, and the shape of the first 
primary, which is figured on p. 37. 

The Crows are with two exceptions resident, the other two 
being only winter visitors. 

The Rook forms a partial exception to the general characters 
given above for determining Cowus. Up to nine months of age 
it has the ordinary stiff bristles over the nostrils, but at that age 
it casts them all off, as well as the feathers on the front part of 
the head. Its appearance in this state is well depicted in the 
figure of the head given on p. 31. 

Key to Species. 

A. Size large, wing always over 380 mm. (\ cor ox* p. 21. 

B. Size smaller, wing always under 380 mm. 
a. Crown and neck concolorous or nearly so. 

a'. Lower plumage with little doss, and this 
blue or green; bill stout, face feathered 
in adults. 
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«"• ^innagre intensely black, feathers of 
hind neck firm and glossv with 

*Wts.. . .. a corone, p. 24. 

J . I lumage not so black, leathers of hind 
neck soft and decomposed with in- 

conspicuous shafts. C. coronoides, p. 25 . 

o . Lower plumage intensely glossed with 
blue and purple, bill slender, face of 

i ,“ d,,1 i ts . bare ...,. C.fruyiUguB, p. .10. 

. Hind neck grey or ashy, contrasting with 
black crown, 

C ; Wing exceeding 300 mm . a comix, p. 32. 

« • VV ing never as much as 300 mm. 
c . Chin and throat deep black contrasting 

... br “ wt ... . c. splendens, p. 32. 

d . Chin and throat grey like breast .... C. mmedula, p. 36. 


Corvus corax. 

Key (o Subspecies. 

A. Plumage glossy black, the brown tint if 
present almost imperceptible. 

a. Wing averaging about 420 mai. Bill about 

71 min. Throat-hackles short. <?. c. laurencei, p. 21. 

b. Wing averaging about 500 mm. Bill about 

81 nun. Th roat-hacldes long. C c. tibetanm. p. 23. 

j>. I lumage very brown on neck, upper back and 

SCR P ul3 '- s ... C. c. ruficollis, p. 23. 


(1) Corvus corax laurencei. 

The Punjab Eaven. 

Corots laurencei Hume, Lab. to Yark., p. 235 (1873) (Punjab) 
Corvus covax. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 14 (1889). 

Vernacular names. The European Eaven • DomUak Doda 
(Mind, in the xS.W,); Kargh (Candahar). 

Description. Entirely black, glossed with steel-blue, purple 
and lilac; the throat-hackles short and not very conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill and legs shining black. 

Measurements. Length from about 000 to 620 mm. • wine 
from 400 to 440mm.; tail about 240 mm.; tarsus about 60mm * 
culmen about 64 mm. to 75 mm. 

Distribution. Punjab, Bombay, United Provinces and JNVW. 
rovinces, and a rare straggler into Kashmir and Central India 
U occurs also in Sind, but in the N.E. of that province the 
Brown-necked Eaven takes its place. 

Outside of India the Punjab Eaven is found through Baluchis¬ 
tan, s. 1 ersia, Mesopotamia, Southern Asia Minor and .Northern 
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Palestine. It is not easy to separate the breeding ranges of 
ruficoUis and laurencei , but the former appears to be essentially a 
bird of deserts and bare hills whilst the Punjab Haven is more 
a bird of wooded country, though both are great wanderers and 
overlap one another constantly in their non-breeding haunts. 

Nidi float ion. This Haven makes a large nest of sticks, sometimes 
lined with a little wool, leaves or smaller, softer twigs and places 
it near the top of a tree either in the open or in thin forest. The 
eggs number from four to six, generally four or five and are a 
pale blue-green marked with deep brown and with underlying 
marks of pale grey and neutral tint. The markings are usually 
thickly distributed over the whole surface but are sometimes 
holder and blacker and more sparse, making the eggs very hand¬ 
some in appearance. They are typically rather long ovals. They 
average about 50*7 X 33*6 mm. The breeding season is from 
the end of December to early March. 



a 



h 


Pig. 2. ~ A throat-hackle of the Eaven of Sikkim (a) and of the 
Raven of the Punjab (/;). 

Habits. The Punjab Eaven is a very bold, confiding bird and 
has all the habits of the Common Crow, attending camps and 
villages and going about without fear but with the wariness of 
his tribe. Hume has noticed how a large number of Ravens dio 
annually in the autumn on their first arrival in Sind from no 
apparent cause. This form* of Eaven will not be found far 
from trees in the breeding season, nor does it haunt hills and 
mountains of any great elevation, though it has been found at 
about 6,000 feet in the Simla Hills by Mr. P. Dodsworth. 
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(2) Corvus corax tibetanus, 

The Tibet Ha vest. 


Corvus tibetanus Hodgs., Ann. Mag. N. IT., (2) iii, «p. 203 (1849) 
(Tibetj. 

Corvus corav. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 14. 

Vernacular names. The Tibet Raven, Jerd.; Neka-wdk (Tibetan). 

Description. A much bigger, more powerful bird than the 
Punjab Haven, with a bigger bill and the lanceolate hackles of the 
throat much longer and more pointed than in that bird. 

Measurements. Wing from about 480 to 530 mm., nearly 
always between 490 and 610 mm. Culmen about 80 mm. and 
running up to 85 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Kashmir to Eastern Tibet, 
including Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills north of the Brahmaputra 
in Assam. 

Nidification. The breeding season of this fine Haven appears to 
be from early March to the middle of April and the eggs are 
generally laid whilst the whole country is still under snow. It 
appears to nest both in cliffs and in stunted trees and is not un¬ 
common on the great Gyautse Plateau at 12,000 to 14,000 feet, 
nesting on the willows and thorn-trees. Mandelli also took its 
nest in Sikkim. The eggs number three to five in a clutch and 
taken as a series are very different from those of either lauvencei or 
ruficollis. In general colour they are very dull, brown eggs; the 
grouud-colour is much less blue or green-blue and the markings 
are more numerous, yet smaller and less bold in character. 

Twenty eggs average 49*0 x 35*6 mm. A broader, bigger egg 
than that laid by either of our other Indian Havens, though we 
have but few to judge from. 

Habits. The Tibet Haven is a bird of lofty regions, being met 
with up to 18,000 feet in the summer and seldom below 9,00ofeet 
even in mid-winter. Its note is said to he a harsher, deeper croak 
than that of the Punjab Haven, and over most of its range it is a 
much shyer, wilder bird, though it is said to haunt the vicinity of 
villages in Tibet. It was also reported as common all along"the 
route taken by the Military Expedition to Lhassa, frequenting 
the camps, feeding on the animals that died on the march and 
acting as regular scavengers. 


(^) Corvus corax ruficollis. 

The Browy-yecked Eayey. 


Corvus ruficollis Lesson, Trait# d’Orn., p. 329 (1831) (Africa). 
Corvus umbrinus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 15. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Billers from other Indian forms of Haven in 
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being a much browner bird in genera] coloration, more especially 
so on the neck and shoulders. The neck-hackles are even shorter 
than in laitrencei and it is rather smaller also than either of the 
previous forms. 

Measurements. Wing about 400 mm. and ranging between 
380 and 420 mm. The bill in the Indian form is also more 
slender than it is in either the Tibet or Punjab Raven. 

Distribution. Sind, Baluchistan, S. Persia, Palestine and 
N. Africa to Abyssinia. 



Fig. 3.—A throat-hackle of 0. c. rtyfeolZis, 


Nidification. The Brown-necked Raven builds in cliff's or river 
banks throughout its whole area. In Baluchistan it apparently 
occasionally breeds in the rocky sides of the steeper and more 
broken gorges and cliffs. In South Palestine it breeds in great 
numbers in the river banks or in the many precipitous ravines 
in that country and the little that is on record concerning its 
breeding elsewhere agrees with this. It usually lays four eggs, 
often three only and sometimes live. Col. R. Meinertzhagen 
took a fine series of the eggs near Jerusalem. They are very 
small and can hardly be distinguished from those of a Carrion- 
Crow but they are rather poorly marked on the whole, less brown 
than those of the Tibet Raven but much less richly coloured than 
those of the Punjab Raven. They measure about 45*0x31*5 mm. 
The breeding season in Palestine seems to commence in early 
March, but in Baluchistan they Jay in December and January. 

Habits. This is essentially a bird of the desert or of rocky 
barren coasts and hills and wherever such are intersected by cul¬ 
tivated or better forested areas the Punjab Raven or some other 
form takys its place. It is a more companionable bird than either 
of its Indian relations and where it is most numerous several pairs 
may be seen consorting together. 

Meinertzhagen, who has recently examined a mass of material, 
is unable to detect any characters by which umbrinus of India 
to Palestine can be separated from ruficollis of Africa. 

(l) Corvus' corone orientalis. 

The Eastern Carrion-Crow, 

Conus orientalis Eversm., Add. Rail. Zoogr., ii, p. 7 (1841) 
(Buch tarana). 

Corvus corone. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 10. 




Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole plumage very glossy black, the feathers 
of the hind neck firm and with glistening shafts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; legs and bill shining black. 

Measurements. Length about 500 mm.; wing about 330 to 
350 mm.; tail about 190 mm.; culineu about 58 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus about the same, 

The Eastern Carrion-Crow differs from the Common Carrion - 
Crow in being decidedly bigger, a more glossy 51W-biack in colour 
and in having the outer tail-feathers more graduated. 

Distribution. Siberia from the Yenesei to Japan, south to 
Central Asia, Afghanistan, Eastern Persia, Kashmir, Tibet and 
N. China. Whitehead found it common in the Upper Kurram 
Valley. 

Nidification. The Eastern Carrion-Crow is resident where 
found, but within Indian limits very little has been recorded 
about its history. It nests in the Kurram Valley, whence White- 
head sent me eggs, and also in Kashmir, from which’ State I have 
received others. It builds in trees and very often near villages 
or buildings, laying three to five eggs, which cannot be dis¬ 
tinguished from those of the Common Carrion-Crow. 

Habits. The Carrion-Crow is found up to 1,400 feet and higher 
during the hot weather but certainly breeds as low as 5,000 feet. 
In the winter it descends much lower and it was obtained by 
Magrafch at Barum, From its superficial resemblance to the 
Common Jungle-Crow it is possibly often overlooked and it may 
prove to be not uncommon in the plains in the extreme north¬ 
west of India. Tn Kashmir it is not rare but haunts the wilder 
parts of the country, though on the Afghanistan and Baluchistan 
frontier it is, according to Whitehead, generally found in the 
neighbourhood of villages and mankind. 

Its voice is the usual croak of its tribe and its food is as 
omnivorous as that of the western bird. 

Corvus coronoides. 

The Jungle-Ceo\v. 

Our Indian Jungle-Crows have hitherto been known by the 
name of macrorhynehus , a name which really applies to their 
Javan cousin, but they are merely races of the Australian Jungle- 
Crow, and must therefore be known specifically by the name 
coronoides , though they form several well-defined subspecies. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Wing about 305 mm., bill about (Klimn, . C. c. levaillanti, p. 27. 

H. Wing about 290mm., bill about 56 min. . C. c. culminates, p. 28. 

O. Wing about 3JO ra m. 

a. Bill about 60 mm., more slender. C. c. intermedins, p. 28. 

b. Bill about 65 mm., more massive _ C. c, andammeoim, p. 29. 
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A feature which is also of some use in distinguishing geo¬ 
graphical races is the colour of the bases of the feathers. In 
southern birds these are nearly always very dark, in Central Indian 
birds they vary a great deal from pale dirty white to dark, whilst 
in the northern mountain birds when fully adult they are 
generally pale and often pure white. Andaman birds seem 
invariably to have the bases to their feathers a very pure white, 
and differ in this respect from their nearest allies in Assam and 


Pig. 4. Head of C. coran aides. 


5.—Foot of C. coronoides. 


Burma, from which it may be found necessary to separate them; 
they agree with these, however, in their very heavy bills. 

As so much of the material for examination in museums is 
unsexed, it has been very difficult to draw conclusions from 
measurements. It must be remembered, however, that females 
on the whole run smaller than males and certainly have smaller, 
slighter hills. Although non~migratory birds and in their wilder 
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haunts keeping to very restricted areas, the races which have 
taken to scavenging cities and villages for food probably travel 
over very wide areas in the non-breeding season and the result of 
this habit is that we are often faced with conflicting measurements 
from the same locality. 

It is most noticeable in the geographical races of this Crow that 
the eggs are more easily differentiated than the birds themselves. 

(5) Corvus coronoides levaillanti. 

The Indian Jungee-Chow. 

Corvus levaillanti Less., Traits d’Ori)., p. #28 (18#]) (Bengal). 

Corvus macrorhynchus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 17. 

Vernacular names. The Indian Corby, the Slender-billed Croiv , 
Jordon; D7iar or Dhal-Kawa (Hindi in the North); Karrial (Hindi); 
Dad-Kawa , Jungli-Kawa (Bengali). 

Description. Upper plumage glossy black, except the hind 
neck and sides of neck, which are almost glossless, and of which 
the feathers are disintegrated and silky, not of the intense black 
of the other parts, and with the shafts not conspicuously different 
from the webs. 

Colours of soft parts. 1 ris brown, or very dark almost black- 
brown ; legs, feet and bill black. 

Measurements. Length from about 430 to 510 mm. (about 
17 to 20 inches); tail about 170 to 200 nun.; wing about 
304 mm., but varying from about 290 to 330 mm.; culiueu 
about 60 mm. 

Distribution. The Common Indian Jungle-Crow extends over 
the whole of India south of the Himalayas, as far South as the 
Deccan and on the East to about the latitude of the Madras 
Presidency. To the North-east it is found up to the Bay of 
Bengal, but east of the Brahmaputra its place is taken by the 
Burmese form.' 

Nidification, The breeding season of this race of Jungle- 
Crow over the greater portion of its habitat is from the middle of 
December to the middle of January but in the north-eastern 
portion of its range, such as Behar, Oudh, etc., it appears to lay 
in March and April. The nest is a very well-made neat cup of 
small and pliant twigs, much and compactly intermixed with 
leaves, moss, etc., and well lined with hair, grass or wool. It is 
generally placed high up in some tree, away from villages and 
towns but may occasionally also be found building right inside the 
streets of big cities. 

The eggs number four or five, rarely six, ami are quite typical 
Crows* eggs, but, compared with those of the hill races, are much 
smaller and much paler in general tint. In shape also they 
average longer in proportion. One hundred eggs average 39*6 x 
28’9 mm. 


COIIVIDJE. 



Habits. Normally the Jungle-Crow is, as its name implies, a 
bird of the forests and jungles rather than of cities and civiliza¬ 
tion : at the same time this particular race has taken to emulating 
the Indian House-Crow in haunting the abodes of men and, even 
where it still keeps to the jungles, generally selects places within 
easy distance of some village, possibly for the sake of the food it 
is able to scavenge from it. It is not nearly so gregarious as 
the House-Crow, and, except in the towns, each pair has its own 
special territory, from which it excludes all others of its own kind. 


(6) Corvus coronoides culminates. 

The Southern Jungle-Crow. 

Corvus cu/minatus Sykes, P. Z. 8., 1832, p. 90 (Deccan). 

Corvus iinterorhynchts. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 17. 

Vernacular names. JJheri-fcawa ( Hind. South): Kaki (Telegu); 
Kadu-Kaka (Tel. Tray an core) ; Kaka (Tamil) ; Goyeyamma Kaka 
(Ceylon). 

Description. Only differs from the previous bird in being 
smaller, with generally a smaller, more slender bill and in having 
the bases to the feathers nearly always dark in the adult as in the 
young. 

Colours of soft parts as in leva iliainti. 

Measurements. Wing from 272 to 305 mm., in one case 
only 319 (possibly a wanderer), and averaging about 291 mm. 
Culmen about 55 to 56 mm. 

Distribution. India in the Madras Presidency southwards, 
the Deccan and south through Malabar and Travancore to the 
south of Ceylon. 

Nidification. In the northern portion of its habitat this Crow 
breeds in December to February, but in Ceylon it breeds in June 
and July, though possibly in other months also. The nest is 
similar to that of the Common Indian Jungle-Crow, but the 
60 eggs available for measurement average only 38*0x28*1 mm. 
In colour they seem to be richer and darker than those of the 
northern bird and to be of a stouter, shorter oval. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other races, but it is perhaps 
more really a jungle bird than is levailiantL In Ceylon it is said 
(Wait) to keep much to the coastal areas, which are well forested. 


(7) Corvus coronoides intermedius. 

The Himalayan Jungle-Crow. 

Corvus intermedius Adams, P. Z. 8., 1859, p. 171 (Kashmir). 

Corvus macrorhynchus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 17. 

Vernacular names. Ulakpho (Lbpcha); Ulak (Ehutea). 
Description. A very large bird with a bill little if anything 
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larger than that of the Northern Indian race. In adults the 
bases of the feathers are generally pale and in some pure white. 

Colours of soft parts as in levaillmiti. 

Measurements. Wing averaging over 330 mm. and running 
up to as much as 368 in two birds, one from Simla and one from 
Sikkim. 

If birds from only the higher portions of their habitat were 
taken, the wing average would probably be well over 340 mm., but 
the average is greatly decreased by late summer birds, which may 
well be visitors from the plains wandering into the hills after 
breeding. Thus both in Murree and Mussoorie individuals occur 
with wings of about 290 rnm. and there is a specimen in the 
British Museum from Gilgit with a wing of only 285 nun. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan to Bhutan 
and ? Dafla Hills. 

Nidification. This form is essentially a jungle-breeder, though 
it may place its nest in forest not far from habitations. 'Round 
about Simla the deodar is a favourite nesting site, the nest being 
placed very high up and even better and more compactly built than 
that of the plains 7 birds. The clutch is bigger also, five being not 
uncommon and six sometimes met with. The eggs average 
44*8 x80*0 nun. and are much more richly and brightly coloured 
than are the eggs of the plains 7 birds. The breeding season lasts 
'from the middle of March to the end of May. 

Habits. The Himalayan Jungle-Crow is found from the foot¬ 
hills up to at least 10,000 feet, though it may not be common at 
this elevation. Birds from the hot country below 1,000 or even 
2,000 feet elevation are intermediate between the plains and the 
mountain forms and cannot be correctly assigned to either. 
This is, of course, the case in intermediate areas between 
geographical races of all species. 

The Himalayan bird is not so much addicted to haunting the 
vicinity of human habitations as is the Common Jungle-Crow and 
pairs may be found inhabiting stretches of forest far from any 
camp or village. Its voice is notably louder and deeper than 
that of the plains 1 bird. 


( 8 ) Corvus coronoides andamanensis. 

The Andaman J' cxgle-Ckow, 

Corvus andamanensis Tytler, Beavnn, Ibis, 1866, p. 420 (Pt. Blair, 
Andamans). 

Corvus macrorhynchus. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 17. 

Vernacular names. Kdk-sorai , Jungla Kalc-sorai (Assamese); 
ffacjrani Dao-ka (Cacliari); Inrui-kak (Kncha Naga); Yo-kak 
(Kuki); Tciw-chegan (Burmese) ; Kwak (Siamese). 
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Description. This race is distinguished from the Himalayan 
bird by its long, very stout bill and from the other races bv its 
greater size. 

Measurements. Wing about 325 mm.; the males run from 
304 to 345 mm. and the females from about; 290 to 321 mm. 
The bill is very long, never under 58, generally well over 60 and 
running up to 70 mm., the average being about 65 mm. In 
addition to its length it is stouter and heavier than in anv other 
form. 

Distribution. Andamans, Assam, Burma, anti iNorth and 
West Siam. I cannot find any satisfactory character which 
suffices to separate the Andaman' birds from the others. In all 
the island adults the bases to the feathers are very pure white, 
whereas in the Assam and Burmese birds they range from almost 
pure black to more than equally pure white. ^Northern birds 
have more white than southern, but even this is only a question 
of degree in average. 

JTidiflcation. In Assam and ]\ T . Burma almost entirely a 
jungle bird; in Central and Lower Burma it frequents the neigh¬ 
bourhood of human habitations more freely, occasionally buildin-nds 
nest in towns and villages. The nest is the neatest and best built 
of any made by Grows, and I have seen specimens made entirely 
of moss and moss roots and so neatly lined with hair and fur that 
they would have been a credit to any bird architect. The egos 
number font to six and differ from those of ttittn'TYitclnis in being 
duller, browner and darker in their general tint; and being some¬ 
what. broader in proportion to their length. They ’average 
431 x 31-6 mm. In Assam and Upper Burma the breeding 
seasou is during April and May but in Lower Burma and Siam 
January and February are the laying months. 

Habits. These do not differ from those of the other Jungle- 
Crows, but. over a considerable portion of their northern ranee 
they are shy, retiring birds, generally frequenting heavy forest 
and never scavenging round about villages. Each pair has its 
own territory over which it hunts and in the breeding season it 
‘s most destructive to other birds’ eggs and young. It ascends 
the hills up to some 0,000 feet but is not common above this 
height, though it wanders up to 8,000 or even 9,000 feet. It occurs 
all over the plains except, perhaps, in the driest portions of 
Central Burma. 


(9) Corvus fruglleg'us tschusii. 

The Eastern Book. 

Corvus fru</ileyvy Uchmii Hartei't, Yiig. l*a).. i, p. l.| (1908) (Oihntl 
Corma frwjiliyus. Blanf. & Gates, i, p. 18.' 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 
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Description, Ihe whole plumage black; the head, neck and 
lower; plumage richly glossed with purplish blue, the upper 
plumage with violet-purple ; the base of the bill and face without 
any feathers and showing up white. 

The Eastern race differs from the typical bird in being smaller 
and especially in having a smaller, more slender bill. 

Colours of soft parts, Bill and feet black; iris deep brown; 
facial skin white. 

Measurements. Total length about 480 mm, or less; wing 
about 800 nun.; tail about 160 mm.; culmen 52 to 60 mm. 

The Nestling is without any gloss at first, but quickly assumes 
it. Until about 10 to 12 months old the face is fully feathered; 
the nasal bristles are then cast, and by the time the bird is a year 
old the face is entirely denuded of feathers. Whitehead says 
that the Eastern form does not shed its facial feathers until 
April or until it is practically a year old. 


Fig. 6.—Head of C, J. tschusii. 


Nidification. I he Eastern Hook breeds in Persia, Turkestan 
and North-West Siberia, and probably Ladakh. A nest taken for 
me by a native collector was built on a small tree and contained 
three eggs, similar to those of the Common Hook ami measuring 
dl'O x 20*0 ; 33*6 x 25*0 ; and 34*1 x 25*0 mm. The female was 
shot on the nest. 

Habits. The Eastern Hook is a very common winter visitor to 
the North-West Himalayas and occasionally wanders into the 
plains, having been killed at Abbottabad. Whitehead and 
Mag rath report it as visiting Kohafc in enormous numbers. The 
Hook frequents the better cultivated parts of the country and 
feeds in ploughed and grass-covered lauds on worms, snails,‘grubs 
and grasshoppers, etc. In Europe the Western form breeds in 
large societies but there is little on record about the Eastern 
form. 
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(10) Corvus cornix sharpii. 

The Eastekx Hooded Citow. 

Corvm sharpii Oates, Avifauna of B. I., i. p. 20 (1889) (Siberia). 

Co reus cornix. Elanf. & Oates, i. p. 19. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Entire ' head and neck, the central part of the 
tipper breast, the wings, tail arid thighs glossy black ; remainder of: 
the plumage c?r«6-grev ; the shafts of the upper parts black, those 
of the lower brown. 

The light parts in the Common Hooded Crow are ashy-gv&y of 
quite a different tint and the races are easily separable. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and bill black; irides dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 480 mm.; wing about 
320 to 340 mm,; tail about 200 mm.; cut men 47 to 54 nun.; 
tarsus about 55 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in West Siberia, Turkestan and 
Afghanistan, and migrating south to the extreme north-west of 
India. Punjab, Gilgit and the North-West Frontier. Fare visitor 
to Kashmir, where Mr. T. R. Livesey records seeing it ; this was 
on Jan. 10th near the Hokra Jheei. The birds of 8.E. Persia 
seem to be nearer to this race than to C. c, capdlanus. 

Nidification. Mr. A. J. Currie obtained what he considered 
to be this form of Hooded Crow breeding in great numbers in 
and about Kerman, 8.E. Persia, at considerable elevations. The 
nests were of sticks, twigs, roots, etc., lined with somewhat finer 
material and placed iri trees both evergreen and deciduous. The 
eggs number four or five and are laid in early April. They are 
quite indistinguishable from xhose of the Common Hooded Grow 
and measure about 42*2x29*0 mm. They vary in coloration 
to the same extent as all Grows* eggs do. 

Habits. The Hooded Crow has much the same habits as the 
Carrion-Crow, being shy and frequenting the more barren parts 
of the countries it inhabits. In addition to eating the usual food 
of its ally, it is said to feed on grain and to be found in fields 
searching the ground like the Rook. 

A common winter visitor to the extreme North-west of India. 

This form of Hooded Crow as well as the European form 
seems to i nterbreed freely over part of their northern habitat with 
the Carrion-Crow. 

Corvus splendens. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Difference between grey and black portion 

of plumage well defined. . C. e. splendens , p. 83. 

B. Pale portions of plumage very pale contrast¬ 

ing strongly with dark . C. s. zvgmuyeri, p. 31. 
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0. Contrast befcWeen pale and dark plumage 


D. Contrast between pale and dark phim age 
slight, yet easy to define .. 


very slight and ill-defined 


C, s. insolent, p. 34. 

0. s. proteyatus, p. 3o. 


(ll) Corvus spleudens splendens. 

The Common Indian IIouse-Cbow. 



Vernacular names. Kawa , Pati-kawa, Desi-kawar (Hindi in 
various districts); Kay or Kale (Bengali); Myen-Kwak (Manipur); 
Kak-sorai (Assam); Noni Das-lcak (Cachari): Manchi Kaki (Tel ) * 
Kalla Kaka (Tamil). 

Description. Forehead, crown, lores, cheeks, chin and throat 
deep glossy black; nape, ear-coverts, the whole head, upper back 
and breast light ashy brown; wings, tail and remainder of upper 
plumage glossy black; lower plumage from the breast dull brown¬ 
ish black; the feathers of the throat are lanceolate and the whole 
of the black portions of the plumage are highly resplendent with 
purple-blue and greenish reflections. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; legvs and bill black. 
Measurements. Length about 420 to 440 nun.; wing from about 
250 to 275mrn. ; tail about 170 mm.; tarsus about 50 mm. and 
culmen 45mm. 

Distribution. The whole of India, except Sind and perhaps the 
extreme north-west, to the extreme south, Assam, Manipur, 
Lusliai and the north of Arrakah and the Chin Hills. 

Hidification. The breeding season varies very greatly according 
to locality. In the greater part of Bengal and its eastern range 
it breeds in March and April, but in Dacca I found it breeding in 
December, January and again in April and May; in its north¬ 
western range it breeds in May, June and July; and in Assam, 
Manipur and N. Burma in April and May. The nest is a rough 
affair of sticks lined with smaller twigs and other miscellaneous 
softer material, and is placed at all heights in trees, growing in 
and round about cities, towns and villages. 

The eggs number four or five or sometimes six, very rarely 
seven. They are typical Crows' eggs and run through the same 
range of variations as do those of all the Corvidae The ground is 
any shade of blue-green, and the markings are of dull reddish and 
brown with secondary markings of grey and neutral tint, usually 
they are small and irregular in shape and are scattered profusely 
over the whole egg. The average of 100 eggs is 37*2 x 27 mm. 

Habits. The Indian House-Crow is one of the most familiar 
birds throughout its habitat, whatever race it may belone to. 

It haunts human habitations and follows human beings as civiliza¬ 
tion gradually usurps the place of jungle or forest and wherever 
VOX. 1 . ‘ I) 
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originally purely a plains’ bird it lias followed rail and road 
routes into the bills almost everywhere, being now found in hill 
stations at elevations of 6,000 and 7,000 feet or even higher. 
Whitehead says that in the Kurram (this is probably zugmayeri) 
it remains in the hills all the year round except in very severe 
weather but in most of the higher haunts it is a winter visitor 
only. It is one of the boldest, yet one of the most astute of birds, 
and whilst on the one hand it will snatch food from the very 
hands of the Indian servants, a very few shots will keep every 
crow in the neighbourhood out of shot until the gun is put away. 
In many cities and towns they are so numerous as to become an 
actual pest and measures have to be taken to suppress them. 


(12) Corvus splendens zugmayeri. 

The Sind House-Ceow. 

Corvus zugmayeri Laubm., Om. Monatsb., xxi, p. 93 (1919) (Las 
Bela, S.E. Baluchistan). 

Corvus splendens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 20. 

Vernacular names. Pat-Kawar (Hind.), 

Description. Like C. s. splendens , but with the pale parts 
almost white and showing in sharp contrast to the black. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Common 

House-Crow. 

Distribution. Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Sind, Mekran coast 
and S.E. Persia as far north as Fao. It is common in Kashmir, 
where it breeds, and wanders into the Punjab. 

Nidification. The breeding season of the Sind House-Crow 
appears to commence in the latter half of June as soon as the 
monsoon breaks. It breeds in immense numbers aU round and in 
Karachi* and as nesting sites are here not too common, for trees 
are comparatively few, many eggs are thrown out of the nest 
during squabbles* betweeu the owner of the nest and other crows. 
He st and eggs are like those of the other races but the nestis often 
placed on quite low bushes, especially if they are thorny ones. 

Sixty eggs collected for me by General R. Betbam average 
37*5x25*8 mm. 

Habits. These do not differ from those of the other races. 


(13) Corvus splendens insolens. 

The Buemese House-Ceow. 

Corvus insolens Hume, S. P., ii, p. 480 (1874) (Tenasserim) $ 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 21. 

Vernacular names. Kyeegan , Chegan (Burmese). 
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Description. Similar to the Indian House-Crow, but with the 
dark parts shading into the lighter, which are ill-defined and a 
blackish grey. 

Distribution. Burma, Siam, Yunnan, Cochin China and the 
north of the Malay Peninsula. Its southern limit is not known, 
but it extends to villages some way south of Mergui. 

Birds from Assam, N. Chin Hills and N. Arrakan are somewhat 
intermediate as would be expected, but are nearer splendent than 
imolens . Wickham reports that he found the Common Crow at 
Sandoway to be splendens and not the Burmese form. 

Hidification. Indistinguishable from that of splendens, Oue 
hundred eggs average 35-1 x 26*1 mm. 

Habits. In Burma this race takes the place of the Indian bird 
in every way, and is its equal in familiar insolence and crafty care 
for its own safety. 


(14) Corvus splendens protegatus. 

Tiie Ceylon House-Cbow. 

Cor mis splendens protegatns Madar., Dm. Monatsb., xii,. p, 195 
(1904) (Colombo). 

Corvus splendens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 20, 

Vernacular names. MancJii Kaki (Tel.); Nalla Kaki (Tam.); 
Karan-Kaki , Kakum (Ceylon); Gray a (Portuguese in Ceylon). 

Description. Very similar to insolent, but the light parts are 
not quite so dark us in that race and are more easily defined from 
the black. 

Colours of soft parts as in splendens. 

Measurements. A rather smaller bird than splendens ; wing 
generally between 220 and 250 mm. ; other parts in proportion. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. Specimens from the extreme south 
of Travancore are very dark compared with Northern Indian birds, 
but are nearer to those than to the small dark Ceylon subspecies. 

Nidification. One hundred eg^s collected by Messrs. W. E. Wait 
and W. W. A. Phillips average 34*8 x 25*6 mm., and are not dis¬ 
tinguishable in colour from those of other races. 

Habits. Though neither so numerous nor so ubiquitous iu 
Ceylon as its confreres in other parts, there is no difference to be 
recorded in their habits,* 


* Corvm splendens maledevicus Hchw. (Wiss. .Erg. D. Tiefsee-Exp., p. 356, 
19(B) appears to be described from some form of House-Crow imported 
into the Maldives. Only a single specimen was obtained. It is impossible 
to say what race this bird is, and the name cannot ba maintained. 

n2 
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(15) Corvus monedula scenitneringii. 

The Eastekn Jackdaw. 

Corvus swmmeringii Fischer, M4m. Soc. Imp. Natur, Moscou, i, p. S 
(1811) (Moscow). 

Corvus monedula. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 22. J 
Vernacular names. Pcn/a (Tibetan). 

Description. Forehead and crown glossy black; nape and hind 
neck dusky grey; sides of the head and neck light grey, almost 
white, and forming a halt-collar on the posterior portion of the 
side of the neck: lores blackish; upper plumage, wing's and tail 
bluish black with a considerable amount of gloss; chin and cheeks 
black with grey shaft-streaks ; throat and fore neck entirely black; 
remainder of lower plumage slaty black with very little gloss. 


Fig. 7.—Head of C. m. seemmer 'wgii. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris nearly white; legs, feet and bill 
black. 

Measurements. Length about 320 to 840 mm.; wing 230 to 
250 mm,; tail about 135 mm.; tarsus about 44 inm.; culmen 
32 to 34 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding from Eastern Russia, Macedonia, Bul¬ 
garia, Turkey, through Asia as far east as the Yenesei and south 
to Persia, Afghanistan, Kashmir. Ladakh and Eastern Tibet In 
winter it wanders into the plains, being numerous close to the 
Himalayas and having been found as far south as Ferozepo re, 
dheium and Kalabagh, and as far east as Umballa. 

Nidification. The Eastern Jackdaw breeds in great numbers in 
Kashmir, West Ladakh, Gilgit, etc., making its nest of all kinds of 
rubbish in old buildings, hollow trees and holes in cliffs. It Jays 
four to seven eggs—of a very pale sea-green colour, sparsely marked 
with spots and specks of dark brown and purple. They average 
about 34*2x24*9 mm. in size but vary very much both in length 
and breadth, even in the same clutch. The breeding season com¬ 
mences in April but eggs may be found until the end of June. 
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Habits. This Jackdaw is in habits much the same a3 its western 
cousin but in the wilder parts of its habitat it is essentially a 
cliff bird. It is very fond of company, and numerous birds are 
often seen together, though it can hardly be called gregarious like 
the Book. Its food consists of all kinds of grain, seeds, fruit and 
insects. It will also kill and eat mice, lizards and nestlings of 
other species, though not nearly to the same extent as the Carrion- 
Crow or Raven. 

Our Indian and Central Asian bird has been again separated 
by Kleinschmidt as having the under parts darker and the wing 
longer than in Russian birds' hut the fine series in the British 
Museum does not endorse this diagnosis. 


Genus PICA Brisson, ITfiO. 

There is but one species of Pica in India containing three sub¬ 
species which grade into one another in the areas where they 
meet, but which are well differentiated over large tracts of country 
in which their characteristics are quite constant. 


Fig. 8.—Head of P. pica bactriana. 


Fig. 9.—First primary of V. pica bactriana. 


Pica differs from Corvus in having a very long graduated tail 
and in having a first primary of very peculiar shape. The 
Magpies are, however, more addicted to well-wooded districts ; 
they are equally wary and they are almost omnivorous. 
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Pica pica. 


Key to Subspecies . 


A. A white rump, sometimes reduced to a 


dull grey band. 


B. Rump wholly black 


a. Gloss on wings green. 

b. Gloss on wings blue . 


P. p, baetriana , p. 38. 
P. p. s&rica , p. 39. 

P. p. bottanensis , p. 39. 


(16) Pica pica baetriana. 

The Kashmir Magpie. 


Pica baetriana, Bouap., Gonspecfc., i, p. 383 (1850) (Kandahar). 

Pica rustica. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 24. 

Vernacular names. Akha (Cabnll; Aq aq (Mesop.). > 

Description. The entire head and neck, the upper plumage, 
breast, thighs, vent and under tail-coverts black, the rump with a 
broad white band across it; scapulars, abdomen, and the greater 
portion of the primaries white; wings brilliantly glossed with 
bine, and the tail with green, lilac and purple. 

Differs from the British Magpie in having a broader white 
rump band. It is said also to be larger; Hartert gives the 
Europeau bird a wing of 155 to 193 ram. and baetriana a wing of 
210 mm. and over. I find, however, that whilst many English 
birds have a wing of over 210 mm., many Indian specimens have 
it under 190 mm. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Wing 182 to 227 mm., generally well over 
200 ram. ; tail anything from 200 to 270 mm., usually about 
240 mm.; cal men 30 to 32 mm.; tarsus from 40 to 45 mm. 

Distribution. Throughout Northern Asia to Kamschatka and 
South to South Persia, Afghanistan and Kashmir. It is found 
also in Ktimaun, the Simla Hills and Garhwal, but not apparently 
in Nepal, 

Nidiffcation. The Kashmir Magpie seems to be resident and 
to breed wherever found. It is very common in Kashmir, breeding 
in great numbers between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, making a. nest 
like that of others of its tribe-—a cup of twigs, bents and roots with 
a dome of twigs, often with moss, thorns, and lined with roots or 
wool. It is usually placed well up in a fairly high tree but 
sometimes comparatively low down in thorny bushes. The eggs 
number four to seven and are indistinguishable from those of the 
Common Magpie. The ground-colour is a pale sea-blue green 
and the markings consist of small blotches, freckles and spots of 
dull reddish brown, scattered profusely all over the egg but more 
numerous at the larger end. They average 3fv7 x 24-4 mm. 

The breeding season is from early April to late May r , according 
to elevation. 







MINISr/jy 


PICA. 



39 



Habits. The Magpie is found in well-wooded parts of the 
country and near cultivation. Two or more pairs may often be 
seen in - company, and in parts of Kashmir where they are very 
common several birds may be found together. They do not come 
very low down the hills in winter, and are seldom found below 
5,000 feet. They are very conspicuous birds ou the wing, their 
black and white plumage, long, waving tail and undulating flight 
quickly attracting the eye. They eat insects, fruit and grain, 
and their voice is typically harsh and Corvine in character. 


(17) Pica pica serica. 

The Chinese Magpie. 


Pica serica Gould, P. Z. S., 1845, p. 2 (Amoy, China). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ Closely allied to the Common Magpie but 
differs in the wings being blue instead of greou, in the rather less 
extent of the white ” ( Gould). Gould also says that this form has 
a larger bjll and a much longer tarsus. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in bactriana. 

Distribution. Upper Burmese Hills, through China to South 
Japan, north to Korea and south to Hainan and Formosa. 

Nidification. This Magpie breeds freely in the Chin and Kachin 
Hills and in {Shan States in February, March and early April, and 
eggs were also taken bv Sty an in Foochow in the latter month, 
in N.E. Chihli, La Touche found it breeding in May and June. 
-Nest and eggs are similar to those of P» p, bactriana, "forty of the 
eggs averaging 35-5 x 24*3 mm. 

in the Chin Hills this bird is often victimized by the Koel, and 
Col. Harington found many Koel s’ eggs in Magpies’ nests. 

Habits. Similar to those of other members of the genus. 
According to La Touche it is migratory in China, assembling in 
large Hocks prior to commencing its journey southwards. In 
Burma it is resident. 


(18) Pica pica bottanensis. 

The Biack-iiumimgi) Magpie. 


IHca battmiemis Delcssert, Rev. Zool., 1840, p. 100 (Bntan); Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 25. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Common Magpie, but with the 
rump entirely black. Lt. is much larger, with a shorter tail. 
Colours of soft parts as in P, p, bactriana, 

Measurements. Length about 525 mm.; wing from 225 to 
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270 mm., generally over 250 mm.; tail from 250 to 300 mm.; 
tarsus 56 mm.; culmen about 80 to 85 mm. 

Distribution, ttikkim, Bhutan and East Tibet to Kansu. 

Nidification. This fine Magpie breeds both in Sikkim and 
South and East Tibet at heights over 10,000 feet and up to nearly 
15,000 feet The nest is similar to that of the Common Magpie 
hut is often placed comparatively low down, in thorn-bushes. 
The eggs number from four to six in a full clutch, and are rather 
dark as a series but otherwise like those of other species of Pica. 
They are very big and forty-eight eggs average 38-7 x26 , 7 mm. 

The birds breed from early April, vyhen there is still snow about, 
through May and rarely, possibly a second time, in June. 

Habits. Similar to those of other birds of the genus. 



Genus UROCISSA Cabanis, 1850. 

The genus Urocissa contains a few brightly plumaged Magpies 
which are found in India and China. They differ from the true 


Tig. 10.— Head of U. m. occipitalis. 

Magpies in having the nostrils, which are covered by rather soft 
plumes, not by stiff bristles, situated near the base of the bill; in 
having a longer tail and a bill which is red or yellow but never 
black. 

Key to Species. 

A. Bill red. Nuchal white patch large, 

reaching to the end of the black on the 
hind neck. 

B. Bill yellow. Nuchal patch small, not 

reaching to the end of the black. 


U. melanvcephata, p. 40. 
TJ, JlavirostriSy p. 43. 


Urocissa melanocephala, 

Key to Subspecies. 


U. m. melanocephala, 

. [P; 41 - 

U. m. occipitalis , p. 41. 

U, m. mcKjnirostris , p. 4 2 


A. Patch on the head pale blue 

B. Patch on the head pure white. 

a. Bill smaller, under 33 mm. . 

b, Bill larger, over 33 mm. ... 
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(19) * Urocissa melanocephala melanocephala. 

The Chinese Bed-billed Magpie. 

Coracias melanocephahs Lath., lad. Orn., i, p. 170 (1790) (Cliina). 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 


Description. Head, neck and breast black : a large patch on 
the nape, continued down the buck lavender- or pale blue-grey, 
and feathers of the fore crown tipped with the same colour; 
lower plumage greyish white with a bluish sheen ; under tail- 
coverts the same, but bluer and with a black band at the tips of 
the feathers with a greyish-white subterminal hand ; tail azure- 
blue, broadly tipped with white and all but the central pair of 
feathers with a broad subterminai band of black ; wings dull blue- 
brown, the primaries edged with brighter blue and brown on the 
inner webs; the inner secondaries blue on both webs. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown ; bill aud feet 
coral-red to crimson, claws horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 550 nun.; wing 180 to 
200 mm.; tail 375 to 425 mm. ; tarsus about 45 min.; culmen 
about 32 to 33 mm. 

Distribution. China and Yunnan. A bird from the South 
Shan States, perhaps from the extreme East, seems referable to 
this subspecies. 

Nidification. In Chihli, La Touche took its nests and eggs in 
May. lie describes them as having a clayey-brown ground-colour, 
very heavily marked. Two clutches sent to me are green eggs, 
very small, about 29x24 mm., and just like Koels’ eggs. There 
may possibly be some mistake about them. The breeding season 
seems to be May. 

Habits. These appear to be similar to those of our Indian 
birds. 

(20) Urocissa melanocephala occipitalis. 

The Bed-billed Blue Magpie. 

Vsilorhinus occipitalis Blyth, J. A.S. B., xv, p. 27 (1846) (N.W. 

Himalayas). 

Urocissa occipitalis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 26. 

Vernacular names. NUkhant (at Mussoorie); Dfyg-Dal (Simla). 

Description. Similar to U. m. melanocephala , but can he 
distinguished at a glance by its white nape-patch. The back is 
more purple, with a blue sheen rather than lavender-brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements much the same as 
in the preceding bird. 


* Corpus eri/thrcrkynchus Qmel., Syst. Nat., i, p. 372 (1788) is preoccupied 
by Doddaert, Tab! Pi. Enlum., p. 38, 1783. 
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Nidiiication. This bird breeds commonly over a great portion 
of the Himalayas in the north-west at elevations between 5,000 
and 10,000 feet. The nest is a roughly made cup of twigs and 
coarse roots lined with liner roots and fern rachides, and generally 
placed some 3 0 to 20 feet from the ground in a small tree in 
evergreen forest. The eggs, which number three to six, vary 
very much in colour. The ground ranges from a very pale 
yellowish stone-colour to a darkish, rather reddish stone-colour; 
rarely there is a faint green tinge but this is quite exceptional. 
The markings consist of small specks and blotches, or all small 
irregular blotches, of various shades of brown, sienna or reddish 
brown, with a tew underlying ones of pale sienna and purple. As 
a rule they are richly marked handsome eggs but are not, as they 
have often been described, like those of Magpies except in general 
character. They measure about 33*9 x 23*9 mm. 

Habits. This Blue Magpie is found in small parties, probably 
consisting of the parent birds and their last, brood. They keep 
much to evergreen forest at elevations between 5,000 and 12,000 
feet, descending lower in the winter but never to the plains as 
does the next bird. Their flight is slow and undulating and they 
are rather noisy birds, especially during the brecrding season. 
According to Col. Battray, they are much given to feeding on the 
ground. Like all .Magpies they are said to be addicted to stealing 
eggs and young of other birds. 

(-1) Urocissa melanocephala magnirostris. 

The Buhmese Bed-billed Blue Magpie. 

Fsilorkmus maymrortris Blytb, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 27 (1846) (Ya Ma 
Ding Mt ). 

Urocissa occipitalis . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 26. 

Vernacular name. Unet-daw-pya ( Burmese). 

Description. Differs from occipitalis in having a darker back, 
more suffused with purple-blue* and it also differs both from that 
bird and from melanocephala in having no white tips to the 
primaries. 

Colours of soft parts as in melanocephala . 

Measurements. This is a. slightly larger bird than occipitalis , 
with a wing ol about 200 to 210 nun. and a much larger bill, 
36 to 37 mm. . ° 

Distribution. Hills south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur arid 
Burma to Siam. It is very rare in the Khasia, N. Cachar and 
Manipur .11 ills, but more common in the Naga Hills and compara¬ 
tively common in the Chin and Kachin Hills, West Shan States 
and .North Siam. 



imOCISBA. 

Nullification. Similar to that of occipitalis, but the eggs are 
quite different. The ground-colour seems always to be a very 
pale salmon or pink stone-colour and the marks consist of light 
reddish blotches and freckles over the whole surface, with 
numerous others underlying them of pale neutral tint. Eggs 
taken by Col. Bingham and by Messrs. Hopwood, Mackenzie and 
Haringron were all of this description and I have seen none of 
occipitalis anything like them. The full clutch numbers three to 
six. 

The breeding season is March to April in Lower Burma, April 
and May in Upper Burma. 

Habits. This bird is said to come right down into the plains 
in winter and even to breed at very low elevations. In Assam 
and .Northern Burma it keeps to the higher ranges and is seldom 
found below 5,000 feet. 

They are said to keep much to the deciduous forests in Burma, 
but in Assam haunt rhododendron, oak and mixed evergreen 
forests. 

Urocissa flavirostris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Under parts a rather dark lilac. IT . f. Jlavirostris, p. 43. 

B. Under parts almost pure white. V. f. cucullata , p. 44. 

(22) Urocissa flavirostris flavirostris. 

The Yellow-hilled Magpie. 

Tsilorhinusjlavii'ostris Blvth, .T. A.S. B., xv, p. 28(1840) (Darjeeling). 

Urocissa Jlavirostris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 27. 

Vernacular names. Tying-jonyring (Lepcba); Pietnginy-jabrinq 
(Bhutea). 

Description. .Head, neck and breast black, the nape white and 
the feathers of the crown tipped white; back, scapulars, rump 
and upper tail-coveits purplish ashy, the last tipped black and 
with a narrow pale baud in front of the black; wing-coverts, the 
outer webs of the primaries and outer secondaries and the whole 
of the inner secondaries purplish blue; all the quills tipped 
white, the earlier primaries w hitish on the terminal half of the 
outer web ; tail blue with a broad white tip and all but the 
central pair of feathers with a subterminal black band; lower 
plumage from the breast downwards lilac tinged with purple. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright yellow ; bill pale wax- 
yellow to a strong wax-yellow ; legs arid feet bright orange-yellow. 

Measurements. Length about 030 to 650 mm.; wing from 
178 to 190 mm.; tail up to 470 mm.; culmen about 65 mm. 

The female is similar to the male but generally smaller, wing 
170 to 180 mm. and the iris is a dull blue-brown. 
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Distribution. Bhutan., Sikkim and lulls N. of the Brahma¬ 
putra, probably Eastern Nepal. Chin Hills. 


Nidiftcatiou. I have one egg of this race from Chambi, north 
of Sikkim, taken from the usual twig nest at an elevation of some 
9 >°00 or 10,000 feet. The egg is erythnstic and almost certainly 
abnormal. The ground-colour is a very pale cream and the 
markings are bright reddish brown with others underlying of 
pale neutral tint. It measures 32*0x 22*9 mm. and was taken 
on the 7th May. 

Habits^ These probably do not diifer from those of the better 
known \\ estern form but il may be a bird of higher elevations, as 
my collectors assured me they met with it in Chambi in Tibet at 
about 11,000 feet. It is found at 6,000 to 8,000 feet round about 
Darjeeling and keeps much to the evergreen forests. 

A form of this Magpie extends well into Burma, but tbe only 
s.vin J have seen thence differed in many respects from the normal 
type, and further material may prove it to be a new subspecies. 

(23) Uroeissa flavirostris cucullata. 

The Western Yellow-billed Magpie. 

Uroeissa cucullata Gould, B. of A., v, pi. 51 (1861) (Kulu Talley). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last but altogether a paler bird, 
and more especially so in the lower parts, which are almost pure 
white with scarce a tinge of lilac. 

Distribution- N.W. Himalayas and W. Nepal. 

Nidification. This Magpie breeds wherever found above 
5,000 feet. It is common at Simla and again in the galis in the 
Murree Hills, where Rattray, Buchanan and others have taken 
many nests. The breeding season appears to be May but 
Major Lindsay Smith took one nest as late as the 15th'July. 
It lays three or four eggs arid both these and the nests are much 
like those of the Red-billed Magpie. Asa whole, however, the 
eggs are duller and not so boldly marked. They measure 33*8 x 
23*1 mm. (60 eggs) and do not differ in shape or texture from 
those of occipitalis. 

Habits. This Magpie, like the red-billed bird, haunts prin¬ 
cipally evergreen forests and heavy jungle. It is equally 
omnivorous and equally an enemy to small mammals, unfledged 
young of other birds, and to insects of all kinds. It eats fruit 
greedily in captivity and probably also in a wild state. It is a 
shy and rather retiring bird and is never found in the vicinity 
of villages and cultivation. The call is very harsh and penetrating, 
and during the breeding season is freely indulged in. 
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Genus CISSA^Boie, 1826. 


The genus Cissa contains, among others, two Indian Magpies 
of very beautiful plumage. They differ from the Magpies of the 
genus Urocissa in having a much shorter tail and the eyelids 
wattled at the edges, a feature which is very distinct in life and 
generally visible in some degree in dry skins. 

Jerdon, very properly, placed this bird between Urocissct and 
Dendrocilta, but; wrongly called it a Jay. Oates, in view of its 
long tail and bright coloration, more correctly termed it a Magpie, 
a name which is now generally accepted. 

The Magpies of this genus are forest birds of shy habits, feeding 
both on trees and low bushes and sometimes on the ground. In 
the construction of their nests they resemble Urocissa and not 
Pica. They have red bills. 

Davison has mentioned (S. F. vi, p. 385) that the habits of these 
birds closely accord with those of Garrulax but the resemblance 
is not very striking, although it is a curious fact that in structure 
these two genera also possess certain affinities. 


Key to Species . 


A. Head and neck green . 

B. Head and neck chestnut 


C. c. chine mix, p. 45. 
G. ornnta , p. 40. 


(24) Cissa chinensis chinensis 

The Green Magpie. 


Contents chinensis Bodcl., Tabl. PI. Enl., p. 38 (1783) (China). 

Cissa chinensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 28. 

Vernacular names. The Green Jay , Jerdon ; Sirrjang (Beng.); 
Chap-ling-pho (Lepcha); liabJing-chopa (Bhutea); Pilitel (Darla 
Hills); Lit Sorai (Assamese) ; Dao-gatang-lili (Cachari). 

Description. Head and neck greenish yellow; general body 
plumage green; lores and a band through each eye meeting on the 
nape, black ; cheeks, sides of neck and whole lower plumage paler 
green; tail green, the central feathers tipped with white, the 
others tipped with white and with a subterminal black band; 
lesser wing-coverts green, the other coverts red; quills brown on 
the inner webs, red on the outer; the inner secondaries tipped 
with pale blue and with a band of black in front of the tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red, pale blue-brown in young 
birds; bill deep coral-red; legs coral-red; claws horny" red ; 
eyelids yellowish brown, the edges red. 

Measurements. Total length about 370 to 380 mm.; wing about 
150 mm.; tail about 200 mm.; tarsus about 40 mm.; culmen 
about 37 mm. 

The plumage of this bird in ill-health, in captivity and after 
death changes greatly ; the yellow pigment all evaporates, leaving 
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the bright greeu a dull blue whilst the red also fades greatly, 
young birds occasionally have the whole lower parts almost white 
and in some adults the green is partially replaced by bright azure- 
blue. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Jamna Valley to the extreme 
east of Assam, North and South of the Bramaputra, Eastern 
Bengal, Burma, Shan States and Northern Siam. 

Nidification. The breeding season in the Himalayas commences 
in the last few days of March and continues through April and May, 
a few birds laying in June and even in July but these latter may 
be second broods. They build cup-shaped nests of twigs, leaves, 
grass, roots and bamboo-leaves, lined with roots and placed on a 
high bush, small sapling or a clump of bamboos. The eggs number 
from four to six, in Burma often only three and are very magpie¬ 
like in their general appearance, but more grey and not green in 
general tone. Here and there a rather reddish clutch may be 
found and even more rare, a dutch that is almost white. They 
measure on an average for 200 eggs 30*2 x 22*9 mm. 

This Jay breeds at all elevations from the foot-hills to nearly 
4,000 feet, but is not common above 2,500 feet. 

Habits. This beautiful Magpie is an inhabitant of low- 
level, evergreen forests and heavy jungle, but may also be found 
in bamboo-jungle and the more dry, deciduous forests, such as 
oak, etc. In Burma they seem to be more often found in dry 
open parts than in the heavier evergreen cover. Their name 
“ Hunting Jay,” or “ Hunting Magpie,” is well applied, as they 
are determined hunters of big insect life and of small unfledged 
birds, etc., and for their quarry they will regularly quarter the 
country they work over. They feed alike on high trees, scrub- 
jungle and actually on the ground itself. Their notes are very 
harsh and strident and they are rather noisy birds although shy 
and wild. 


(^5) Cissa ornata. 

The Ceylonese Magpie. 

Pica ornata Wagler, Isis, 1829, p. 749 (India Oriental). 

Cma ornata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 29. 

Vernacular names. Kahibella (Ceylon). 

Description. Whole head, neck, upper back and upper breast 
rich chestnut; remainder of the body plumage bright blue, suffused 
with cobalt next the chestnut of the neck; tail blue tipped with 
white and subterminally with black;' wing-coverts brown,more or 
less margined and suffused with blue; quills chestnut on the 
outer w r ebs, black on the inner, changing to blue on the inner 
secondaries; thighs dusky purple. 

r Colours of soft parts. Iris light brown to dark brown; eyelid 
deep red; orbital skin somewhat paler; bill, legs and feet coral- 
red, claws more horny and yellowish at their bases. 
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Measurements. total length about 400 to 420 mm.; tail about 
235 to 255 mm.; wing about 155 to 170mm.; tarsus about 40mm,; 
culwen about 37 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. Lhe type-locality must be res trie ted 
to Ceylon. 

According to Legge, the breeding season of the 
Cer ion Magpie is December to February but eggs collected for me 
by Mr. J. E. Jenkins were taken in February arid March and two 
clutches purchased with the skins of the old birds from Lazarus 
a small dealer in Slave Island, were both taken in April. 

lhe nest is said to be like that of the preceding bird and to be 
in tall bushes in evergreen jungle. The eggs are large replicas of 
those or Cissa chmensis, measuring about 32*2 x 23 2 mm. 

Habits. Apparently similar to those of the Indian Green 
Magpie; Legge describes it as haunting evergreen forest up to 
at least 7,000 feet but also found it in similar forest in the 
root dulls. It is a noisy bird, uttering its discordant notes both 
when perching and flying, so that but for its keeping to very dense 
cover its voice would have led long ago to its extermination by 
the plume-hunter. 


Genus DENDR0CITTA Gould, 1833. 

in the Tree-pies we have a collection of birds which are closer 
o /W than to either Urocissa or Cma, inasmuch as they have 
black bills and very numerous stiff, but somewhat short, bristles 
completely concealing the nostrils. The bill, however, is short 
with the commissure greatly curved and in one species, D. bayleyi 
the tad approaches the next genus in structure, the central tail- 
leathers being gradually enlarged throughout their length not 
suddenly at the tip as in Crypsirhma. 

The Tree-pies are sociable, associating in small flocks and they 
are arboreal, seldom descending to the ground. They have a series 
of clear metallic notes, which sound very pleasantly in the immle. 
I hey construct large nests, generally in trees, and lay eggs winch 
are less Corvine in appearance than those of the true Magpies 
I heir food consists of both fruit and insects. 

Key to Species, 

A. Tail ashy with black on terminal half. 

a. Crown brown, abdomen rufous . D, rufa i> 48 

b. Crown black, abdomen and hind neck * 

A Crown black, abdomen' and hind ‘neck D ' te * e ° 9a * m > P- 51 - 

oshv. j\ • 

li. Tail entirely black.. ' SWms>S ’ p< 

f &' ?P ot °? win S. IK frontalis, p. 54. 

A M ith a white wing-spot . D. bayleyi, p" 55 
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Dendrocitta rufa. 

This species extends over a very wide area and, as might he 
expected, varies greatly in different portions of its range, though 
their variations have until now been almost entirely overlooked. 

Lanius rufus of Linne *, the name which lias generally been 
accepted as applicable to this bird, cannot he used as it is pre¬ 
occupied by him in an earlier page of the same work. Curiously 
enough, however, Latham* independently named it Oorvus rufus 
a few years later from a bird obtained on the Malabar coast, so 
the name rufus will, therefore, still hold good. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Colours of head and back contrasting 

strongly. 

rt. Lighter both above and below and not 

nearly so richly coloured . J?* rufa n if a, p. 48. 

b. Darker and more richly coloured above and 

below . D. r. vayabunda , p. 50. 

B. Colours of head and back blending with one 

another. 

c. Tail 195 to 241 mm.; dark dull plumage. 

a \ Darker, more brown.. 1). r, saturatior, p. 51. 

//. Paler an 1 redder ... I), r. kinnear n, P- 51. 

(I Tail 242 to 287 mm.; pale dull plumage I), r. sclaten, p. 50. 

(26) Dendrocitta rufa rufa. 

Tins Indian Tree-pie. 

Corvus nrfus Latham, Ind. Orn., p. 161 (1790) (Malabar Coast). 
Dmdrocittu rufa. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 30. 


* Lanw* rufus Linne. Syst. Nat., i. 1766. 

Corvus rufus Lath. Ind. Orn., p. 161, 1790. 

The description given is very poor, but it is founded on Sonnerat s plate, 
vol. ii, p. 161 , i Voyage de Sonnerat/and cannot be mistaken. Although called 
“ de Chine” it was apparently obtained on the Malabar Coast, On p. 171 
Latham describes C. vayabunda and here lays stress on the black head and red 
back, evidently having obtained a N.L. Indian bird, possibly from the vicinity 
of Calcutta. 
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Vernacular names. Mdjitab and Chand (Sind); Gohumyi, 
Konda-kati-gada (Tel.); Mootri (Lucknow) ; Maha-lat (Hindi). 

Description. The whole head and neck with the upper breast, 
sooty-brown; remainder of the plumage fulvous or reddish 
fulvous, darker on the back and scapulars; wing-coverts greyish- 
white; wing-quills dark brown, the outer webs of the inner 
secondaries grey; tail pale ashy-grey, darkest at the base, broadly 
tipped with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to red-brown ; bill dark slaty 
horn-colour, albescent at the base; mouth flesh-colour; eyelids 
plumbeous; legs dark brown, claw’s horn-colour. 

Measurements. Length from 365 to 459 mm., according to 
length of tail which varies from 193 to 257 mm., in one case 
actually 305 mm.; wing from 137 to 159 mm., and in the 
one case 177 mm.; tarsus about 33 ram. ; culraen about 28 mm. 

The young are duller in colour than the adults, the head is 
lighter brown and the lateral tail-feathers are tipped with white 
or huffy-white. 

Distribution. The whole of Southern India, North to, and 
including, Orissa; West to Sind, Punjab and Afghanistan and 
thence East to the South of Kashmir, Simla Hills and Garhwal. 

Kidification. In the southern part of their range these Magpies 
breed in February and March, whilst further north they breed 
principally in May and June. As, however, with so many common 
birds, their breeding extends over a prolonged period and eggs are 
laid both later and earlier than the above months. The nest is a 
rather untidy, but not very bulky, affair of twigs, roots and other 
material, carelessly interwoven and lined with roots and sometimes 
a scrap or two of wool. Generally they are placed well up in 
trees of some size, but often in thorn hedges, Bcr bushes or cactus 
clumps. 

In the north the birds lay three to five eggs, most often four, 
hut in the south they lay fewer and generally only two or three. 
The majority are of two distinct types: one pale greenish in 
ground-colour with blotches and spots of light and dark grey- 
brown; the other pale reddish white or salmon-colour with 
blotches of reddish and dark brown and others, underlying, of 
lilac and neutral tint. 

150 eggs average 29*2 x 21*7 mm. 

Habits. This Magpie is more of a plains than a mountain 
bird, but in some parts of the Himalayas it is said to wander up to 
as high as 7,000 feet and to breed at this height. It is a sociable, 
noisy bird but many of its notes are very musical, though it can 
give vent to most unmusical discords at times. Its usual call is an 
oft-repeated “bob-fi-link bob-a-liuk ” as it flies from one hush to 
another, the cry being repeated by each member of the flock in 
turiu They are practically omnivorous and are arrant egg and 
nestling thieves during the breeding seasons of the smaller birds. 



Their flight is clipping and consists of alternative flappings of the 
wings with short spells of sailings with the wings stiffly outspread. 

This Magpie is everywhere one of the most familiar of birds, 
frequenting gardens and the outskirts of towns and villages and 
not penetrating into the wilder parts. 

The type locality of rufa was certainly somewhere in South 
India, probably Malabar and therefore that place may be now 
designated. 

(27) Dendrocitta rufa vagabunda. 

The Bengal Tree-pie. 

Coracias vagabunda Lath., Iml. Orn., p. 171 (1790) (India). 

Vernacular names. Bobolink (Europeans Bengal); Kolri 
(Hindi in Bang.); Taklca-dwr , Handi-cliacha (Bengali); Kash- 
kurshi{lS. Cachar) ; Khola-Khoa (Assam.); JDcio-k ci-Iink (Caehari). 

Description. Differs from the last in being more richly coloured ; 
the head is blackish and the red of the back is almost chestnut 
and the fulvous red below also much richer. 

Colours of soft parts as in rufa. 

Measurements. Wing 145 to 172 mm. ; tail 209 to 253 mm. 

Distribution. JNorthern India from Garhwal to Eastern Assam, 
Behar, U. Provinces, Bengal and Manipur. 

The type locality may be restricted to Calcutta. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the last bird and neither nest 
nor egg can be distinguished. 

Habits. An equally confiding, common bird, being found in 
flocks in gardens and parks in the centre of Calcutta and haunting 
the immediate vicinity of every town and village. 

(28) Dendrocitta rufa sclateri, subsp . now 

The Chin Hills Tree-pie. 

Description. Similar to D. rufa rufa but with the whole 
plumage very pale and washed out and the dark grey of the head 
gradually merging with the pale dull rufous-brown or rufous-grey 
of the back. 

Colours of soft parts as in the rest of the subspecies. 

Measurements. Wing 142 to 161 mm;; tail 242 to 2S7 mm., 
generally well over 260 mm. . 

Distribution. Chin and Kachin Hills. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Type. No. 1905—9. 10. 6. Brit. Mus. Coll., Mt. Victoria, 
1,600 feet. 
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(-9) Dendrocitta rufa kinneari, subsp. nov. 

The Burmese Tiiee-pie. 

Description. Similar to the last but much darker both above 
and below, the colour of the head and back blending with one 
another, the red of the back dull and brownish. 

Measurements. Wing 137 to 151 mm.; tail 195 to 241 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Burma south of the Chin and 
Kachin Hills down to N. Tenasserim and east into Yunnan, 
Shan States and West Siam. 

Nidification. Similar to that of I), rufa rufa, 

Habits. The Burmese Tree-pie, though equally tame and 
confiding in its ways, is not so exclusively confined to open 
country in civilization as is the Indian Tree-pie and it may also 
be found in thin forest and the more open parts of evergreen 
forest. 

Type. $ , No. 87—11. 20. 213 Brit. Mus. Coll. Toungoo. 

(30) Dendrocitta rufa saturation 

The Tenassmium Thee-pie. 

Dendrocitta vayabnnda saturatior Ticehurst, Bull. B. 0. 0., xlii,p* 56 
(1922) (Kaukareyet, Amherst). 

Description. Similar to that of the Burmese Tree-pie but still 
darker and browner, the back having the red hardly visible at all. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Burmese 
race. 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam ami Burma but how far its 
limits extend cannot at present be defined. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(31) Dendrocitta leucogastra. 

The Southern Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta leucoyastra Gould, P. Z. S., 1833, p. 57 (Malabar Coast) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 31. 

Vernacular names. Neelaval Kalca (Teh). 

Description. Forehead, anterior half of crown, sides of the head, 
chin, throat, upper breast and thighs black; posterior crown to 
hind neck, lower breast to vent and upper tail-coverts white; 
back, scapulars and rump chestnut-hay ? under tail-coverts chest¬ 
nut ; wings black, the primaries with a large patch of white at 
their base; central tail-feathers grey, broadly tipped black; the 
next pair half grey and half black and the others nearly entirely 
black. 

e 2 
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Colours of soft parts. Bill black, legs and feet duller black; iris 
brown to red-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 475 mm.; tail 250 to 300 mm.; 
wing about 140 to 155 mm.; tarsus about 30mm. and culmen 
about 25mm. 

Distribution. Southern India from South Travancore to the 
Wynaad. McMaster records a specimen from Chikalda in the 
Gawilgarh Hills, apparently a straggler only. It keeps principally 
to the western coast. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs of this bird were taken by Bour- 
dillou in March and by Mr. J. Stewart from February to May and 
again in August, and the latter gentleman informs me that they 
breed twice in the year. The nest is similar to that of the preceding 
bird and is placed in small trees and high bushes but it is always 
built in heavy forest and never near villages. Three eggs only 
are most often laid but four is not uncommon and sometimes two 
only are incubated. In general appearance they cannot ire 
separated from those of himalayensis , described below. 

Fifty eggs average 28*2 x 20*5 mm. 

Habits. Found from the foot of the hills up to about 5,000 feet, 
generally below 3,000 feet. The flight, voice and general habits 
are like those of the Common Indian. Tree-pie but this bird is 
essentially an inhabitant of heavy forest and shuns the immediate 
vicinity of mankind. 

Dendrocitta sinensis. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Central tail-feathers pale grey, with no 

black tip . ... . 1). s, sinensis. 

B. Central tail-feathers darker grey, with a 

black tip. 

a. Paler and brighter in colour; vent 

and centre of abdomen almost white. J). s. himalayensis, p. 52 

b. Darker and duller in colour; vent 

and centre of abdomen ashy . L. s. assmrilis, p. 53. 

(32) Dendrocitta sinensis himalayensis. 

Tiie Himalayan Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta himalayensis Blytb, Cat., p. 1)2 (1865) (Himalayas) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 32. 

Vernacular names. Kolia-Kak (at Mussoorie ) ; Karrio-plm 
(Lepcha) ; Kavriah-ban ( Bhutea); Kok-long -ah (Assam); Dao-ka- 
link (Caehari); Invui-ko-kinJc (Naga). 

Description. Forehead, lores and feathers above the eye black ; 
sides of the head, chin and throat dark sooty-brown, fading and 
spreading over the sides of the neck and breast; crown of the 
head, nape and upper back ashy; back and scapulars clear brown¬ 
ish buff; rumn and upper tail-coverts ashy ; wings and their coverts 
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black, all the primaries but the first two with a patch of white at 
their base, forming a conspicuous spot; central pair of tail-feathers 
ashy for two-thirds of their length, then black; the others all black 
except their extreme bases, which are ashy; abdomen and flanks 
cinereous; thighs brown; vent and under tail-coverts chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; irides reddish brown; feet 
brownish black, claws horny black. 

Measurements. Total length about 400 mm.; tail from 200 to 
210 mm. ; wing from 132 to 140 nun.; tarsus about 30 mm.; 
colinen about 32 mm. 

The young are paler and duller, the feathers of the upper part 
are tipped with buff, the under tail coverts and vent are reddish 
brown and the legs are dull leaden black and the iris blue-brown. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from the Sutlej 
Valley, through Assam and throughout the Burmese hills as far 
as, hut not including, Tenasflerim. 

Nidification. The Himalayan Tree-pie breeds during April, 
M :fv and June at all heights from the level of the plains to at 
least 7,000 feet. It makes a nest like that of I), rufa rufa and 
builds it in similar situations, but selects forest, either light or 
heavy, well away from habitations for this purpose. The nest is 
often much smaller and more fragile than that of the Common 
Tree-pie and I have known it placed in quite low bushes. The 
eggs number from three to five, the latter number being excep¬ 
tional. The ground-colour may be any tint of pale stone, very 
pale cream or pale reddish, and more rarely pale greenish white. The 
markings are of pale sienna and grey-brown, darker richer brown, 
or dark reddish brown ; typically the markings are richer and 
holder than they are on the eggs of the Common Tree-pie and 
are often confined to the larger end in a ring or cup. Very few 
of its eggs could bo confounded with those of that bird. 

Two hundred eggs average 28*8 x 201 mm. 

Habits. The Himalayan Tree-pie is found all over the plains of 
Assam and also in the plains close to the foot-hills of the Dooars 
and "Nepal Terai and ascends everywhere up to 5,000 feet and 
often considerably higher. They are forest birds and do not care 
for the vicinity of villages and houses but otherwise they are 
much like r* rufa in their ways. They are equally noisy but 
not, I think, so musical, and like the rest of the family, are great 
persecutors of small birds during the breeding season. 

(33) Dendrocitta sinensis assimilis. 

The Burmese Hill Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta assimilis Hume, 8. F., v, p, 117 (1877) (Muleyit); 

Blnnf. Sc Oates, i, p. 32. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This subspecies is a rather darker, duller bird 
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than the last; the under parts are more uniform in colour and the 
cent.i% of the abdomen less white. The cheeks, ear-cora*ts and 
throat are a paler brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in D % s, himcday - 
cnsis but the bill more massive. 

. distribution. Burma as far north as the Chin Hills and Shan 
States and to the west the Pegu and Arrakan Yomas. 

Hidificatioix similar to that of D. s. himalayensis. 

Habits. A hill bird confined to elevations principally between 
3,000 and 4,000 feet, but descending to the foot-hills in the winter. 
In the summer it is found at least up to 0,000 feet, probably 
higher. 


(34) Dendrocitta frontalis. 

The Blaok-buowej) Tkee-uie. 

Dendrocitta frontalis MoClell., 3?. Z.S., 1889, p. 163 (Assam); BImtf, 
Ac Oates, i, p. 38. * 

Vernacular names. EanM-boifi (Lepclia); Kolio-Ko (Bhutea); 
Da o-lea-link gaschim (Cachari). 



Fig. 12.—Head of D . frontalis . 


Description. Forehead, the greater part of the crown, sides of 
clan, throat, fore neck, tail, wing-quills and the primarv- 
coverts black; the remainder of the wing ash-grey ; nape, hind 
neck, upper back, sides of the neck, breast and upper abdomen 
pale grey; lower back, scapulars, rump, upper tail-coverts, lower 
abdomen, thighs and under tail-coverts chestnut, the thighs 
tinged with brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill and legs black; irides red-brown 
often very bright. ' 

Measurements. Total length about 370 to 380 mm,; tail 245 to 

i mm.; wing 120 to 120 mm. ; tarsus about 30 mm.: culmen 
about 2o mm. , 


Distribution. Himalayas from Eastern Nepal to the extrem 
east and south pi Assam into the higher hills of Manipur bu 
apparently not mto Lushai or Chin Hills. 
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Nidification. This bird breeds freely in the N. Cachar, Khasia 
and Naga Hills east as far as Lakhimpur but it seems to be 
much rarer north of the Brahmaputra. I have not personally 
found it breeding much below 4,000 feet but the Nagas brought 
in nests and eggs to Dr. Coltart from much lower elevations in 
Lakhimpur. The nest is a small, neat replica of that o£ the 
Himalayan Tree-pie but is much more compact and well put 
together. They are often built quite low down in scrub-jungle, 
undergrowth and even in high weeds and small bushes. The 
breeding season lasts from the end of April into July. 

The eggs also are similar to those of the last bird but are 
more handsome and nearly always much more profusely marked. 
They measure about 27*0 x 19*9 mm. 

Habits. The Black-browed Tree-pie is essentially a bird of 
heavy evergreen forest, though it affects the more open glades on 
the outskirts of these. It goes about in small parties of half-a- 
dozeu or so, and has a very musical note rather like, vet easily 
distinguishable from, the call of its plains’ cousins. Like these 
birds also it has many discordant notes, though it is not nearly as 
noisy a bird. It does not appear to be a regular egg and young- 
bird thief, but doubtless despises neither if fate throws them in 
its way. It eats fruits, seeds and insects but chiefly the last. 
It is common between 4,000 and 7,000 feet and descends in the 
winter still lower, coining into the plains themselves in Eastern 
Assam but not elsewhere. 

(35) Dendrocitta bayleyi. 

The An dam ah Tree-pie. 

Dendrocitta bayleyi Tytler, J. A. 8. B., xxxii, p. 88 (1863) (Anda¬ 
mans) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 34. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The feathers round the base of the bill black ; the 
remainder of the head, neck, upper back and upper breast 
dark.bluish ashy; lower back, scapulars and *rump pale rufous- 
olive ; upper tail-coverts bluish ashy; lower breast rufescent 
ashy; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts chestnut; tail and 
wing black, the latter with a large white patch on the primaries 
and outer secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill, legs, feet and claws black, the sides 
plumbeous grey; iris bright yellow, in some rich golden yellow. 
{Hume.) 

Measurements. Total length about 3ou to mm.; wing 
120 to 126 mm.; tail from 180 to 230 mm., generally about 210; 
tarsus and bill from about 25 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidification. Nothing on record, but I have 13 eggs collected 
for me by a Pathan convict which can all be matched by eggs of 
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nimcuayensis . They average about 28*6x 21*9 mm and were 
taken in April and March near Port Blair. 

Habits. Davison obtained this bird near Port Blair and more 
commonly at Mount Harriet and Aberdeen. He observes that it 
is a forest bird and never ventures away from the cover of large 
trees; also that it never descends to the ground, Oates did not 
obtain it either on the Great Cocos or on Table Island. 



Genus CKYPSIRHINA Yieill., 1816. 

With this genus we come to the end of the true Magpies or 
Long-tailed Crows. The members of the present genus are small 
and are characterized by a tail of peculiar structure, the central 
pair ot feathers being spatulate at the ends. The bill is small and 
the nostrils are concealed by a mass of fine velvety plumes, which 
also surround the base of the bill. 

The Backet-tailed Magpies are quite arboreal and in the course 
of many years* observation Oates never saw one of them on the 


C. vanans , p. 58. 
C.cucullata , p. 57. 


Fig. 13.—Head of C . vanans. 


(36) Crypsirhina varians. 

The Black Racket-tailed Magpie. 

Corvus mrians Lath. Ind. Orn. SuppL, xxvi, (1801) (Java) ; Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 35. 

Vernacular names. Ami-whine (Burmese). 

Description. The whole plumage metallic bronze-green, tinged 
with bluish on the head; wings brown, the outer webs of the 
primaries greenish, the other quills more or less entirely tinged 
with greenish ; tail black, with the same tinge but with more 
sheen ; forehead, round the eye and about the gape dull black, 
the feathers of a velvety texture. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blue , bill black, mouth flesh-colour ; 
legs and claws black. 

Measurements. Length about 310 to 330 mm.; wing about 110 
to 116 mm.; tail from about 175 to 200 mm.; tarsus about 30 mtn. ; 
culmen about 23 mm. 
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Distribution. This fine little Magpie has its headquarters in 
Pegu, extending up the valleys of the Irrawaddy and Sittaung to 
some’wav north of Thayetmyo and Toungoo. To the west it 
extends to Bassein, south to Mergui and into Sumatra, Borneo 
and Java. To the east it extends to Siam, where it is very- 
common in the south, and to Cochin China. 

Nidification. The breeding season lasts from April, in which 
month Hop wood took eggs in Tavoy, through May and J une to July, 
in which latter month Nurse took eggs in Pegu and Herbert found 
them breeding in Siam. The nest is a typical Magpie's nest, 
though without a dome. It is a shallow cup of fine twigs, roots 
and tendrils with a diameter of about 5" to 6" by 1' deep intern¬ 
ally and some 9" in external diameter. It is generally placed in a u 
thorny bush or tree 8 to 12 feet from the ground. 

The eggs are two to four in number, typically Corvine in 
appearance, and average 24*8 x 18*3 mm. 

Ha bits. The Racket-tailed Magpies are birds of comparatively 
open forest and light bush, tree, or bamboo-jungle. They eat both 
fruit and insects, and may be seen clinging to the outer branched of 
trees as they search the leaves and flowers for the latter. They 
are not gregarious, though sometimes two or three may be seen in 
company; their usual note is a not unpleasant metallic call, and 
they do not appear to possess the harsh notes so common to this 
group. 

(37) Crypsirhina cuculiata, 

Thh Hooded Racket-tailed Magpie. 

Crypsirhina cucullata Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 20 (Thayetmyo); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 35. 

Vernacular name. Ami-whine (Burmese). 

Description. Whole head, chin and throat black; round the 
neck, next to the black, a ring of ashy white ; the whole upper 
plumage, wing-coverts and inner secondaries vinaceous grey ; 
lower plumage the same but rather more rufous; central tail- 
feathers black, the others the same colour as the back; primaries 
and their coverts black ; outer secondaries black with ashy-white 
edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blue ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; 
leg:* and claws dark brown; inside of the mouth flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length 300 to 315 mm.; tail 180 to 
200 mm.; wing .102 to 108 mm.; tarsus about 26 to 27 mm.; 
culmen about 20 rum. 

The young have the head brown ; the central tail-feathers and 
wings are blackish brown and the general colour of the body 
plumage is less ashy and more vinaceous; the bill is black, with 
an orange gape and inside to the mouth ; the eyelids are pale blue 
with orange edges. 
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This Magpie has the central tail-feathers narrower than in 
C. vartans and more abruptly spatulate at their ends. 

Distribution. Central and South Burma, Siam and N. Malay 
Peninsula. Harington obtained it as far JNorth as Monywa and 
Pvmmana on the Chine! win, and it extends East into "West Central 
Siam. Wickham obtained it as far North as the foot of Mt. Vic¬ 
toria in the Chin Hills. 

Nidification. Similar to that, of 0. variants, though the nests 
appear to be smaller and neater. The eggs are small replicas of 
those of that bird and measure 23'0x 18'0 mm. Harington 
obtained its eggs in May. 

Habits. Differ in no way from those of the Black Backet-tailed 
Magpie, but it seems to keep more exclusively to bamboo-jungle 
and scrub. Ifc is a bird of the dry zone, and will not be found in 
those parts of Burma where the rainfall is very heavy. 

Genus PLATYSMURUS Reich., 1760. 

The genus Plata/smur us contains two species, one of which is 
resident in Tenasserim whilst the other inhabits Borneo. In 
many ways this genus connects the typical Magpies and the 
typical Jays. 

The bill is very much curved and shorter than the head and the 
bristles covering the nostrils are numerous and stiff but short. 
The feathers of the crown of the head are very harsh. The tail 
is of no great length but well graduated. The sexes are alike and 
the young resemble the adults. 

(38) Platysnaurns leucopterus. 

The White-winged Ja y. 

Glaucopis leucopterus Teimn., PI. Col., No. 265 (1824) (Sumatra). 

Platysmurus leucopterus. JBlarif. & Oates, i, p. 37. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole plumage black; the terminal halves of 
the larger upper wing-coverts and a large patch on the exterior 
webs of some of the outer secondaries white ; the forehead 
crested and the feathers stiff. 

In some specimens the smaller wing-coverts are narrowly mar¬ 
gined with white, and this probably means immaturity. 

Colours of soft; parts. Bill, legs, feet and claws black; hides 
lake-red to crimson. [Davison.) 

Measurements. Length about 400 to 410 mm.; wing about 190 
to 200 mm.; tail about 200 to 220 mm.; tarsus 35 to 38 nun ; 
eulmen about 35 mm. 


misriy 



Fig. 14.—Head of P. Ieucopierus. 

Habits. According to Davison “* this species keeps entirely to 
the forests, going about usually in parties of from four to six. 
They have a deep, rolling, metallic note, which they continually 
utter as they move from tree to tree. 1 have never seen them on 
the ground; they probably get their food, which consists of 
insects, and, occasionally at any rate, of fruit, amongst the trees. 
They are excessively restless and always on the move, flying from 
tree to tree, generally at a considerable height and continually 
uttering their harsh, metallic call. They restrict themselves to the 
evergreen forests, never, that 1 am aware, coming into the gardens 
or open ground*” 

Hapwood says they are common about Tavoy and that they are 
not shv. 


Genus GARRULTJS Briss., 1760. 

The genus Garndus contains the True Jays, of which there are 
numerous species in Europe and Asia, three species and several 
subspecies being found within the limits of the Indian Empire. 
These Indian Jays are resident species but may be partially 
migratory to the extent of moving up and down the slopes of the 
mountains according to season. 

The Jays are birds of bright plumage, the wing especially 
being marked with vivid blue. They are not exactly gregarious 
but often three or four are found together. 
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In the Jays the bill is strong* about three-quarters the length 
of the head and the commissure is straight. The nasal bristles 
are short and numerous* completely covering the nostrils. The 
tail is of medium length and slightly graduated. 

G. lanceolatu$ lias been separated geuerically under the name 
Laletfis on account of its crested crown and more stiffened 
feathers of the throat. These characters are, however, only 
questions of degree and I see no reason to accept them as generic 
in the Jays when we discard far greater differences as of no value 
specifically in other birds. 


Key to Species. 

A. Tail blue barred with black . 

JB. Tail all black. 

a. Forehead white, crown black or black and 


G. lanceolatus , p. 60. 

white . . 6r. leucotis, p. 01. 

• Forehead and crown vinaceous like the back G. bispecularis, p. 62, 


(39) Garrulus lanceolatus. 

The Black-throated Jay. 

Garrulus lanceolatus Vigors, P. Z. 8., 1830, p. 7 (Himalayas) : 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 38. J ’ 

Vernacular names. Bcm-sarrah (of the Simla hilimen). 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape, crest and sides of the head 
black ; remainder of upper plumage vinous grey, brighter ou the 
rump and upper tail-coverts; tail blue, barred with black, tipped 
with white and with a broad subterminal band of black ; primaries 
and secondaries black, barred with blue on the outer web; the 
primaries narrowly, the outer secondaries broadly tipped white; 
the inner secondaries grey, with, a subterminal black band and a 
white tip; lesser coverts vinous, the median and greater black; 
primary coverts almost entirely white; winglet barred with blue 
and tipped with white. 

Chin, throat and foreneck black with white shaft-streaks, the 
black terminating in a patch of iron grey on the upper breast; 
remainder of the lower plumage and sides of the neck vinous 
grey, brighter than the back. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet livid flesh or slaty pink; 
claws more horny; bill slaty pink at base, yellowish at tip ; iris 
red-brown, red or deep red-lake. The colour of the iris probably 
changes with age. 

Measurements. Length about 225 to 235 mm.; wing 150 to 
155 mm. ; tail about 100 to 175 mm.; tarsus 32 to 34 mm.; 
eulrnen about 27 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chitral and Hazara to .Nepal 
and the whole of Garhwal and Kashmir up to some 8,000 feet. 





Nidification. Breeds from the middle of April to early June at 
heights between 4,000 and 8,000 feet, making a shallow cup-shaped 
nest of twigs and roots, more rarely of grass, lined with moss, 
fern rachides, or fine roots. It is generally placed in a small oak 
or other tree, 10 to 30 feet from the ground in thin forest. 
The eggs vary from three to six, generally four or five. In colour 
they vary fyom pale yellowish stone to pale greenish, finely stippled 
everywhere with olive-brown and, more seldom, with a few hair¬ 
lines of black. They measure about 28*0 x22*6 mm. 

Habits. The Black-throated Jay is a bird of forests but of the 
thinner more open parts, venturing often into comparatively un¬ 
wooded tracts. Like the European Jay its voice is loud, harsh 
and penetrating, and it is a noisy bird, more especially in the 
mornings and evenings in the breeding season. It is omnivorous, 
eating fruit ami insects, small mammals, birds and reptiles and 
other birds’ eggs. Its flight is like that of its European cousin 
and it indulges in the same flappings and contortions when on the 
wing. 

Garrulus leocotis. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A. Crown all black. G. L leucotis , p. 63. 

B, Crown white, narrowly streaked with black .. G . L oatesi, p. (52. 


(40) Garrulus leucotis leucotis. 

The Buhmese Jay. 

Garrulus leucotis Hume, P. A. S. B., 1874, p. 106 (Kaukaryit); 

Blank Sc Oates, i, p. 3D. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and front of crown white, with brown 
shaft-streaks ; anterior crown and crest black ; lores, feathers 
under the eves, ear-coverts, chin, throat and front of neck white ; 
a broad moustachial streak black ; back, rump and scapulars 
vinous brown, paler on the rump; breast the same as the back ; 
abdomen and flanks paler vinous brown ; upper and under tail- 
coverts and vent white; tail black, barred with ashy towards the 
base; lesser and median wing-coverts like the back; wingiet 
primary-coverts, the outer greater coverts and the outer webs of 
most of the secondaries on their basal halves, bright blue banded 
with black; remainder of greater coverts and quills black, the 
primaries with some portions of the outer web grey; the inner¬ 
most secondary ,partially chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown to dark brown or wood- 
brown; bill almost black with pale or whitish tip; legs horny 
white to dull flesh-colour, claws a little darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 to 325 mm.; wing 165 
to 177 mm.; tail about 130 mm.; tarsus about 45 mm.; culmen 
about 26 mm. 
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Distribution. The hills of Burma from the Kachin Hills in the 
north-east, through the Shan States, Karen Hills to Termsserim. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in great numbers allround about 
Mayrnyo, ami its nests and eggs have been taken by many collec¬ 
tors. The nests are wide, untidy cups of twigs, grass and roots, 
and the eggs are like those of O . lanceolatus but verj r much 
larger, averaging about 33*0 x 23*0 mm. It appears to nest in com¬ 
munities. The breeding season commences in the end of March 
and lasts up to the end of May. Three to five eggs are laid, 
generally four. 


Fig. 15.—Head of Cr. 1. leucotis. 

Habits. Found principally between 4,000 and 7,000 feet, and 
keeping much to pine and dry deciduous .rather than to evergreen 
forest; there is little otherwise in the habits of this Jay which 
calls for remark. Harington found it very common in the oak 
forests near M ay in yo, and obtained six or seven nests close to 
one another in quite small patches of forest. 

(-11) Garrulus leucotis oatesi. 

Sha urn’s Jay. 

Garrulm oatesi $harpe, Hull. B. O. C., v, p. 44, 1896 (Chin Hills). 
Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Like the Burmese Jay but lias the anterior crown 
and crest white, broadly streaked with black instead of wholly 
black* 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in G. I . leucotis , 

Distribution. Upper and lower Chin Hills right up to the 
borders of Manipur and Looshai and probably inside these 
countries also, though the Chindwin and Irrawaddy rivers may 
prove to be its west and eastern boundaries. 
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Nidifkation. This Jay breeds in the Chin Hills in April and 
probably Mav between 3,500 and 5,000 feet. Mr. J. M. D. Mac¬ 
kenzie describes a nest as “a shallow cup in a low tree in scrub 
jungle on a steep hillside. It was placed about 10 feet up and 
made entirely of roots with a few scraps of moss outside. It 
measured externally 6"x2|", inside 4|"x2".” 

The eggs are like those of the Burmese Jay but the few I have 
seen average smaller, being about 29 5 x23*1 mm. 

The hen sits very close and has literally to be driven from the 
nest. 

Habits. Messrs. Hop wood and Mackenzie found this Jay fairly 
common, in the Chin Hills, keeping to hillsides with oak and scrub 
forest. Voice, flight and habits generally are in no way dis¬ 
tinguishable from other species of the same genus. They report 
this Jay as moving about fairly widely in the spring and autumn, 
visiting comparatively low valleys in the winter but always 
breeding at over 4,000 feet. 

Garrulus bispecularis 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. The palest of all the forms. Throat vinaceous 

like head.. G. b. bispecularis, p. 63, 

B. Darker and browner and less vinaceous; 

throat and lower breast about the same 

colour . .. G.b, interstinctus, p.64. 

O. Still darker and browner; throat and breast 

concolorous .. G.b. per$aturatus } p. 65, 

I). Above very rich red-vinaceous; throat and 
sides of head much paler; forehead faintly 

streaked . ;. G.b , haringtoni, p. 65. 

E. Above rich red-viuaceous; throat almost 
pure white and sides of head paler; fore¬ 
head faintly streaked. G.b. rufescens, p. 65. 

It is very doubtful whether the whole of the Garruli should not 
be treated as subspecies of the same species in so far as leucoiis 
and bispecularis are concerned. Haringtoni in many ways links 
up the white-eared forms with the dark-eared ones but the 
breeding areas still require to be carefully worked out and, until 
this is done, it seems desirable to keep them apart. 

The above key is a far from satisfactory one but may suffice to 
enable students who know whence their specimens come to 
identify them. 


(42) Garrulus bispecularis bispecularis. 


The Himalayan Jay. 

Garrulus bispecularis Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 39. 

I restrict the type-locality to Muvree, Punjab, 


(Himalayas); 
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Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A broad black nioustachial band ; lower part of 
rump, upper and lower (ail-coverts, vent and thighs white ; with 
these exceptions the whole plumage of the head, neck and body is 
a rich \inaceous fawn-colour; tail black, with some interrupted 
ashv bars near the base of the central pair of feathers : wings as 
in hucotis. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dusky; margins of eyelids dull 
brick-red ; iris reddish brown ; tarsi and toes pale pinkish fleshy; 
claws livid. (Scully.) 

Measurements. Length about 300 mm.; wing 160 to 178 mm.: 
tail about 180 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; culmen about 
26 rum. 

Distribution. Western Himalayas from Cashmere to Nepal and 
(xarhwal. 

Nidiflcation. .Breeds in April, May and June, making a nest of 
twigs and roots, lined either with grass or with finer roots and 
sometimes having a little moss on the exterior. In shape it varies 
from a shallow to a deep cup some 6" to 8" in diameter and 
it is placed in a fork of some small tree, near the top. Chestnuts 
and oaks seem to be specially favoured. It breeds up to 
7,000 feet or higher and sometimes as low as 3,000 feet. 

The eggs number four or five and are like those of lanceofotns 
but more boldly speckled and often more reddish in the ground¬ 
colour and markings. They measure 27*5 x 21*4 rum. 

Habits. The Himalayan Jay is a resident bird throughout the 
range between 3,000 and 7,000 feet, perhaps moving up and down 
a little in summer and winter. It haunts forest of all kinds, 
both evergreen and deciduous, and in general habits it closely 
resembles the Black-throated Jay. 

(43) Garrulus bispecularis interstinctus. 

The Sikkim Jay. 

Garrulus bispecularis interstinctus Hartert, Nov. Zoologies, xxv, 
p. 430 (1918) (Darjeeling). 

Vernacular names. Lho-Karrio-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Similar to the Himalayan Jay with the upper 
parts darker and more reddish brown. The throat is concolorous 
with the lower breast and upper abdomen. 

Measurements. Wing 150 to 170 mm. (Hartert). 

Distribution. Sikkim and probably all the hills north of the 
Brahmahputra as far as the Mishmi and Hafla Hills, where 
Dr. J. Falkiner obtained it. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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(44) Garrulus bispecularis persaturatus. 

The Khasia Hills Jay. 

Gamdus bispecularis persatui'atus Hartert, Nov. Zoolosicio, xxv 
p. 4&0 (1918) (Shillong). ° ’ ? 

Vernacular names. Dao-jlampu (Cachari). 

Description. The darkest and brownest of all the races. 
Measurements. Wing 162 to 176 mm. 

Distribution. Hills south of the Brahmaputra, but the limits 
still undefined. South of Manipur it is not found in the Chin Hills 
and east of the Naga Hills the country is still utterly unknown. 

Nidification. Breeds in the Khasia Hills in May, during which 
month two nests were brought in to me with the parent birds. 
They were made of twigs, roots and tendrils and lined with finer 
roots and fern rachides ; in. shape broad cups about 1 Q"x 4|". 
Both nests were placed in rhododendron trees 15 to 20 feet 
from the ground in mixed oak and rhododendron forest at about 
6,000 feet. 

The eggs are like those of the Himalayan Jay and average 
about 29*0 x 22*5 mm. 

Habits. I found this bird more than once in N. Cachar in 
stunted oak forest at 5,000 to 6,000 feet but it was very rare; in 
the Khasia Hills it was generally to be found either in the pine- 
forests or in the patches of oak-forest just above the pines. In 
habits and manner it was very like the common .European Jay, 
but much more shy and not so noisy. 

(45) Gamdus bispecularis haringtoni. 

Kippon’s Jap. 

Garrulus harim/toni Rippon, Bull. B. O. C., xv, p. 97 (1905) (Mt. 
Victoria, S. Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Sikkim Jay, but throat whitish and 
sides of head and ear-coverts much paler. The crown is also 
distinctly, sometimes strongly, streaked with blackish. 

Measurements. This is a large bird, the. wing-measurements 
being 170 to 178 mm., so that in size as well as in colour it 
approaches the Burmese Jay. 

Distribution. South Chin Hills and South Kaehin Hills, where 
they seem to overlap with the Burmese Jay. A Jay which is 
found in the N. Shan States may be this or Uucotis . 

Nidification. The nest and eggs of this Jay were taken on 
Mt, Victoria but no details recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other Jays. It is said to keep 
much to pine-forests and to grass-covered, hills with scattered oaks.* 

* Cr. b. rufeseens, the Yunnan day, is almost sure to occur within the 
Shan States and may be distinguished by the characters given in the key. 

VOL. I. F * 




mtSTfty 


CORVID iE. 



Genus NUCIFEAGA Briss., 1760. 

The genus Nucifrciga contains the Nutcrackers, birds of well- 
marked form and colour, two of which are found within Indian 
limits, inhabiting the higher part of the Himalayas where they 
are resident, 

*• In the Nutcrackers the plumage is more or less spotted with 
white ; the bill is straight, pointed and about as long as the head; 
the nasal bristles are short and stiff and completely cover the 
nostrils; but the tail is short and very little rounded. 

Key to Species. 

A. Rump and upper tail-coverts not 

marked with white ... N.caryocatacteshmiispila, p. 66. 

B. Rump and upper tail-coverts 

marked with white .. IV. mvltipunctata , p. 67. 

(46) Nucifraga caryocatactes hemispila. 

Tiie Himalayan Nutcracker. 

Nucifraga hemispila Vigors, P. Z. S., 1830, p. 8 (Himalayas); Blanf. & 
Oates,- i, p. 41. 

Vernacular names. Lhokariyo-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Narial bristles black and white; forehead, crown, 
nape, hind neck and upper tail-coverts chocolate-brown ; with these 
exceptions the whole of the plumage is umber-brown, the sides of 
the head and neck streaked with white; chin and throat with a 
few small white shaft-streaks ; the back, breast and upper abdomen 
with oval white drops ; under tail-coverts pure white; wings glossy 
black, the lesser and median coverts with triangular white tips; 
a few of the inner primaries with a large oval white mark on the 
inner webs, probably disappearing with age, as it is absent in some 
birds ; central tail-feathers black, the others broadly tipped white, 
the amount of white increasing outwardly. 

Some birds have the breast-spots pale rufescent instead of white, 
a feature which seems to have nothing to do with age. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet black ; iris reddish brown 
to hazel or deep brown ; hill brown with paler tips. 

Measurements. Total length about 370 mm.; tail about 150 to 
160 mm.; wing 205 to 225 mm., averaging about 210 or rather 
more; bill 40 to 45 mm.; tarsus about 40 mm. 

The young are pale brown, with rufescent drops everywhere 
instead of white. These, however, turn white at the first moult, 
when the head also acquires the white colour. 

This bird is merely a local race of the European Nutcracker, 
from which it differs in having a far darker head, the centre of 
the throat and neck unspotted with white and the outer tail- 
feathers almost entirely white instead of merely tipped with white. 
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Distribution. The Himalayas from the extreme N.W., Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan into Tibet. Its distribution still requires a 
considerable amount of consideration as it seems to overlap in 
many places with the next. 

Hidification. Hume took its nest with young in May near 
Simla, 6,500 feet, and Mr. A. E. Jones found a nest with young 
and one addled egg in April in the same district, whilst Whymper 
took nest and eggs in Garhwal 16.5.06 at 10,500 feet. The 
nests are described as being lik« neat Crows' nests but with a 
thick lining of fir-needles and grass. Two clutches of eggs were 
obtained for me in Tibet on 80.4.20, both of which were second 
layings after the first had been destroyed. The two dutches con¬ 
tained three and four eggs, but all were unfortunately broken except 
one. This, and the eggs taken by Messrs. Jones and Whymper are 
similar in character to those of the European bird, except that 
they are duller pale sea-green in colour and have much larger 
blotches of oliversienna and neutral tint. 

My egg measures 35*0x26:0 mm. 

Habits. This bird keeps much to forests of pine, cedar and hr 
between 3,000 and 12,000 feet, and subsists largely on the seeds 
of these trees ; but they also eat other seeds and fruits as well as 
insects. Though not regularly gregarious, they are said sometimes 
to collect in small parties. Their notes are harsh and loud. 


16.—Hoad of N. multi punctata, 


(-17) Nucifraga multipunctata, 

Tun LuiGER-sroTTBi) Nutcracker. 

Nucifraga multipunctata Gould, P.Z.S., 1819, p. 23 (N.W. Hima¬ 
layas) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 41. 

Vernacular names. Mak-kharra (Pushtu); Tong-she-sha-gct 
(Tibetan). 

Description. Differs from lhe Himalayan Nutcracker in being 
darker, a chocolate rather than an umber-brown, and in being much 
in ore profusely marked with white. T he lores and luiriai bristles 
are white or black and white ; the rump and upper tail-coverts 
have a white spot on each feather; the wing-coverts and quills are 
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more profusely spotted with white, and the white on the lower 
plumage is so extensive as to sometimes make this look almost 
wholly white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown ; bill horny brown; legs 
and feet black. 

Measurements. Length about 350 mm.; wing 190 to 210 mm., 
average about 200 or rather less; tail 160 to 170 mm.; tarsus about 
40 mm.; bill about 50 mm. and decidedly more slender than in 
Jtemisjnla and its subspecies. 

Distribution. N.W. Himalayas from Afghanistan, Gilgit, 
Kashmir, Ladakh to S.E. Tibet, whence I have had specimens 
sent me. Charnbi Valley in Tibet aud Sikkim. 

Mdification. Eggs sent me by Mr. D. Macdonald with the 
parent birds from the Charnbi Valley are exactly like those of 
the European Nutcracker, very pale blue-green speckled with dark 
brown sparsely everywhere and a little more numerous at the 
larger end. They measure about 33*6 x 24*6 mm. 

The nests were said to be neat facsimiles of those of the Indian 
House-Crow, but neater and with a lining of pine-needles. 

Habits. These differ in no way from those of the last bird. 
Osinas ton says that it feeds principally on the seeds of the Blue 
Pine (Finns excel set) and of the Spruce ( Ficea morinda). 

Genus PYRRHOCORAX Vieill., 1816. 

The germs Pyrrhocorax contains the Choughs, of which there 
are two species— P . pyrrhocorax, the Bed-billed Chough, and 
F . graculus , the Yellow-billed Chough, which occur unchanged 
over a great area of three continents. Both are found within 
Indian limits. 

They resemble the true Crows in colour, but; differ from them 
all in having the bill and feet brilliantly coloured. 

The bill is long and slender and gently curved throughout its 
length ; the narial plumes are very short and dense, The tarsus 
is quite smooth, differing markedly from the true Crows in this 
respect. 

(48) Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax. 

Tee Bed-Billed Chough. 

Upupa pyrrhocorax Linn., Syst. Nat., ed. x, p. 118 (1758) (England). 

Graculus eremita. Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 46. 

Vernacular names. Tsagh (Kandahar). 

Description. The whole plumage glossy black. 

Colours of soft pai’ts. Iris brown ; legs and feet vermilion-red, 
claws black; bill vermilion-red. 

Measurements. Total length about 450 min.; wing 270 to 
315 mm.; tail 150 to 170 mm.; cuhnen 45 to 60 nun.; tarsus 
45 to 53 mm. 
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The Indian bird seems to average much larger than the English 
though not larger than the Continental bird. 

Distribution. Northern Africa, Europe and N. Asia. In India 
it is found throughout the Himalayas to Eastern Tibet. 


Fig. 17,—Head of V. pyrrhocora.v. 


Fig. 18.—Foot, of P\ pytrliocorax, 

Niditication. The lied-billed Chough breeds freely in Tibet, 
Ladakh and Northern Kashmir, breeding generally in cliffs, but, in 
Tibet, frequently in the Tibetan houses and buildings whether 
occupied or not. They are early breeders, laying in the end of 
March and April and often having a second brood. The eggs are 
like those of the English bird, but much duller and more brownish 
in tint and they average much bigger, 41*7x28*4 mm. against 
40*7x27*9 mm. Why no per took its eggs at the end of April in 
Garhwal at 9,000 and 12,400 feet. The nests were of sticks 
with wool lining, placed in clefts of rocks. 
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Habits. The'Red-billed Chough is found in summer up to 
16,000 feet and over, descending in winter to 5,000 feet or 
even lower. It is a gregarious sociable bird feeding together on 
the ground much like Rooks. They are noisy birds and haunt 
human habitations and camps as well as wilder tracts. 

(49) Pyrrhocorax graculus, 

The Yellow-eillei) Chough. 

Corvus graculus Linn., Syst. Nat., ed. xii,p. 15#(1766) (Swiss Alps). 

Pyrrhocorax' alpinus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 44. 


Fig. 19.—Head of P. graculus, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole plumage black with a slight gloss, 
more developed on wings and tail. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to red-brown ; bill yellow; 
feet vermilion, the claws homy brown or black. 

Measurements. Total length about 420 mm.; wing 262 to 
287 mm.; tail about 180 mm.; culmen 25 to 30 mm.; tarsus 45 
to 48 mm. 

Distribution. South Europe and Central Asia. In India 
throughout the Himalayas from Kohat to Central Tibet and 
South-East Tibet. 

Nidification. Eggs have been taken in the Liddar Valley and in 
S.E. Tibet in April and May from nests placed in steep rocky 
cliffs, either in holes or in crevices in rocks. As a rule the 
breeding places are almost or quite inaccessible. The eggs differ 
in no way from those of the European bird. The ground-colour 
is a very pale yellowish grey, rarely with a cream tint, and the 
spots are of light brown and neutral tint, rather sparse as a rule 
but more numerous at the larger end. 

Habits. In summer it is found between 10,000 and 15,000 feet, 
coming down to 5,000 feet in winter. According to Stoliczka this 
species is very social and frequently visits the camp of the 
traveller in Spiti and Ladakh, as it does also in Tibet. It is as 
familiar and noisy in the neighbourhood of villages and camping- 
grounds as the common House-Crow 13 in India. In the breeding 
season it to some extent deserts human habitations for the wilder 
cliffs. 
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Genus PODOCES Eischer, 1823. 


PODOCES. 



In this most remarkable genus are found certain species of 
birds which appear to be most nearly related to the Choughs but 
should possibly be placed in a family by themselves. 

The bill is slender and very long and the nostrils completely 
concealed under stiff plumes ; the wing is short and rounded and 
the legs long and strong. 

These curious birds, to which the name of Ground Choughs has 
been given, differ from all other forms of Corvidce in their 
yery weak flight. In habits they are strictly ground-birds 
spending practically their whole time upon it. They are found 
only on the high plateaus of Central Asia, a single specimen of 
one species having straggled into India. 


(50) Podoces liumilis. 

Hume’s Ground Chough. 


Podoces humilis Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 408 (Saryu Pass, Yarkand). 

Vernacular names. Day-day (Tibetan). 

Description. Above sandy brown with whitish collar around 
neck ; wing-coverts like the back with faint terminal brown bars ; 
quills brown with pale edges; below pale isabelline with centre 
of abdomen almost white ; central tail-feathers blackish brown 
paling to isabelline-white on the outermost. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill and feet black; iris brown. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 93 mm.; tail about 65 mm.; tarsus 
28 mm.; bill about 23 mm. 

The female is a trifle smaller, wing 88 to 90 mm. 

Distribution. Yarkand to Tibet, Koko Nur and Kansu. A 
single specimen has been sent me from the Chambi Valley in the 
extreme north of Native Sikkim. 

Nidiflcation. This bird breeds freely in Tibet between 11,000 
and 15.000 feet, making its nest, a soft pad of grass and fur, in 
burrows of the Mouse-hares, or self-made. According to Dresser 
the nest is sometimes placed at the end of a tunnel as much as 
12 feet long, such as one would hardly expect the bird to excavate 
for itself. The eggs, either three or four in number, are pure 
white and measure about 22*9 x 16-4 inro. The breeding season 
is May, June and July. 

Habits. They inhabit the same uplands as those inhabited by 
the Mouse-hares but are sometimes seen away from them. Their 
flight is very low and feeble and they are essentially ground-birds, 
spending their whole time thereon and never perching on trees or 
bushes. They are insect feeders. 


PABI1X/K. 


Family PARIDiE. 

The Tit At o uses. 

Oates included the Titmouses in the same family as the Crows 
and the group of birds he called Crow-Tits. Whilst, however, 
they show certain affinities with both of these groups, the three 
seem to be much easier to separate than are many others, such as 
the Thrushes, flycatchers and Warblers, the true Shrikes, etc., 
and it, therefore, seems to be more consistent to keep these 
separate also. 

The Titmouses, Farida ?, differ from the Corvidae in having the 
first primary equal to or less than half the length of the second, 
Whereas the latter have this always more than half as long as the 
second. 

Like the Corvidae , the Farida? have the nostrils concealed by 
feathers or bristles, though in the genus MelanocMora the soft 
feathers which lie over the nostrils do not wholly cover them. 
The bill is short and conical, varying considerably in depth and 
stoutness; the rictal bristles are short, the tarsus well developed 
and the surface scutulated; the wing is generally weak and 
rounded but is longer and more pointed in MelanocMora. 

Hellmayr has divided the Titmouses into several subfamilies, and 
includes amongst them the Paradoccornithidw, These latter birds, 
however, seem to me to constitute a good family, showing in some 
respects an affinity to the Titmouses, but in others a still closer 
connection with the Timeliido. The genus Fanurus , the Bearded 
Tits, should probably also be placed with the Paradoxornithiace. 

As regards the Indian Titmouses, I see no reason to divide them 
into subfamilies, and I include them all in the same. Since, 
however, the ‘Fauna of India' was published, we have*had to add 
other genera and species to our list, the principal being JRemiz 
(Anthoscopus) coronatvs and Farus ( Cyanistes) cyanw. 

The key to the genera given below applies only to our Indian 
species. Hellmayr includes Lophophanes , Sylviparv.s, Machlolo ~ 
phus and Cyanistes ill the genus Farm , but though Cyanistes 
cannot be divided from that genus, the other three appear to me 
to be generieallv distinct and are therefore retained. Lopho - 
plumes , it is true, is not always crested. Our Indian Lophophanes 
ater amorfius has a well-developed crest, although it is only a sub¬ 
species of L . ater ater which has none and the two extremes are 
linked up by geographical races which have crests in varying 
degree. Op the other baud, the shape of the tail in this genus 
quite suffices to keep it distinct from Farus . 

Cyanistes is a true Farus in everything but colour. 

The young are like the adult but paler, and in some species the 
grey or black in the adult is strongly suffused with green in the 
young. 
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Key to Genera . 

A. Tail slightly rounded. 
a, Head not created. 

a'. Outermost tail-feathers falling short 
of k the tip of the tail by length of 


hind claw only . Parus, p. 73. 

b\ Outermost tail-feathers falliug short 
of the tip by length of hind toe and 

claw ... ..Egithaliscus, p. 98. 

b . Head created. 

e\ Wing never as much as 90 mm. M'aC1iloi.ophub, p, 89. 

d'. Wing never as short as 100 mm. .AIklaisochlo ha, p. 101. 

B, Tail square or very slightly forked. 

c. Head crested...... LoThophanrs, p. 88. 

d. Head not created. 

e'. Plumage above yellowish green. Sylviparus, p. 88. 

/'.No green on upper plumage . Kemiz, p. 100 . 


Genus PAEUS Linn., 1706. 

The genus Par us, of which the Great Tit of England may be 
considered the type, contains those Tits which are not crested 
and in which the tail is slightly rounded. They have a broad, 
black, ventral band and in this character agree with Machlolopirns, 
which, however, possesses a long pointed crest. 

The true Tits are found over a considerable portion of the 
world. Live species inhabit the Indian Empire, two being found 
over the greater part of Europe and A sia, i.e. major and palustris ; 
two, nuchalis and mmticotus , being local; and the fifth, cyanus , a 
very rare visitor. 

In Parus the feathers of the crown are rather long, but do not 
form a crest; the tail is considerably shorter than the wing, and 
the outer feathers are shorter than the central ones by about the 
length of the hind claw. 

Key to Species. 

A. Plumage not blue and white. 

a. Lower plumage whitish buff, or fawn, but 

not bright yellow. 

a'. Back and rump ashy or greenish . 

b’ . Back and rump black .. 

o\ Back and rump olive-brown ... 

b. Lower plumage bright yellow. 

P>. Plumage all blue and white above . 

Parus major. 

The Great-Tits or Grey-Tits may be divided into two-groups— 
the first group with green backs and yellow under parts, the 
second with grey backs and the under parts ranging from 
practically pure white to fawn or buff. 

The first group, that of the true Parus major, ranges over the 
whole of Europe, extreme Northern Africa and Northern Asia to 


P. major , p. 78. 
jP. nuchalis , p. 79. 

P. palustris, p. 81, 
P. monticolm , j>. 80. 
P. cyanus, p. 81. 
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Japan. Southwards it extends to Palestine, Asia Minor and 
Northern Persia. 

The second group, which we may call the Indian cinereus 
group, is to be found through Southern Persia and North Arabia, 
throughout India and in a loop working North, including Afghan¬ 
istan, Syr Daria and Arm Daria in Turkestan, Tianscban and 
Kashmir. East it is found through Burma and Southern China 
and the countries South of them. Between these two distinct 
groups we have more or less intermediate forms found in Tibet, 
Northern Shan States, and Central Asia. 

Within Indian limits we have no form approaching the 
European Purus major major group, all our geographical races 
belonging to the grey cinereus group. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. No green on hack. 

a. Upper and lower plumage darker; tail 

black on inner web with grey edge, and 
all grey on outer web. Wing 00 to 
68 nun., tail 53 to 61 mm... P. in. cinereus, p. 74. 

b. Paler; upper parts a pale clear blue-grey, 

under parts almost white, nuchal patch 

distinct and nearly white. Wing 08 to [p. 76. 

75 mm., tail 52 to 63 mm. P. m. intermedins , 

c. Upper and lower parts darker, nuchal 

patch greyer and inconspicuous. 

a’. Larger; wing 70 to 79 mm., tail 00 [p. 76. 

. to 70 mm.. ... P. in. kasckminensir,, 

b. Smeller; wing 63 to 70 nun., tail 52 [p. 77. 

to 63 mm. P. m. planormi, 

d. Upper plumage as dark as cinereus ; tail 

black on both webs with narrow 

grey edges. Wing 63 to 74 mm., tail [p* 77. 

51 to 62 mm. .. . . P. m. mahrattarum , 

B. Some green on upper plumage. 

e. Upper parts and scapulars all olive-green; 

wing 06 to 79 mm., tail 66 to 74 mm... P. in. tibetanus , p. 78. 
/. Green confined to extreme upper back; [p* 78. 

wing 61 to 68 mm., tail 53 to 61 mm... P. in. commixtus , 


(53) Parus major cinereus. 

The Indian Grot Tit. 

Varus cinereus Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist, Nat., xx, p. 316 (1818) 
(Java). 

Varus atneeps. Blanf. A Oates, i, p. 46. 

Vernacular names. Ram-gangra (Beng.). 

Description. Forehead, lores, crown, nape, chin, throat, breast, 
a band on either vside the neck connecting the nape with the 
breast, and a band down the middle of the abdomen,black; cheeks 
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and ear-coverts white; the upper part of the back next the nape 
white; remainder of back, rump, scapulars, lower and median 
coverts ashv grey ; winglet and greater coverts black, edged with 
ashy grey and the latter broadly tipped with white; quills dark 
brown, the earlier primaries and inner secondaries edged with white, 
the other quills with ashv grey; upper tail-coverts deep ashy 
blue : tail black, the four median pairs of feathers ashy grey on the 
outer webs and all but the middle two pairs tipped with while; 
fifth pair white, with the shaft black and a band of black on the 
inner web; outer pair nearly entirely white with black shafts; 
sides of the breast and abdomen vinaceous; under tail-coverts 
black in the centre, white at the sides. 
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Fig. 20.—Head of P. m. cine reus. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; iris brown; legs and feet 
plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mra.; wing 60 to 68 mra.; 
tail 53 to 61 rnm.; tarsus about 15 mra.; culmen about 10 rain. 

The young of this and all the allied grey forms have a tinge of 
yellow on the lower parts and generally a good deal of green on 
the upper. 

Distribution. Northern India, Assam, Western Burma to 
Sunda Island and Java. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range but at different 
times in different localities from March to June. The nest is 
placed in a hole of a tree, wall or, more rarely, in a bank and 
consists of a pad of moss, hair, wool or fur : occasionally with 
some vegetable cotton and feathers. Wickham reports that it 
took readily to nest-boxes placed low down on trunks of trees in 
his garden at Maymyo, The eggs, four to six in number in 
India, three or four only in Burma, are white or very pale pink 
w ith spots and specks of reddish brown. I hey average about 
17*0 x 13*3 mm. 

Habits. Though not gregarious in the strict sense of the term, 
these little birds are very sociable and may often be seen con¬ 
sorting in small parties in favourite feeding-haunts. Ihey are 
restless, active little birds, clambering about branches and twigs 
;n their search for insects, now hanging bead down most to reach 
some tempting morsel below, now standing on tip-toe to get to 
one above them and then once more scuttling round to catch 
some quickly moving ant or spider. They feed on all kinds o 
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"insects, many seeds and fruits and in times of stress practically 
anything that comes to hand. A meaty bone is a tempting bait 
to them as is a split cocoa-nut hung in a tree near their haunts. 
They are essentially arboreal in their habits blit occasionally 
descend to the ground after insects. Their note is a rather shrill 
whistle and their flight rather feeble and dipping. They are 
resident birds almost wherever found, moving about to some 
extent according to the seasons. 


(5-) Parus major intermedins, 

The Arc han Grey-Tit. 


Flint* bocharentis var. intermedins Sftrudny, Bull. Soe. Imp. Nat. 

Moscow, (No. 3), vol. iii, p. 789 (1890) (8.W. Transcaspia). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very pale race, the upper parts a clear blue- 
grey, the under parts almost pure white with very little tinge of 
vinaceons; the hnchal patch is white and conspicuous and the 
grey of the tail pale and extensive. 

Colours of soft parts as in cine reus, but the legs are pale slaty 

grey* 

Measurements. A rather large bird with a comparatively short 
tail. Wing 68 to 75 mm.; tail 52 to 63 nun. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Chitral, East Persia 
and S.W. Transcaspia. 

Nidification and Habits as in cinereus ; the eggs average 
about 17*5x 13*6 ram. Its nest and eggs were taken by White¬ 
head at Kalhutty, Baluchistan, and by Harington in the Khagan 
Valley. .Fulton found it up to 12,000 feet in Chitral, where it was 
very common, and took two nests from holes in Walnut-trees. 

(53) Parus major kaschmiriensis. 

The Kashmir Grey-Tit. 

Farm major Jcaschmirimsis Hartert, Vbg. Pal., i, j. 345 (1905) 


(Oil git). 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A dark bird distinguishable from all others of the 
dark forms by its greater size ; both upper and lower parts are 
not as dark, however, as in cinereus, but the nuchal patch is grey 
and very inconspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts as in cinereus . 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 79 min.; tail 60 to 70 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Grarkwal, Simla, and Hills of the North- 
West. 
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Nidiiication. Breeds freely in Kashmir and elsewhere, from 
3,500 feet up to 9,000 feet or higher. The eggs four to six, or 
even seven, are more richly coloured than are those of the Indian 
Grey-Tit and measure about 18*5 x 13*5 mm. The breeding 
season is from the end of April to early June. 

Habits as in the other Grey-Tits. 


(64) Parus major planorum. 

The Punjab Grey-Tit. 


Pams major planorum Hartert, Nov. Zool., 1905, p.499 (S. Punjab). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This bird is a small replica of the Kashmir Grey- 
Tit, much the same size as cinereus but decidedly paler. 

Colours of soft parts as in cinereus. 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 70 mm.; tail 52 to 63 mm. 

Distribution. Plains of N.W. India and Punjab. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. Eggs of a clutch sent me, and 
said to have been taken at Lahore, average about 175x 13*4 mm. 

Habits as usual, but according to Hartert this is purely a plains 
form though there is very little material available for study in the 
shape of breeding specimens. 


(65) Parus major mahrattarum. 

The Southern Grey-Tit, 


Parity major mahrattarum Ilartert, Nov. Zool., 1905, p. 499 (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Indian Grey-Tit or even darker, 
the nuchal patch hardly noticeable and the tail-feathers wholly 
black on both webs, with only narrow grey edges to the outer 
webs. The black central streak on the abdomen is generally very 
wide. 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 74 mm.; tail 51 to 62 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Central and South India and 
Ceylon. It is found as far north as Northern Bombay across to 
Obota Nagpore and E. Bengal. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range in the more hilly 
parts which are well wooded. In the northern drier countries it 
lays in February, March, and early April; in South India in 
March and April and in the higher hills in April to June, whilst m 
Poona Betham took eggs as late as August, possibly second 
broods. The eggs are more richly coloured, as a rule, than 
those of cinereus and the average size of 30 eggs is 17*4 x 13*6 mm. 
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Habits. Similar to those of cinereus. This little Titmouse is 
really more of a bills than a plains bird, though in the winter it 
wanders over a very wide extent ol country. It prefers hills and 
broken country, more especially such as are fairly well covered 
with trees and forest, and it is found in the hills of Southern 
India practically up to their summits. 

(56) Paras major tibetanus. 

The Tibetak Great-Tit. 

Parus major tibetanus Hartert, Yog. Pal., p. 346 (1905) (Chaksam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Back decidedly green and the lower parts suffused 
with yellow. Its size alone at once distinguishes it from com- 
mixtus and minor , and it has more white on the tail than either 
of these races. 

Colours of soft parts as in cinereus , but tarsi apparently paler 
and brighter slate-blue. 

Measurements. Wing 66 to 79 mm., generally over 70; tail 
66 to 74 mm. 

Distribution. S.E. Tibet, Yunnan and N.E. Kauri Ivaehin 
Hills. Chumba Valley, Sikkim. 

Nidification. A common breeder in the Gyantse Plain, Tibet, 
breeding both in holes in trees and in walls and banks. Eggs of 
a clutch taken from a small natural hole in a willow, measure 
about 18*8 x 13*5 mm., and are richly marked for Great-Tit’s eggs. 
The nest was of wool and Mouse-hare ( Lagomys ) fur. It was 
taken on 18.5.17. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(57) Parus major commixtus. 

The Burmese Great-Tit. 

Parus commixtus Swinhoe, Ibis, p. 63 (1868) (8. China). 

Parus minor. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 48. 

Vernacular names. Buinum memka (Burmese). 

Description. Differs from tibetanus in having the green con¬ 
fined to the upper back and scapulars, the yellow below is 
obsolete or very slight, and the white on the outer tail-feathers 
is less extensive. Irom the true minor oi tlapan and IS. China 
it differs in being much less green above, and more buff or 
vinaeeous rather than yellow below. 

Colours of soft parts as in cinereus . 

Measurements. Wing 61 to 68 mm., generally under 66 ; fail 
53 to f51 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, Eastern Burma, Siam, Shan Slates 
and S. China. 
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Nidiiication. Breeds in April and May and possibly sometimes 
earlier, as a clutch in the Waters trad t collection was taken ou 
the 20th February. The nest is made of fur, wool, or hair, 
sometimes with a base of soft moss and sometimes mixed moss 
and other materials, but nearly always lined with wool, hair, or 
fur. It is generally placed in some hole in a tree or dead stump 
but Hariugfcontook it from a hole in a bank. The eggs, four to 
six in number, are like those of* cinereus and measure about 
16*2 x 12'8 (1(180 x 13*05 mm. Mackenzie). 

Habits. Much the same as those of cinereus in India. A 
sociable, lively little bird frequenting, preferably, broken Hilly 
country and ascending’ the hills to at least 6,000 feet but also 
being found in the low country, perhaps, however, more frequently 
in the winter than in the summer. 

(58) Parus nuchalis. 

The White-winged Black-Tit. 

Parus nuchalis Jerdon, Madr. Journ., xiii, p. 131 (1844) (Eastern 
Ghats); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 49. 

Vernacular names. Nalla paisa jitta (Tel.). 

Description. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, lores, 
sides of the crown, chin, throat, centre of the breast and a broad 
ventral band black; a large nape-patch, the cheeks, ear-coverts 
and. those parts of the plumage not already mentioned white 5 
the under tail-coverts streaked with black; quills with the outer 
webs white at base and a partial narrow edging of white elsewhere ; 
the later secondaries broadly edged white and the innermost one 
or two wholly white. The two outer tail-feathers white, the next 
with the outer web white, the inner web black with a white tip, 
the other feathers black with white tips. Theamouut of white on 
the tail varies considerably in different individuals. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black; legs and 
feet slaty-plumbeous (Butler). 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 61 to 71 mm.; 
tail 51 to 57 mm. ; tarsus about 18 rum.; culmen about 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Prom the country round the Sambhar Lake 
through Ajmere to Deesa and on to Cutch ; Jerdon first obtained 
it on the Eastern Ghats west of Neliore and Dr. Stewart obtained 
it at Bangalore. The specimen in the British Museum from 
the Gadow collection is labelled Bhutan, but this assuredly is 
a mistake. 

Nidification. Nothing on record. 

Habits, Apparently a resident bird wherever found, but very 
little is known about it. Jerdon records it as keeping to the tops 
of heavily wooded hills on the Eastern Ghats. 
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(59) Parus monticolus monticolus. 

The Gbeex-backeb Tit. 

Parus monticolus Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 22 (Himalayas, Simla); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 49. J ? 

Vernacular names. Sarak-ehcik-pho (Lepcha); Daosi-whet 
(Cachari). 

Description. Cheeks and ear-coverts white; the whole head, 
nape, breast and a broadband down the middle of the abdomen 
bliu-k ; a whitish patch on the nape ; back and scapulars greenish 
yellow ; rump slaty ; upper tail-coverts black ; tail black, Uie outer 
webs suffused with blue, all the feathers tipped with white, the 
outer web of the outermost feather entirely white ; lesser wing- 
coverts black, edged with slaty; the other coverts and the winglet 
black, edged with blue and tipped with white, forming two wing- 
bars ; the earlier primaries edged with white at base and below 
the emarginations : the others, with the outer secondaries, edged 
with blue and tipped with white; innermost secondaries black 
edged and tipped with white ; abdomen, sides of breast and 
axillaries bright deep yellow; under tail-coverts black, tipped with 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black ; iris brown; legs dark slate or 
plumbeous, claws horny-brown to blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 130mm,; wing 04 to 69mm.; 
tail 54 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 20 mm.; culmen about 
10 mm. 

The female is a little smaller with a wing of 60 to 65 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the extreme JNT.W. to 
Manipur, Chittagong and the H.E. of the Chin Hills. 

"Nidification. This little Tit breeds throughout its range at 
altitudes betweeu 4,000 and 9,000 feet in April, May and June. 
It makes a nest of moss, fur, wool and hair, sometimes of one, 
sometimes of two or more of these materials, and often with a 
dense lining of feathers. Any convenient hole will suffice whether 
it be in a tree, a wall, part of a building or occasionally a bank. 
In Shillong it has been found in a hole in the thatch of a house 
but, for nesting purposes, this bird does not frequent houses and 
buildings as often as do the Grey-Tits. 

The eggs number from four to six and even eight and are white, 
boldly and freely blotched with red and reddish brown. 100 etras 
average 17T x 12*8. 

Habits. A high-level bird, this little Tit is seldom found much 
below 5,000 feet, whilst it may be seen in the Western Himalayas 
up to and over 10,000 feet. It is a sociable, familiar little bird, 
haunting gardens and the vicinity of human habitations, keeping 
much to the trees and taller shrubs, on which it keeps up an 
ever-restless hunt for its insect food. It also eats many fruits 
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bat is not a seed-eater, nor does it seem to enjoy a stray meat- 
bone from the kitchen as eimreus does. Its note is a very 
loud four syllabic whistle, which may be written ti-ti-tee-it, the 
third syllable much prolonged. In Shillong, where it is very 
common, this call is the first bird-note to be heard in the early 
dawn when it is most persistent and shrill though quite musical. 


(60) Parus cyanus tianschanicus. 

The Tia^scha:* Blue-Tit. 

Cy anisic* cyanus vai*. tianschanicus Menzbier, Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 
ix, p. 270 (1881) (Mountains of Central Asia). 

Vernacular names. None recorded, 

Description. A thin line of deep blue running through the 
eye and over the ear-coverts iii a narrow collar round the nape; 
remainder of head pale vinous blue or blue-grey; back pale 
blue-grey upper tail-coverts bright dark blue, tipped with white ; 
outermost tail-feathers white, with the basal, third of the inner 
web blacky on each succeeding pair the white decreases and 
the black increases and becomes more blue, especially on the 
outer web, until the central reef rices are ail dark blue, except for 
broad white tips. Visible portion of closed wing deep blue, the 
quills edged with white on their terminal halves and the inner 
secondaries with bold white tips also ; greater coverts with similai 
tips making a broad bar of White across the wing. 

Below pale vinous blue-grey with a broad patch of black on the 
abdomen forming an interrupted black median line on these parts. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill slaty horn; irides brown ; legs and 
feet plumbeous. 

Measurements. Wing about 75 mm., tail about 65 mm.; culmen 
about 7 nun.; tarsus about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Tianschan, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Chitral. 

Nidification. It is said to biased in May, laving 10 or II typical 
Blue-Tits’ eggs, white spotted with red, in a nest of hair and 
grass in a hole. In size they seem to vary between 18*5x12*5 
( Dyhowsfci) and 14*8 x 11*5 mm. (Hey), 

Habits. Those of the genus. They are found at considerable 
elevations, certainly up to 12,000 feet, descending lower in winter, 
especially in the most northern parts of their habitat where they 
may be found at the level of the Plains. Fulton obtained five 
young birds in Chitral, at 10,000 feet in July 1902; he reports 
that this Tit was common there in the river-bed, where they were 
frequenting dense scrub of willow, juniper and birch. 
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Parus palustris. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A. Back grey, tinged with olive-green 

B. Back olive-brown, much darker.. . 


P. jo. korejeu'i, p. 82. 
P. p. pceeilopsis p. 82. 


(61) Pams palustris korejewi. 

The Turkestan Marsh-Tit. 


Tarns communis korejewi Zarud. & Harms, Orn. Monatsb., x, p. 54 
(1902) (Karatau, Turkestan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head, nape and extreme upper back, chin and 
upper throat black ; back grey, tinged with olive-rufous ; next 
to black of head on nape pure white, fading into smoky fulvous on 
neck; below white tinged with fulvous on flanks and abdomen ; 
wing-quills brown, with silver-grey edges; coverts broadly edged 


grey. 


Measurements. Wing about 65 mm.; tail about 56*2 mm.; 
tarsus about 16 mm.; culmen about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan. A rare 
straggler into extreme N. W. India. 

Nidification, A clutch of eggs taken at Sarsen, Turkestan and 
given to me by Herr M. Kuschel are indistinguishable from those 
of the British Marsh-Tit. They average about 16*0 x12*5 mm. 
and were taken on the 10th May, 189(3. 

Habits. Similar to those of other races of the Marsh-Tit. 


(62) Parus palustris pceeilopsis. 

The Yustnah Marsh-Tit. 


Lophophunes pceeilopsis Sharpe, Bull. B. 0. C., xiii, p. 11 (1902) 
(Ohatung, W. Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last, but much darker olive-brown 
above and darker, duller fulvous below. 

Colours of soft parts. Not given, but appear to be the same as 
in the British bird. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; culmen about 
10 mm.; wing about 65 mm.; tail about 52 mm.; tarsus about 
14 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan. A specimen obtained by Col. H. II. 
Harington near May my o in the Kuchin Hills is referable to this 
race. 

Nidificat-ion and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Genus LOPHOPHANES Kaup, 1829. 

This genus is very similar to Varus , but can be distinguished by 
the shape of its tail which is square or slightly forked. Our 
Indian species are crested but others are not and even 
in the same species the crest may be absent, moderate or well 
developed as in Lophophanes ater ater which has no crest, and in 
L. a. mnodius which has a long one. 


Key to Species. 

A. With a double row of spots on the wing- 

coverts. 

a. Abdomen iron-grey .. L. melanolophus , p, 83. 

b. Abdomen ferruginous . L. ater amodius, p. 84, 

B. With no spots on wing-coverts. 

c. Chin and throat black or blackish. 

a'. Breast and abdomen ferruginous ,... L. rubidiventris , p. 84. 
b '. Breast black . L. rufonuchalis , p. 83. 

d. Chin and throat fulvous grey . L. dickrous , p. 86. 


(63) Lophophanes melanolophus. 

The Crested Black-Tit. 

Tarns melanolophus Vigors, P. Z. S., i, p. 23 (1831) (Himalayas). 

Lophophanes melanolophus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 57. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown, crest, hind neck, lores, chin, 
throat and crest deep black; a large patch on the nape white ; 
the ear-coverts extending down the sides of the neck, the cheeks 
and under the eye white; upper plumage iron-grey, the exposed 
parts of the wing and tail paler; the middle and lower series of 
the wing-coverts, the inner and some of the outer secondaries 
tipped with white, the tips of the coverts more or less tinged with 
rufous; lower plumage from the breast downwards iron-grey; 
the under wing-coverts, ax diaries and a portion of the Hanks 
chestnut; under tail-coverts nearly all chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; legs, feet and claws dark 
bluish grey ; iris brown {Davison). 

Measurements. Length about HO mm.; wing 60 to 63 mm.; tail 
about 37 to 88 mm.; tarsus about 16 mm.; cubnen about 6 mm . 

The young have the head brown; the upper plumage greyish- 
brown ; the wing spots very rufous; the chin, throat, and crest 
brown ; the remainder of the lower plumage fulvous-brown with 
the ax diaries pale chestnut. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan to Garhwal, 
between 6,000 and 12,000 feet. 

Nidification. Breeds at all heights from the end of March to the 
middle of June, most eggs being laid in May. The nest may be 
placed in any convenient hole, in tree, wall, bank or rock. It has 
generally a substantial basis of moss, sometimes several inches 
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thick, over which is placed a mass of fur, hair or wool The eggs 
number from four t:o ten and are white with spots of bright 
brownish red. Typically they are longer ovals than are the eggs 
of the geniis Farm and one hundred eggs average 15*7 x 1T7 mm. 
They are said to generally rear two broods. 

Habits. This little Tit is extremely common over the Western 
Himalayas, being found up to 12,000 feet in summer and down to 
2,000 feet in winter, perhaps even lower. It goes about in flocks 
of some dozen or more birds and is very partial to oak forest when 
not too thick. It is said by Adams often to associate with 
Cephaiopyrus jlammiceps. 

(64jj Lophophanes ater semodius. 

The Himalayas Cole-Tit. 

Fams (smoiius llodgs., Blvth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. ‘MB (1844) (Nepal). 

Lophophanes remodws. Blauf. & Oates, i, p. *18. 

Vernacular names. None recorded, 

Description. Forehead, crown, crest, lores, sides of the head 
and nape, chin, throat and sides of the neck black; cheeks, ear- 
coverts and a nape-patch white; upper plumage and exposed parts 
of wings and tail bluish ashy; the rump tinged with ferruginous ; 
the median and greater coverts tipped with white, forming two 
wing-bars ; the inner and a few of the outer secondaries minutely 
tipped with white; lower plumage, axillaries and under wing- 
coverts ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; legs leaden grey ; bill 
black ( Utanford ). 

Measurements. Total length about 105 mm., wing 59 to 61 mm.; 
tail about 40 mm.; tarsus about 17 min.; culmen about 6 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim. It extends into the South of 
Tibet as I have had a skin sent me of a bird caught on the nest in 
the Charnbi Valley. 

Nidification. A bird sent rae with some eggs was caught on its 
nest in a hole of an oak-tree at between 10,000 and .11,000 feet 
elevation. The nest was all of rat fur, a well matted pad fitting 
into the bottom of the hollow. The eggs are indistinguishable 
from those of the European Cole-Tit and measure about 17*9 x 
12*9 mm. The nest was taken on the 13th June. 

Habits. This is a bird of high elevation from 6,000 feet upwards, 
ascending as high as 12,000 feet at least. 

(66) Lophophanes rubidiventris. 

The Eufous-beulted Chested Tit. 

Purus rubidiventris Blyth, J. A. S. P>., xvi, p. 445 (1847) (Nepal). 

Lophophanes rubidiventris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 68. 

Vernacular names. Noue recorded. 
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Description. Cheeks, ear-covers, sides of the neck and a large 
nuchal spot white, remainder of head and neck dark brown or 
blackish, but more the deep black of mdanolopJtvs ; upper plumage 
olive-brown; the wings and tail brown, with bluish-ashy edges 
and the upper tail-coverts tipped with fulvous ; lower plumage 
and under wing-coverts ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; hill black; legs and 
feet phunheous-brovni. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing GO to 63 mm.; 
tail about 42 to 43 nun.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 8 nun. 

Distribution. Nepal and “ JST.W. Himalayas.” The latter 
locality is given for some specimens in the Pin will Collection, 
and may refer to Kumaon. 

Ni&ification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Lophophanes rufonuchalis. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Upper and lower breast black and abdomen [nuchalis, p. 85. 

ashy olive... X. rufonuchalis rufo- 

B. Upper breast black ; lower breast and abdo¬ 

men ashy olive... X. r. beavani , p. 86. 


(66) Lophophanes rufonuchalis rufonuchalis. 

The SiMXA. IIiaok-Tit. 

Pams rufonuchalis Blyth, J. A. 8. B, xviii, p. 810 (1840) (Simla). 

Lophophanes rufonuchalis. JBlauf, & Oates, i, p. 58. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Ear-coverts, under the eye and a stripe down the 
neck white; remainder of bead and neck, breast and a broad band 
down the abdomen black ; nuchal spot white, tinged with ferru¬ 
ginous next the back; upper plumage olive-green; lower abdomen 
and sides of the body ashy-olive ; under tail-coverts and axillaries 
chestnut; under wing-coverts pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; legs, feet and bill black. 

Measurements. Length about 130mm.; wing 73to 77 mm.; tail 
about 55 mm.; tarsus nearly 20 mm.; culmen about 10 mm. 

Tile young have the black replaced with brown and the chestnut 
with pale rufous. 

Distribution. Turkestan and Afghanistan and N.W. Himalayas 
to Garb will. 

Hidihcation. Mr. L. L. Whymper is the only collector who has 
ever found this bird s nest. He writes :— 

44 1 found this bird fairly common at 10,000 feet and upwards 
in the Bhaghirattie Valley, where Brooks got a nest with young 
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and I was lucky enough to find six nests. These were all in the 
ground, either under stones or in actual holes such as rat-holes, 
and all were found between the 8th and 22nd of May. 

“ Speaking generally it is impossible to find them except when 
the birds are building, for they are in the most unlikely places 
that show no sign whatever of a nest. Four eggs seem to form 
the full clutch. The nest is the ordinary pad of wool and hair 
with a little moss below and around, 

“ The male has an aggravating habit of carrying in wool after 
the eggs have been laid.” 

Three eggs given me by Mr. Whymper measure about 
lS’Ox 13’0 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Crested Hill-Tit, with which it 
sometimes consorts. 


(67) Lophophanes nifonuclialis beavani. 

The Sikkim Black-Tit. 

Lophophanes beavani Blyfch, Jerd. B. I., ii, p. 27o (186.3) (Mt, 
Teringloo, Sikkim); Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 59. 

Vernacular names. IAho Tasso (Lepcha). 

Description. The colour of the back is blue-grey, instead of 
greenish, the light parts on the face are yellowish or yellow ; below 
a greenish grey with no traces of a black band. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements much the same as in . 
the last. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet, and Western China. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. Two eggs sent by Mr. St. J. 
Hickley were taken at about 10,000 feet elevation from a hole in 
the roots of a small tree. The nest was a pad of hair and wool, 
and the eggs only differ from those of the last in being rather 
larger, measuring about 18*5 x 13*7 mm. 

Habits. This is a bird of great elevations, and has so far not 
been recorded much below 8000 feet. 

The Sikkim Black-Tit does not seem to intergrade anywhere 
with the Simla Black-Tit, but until more material is available 
from the intervening country it appears better to treat them as 
geographical races of the same bird. 


Lophophanes dichrous. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Paler above, more rufescent below. L.d, dichrous, p. 87. 

B. Darker above, more buff below . L. d. tvellsi , p. 87, 
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(68) Lophophanes dichrous dichrous. 

The BboIvn Crested Tit. 

Tarua dichrous Ilodgs., Blvth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 493 (1844) (Nepal). 

Lophophanes dichrous. Blanf. & Oates, i 3 p. 59. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage brownish grey ; the wing-feathers 
very narrowly edged with hoary grey; forehead and sides of 
the head fulvous mottled with brown; a half collar round the 
hind-neck, interrupted at the nape, cream-colour; chin and 
throat fulvous grey ; lower plumage oehraceous. 

Colour of soft parts. Bill dusky bluish ; feet plumbeous; iris 
brick-red ( Jerdon ). 

Measurements. Length about. 115 mm. ; wing about 65 to 
71 mm.; tail about 55 mm. ; tarsus about 18 min.; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas; South Kashmir, Gfarhwal, Nepal and 
Sikkim. 

Nidification. The nest of this Tit was taken by Mr. B. B. 
Osmaaton in the Tons Valley first with the young in 1894 and 
finally with eggs in 1899. The nests are described as pads of 
moss with a lining of fur placed in small holes in pear and other 
trees. They were taken at an elevation between 8,000 and 
10,000 feet in April aud May. The eggs are described as “ white, 
spotted and blotched fairly thickly all over with chestnut markings.^ 
They measured -67x*51 in. ( = 17*0xl3‘0 min.). 

The nest with eggs was placed in a natural hole in a rotten 
branch of a pear-tree beside the Chakrata-Simla road and in 1917 
a second nest with five eggs was taken near Chakrata similar to 
the other but lined with hair. This too contained five eggs 
measuring *69 x *50 in, ( = 20*0 x 12*7 mm.). 

Habits. Those of the germs. 

(69) Lophophanes dichrous welisi. 

The Yunnan Brown Crested Tit. 

Lophophanes dichrous welisi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xxxviii, 
p. 8 (1917) (W. Yaurmn, Yangtso big bend). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This form differs from both L. d. dichrous and 
L. d. dichroides in being much darker above and paler below, more 
buff than rufous. The head and back are practically concolorous 
and do not contrast, a distinctive feature in the latter race. 

Dimensions aud colours of soft parts as in L . d. dichrous . 

Distribution. Yunnan and N. Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Genus SYLVIPARUS Burton, 1835. 


rhis genus closely resembles Petrus but differs in having a 
proportionately shorter, smaller bill and a square or very slightly 
forked tail; plumage greenish with no ventral band. There is 
only one species. 

Sylviparus modestus. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Above olive-green, below oehraceous yellow_ 8. m. moclestu^, 

B. Above darker and duller, below dull yellowish [p, 88, 

ri WK? ••••'»*■• v *•.*•••• *••••. . 8m. saturatior, 

C. Above paler and brighter, below brighter and Tp, S9. 

palei and more yellow . 8 . m. simlaemis , 

(70) Sylviparus modestus modestus. 

The Yellow-bbowej) Tit. 

Sylviyams modestus Burton, P. Z. S., k 154 (1835) (Nepal); Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 53. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, sides of the neck, the wings and 
tail olive-green, the feathers of the crown centred with brown ; 
sides of the head yellowish green slightly mottled with brown ; a, 
ring of feathers round the eye and a short eye-brow yellow; 
lower plumage yellow tinged with oehraceous ; edge of wing and 
under wing-coverts bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dark plumbeous, palest along the 
commissure and at base oi the lower mandible ; legs and feet 
plumbeous ; iris very dark brown (Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm,; tail about 
35 mm.; wing 60 to 64 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culinen about 
5 mm. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and hills N. of 
the Brahmaputra at least as far East as the Abor Hills. 
Nidification. Nothing known. 

Habits. A bird of the hills above 6,000 feet. In winter it 
apparently comes much lower, possibly on rare occasions into the 
plains. 

( 71 ) Sylviparus modestus simlaensis. 

The Simla Yellow-meowed Tit. 

Sylviparus modestus simlaensis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. 0., xsxviii. 
p. 8 (1917) (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the true modestus in being a much 
brighter yellower green above and in being paler and purer 
yellow below. 
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Colour of soft parts and measurements as iu the Nepal bird. 


Distribution. Simla Hills, northwards. The division between 
the Grarhwal and Simla birds is curious and unusual but is very 
marked. 

(72) Sylviparus modestus saturation 

The Chinese Yeclow-browed Tit. 

fy/Uftparus saturation ltippon, Bull. 13.0. 0., xvi, p, 87 (1900) 
(Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Like the Nepal Yellow-browed Tit but much 
darker and duller both above and below. The under plumage is 
also more grey and less yellow. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, N. Burma, 
East into China. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Very little recorded. A bird of high elevations like 
the other races. 


Genus MACHLOLOPHUS Cabanis, 1850. 

This genus contains a group of rather large Titmouses with black 
and yellow plumage, structurally close to the genus Pams but 
with long pointed crests. Like Pants , however, the birds of this 
genius have a broad ventral band and graduated tails. 

Key to Species and Subsjoecies. 

A. Forehead bright yellow. 

a. Paler and brighter, green of back 

more yellow and less olive .... M. spilonotus spilonotus , p. 89. 

b. Darker, green of back more olive, 

less yellow and with more black 

in proportion . M . s. subviridis, p. 90. 

B, Forehead black. 

a. Paler and brighter, tips of wing- [p. 90. 

coverts yellow. M. xanthoyenys xanthoyenys, 

d. Darker and duller, tips of wing- 

coverts white . M. x\ aplonotus, p. 91. 

(73) Machlolophus spilonotus spilonotus. 

The Northern Black-spotted Yellow-Tit. 

Parus spilonotus Blyth, Cat. B.M. A.S., xvi, p. 445 (1849) (Hima¬ 
layas, N. Cachar). 

Machlolophus spilonotus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 54. 

Vernacular names. Mnchetink-pho (Lepcha). 
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Description. Forehead, lores, a broad supercilium, a nape- 
patch, sides of the bead and neck bright yellow ; crown, crest, a 
patch on either side the nape, chin, throat and a broad mesial line 
down to the vent black ; the longer feathers of the crest tipped 
with yellow'; sides of the breast yellow; remainder of the lower 
plumage olive-yellow, purer next the black band; under tail- 
coverts mixed grey and white ; under wing-coverts and aiillaries 
yellowish white; back and scapulars yellow, each feather laterally 
margined with yellow ; rump yellowish green ; upper tail-coverts 
dark bluish grey ; tail black, broadly edged with bluish grey and 
tipped with white, the outer web of the outermost feather entirely 
white; lesser wing-coverts black, tipped with bluish grey; median 
and greater coverts and inner secondaries black with broad white 
tips; primaries white at base, the outer ones edged with white, 
the others and the outer secondaries edged with bluish grey and 
the latter narrowly tipped White. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides brown or red-brown ; legs and 
feet bluish plumbeous or dark blue-slate; bill black. 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm.; wing 72 to 78 Ihm.; 
tail about 58 mm.; tarsus about 22 min.; culrnen about 10 to 
11 mm. 

The young have no black margins to the feathers of the back 
aud the throat, breast and ventral band are tinged with green. 

Distribution. Nepal to Miri Hills north of the Brahmaputra 
hills south of Brahmaputra to Looshai and Lakhiinpur and 
? Chin Hills. 

Hidihcation. Breeds very commonly in the Kb asm Hills in 
April, May aud June, a few birds nesting both earlier and later. 
The eggs are laid in holes of trees, stone walls and, very rarely, 
banks. The nest is a pad of moss, grass and bits of bracken 
mixed with fur, wool or hair and with a layer entirely composed 
of the three latter on the top. The eggs number from four to six 
and are white boldly spotted, blotched and speckled with light 
reddish brown with a few underlying of pale neutral tint or grey. 

The average of 100 eggs is 17*0x14*1 mm. Like most Tits 
these birds are very close and fearless sitters, often allowing 
themselves to be caught on the nest rather than leave their eggs 
or young. 

Habits. North of the Brahmaputra this fine Tit is confined 
to elevations of 5,000 feet upwards but in the Khasia Hills, 
Manipur, etc., it is common at 4,000 feet and descends in winter 
even lower. It may be found either in small parties of half-a- 
dozen or so, or in pairs. It is a .bold familiar bird entering 
compounds freely and with little fear of watchers. Less restless 
than the Grey-Tits it is still an active, energetic bird and when 
hunting for insects assumes the same curious attitudes. It is a 
much stronger flier than the Grey-Tits and keeps more exclusively 
to the higher trees but 1 have seen it hunting low down in 
Mimosa trees when they are in flower. 
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It is an early riser and its loud “ Did-he-do-it 3)id-he-do-it" 
No, be didn’t” may be heard soon after dawn breaks. This call 
is generally uttered from the top of some tree, especially the first 
thing in the morning. 

(74) Machlolophus spilonotus subviridis. 

The Burmese Beack-spotted Yellow Tit. 

Pants subviridis Tickell (Birth), J. A. S. B., vol xxiv, p. 265 (1855) 
(Tenasseriiu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This is a darker bird than the last, the green of 
the back and Hanks more olive and the extent of the black greater 
both above and on the median ventral line. 

Measurements etc. as in the last bird. 

Distribution. Burma, Siam, Shan States and south to Tenas- 
serirn, where it was obtained on Mt. Muleyit. 

Nidification. Similar to the last. The eggs measure about 
18*5 x 13*5 mm. (Mackenzie). 

Habits. Is apparently found down as low as 3,000 feet but 
generally keeps more or less to the pine forest region of about 
4,500 to 6,000 feet. 


( 75 ) Machlolophus xanthogenys xanthogenys. 

The Northern Yellow-cheeked Tit. 

Farm Xanthogenys Vigors, T. Z. S., i, p. 23 (1831) (Himalayas). 

Machlolophus xanthogenys. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 56. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, forehead, crown, crest, sides of the nape, 
a bar on the side of the neck, a broad streak behind the eye, chin, 
throat, centre of the breast and a broad hand down the middle of 
the abdomen black, the longer feathers of the crest tipped with 
yellow; a distinct supercilium over the eye and ear-coverts, a nape- 
patcli, the cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of the breast and of the upper 
abdomen bright yellow; remainder of the lower surface olive- 
yellow: under tail-coverts white; back and rump olive-green, 
upper tail-coverts slaty ; scapulars and lesser wing-coverts black, 
broadly edged with olive-green; the other coverts black tipped 
yellow; primary coverts dark brown; primaries white at base, 
and the outer ones edged with white below the emarginations; 
outer secondaries edged with bluish and tipped with white, the 
inner secondaries with still broader white tips; tail dark brown 
suffused with ashy-blue on the outer webs, all the feathers tipped 
with white and the outer web of the outermost pair entirely white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; bill black ; legs ami 
feet clear light slaty blue or lavender-blue. 

Measurements. Length about 180 mm. ; wing 69 to 73 mm. ; 
tail about 58 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; eulmen about 10 nun, 

The young differ from the adult in having the black mostly 
replaced with greenish brown and the crown the same colour as 
the back. 

Distribution. Murree to Nepal and Sikkim. The many birds 
recorded as xantJiogenys from various places south of the 
Himalayas are all the next bird as far as can be now ascertained. 

Nidiiication. Similar to that of M. s. spilonoins. The average 
of thirty eggs is 17*7 X 13*1 nnn. 

Habits. This Tit is found between 4,000 and 7,000 feet in 
summer and does not seem to work much lower in winter. In 
its habits generally it differs little from the Black-spotted Yellow- 
Tits. Its call, flight and feeding-habits are all described as 
similar. 

(76) Machlolophus xanthogenvs aplonotus. 

The Southern Yellow-cheeked Tit. 

Prn'us aplonotus Blyth, J.A.S. B., xvi, p. 444 (1847) (Mts. of 
Central India). 

Mnchlolophm haplonotus. Bhuif. & Oates, i, p. 56. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the northern bird in having the 
wing-coverts tipped with white instead of yellow and in having 
the green and yellow portions of the plumage dull instead of 
bright. In this bird also the line over the ear-coverts only 
extends to the corner of the eye and not over it. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in the Northern 
Yellow-cheeked Tit. A careful examination of the big series in 
the British Museum does not show that there is any di fference in 
si/e between the Northern and Southern races in spite of Oates’s 
opinion to the contrary. 

Distribution. Throughout the Peninsula of India South of a 
line drawn from Abu to Pare snath in Chota Nagpur, up to 
elevations of about 6,000 feet. This Tit does not appear to be 
found East of Paresnath or West of Abu. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Northern race. The 
average of thirty eggs is about 17*4 x 13*9 mm. They are not 
distinguishable from those of the last bird. It is said to breed 
from May to September. 

Habits. Is found during the breeding season between 2,000 
and 6,000 feet, wandering higher than this in the Nilgiris and 
coming down to the level of the plains, especially in winter. 
There is nothing special recorded about its habits. 
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Genus 2EGITHALISCUS Cabanis, 1850. 

The genus JEgithaliscw contains a group of very small Tit mouses 
with tails longer in proportion and more graduated than in Petrus. 
There is no crest but the feathers of the crown are very long and 
full. There is no ventral band. 

Key to Specks. 


A. Chin white, throat black . AC. concinnus, p. 93, 

B. Chin and upper throat black in a <-shape AC. hmvaloti, p. 96. 

C. Chin and throat broadly black ... AS. leucogenys, p. 97. 

I). Chin and throat all white . AC. i liveigularis , p. 98. 

E. Chin and throat with silver-white centre 

and rufescent sides. .. ACC. lose /list os, p. 99, 


iEgithaliscus concinnus Gould, 1855. 

Our little Indian Tits hitherto known as erythroeephalus are 
only a geographical race of the Chinese concinnus , moreover the 
name itself cannot be used for this Tit as it is invalidated by 
Liune’s Pants erythrocephalus , x. ed. p. 191 (1758), and I have 
therefore had to give it a new subspectfic name. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Broad supercilium white . AC. c. iredalei, p. 93. 

B. Supercilium mixed black and white. AC. e. manipurensis , 

0. Supercilium all black . [p. 94. 

a. Crown ochre: pectoral band dark and 

well developed ... A. c. talifuensis , p. 95. 

b. Crown brownish but?; pectoral band paler A. c. pin’chelius, p. 95. 

(77) iEgithaliscus concinnus iredalei* 

The Bed-headed Tit. 

Agithaliscus concinnus iredalei Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0. T xli, p. 2 
(1920) (Simla). 

ACgithali&cm erythrocephalus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 50. 

Vernacular names. Pyiong-Samyi (Lepeha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut; a broad eye¬ 
brow from the eye to the nape white; lores, round the eye, ear- 
coverts, a baud under the eyebrow and a large round patch on the 
throat black; chin and a liioustachial streak white ; remainder of 
the lower plumage ferruginous, with a paler band across the 
breast next to the black of the throat; upper plumage and wing- 
coverts bluish grey; primary wing-coverts and winglet dark 
brown ; quills brown, narrowly edged with bluish grey ; tail dark 
brown suffused with bluish grey, the outer web of the outermost 
feather white, the inner tipped with white ; the next two feathers 
tipped with white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Bill black ; gape fleshy - iris pale yellow 
or creamy yellow ; legs huffy yellow ; claws livid (Scully). 

Measurements. Length about 110 mm.; wing about 48 to 
52 mm. ; tarsus about 13 mm.; culrnen 6 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Chitral to the Mishmi Hills 
over 5,000 feet, and in the Miri Hills, according to Stevens, over 
4,000 feet. 

Nidification. The breediug season of this little Tit commences 
about the middle of March and continues throughout April and 
May. The nest is a lovely little ball of moss, mixed with cob¬ 
webs, lichen and seed-down and is thickly lined with soft feathers 
or with feathers and seed-down mixed. About Simla it is often 
placed at the end of a branch of a deodar, at other times in small 
oaks and even in bushes and tangles of creeper, The eggs are a 
very pale pink with a ring of faint red freckles round the larger 
end, but they vary from almost pure unmarked white to a 
pink with a dense dark ring of reddish brown. 100 eggs average 
13*88 x 10*57 min. The clutch is from three to eight eggs. They 
breed at heights from 6,000 to 10,000 feet or more. 

Habits. The Bed-headed Tit associates in small flocks, probably 
merely family parties, frequenting both lofty trees and low bushes 
and shrubs when hunting for food, which consists almost entirely 
of insects. It is said, however, to also eat certain fruit and nuts. 
It is as restless and energetic as the rest of the family, and keeps up 
a constant rather shrill “ tweet ” as it flits or scrambles from one 
branch to another. 

It appears to be a resident wherever found, moving up and 
down very little with the change of seasons. 

(78) iEgithaliscus concinnus manipurensis. 

Hume's Red-headed Tit. 

JEatihaliscus manipurensis Hume, S. F., x\, p. 254 (1888) (Manipur); 

JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 51. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from iredalei in having the eyebrow white 
and black,instead of pure white ; the pale pectoral baud next the 
black throat very white, and distinct and the lower plumage 
chestnut, the portion next the pectoral band being brighter than 
elsewhere. 


Colours of soft parts. Male .—Legs and feet warm reddish 
mahogany brown; claws darker ; bill black ; irides bright yel¬ 
lowish white. 

Female .—Legs and feet very pale orange-brown ; bill black; 
irides creamy white. 

Measurements as in iredalei , perhaps averaging a trifle smaller; 
several birds have the wing under 48 mm. 
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Distribution. Hill ranges South of the Brahmaputra, Ma¬ 
nipur, Looshai and the extreme northern ranges of the Chin 
Hills. 

Mdification. Its eggs have been taken by myself in Shillong, 
and by Messrs. Hopwood, Mackenzie and others in the northern 
Chin Hills, and many by Col. Tytler in the Naga Hills where it 
is quite common. 

Mr. Mackenzie describes the nest as like a small and beautiful 
specimen of the Long-tailed Tit’s and remarks on its predilection 
for brilliant feathers for use as a lining. The eggs are like those 
of the Common Bed-headed Tit and are nearly always three only 
in number. They measure about 13*0 x 10 3 ram. 

The breeding season seems to be Ma}. 

Habits. Similar to those of others of the genus. In the 
Ivhasia Hills and Cachar it is found as low as 5,000 feet, but over 
most of its range it keeps above 6,000 feet and ascends at least as 
high as 9,000 feet. 

(79) iEgithaliscus concinnus pulchellus. 

The Shan Bed-headed Tit. 

JEqiihaliscus pulchellus Bippou, Bull. B. O. C., xi,p. 2 (1900)(Nanoi, 
S. Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Can be separated at once from Hume’s Bed-headed 
Tit by the wholly black supercilium, whilst from the next bird it 
can be differentiated by the colour of the crown, which is brownish 
buff rather than ochre. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in manipnrensis. 

Distribution. Southern Shan States, Karenni. The limits of 
the range of this subspecies are not } r et known. 

Nidiiication and Habits. Nothing recorded. Wardlaw Batnsay 
got it in Karenni at 3,000 feet. 

(80) iEgithaliscus concinnus talifuensis.* 

Bippon’s Bed-headed Tit. 

IEgithaliscus talifuensis Bippon, Bull. B. O. C., xiv, p. 18 (1903) 
(Gvi-dzin, N. Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to Hume’s Bed-headed Tit but has the 
crown ochraceous rather than chestnut; the supercilium is black, 
the plumage below is whiter, and the pectoral band darker, 
though not so dark as in the Shan bird. 


* This form is very doubtfully distmct from JEgithulkem concinnus cm* 
cinnus, from China and Yunnan. 
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The race is nearest to true 2E. c. concinnus of China but is dis¬ 
tinguished from that bird by the more chestnut flanks and sides. 

Colour of soft parts as in iredalei. 

Measurements. A rather bigger bird than the Common Red¬ 
headed Tit. Total length about; 115 nun.; wing 53 mm.; tail 
53 mm.; tarsus about 14 mm. 

Distribution. Mfc. Talifu, \V. Yunnan, B.W. China and N. Shan 
States as far west as the Irrawaddy. 

Nidification. Harington, who took this Tit's nest in the Shan 
States, describes it as like that of the Long-tailed Tit—a ball of 
moss lined with feathers and with an inner lining of seed-down, 
placed in a raspberry bush w ithin two feet of the ground. The 
lull clutch of eggs seems to be three only and they measure 
about 13-5x10*9 mm. 

, Hariugfcon took the above nest in the end of April but Mr. F. 
Grant found it breeding in March and early April. 

Habits. This Tit seems to be obtained principally between 5,000 
and 7,000 feet. Little has been so far recorded of its habits, 
which doubtless do not differ from those of others of the genus. 


iEgithaliscus bonvaloti. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Below white with ferruginous pectoral band. 

Wing 56-61 mm . AZ.b.bomuxloti, p. 96. 

B. Below rufeacent with brownish band. Wing 

50-55 mm. JE. b. s/iarpei, p. 97. 


(81) jEgitlialiscus bonvaloti bonvaloti. 

The Chinese Black-headed Tit. 

. JEgithaliscus bonvaloti Oustalet, Ann. Sci. Nat. ZooL, (7) Vol 12 
p. 280 (1891) (Ta-tsien-lu). ’ V ' ’ 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head black, a coronal streak white on the fore¬ 
head and becoming chestnut-buff posteriorly; upper back dull 
chestnut, fading into dull olive on back and rump ; feathers of the 
latter tipped with dull chestnut; chin and upper throat black, 
somewhat mottled in the centre with white edges to the feathers ; 
below white; a broken pectoral band, flanks, vent and under tail- 
coyerts sandy chestnut; tail blackish *brown, the outermost three 
pairs of rectrices with terminal broad streaks of white; wings 
brown, quills pale-edged and coverts tipped with olive. 

Colours of soft parts. Not recorded. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 56 to 61 mm • 
tail 51 to 60 mm. 
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Distribution. Western China, Yunnan and ]N r .E, Slian States. 
There are several specimens from the last place in the British 
Museum Collection. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(S2) JEgithaliscus bonvaloti sharped. 

The Mt. Victoria Black-headed Tit. 

vEf/ithaliscus sharpei JKippon, Bull, B. O. 0., xiv, p. 84 (1904) (Mt, 
Victoria, Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird, but is wholly rufes- 
centon breast and belly. The pectoral band is brownish and the 
black on chin and on the throat is V-shaped. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 55mm.; tail 48 to 51 min.; “culmen 
0*3", tarsus 0*65" ” {Sharpe). 

Distribution. Higher mountains of the Chin Hills, 

Ni&ification and Habits. Nothing recorded beyond the fact 
that it is found in forests on the mountains of the Mt. Victoria 
chain at 5,000 feet and upwards. 


(83) iEgithaliscus leucogenys, 

The White-cheeked ITt. 


Orites leucogenys Moore, P. Z. S., xxii, p. 139 (1855) ( Afghanistan), 
s&yithalucm leucogenys. Plant, k Oates, i, p. 51. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape pale reddish brown ; 
lores, a very broad band through the eye to the nape, chin and 
throat black; cheeks and ear-coverts white; upper plumage, a. 
band over the ear-coverts, wing-coverts and the edges of the wing- 
feathers olive-grey; vviuglet and primary-coverts dark brown; 
tail brown, the outermost feather with the outer web white and 
the inner tipped with white, the next feather obliquely, and the 
one next to this again very narrowly tipped with white; lower 
plumage reddish fawn, the portion immediately next the black 
throat deep rusty red. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; iris pale creamy or white; 
feet pale orange, claws dusky or brown (Scully). 

Measurements. Total length about 130 nun.; tail about 
55 min.; wing about 55 mm.; tarsus about 17 mra.; culmen 
about 8 in in. 

The young have the black chin and throat of the adult faintly 
indicated only and the colours duller. 
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Distribution. Garhwal, Simla Kills, into Kashmir and thence 
into Afghanistan. 

Nidification. Whitehead (Ibis, Jan. 1909) describes the nesting 
of this species in the Kurram Valley, where it breeds freely in the 
ilex scrub between 4,000 and 8,000 feet. The nest is like that of 
the British Long-tailed Tit but smaller and less neat. It is made 
of moss and cobwebs externally, then a little green grass and 
finally a thick lining of feathers. The eggs seem to number from 
five to eight and to be very like those of the Red-headed Tit and 
measure 14-7 X 9*5 mm. 

They breed from the end of March to early May. 

Habits. In summer the White-cheeked Tit is found between 
5,000 or 6,000 and 12,000 feet, blit in winter descends much lower 
and down to some 2,000 feet. Whitehead obtained a specimen, 
presumably after it bad bred, at Safed Koh at 1,800 feet on the 
20th July. 

It goes about in parties of eight or nine in scrub-jungle, con¬ 
tinually uttering its call-note, which Whitehead syllabifies as 
“ prit-t-t.” It is sometimes found in company with Grey Tits. 


(84) jEgithaliscixs niveogularis. 

The White-throated Tit. 

Orites nivepgnlaris Moore,P.Z. S., xxii,p. 140(1855) (North India). 

JEgithaliscax niveoyidaris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 52. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and front of crown, cheeks, chin, throat 
and sides of neck white ; lores and a very broad eye-band black ; 
the two bands partially blending on the nape; ear-coverts hair- 
brown slightly streaked with whitish; hind crown and nape huffy 
brown; upper plumage, wing-coverts and edges of the wing- 
feathers ashy grey, all but the latter tinged with isabellirie; tail 
brown, the outermost feather with the outer web white, the next 
two white' along the shaft and at the tip ; lower plumage pinkish 
buff, divided from the white of the throat by a broad brown 
band. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dark slaty; legs reddish ; irides pale 
yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 min.; wing about 
64 mm.; tail about 56 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
about 8 mm. 

Distribution. From Garhwal and Simla to Gilgit, Chitral and 
Baluchistan, between 6,000 and 14,000 feet. 

Nidification. The eggs of this bird were first taken by 
Why in per in June 1905 at Dumdar, Garhwal and more recently 
other nests by Messrs. B. B, Osmaston and P. Dodsworth. The 
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nests are described as being like that of the Red-headed Tit but 
larger and densely lined with feathers. That first found by 
. Why m per was placed in the fork of a willow about 6 feet nom 
the ground and others as much as 30 feet from it, whilst 
Osmastons was in the fork of a cherry-tree, both nest and free 
being covered with lichen. The eggs appear to be four in number 
and are like those of the Red-headed Tit’s but more spotted and 
less zoned with the markings. 

They breed from May to June at elevations of 11,000 feet 
upwards. 

Eggs sent me by Dodsworth from above Simla measure about 
14*0 x 10'5 mm. These were taken from nests in small oaks. 

Habits. Osmaston found this bird common in the Tons Valley, 
and Whymper equally so inGarhwal at elevations of some 11,000 
or 12,000 feet. It seems to haunt both thick and sparse forest 
equally, and to go about in little parties like the rest of its tribe. 

Whitehead likens its note to the (i Wi ” of the Goldfinch. 


(85) iEgithaliscus ioschistos. 

The Eufous-fhostxed Tit. 


Farm ioschistos Hodgs., J. A. S. R, xiii, p. 948 (1844 ) (Nepal). 

JEyithalucw ioschUtus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 52. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Eorehead, a broad band on the middle of the head, 
the sides of the neck and a broad collar on the upper back fawn- 
colour; lores, under the eye, and a broad band on the side of the 
crown extending to the upper back and there blending with the 
band on the other side, black; ear-coverts blackish in front, 
rufous behind ; upper plumage, wing-coverts and the edges to 
the wings and tail ashy olive; primary-coverts and winglet dark 
(brown ; tail brown, the outer web of the outermost feather white, 
the next two with some white at the tip ; chin and throat silvery 
white, with the black bases of the feathers showing through ; the 
chin and a stripe under the cheek blacker than the other parts ; 
cheeks and entire lower plumage dark ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; legs yellow-brown; iris 
brown (Jerdon); iris yellow (Blanford). 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm.; tail about 55 mm.; 
wing about 60 mm.; cutmou about 7 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. 

Nidification and Habits. Very little on record. Blanford 
found it in Sikkim at 9,UOO feet and upwards, and believed that 
it kept only to the pine-forests. 
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Genus REMIZ Stejn., 1886. 

This genus contains a group of small birds generally known as 
Penduline Tits, extending from South and East Europe to China. 

They are all small in size, have square tails, no creels, and have 
no green on the upper plumage. 

They are more or less migratory in their habits and only enter 
India as rather rare winter visitors. 

(86) Remiz coronatus. 

The Pesditliine Tit. 

JEijithalw coronatus Severtz., Izv. Obsck. Moskov, viii, p. 136 (1873) 
(Gliodynt, Syr Daria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown white, varying considerably in extent and 
the hinder part much marked with black; forehead, lores, sides 
of crown, cheeks and ear-coverts black, running round the nape as 
a broad band ; chin, throat and neck white, forming a collar below 
the black band; back dark rufous, paling to chill fulvous on the 
lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts; tail blackish brown, 
most of the outer-webs and edges of inner webs white; lesser and 
median wing-eoverts like the back but duller ; greater coverts 
blackish suffused with deep chestnut and with broad tips of pale 
rufous-cream ; quills blackish brown edged with white. Below 
white, suffused with vinous or rufous on breast and flanks; under 
tail-coverts white. . 

Measurements. Length about 105 mm.; wing52 to 55 mm.; tail 
about 42 to 45 mm.; culmen 5 to 6 mm.; tarsus about 12 ram. 

Distribution. Transcaspia, West Turkestan, to East Persia, 
Baluchistan and extreme N.W, India. It lias been recorded from 
Sukkur in Sind (T. li. Bell), Lachi and Kohat (Whitehead 4" 
MagratJi) and Jhelum ( E . Whistler). 

Nidification. This little Tit makes a Avonderful retort-shaped 
nest of vegetable wool and down lined with the softest seed-down 
and with an entrance near the top. It is fastened to the eucl of 
a branch of a tree. 

The eggs, four or five in number, are white faintly marked 
with reddish specks. Four eggs in my collection measure about 
14*3 x 11 *0 mm. The birds are said to breed during May and June. 

Habits. Apparently very similar to those of the Long-tailed 
Tit. In Sukkur, Bell found them in small parties in well- watered r 
dense tamarisk-acacia jungles but in Kohat they were noticed 
in flocks numbering as many as forty. Here they were seen 
frequenting Sbisham-trees and also orchards and camel-thorn 
scrub. The call-note is said to resemble that of the White-eye 
(Zosterops) and to be constantly uttered as they hunt about for 
insects, their principal food, though they will also eat seeds and 
fruit, as do most other Tits. 
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Genus MELANOCHLORA Lesson, 1839. 


This genus was placed by Oates amongst his Liotrichince , with 
which, however, it appears to have nothing in common. It is 
undoubtedly, a very aberrant form of Titmouse and might possibly 
be well placed in a Family or Sub-family by itself. The wing is 
long and pointed and the nostrils are slightly exposed, both 
features unlike any other of the Panda*. On the other hand 
bill, feet, habits and nidificatiou all point strongly to its affinity^ 
with these birds. 

There is only one species extending from Nopal to the Malay 
Peninsula. 


Melanochlora sultanea. 

Keij to Subspecies . 


A. Yellow very brilliant and strong; rather 

larger . M, s. sultanea, p. 101. 

B. Yellow paler and less bright; rather 

smaller... M, s. jlavocristata, p. 102. 

(87) Melanochlora sultanea sultanea. 

The Indian Sultan Tit. 

Partis suit emeus Ilodgs., Inch Rev., 1836, p. 31 (Nepal). 

Melanochlora sultanea. Blanf. ■& Oates, i, p. 241. 

Vernacular names. Bon-tylkt-pho (Lepcha); Dao-rajah-c/atang- 
lili (Cachari). 

Description. Adult male. —Forehead, crown and crest brilliant 
yellow; the rest of the bead, whole upper plumage, wings and 
breast deep black, with a metallic lustre on wings and back; tail 
the same with outermost feathers tipped with white; remainder 
of lower plumage deep bright yellow, the thighs mixed with some 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; mouth dark fleshy ; eyelids 
plumbeous; irides dark brown or red-brown ; legs dark slaty, 
claws dark horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 110*5 to 
115 mm.; tail about 85 to 95 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen 
about 17 mm. 

Adult female and young. The black of the male is replaced 
with greenish brown, the yellow is paler and duller, and the chin 
and throat are yellowish brown. 

Distribution. The Lower Himalayas from Nepal, through Assam, 
North and South of the Brahmaputra to the Ivachin and Shan 
Hills and to Arrakan. Birds from Karenni and North Siam 
are of this race. 
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Nidification. A nest taken by me in N. Cachar on the 
17th May, 1890, was similar to that of a Titmouse, a pad of moss 
with dense lining of cotton-down, placed in a crevice in a big 
bough of an oak. The eggs, seven in number, are like those of a 
Machlolophus and measure about 19*2 x 15*3 mm. They were 
on the point of hatching. 

Habits. The Sultan Tit goes about in small flocks of half-a- 
dozen or so very much like the birds of the genus Machlolophus 
and have the same manner of searching for insects in the branches 
of trees, but their actions are somewhat slower and more deliberate. 
They eat both insects and fruit and seeds, principally the first- 
named, and their call is a loud, rather shrill note bearing a 
resemblance to the note of the Great Tit. 

They are low-level birds, being found principally at and below 
2,000 feet, though they ascend sometimes as high as 4,000 feet. 
They may be found both in evergreen and deciduous forest, 
preferring the. former, and they also frequent bamboo-jungle and 
scrub and secondary growth. They are not shy birds. 

(88) Melanochlora sultanea flavocristata. 

The Malay Scjltak Tit. 

Parus flavocristatus Lafres.,Mag. do Zool., Cl. 2, p. 80 (1837) (lbs 
de la Sonde). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last but with the yellow paler and 
less rich. 

Measurements. Rather smaller than true sultanea with a wing 
under 110 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam and Burma to Sumatra. 

Nidification unknown. 
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Family PARADOXORNITHID/E. 

When Blanford and Oates wrote the ‘Avifauna of British 
India’very little had been recorded about the habits and nidifi- 
cation of this group of birds and it wa9, perhaps, on account of 
this that they were placed by them as a Sub-family of the Corvidar. 
When Harington in 1914 wrote his “ Timeliides" iri the Journal 
of the Bombay Natural History Society, he incorporated the 
Paradoxornithidce in this so-called Order. I can, however, see no 
reason for raising the Timaliidw to the rank of an Order, and 
though it appears that in many respects these curious birds do 
form a link between the Titmouses and Babblers, it appears prefer¬ 
able to give them the rank of a family between the two. 

The genus Panurus is undoubtedly a close relation of some of 
our Indian Parrot-Bills, and will have to be incorporated in the 
same family. 

The Paradoxornitliidce differ from the Panda 1 , in having a much 
longer first primary, the plumage very soft and lax, and in having 
a thick, soft crest of feathers arising from the whole crown. 
Prom the TimaliidcH they differ in having the nostrils completely 
covered with bristles. 

They are very gregarious in their habits and build cup-shaped 
nests in reeds, bushes, etc., whilst their eggs are of several types. 
The bill is very deep, being greater in depth than length in all 
but Conostoma . The culmen is very rounded transversely and the 
margins of the mandible in most species are curiously sinuate. 


Key to Genera , 

A. Tail longer than the wing. 

a. Tail less graduated; oiffermost pair of 

feathers fully J length of tail. Conostoma, p. 103. 

b. Tail more graduated; outermost pair of 

feathers not more than $ length of tail. 
a'. Height of bill more than length. 

Commissure greatly curved . Paiiadoxornis, p. 105, 

b'. Height of bill less than length. 

Commissure very slightly curved .... Suthoba, p. 107. 

B. Tail no longer, or shorter, than wing. 

c. Wing well over 3 inches or 76 mm.. Psittiparus, p. 116. 

d. Wing well under 3 inches or 76 mm. Neosuthora, p. 115. 


Genus C0N0ST0MA Hodgson, 1841. 

The genus Conostoma contains only one species, the largest 
member of the family. It is characterized by a tail longer than the 
wing, but with the feathers considerably less graduated than in 
the following genera. The bill is proportionately much longer. 
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(89) Conostoma semodium, 

The Great Parrot-Bill. 


Fig. 21.—Head of C. amodium. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill horny or dull orange ; legs pale to 
plumbeous or slate-grey ; iris brown. 

Measurements. Length about 300 mm.; wing about 130 to 
133 nun.; tail about HO mm.; tarsus about 37 mm.; culmen about 
20 mm. and from gape 25 mm. 

Distribution. From Nepal, through Sikkim and the higher 
ranges of hills of North Assam into Tibet and YV. China. 

Niditication. Breeds in Sikkim in May. Hume describes the 
nests as shallow, almost tend spheral cups very compactly made of 
grass and lined with the finest grass-stems. A nest sent to me 
was similar but deeper in shape, measuring about 130 mm. in 
breadth and about 105 mm. in external depth. All the nests 
were placed in clumps of ringed bamboo at elevations of oyer 
10,000 feet, except one sent me which had been built in high 
reeds. 

The egg is a dull white sparsely spotted, speckled and smudged 
with yellowish brown and inky purple. The only two eggs known 
both measure about 27*8 x 20*4 mm. 

Habits. The Great Parrot-Bill is a bird of very high elevations 
breeding between 10,000 and 12,000 and descending in winter 
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some 4,000 feet lower. It is found in small companies, scrambling 
and climbing about bamboos, reeds and high grass, hunting for 
insects, on which it chiefly feeds. Its flight is weak and fluttering 
and its call is a loud bleat. 


Genus PAEADOXORNIS Gould, 1836. 

'!■ 

The genus Paradoxornis, as restricted by Oates, contains only 
three species, two of: which are found in India and Burma and 
a third heudei in Eastern China. Paradoxornis differs from 
Gonostoma in having the feathers of the tail more graduated and 
the hill shorter and much deeper. The cutting-edge of the upper 
mandible has a deep sigmoid curve with a corresponding sinuation 
in the lower. The plumage is very lax and full, the wing short 
and rounded, the 4th, 5th, and 0th quills being subequal. 

Key to Species, 

A. Throat haired black and white, bordered 

below with a black band . P.flavirostris , p. 105. 

B. Throat pah? fulvous with black arrow-head 

markings and no band . P. guttaticolUs , p. 106. 


Fig. 22.—Head q{' P. Jkw/rostris. 


(90) Paradoxornis flavirostris. 

Gou lb’s PARItOT-BIL L . 

Paradoxornis flavirostris Gould, P. Z. S., iv, p. 17 (1836) (Nepal): 

Blank k Oates, i, p. 62. 

Vernacular names. Dao mougasha gadeba (Cachari); But-but 
Sorai (Plains Miri). 

Description. Forehead, nape, sides of neck and hinder parts of 
ear-coverts dull chestnut; lores black; feathers round the eye 
and a patch under it white, the bases of the feathers more or less 
black ; anterior two-thirds of ear-coverts and the point of the chin 
black, cheeks and chin white barred with black; throat black; 
upper plumage fulvous-brown, rufous on the tail and visible per 
tion of wings ; lower plumage fulvous. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris deep red or red-brown; bill wax- 
yellow to bright yellow ; legs clear slate or plumbeous grey. 


Measurements. Length about 180mm.; wing about 85 to 90mm.; 
tail about 100 to 110 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.; culmen about 
12 mm. 

Distribution. Prom Nepal to the Chin Hills and the bills south 
of the Brahmaputra from the foothills up to 5,000 or even 
7,000 feet. 

Ni&ification. This Parrot-Bill breeds in April and May and the 
early part of June, making a very compact, deep nest of soft 
grasses, a few shreds of bamboo-leaves and the bark of reeds, well 
coated over with cobwebs and lined with fine grass-stems. It is 
placed either in reeds, bamboo clumps or in bushes, low down and 
generally well concealed but sometimes quite exposed. The eggs 
are normally only two in number, sometimes three. They are 
pure white in ground-colour, very sparsely speckled and spotted 
with tiny pinky-brown marks. Occasionally eggs are found which 
are more like those of Psittiparus , but such are very rare* 
Thirty-five eggs average 21*9 x 1.6*2 mm. 

Habits. Gould’s Parrot-Bill is found from the level of the plains 
of North Assam up to 7,500 feet in the Naga Hills, at which eleva¬ 
tion Col. Tv tier repeatedly took its nest. It is a shy, retiring 
bird, the flocks in the cold weather skulking about in grass and 
reeds, climbing with considerable agility blit very loath to flv and 
then usually only fluttering away into thicker cover a few yards 
distant. When unaware that they are being watched they are in 
the habit of fluttering a few feet into the air above the reeds or 
bushes littering a loud chirrup as they rise. They have the same 
bleating or mewing cry which seems to be common to the family. 
Although principally insect-feeders they also eat seeds and berries. 
Stevens refers to the curious snapping sounds made by these birds 
with their bills when feeding. 

(91) Paradoxornis guttaticollis. 

Austen’s Pakeot-Bill. 

.Paradoxornis guttaticollis David, Nouv. Arch. Mus., vii, p, 14 (1871) 
(Szechuen, W, China); Blank & Oates, i, p. 62. 

Vernacular names. Bao mougasha gadebet (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from fidvivostnsm having the cheeks, chin, 
throat and upper part of the breast pale fulvous white, with 
numerous delicate arrowhead-shaped marks of black, and the 
remainder of the lower plumage of the same colour but without 
the marks; the head and crest of a paler chestnut; the bill about 
half the size and the legs much feebler. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to red-brown : bill wax- 
yellow ; legs and feet slaty-grey or plumbeous tinted with blue or 
green ; k< legs and claws green ’* ( Cochburn ). 

Measurements. Bather smaller than the last; tail about 
100 mm. ; wing 80 to 85 mm.; ctilmen about 8 to 1) mm.; tarsus 
about 26 mm. 

Distribution, Hills south of Brahmaputra, N. Lakhimpur, 
hills of N. Burma, Shan States into western China. 

Nidiiication. Similar to that, of the last bird but probably never 
breeds belovv 3,000 feet and seldom under 4,000 feet. The eggs 
also are indistinguishable and the average of 34 is 22*2 x 16*4 lnnu 

Habits. The same as those of favirostris , but whereas that 
bird is most common at low levels this is found at much higher 
levels and never, so far as has been recorded, in the plains or 
foot-hills. 


Genus SUTHORA Hodgson, 1838. 

The genus Suthora is one which has been much split up 
by some Ornithologists. Harington accepted lletcromorplia r 
Ohleuasicus , Suthora and Neosvihora as good genera. "W hilst, 
however, the last named is sharply divided from the others by its 
very short tail, I can find no generic differences between the three 
first and retain them all under Suthora. 

The characteristics of the genus are the short, thick bill, a trifle 
longer than deep, the culmen strongly curved but with the com¬ 
missure almost straight. The nostrils are very small, circular, 
and.completely concealed by plumules. The sixth primary is a 
little longer than the fifth and seventh or subequal. The tail- 
feathers are long and narrow and greatly graduated, the outer 
being about half the length of the central. The plumage is soft 
and full and there is a short thick crest. 


Key to Species and Subspecies . 


A. A well-defined supercilium of black 
or brown. 

а. Whole upper plumage olive-brown. 

б. Crown ashy-brown, remaining upper 

plumage orange-brown . 

c. Crown and upper parts all orange- 
brown. 

a'. Ear-coverts slaty blue-grey. 
a Breast and abdomen pale grey 
b". Breast and abdomen orange- 

fulvous . 

b '. Ear-coverts orange-chestnut . 


S. unicolor , p. 108. 

S. nepalensis) p. 109. 

S. potiotis poliotis , p. 109. 

S.p. ripponi , p. 111. 

S. p. humli , p. 110. 
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B; Sapercilium obsolete or entirely ab¬ 
sent. 

d. Crown and upper plumage orange- 
brown. 

c\ Ear-coverts slaty grey, breast 

fulvous.. 8. P'fece , p. 111. 

d\ Ear-coverts brown, breast orange- 

fulvous . S, gularis craddocki , p. 111. 

Crown chestnut-brown, back olive- 

brown .... .. 8. webhiana brunnea , p. 112. 

f. Centre of crown fulvous, back olive- 

yellow .. S.fulvifronsy p. 113. 

a. Crown bright chestnut, back rufous- 
brown. 

e\ No supercilium at all . 8. rvficepz ryficeps , p. 114. 

f. A short black supercilium 

directly over eye .. 8. r. atrmiperciliaris, p. 114. 

(92) Suthora unicolor. 



The Brown Suthora. 

Heteromorpha unicolor Hodgs., Ind. Rev., ii, p. 32 (1838) (Nepal). 
Suthora unicolor. Blaftf. Sc Oates, i, p. 64. 

Vernacular names. Lho-ramnio-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead and crest brown tinged with rufous; 
lores and supercilia reaching to the nape black; chin and sides of 


Fig. 23.—Head of 8. unicolor. 

the head vinous brown ; throat and sides of the neck greyish 
brown*, upper plumage olive-brown, strongly tinged with rufous 
on the tail and visible portions of wings; breast and lower 
plumage dull fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris lxoarv grey to brown (? juv.); bill 
fleshy yellow to orange-yellow; legs and feet pale slaty tinged with 
grey or green. 

Measurements. Total length about 200mm.; wing 80 to 85mm.; 
tail about 102 to 107 turn.; cul'men 10 mm.; tarsus about 30mm. 
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Nepal aud Bikkirn ; Jerdon 
obtained it at 10,000 feet near Darjeeling and Blanford in the 
Lachung Valley between 7,000 and 8,000 feet elevation. It extends 
to the mountains which lie between China and Tibet. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(93) Suthora nepalensis. 

The Ashy-eared Suthora. 

Suthora 'nepalensis Hodgs., Ind. Rev., ii, p. 32 (1838) (Nepal); Blanl 
& Oates, i, p, 65. 

Vernacular names. Suthora (Nepal). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape smoky grey ; a very 
broad black supercilium from forehead to nape; lores, round tho 
eye, and a short broad eyebrow white; remainder of the side of 
the head slaty blue; upper plumage and wing-coverts orange- 
brown ; primary-coverts black ; primaries with hoary outer webs, 
tinged with chestnut at base; the outer quills chiefly chestnut, on the 
outer webs and tipped with white on both webs; tail chestnut 
broadly tipped with blackish ; point of the chin black ; throat rusty,, 
with black bars showing through ; lower plumage orange-fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Not recorded. 

Measurements. Total length about 110mm.; wing 47 to 49mm.;. 
tail about 55 to 58 mm.; tarsus about 16 to 16*5 mm.; eulmen 
about 5 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal only. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing known. 

(94) Suthora poliotis poliotis. 

Blytii’s Suthora. 

Suthora poliotis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 522 (1851) (Ckerrapanji,. 

Khasia Hills); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 65. 

Vernacular names. Dao mougasha Jcashiba (Cuekari). 

Description. Upper plumage bright orange-brown; a broad 
black supercilium extending to the nape and a narrow white line 
below it; lores, cheeks and under the eye white; ear-coverts and 
sides of the neck slaty-blue ; a streak of fulvous behind the eye 
and over the front part of the ear-coverts; chin and throat 
black; lower plumage bluish grey, becoming whitish on the 
abdomen and under tail-coverts ; primary-coverts black ; primaries, 
with hoary outer webs, tinged with chestnut at the base; the 
outer quills chiefly chestnut on the outer webs and tipped with* 
white; tail chestnut broadly tipped with blackish. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; legs slate-grey or bluish 
slaty; bill fleshy yellow. 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm.; wing 44 to 46 mm.; 
tail about 52 mm.; culmen about 5 mm. 

Distribution. Hills south of the Brahmaputra from the Khasia 
Hills to the Eastern Naga Hills. 

Nidification. This little bird breeds in the Khasia and 
N. Cachar Hills in May and June, making a very neat little, 
cup shaped nest of line grasses and shreds of bamboo-leaves 
well fastened together with cobwebs and lined with the finest 
grass-stems. It is placed low down in thick bushes or tangles of 
^creepers, both in scrub jungle and evergreen forest. The eggs 
are generally three in number and are of a rather deep hedge- 
sparrow’s egg-blue, unspotted. In shape they are rather broad 
ovals with the smaller end broad and blunt. Twenty eggs average 
15*7 X 11*9 mm. 

Habits. Blythks Suthora seems to be found at elevations 
between 2,000 and 4,000 feet, wandering about in small flocks 
in the denser undergrowth in evergreen forest or, less often, in 
scrub and secondary growth. They are great skulkers and very 
hard to get a shot at as they climb and scramble through the 
lower parts of the bushes, only showing themselves for a second 
-or two as they feebly flit from one bush to another. Their call- 
note is a very plaintive little bleat, constantly uttered by each 
member of the dock, and they also have a variety of low cheeps 
and “chirrs.” They feed both on insects and grass-seeds, etc. 

Hell may r (‘Genera Avium,’ p. 73) considers dctflaensis separable 
from true 'poliotis in that it has the feathers of the chin and 
throat with longer white fringes than has the latter bird. I 
cannot separate the two races with the material available. 


(95) Suthora poliotis humii. 

The BnACK-pRoyTBj) Suthora. 

Suthora humii Sharpe, Cat. B. M., vii, p. 487 (1883) (Darjeelinir): 
Bianf. & Oates, i, p. 64. J 6j9 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. Similar to S. p, poliotis , but has the ear-coverts 
•orange-chestnut and the Hanks and vent orange-fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in poliotis. 

Measurements. Wing from 40 to 48 mm. 

Distribution. Native Sikkim extending to the hills about 
Darjeeling. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits similar to those of poliotis . 
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(96) Suthora poliotis fese. 

Salvauobi’s Suthora. 

Suthora fea Salvador!, Ann. Mus. Civic. Genova, vii, p. 364 (1889) 
(Karenni) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 66 (footnote). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to S. p. poliotis , but with flanks and vent 
bright pale fulvous and no black supercilium. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in Blyth’s Suthora. 

Distribution. So far only obtained in Karenni and Port 
Steelman. 

Nidification, A nest sent to me from near Fort Stedman, with 
both parents, was made entirely of shreds of fine grass, coated 
with cobwebs and lined with fine grass-stems. It was cup-shaped 
and had been placed low down in matted reeds and grass. The 
two blue eggs measure 15-3 x 12*5 and 16’Ox 12*5 mm. 

Habits. Nothing recorded, and the only known specimens are 
.Salvadori’s type and those sent me from Fort Stedman by Col. 
H* II, Harington. 

(97) Suthora poliotis ripponi. 

ItorON'S SUTHO&A. 

Suthora ripponi Sharpe, Bull. B.O.C., xv, p. 96 (1905) (Mt. Victoria, 
Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to S. p. jjoliotis, but has the breast and 
abdomen orange-grev and the ear-coverts a distinctly paler grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in poliotis. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing about 
48 mm.; tail about 56 mm.; tarsus about 18 nun. 

Distribution. Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills. 

lifidifxcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(98) Suthora gularis craddocki. 

Bingham’s Suthojra. 


Suthora craddocki Bingham, Bull. B. O.C., xiii, p. 54 (1903) (Loi- 
Pang-Nan, Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ Forehead, crown, nape, back, rump, and upper 
•tail-coverts orange-brown, shaded on the back and nape with 
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olive-brown; tlie primaries edged externally with white, the 
secondaries and tertiaries broadly edged with bright orange- 
brown; the primary-coverts brown, forming a conspicuous patch 
on the upper portion of the wing; tail brown, the outer edges of 
the feathers bright rufous-brown for three-fourths of their length 
from the base; lores, cheeks and a long supercilium white ; the 
white of the cheeks extending on to the sides of the neck; ear- 
coverts brown ; chin and throat black, shading into grey on the 
upper breast; abdomen and under tail-coverts bright orange- 
brown, 

“Upper mandible horny, lower fleshy-yellow; legs and feet 
fleshy-brown. Length about 4" (100 mm.), wing 1*8" (45 mm,), 
tail i-9" (48 mm.), bill 0*3" (7 rain.), tarsus 0*9" (22*8 mm.).” 

.(Bingham.) 

Bingham’s Suthora is only a race of gularis (yerreavxi Sharpe,. 
Cat. E.M.), differing from that bird in having the abdomen and 
under tail-coverts orange-brown instead of white. 

Distribution. Mekong water-shed, Xentung State, Shan Hills. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. This little Suthora is evidently a bird of very high 
elevations, only having been found by Bingham at 8,500 feet. 


(99) Suthora webbiana brunnea. 

Akrubson’s Suthora. 

Suthora brunnea Anderson, P.Z. S., 1871, p. 211 (Yunnan); Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 68, footnote. 

Vernacular names. JYone recorded. 

Description. The whole head and neck all round with the 
breast chestnut-brown, suffused with vinaceous below: the upper 
plumage, wing-coverts, tail and exposed parts of closed wing 
olive-brown; lower plumage yellowish brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep ret); bill yellow horny, pale 
except on the eulinen ; legs greenish plumbeous or slaty brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 180 mm.; wing 51 to 
54 mm.; tail about 60 to 65 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 
about 7 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and the Kaebin Hills from Bliamo east¬ 
wards. 

Hidification. This bird has been found breeding commonly in 
Siulum-Kaba, Bhamo District, at an elevation of some 6,000 feet. 
Ilarington describes the nest as “a rather deep cup-shaped 
structure composed of bamboo-leaves and coarse blades of grass, 
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lined with finer grass and a few horse-hairs; measuring about 
4"x !i|" outside and 2" x 2" inside.” The nests were all 
extremely well concealed and were only discovered by carefully 
watching the birds. They were placed in clumps of reeds or 
grass, or in thick bushes and tangles of creepers, in each case 
quite low down, less than three feet from the ground. 

The eggs number 2 to 4, the former number having been taken 
much incubated, but 3 is the usual full clutch. In colour they 
are a rather deep, unspotted hedge-sparrows’egg-blue and in shape 
broad ovals, very little compressed at the smaller end. Twenty - 
four eggs average 10*3x 12*8 mm. 

The breeding season is from the end of April to early June. 

Habits. Anderson’s Suthora keeps principally to reed and 
grass cover, where they creep about but seldom fiy. As they 
hunt for insects they keep up a continuous twittering, and they 
are more often heard than seen. 


(100) Suthora fulvifrons fulvifrons. 

The Fulvous-fi>onted Stithoea. 

Temnorts fulvifrons Hodgs., P. Z. S., xiii, p. 31 (184o) (Nepal). 

Suthora f ulvifrons* Blanf. & Oates, i, p. ( 56 . 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead,middle portion of the crown, a very short 
supercilium, cheeks, chin, throat, breast, sides of the neck and the 
under tail-coverts bright fulvous; a broad band from the lores 
over the eve to the nape, the back, rump and lesser wing-coverts 
olive-yellow; upper tail-coverts fulvous; greater wing-coverts 
edged with chestnut; quills with the outer webs chestnut, hoary 
on the basal halves of the primaries ; tail blackish, the outer webs 
more or less bright chestnut except at the tips ; abdomen deep 
grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides brown; bill pale fleshy yellow, 
horny above; legs fleshy brown# 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing about 
54 to 56 mm.; tail about 66 mm#; culraen about 5 mm.; tarsus 
about 20 to 22 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Practically nothing known. Masson 
found it breeding oil the Singlo Nidge about 8,500 feet, but tailed 
to find the nest. This was in May. It probably keeps to high 
elevations and dense forest in which it is not easily observed. 
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(101) Suthora ruficeps ruficeps. 

The Bed-headed Suthora. 


CMeuasicus ntficeps Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 578 (1845) (Sikkim). 

Sutkora ntficeps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 67. 

Vernacular names. Chongto-pheji-pho (Lepcha). 

Description, forehead and crest t;o hind neck bright chestnut; 
sides of the head and neck paler ; lower plumage white, tinged 
with pink on the breast;; upper plumage rufous-brown, deeper on 
the tail and exposed parts of the wings ; shafts of chin-feathers 
distinctly black. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill creamy or fleshy white or pale 
horny; legs greenish plumbeous ; iris bright red-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 75 to 78 mm.; 
tail about 80 mm.; tarsus about 23*5 min.; culmen about 7*5 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim only. 

Nidiflcation unknown. 

Habits. A very rare bird found in Sikkim at 7,000 feet upwards. 
The habits are probably much the same as those of the next bird. 

(102) Suthora ruficeps atrosuperciliaris. 

The Black-browed Stttiiora. 

Chleuasicus ruficeps var. atrosuperciliaris Godw.-Aust., I\ A. S. Beng., 
1877, p. 147 (Sadiya, Assam). 

Suthora atrisuperciliaris, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 07. 

Vernacular names. Dao-mougasha (Oachari). 

Description. Differs from the last bird in being darker and more 
richly coloured everywhere and in having a well-defined black 
eyebrow. 

Colours of soft parts. Maxilla fleshy, the culmen and base a 
little darker and becoming bluish next the forehead, lower mandible 
pale fleshy, the gonys almost white; irides light bright brown; 
legs pale, clear bluish plumbeous, claw s paler still. 

Measurements. Total length 145 to 150nun.; wing 57to59mm.; 
tail about 99 mm.; culmen about 10 nun. and from gape about 
12 mm. 

Distribution. From Cacbar to Lakhirnpur in Assam, south of 
the Brahmaputra and east of the .Dihong in the Abor and Miri 
Hills, north of the same river and thence eastwards to Yunnan 
through the Shan States. Godwin-Austen’s birds from Baladban 
were undoubtedly of this and not the last race. 

Hidification. The only nest I have see?i of this bird was an 
exact miniature of those of Paradoxornis and Psittiparus . Out¬ 
wardly it measured 2*5" x 3" deep and inwardly 2" x 2 '. It was 
composed of fine shreds of grass aud reed-bark with a lining of 
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the finest grasses but, under these, were a few scraps of bamboo 
leaves. It was bouud together with cobwebs and placed in a 
bamboo clump growing: on a grass-covered hillside. 

The single egg contained in the nest was a pale hedge-sparrow 
blue and measured; 19*5 x 15*2 mm. A nest with three eggs taken 
by a Naga were similar but the latter measured only about 
18’4x 13*6 mm. 

Habits. An inveterate little skulker in long grass and scrub- 
jungle, never taking to flight unless actual^ forced, but creeping 
in and out low down and out of sight, though its constant 
twittering may be heard the whole time. They go about in large 
parties numbering a dozen or more and, when they think they 
are not being watched, every now and then one climbs to a tall 
grass, chirps loudly and immediately descends again. They con¬ 
sort frequently with both Psiltiparus rufiwps and Paradoccornis 
and it is very curious to watch these three Eed-heads in company. 

The Black-browed Suthora is found in winter practically in 
the plains and in summer breeds between 2,000 and 4,500 feet. 
I found in the stomachs of those examined by me small grass¬ 
hoppers, Ooleoptera, and a few hard seeds. 

Genus NEOSUTHOKA Hellmayr, 1911. 

This genus differs from Suthora in having the tail less graduated 
and much shorter, nob more than three-fourths the length of the 
wing ; the bill is larger and much deeper in proportion; the wing is 
still more rounded, the 4th to the 7th being subequal. It contains 
but one species, Neosuthora davidiana , of,which a subspecies, IV. d. 
thompsoni, comes within our limits. 

(103) Neosuthora davidiana thompsoni. 

Thompson’s Suthoea. 

Suthora thomptoni Bingham, Bull. B. 0. C., xiii, p. 63 (1903) (‘Kvat- 
pyin, Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Top and sides of the head bright cinnamon-rufous ; 
hind neck, back and rump pale slate-grey, more or less washed 
with olive ; wings and tail grey-brown, the quills edged with bright 
rufescent brown; chin and throat black; breast grey tinged with 
buff, more especially on the centre ; flanks, abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts clear brownish ochraceons. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill fleshy horny ; irides hazel; legs 
plumbeous grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 95 to 100 mm.; wing 
50 to 52 mm.; tail 36 to 38 nun. 

Distribution. Southern Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits. Not recorded. 
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Genus PSITTIPARTJS Hellraayr, 1903. 

Blanford’s name of Scceorhynchus being preoccupied, Hellmayr’s 
name oE Psittipants must be used for this genus. It difliers from 
Neosuthora in having the tail longer, about equal to the wing and 
still less graduated, the outermost feather being nearly or quite 
five-sixths the length of the central ones. The bill is larger ami 
longer in proportion. The 1st primary is a little more than ball 
the length of the 5th, 6th and 7th, which are longest and 
subequaf. The legs are exceptionally strong. 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


<A. Crown of head rufous ; chin white. 

a. Wing under 90 mm. ; bill from front to 

tip 14 turn. 

b. Wing 90 mm. or over; hill from front 

to tip 16 mm. . .. . 

B. Crown of head gl‘ev ; chin black. 

c. Wing over 90 inm.; under parts white . 

cl Wing under 90 mm.; under parts suf¬ 
fused with fulvous ............ 


P. ruftceps ruficeps, p. 110. 
P. r. bal eri, ]>. 117. 

P. yularis yularis. p. 118. 
P. y. trcmsflueialt's, p. 118. 


(104) Psittiparus ruficeps ruficeps. 

Tiib Red-hbadisd Parrot-Bill. 

Parnclox'ornis rujiccps Blvth, .1. A . S. B., (1) ii? P* 1 1 * (1842 ; (Bootan). 

Scceorhynchus rujiceps. Blank be Oates, i, p. 68. 

Vernacular names. Chongto-pliep-plio (Lepeha). 

Description. Head, nape, upper back, lores, cheeks and ear- 
coverts chestnut; upper plumage, tail and exposed parts oi wings 
olive-brown, tinged with rufous; the whole lower plumage white, 
tinged with brown on the sides of the body, Vent, thighs and 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep red-brown ; upper mandible 
horny brown, lower fleshy-brown ; eyelids and mouth slate-blue; 
legs dark plumbeous blue; claws horn-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 84 to 
86 nun.; tail about 85 nun.; bill “from forehead to tip in a 
straight line 14 mm. 1 (Hortevt ); tarsus about Jo nun. 

Distribution. Hills north of the Brahmaputra east to Sadiya. 
Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nidifi cation and Habits. Not distinguishable from those of the 
next subspecies. Heven eggs in my collection average 2-*8 x 
16*7 mm. 
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(105) Psittiparus ruficeps bakeri. 

Ba KH&’s pATUtOT-BlLI.. 

Sc<corhync hus riificeps bakeri Harterty Nov. Zool., vii, p. 548 (1000) 
(Huiigrimi, N. Cacbar). 

Vernacular names. Daomaoc/asha yajcto (Cachari); Indo-rui 
Inycforia ( Naga) ; Voh t crct (Mi k ir). 

description. Differs from the Eed-hoaded Parrot-Bill in having 
the under parts tinged everywhere with buff and in being a little 
larger. 

Measurements. Wing 00 to 95 mm.; tail about 05 mm.; hill 
from forehead to tip in a straight line 16 mm. ? and about 14 mm. 
deep as against 12 mm. in ruficeps. 

Colours of soft parts as in ruficeps, but the bill is a darker 
horny-brown, more especially above, and the legs are generally 
quite a dark .slate-blue. 

Distribution. Hills south of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills, 
Shan Stales through the hills of Central Burma to Tennsserim. 

Nidilication. This Parrot-Bill breeds principally in late May 
and early June, but eggs have been taken from the loth April to 
the 24th duly. The nest is composed of shreds of grass, shreds of 
bamboo leaves and t he bark of reeds and bamboos, lined with 
finer grasses and strips of bark and bound together with cobwebs. 
In shape it is a deep, very well-built cup, externally about 3 to 
4 inches broad and deep, whilst internally it is nearly an inch less 
each way. It may sometimes be placed in reeds and high grass, 
more often in bamboo clumps, but most nests will be taken 
from small saplings and high or low bushes. The height from the 
ground may be anything from 2 to 8 feet. 

The eggs, either two or three in number, rarely four, remind 
one very much of those of the Garden-Warbler. The ground¬ 
colour Is white tinged with green, grey or yellowish, sometimes 
reddish. The markings consist of spots, irregular blotches and 
cloudings of pale sienna-brown, reddish brown and neutral tint; 
these, never very numerous, are scattered indefinitely over most 
of the larger half of the egg; sometimes they are quite sparse 
and confined to the big end. Forty-five eggs average 21*5 x 
16*7 mm. 

Habits. Baker’s Parrot-Bill is found at all heights between 
2,000 and 5,000 feet, ascending some 1,000 feet higher than 
this in the summer and perhaps 1,000 feet lower in the winter. 
They wander about in parties of a dozen or so, seldom showing 
themselves except momentarily as they clamber through the grass 
or undergrowth. Occasionally they will visit, the higher bushes 
and small trees in searching for insects but these they leave at 
once when disturbed. When feeding they utter a constant 
“ chee-chirrup,” but when separated from one another their call is 
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the typical bleat of the family. So curiously like is it to the 
plaintive bleat of a small hid in distress that I have more than 
once been deceived by it. 

Whilst almost as active as the Titmouses in climbing about, they 
are much less so on the wing, for their flight is Muttering, ill- 
sustained and weak, nor do they ever take to wing unless com¬ 
pelled. 

Their food is principally insectivorous, but they also eat a 
certain amount of seeds and even grain. 

(106) Psittiparus gularis gularis. 

The Grey-headed Parrot-Bill. 

Paradoronris gularis Gray, Gen. Birds, ii, p. 380 (1845) (Sikkim). 
j Scceorhynchus gularis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 69. 

Vernacular names. Chongto-pliep~p7io (Lepeha). 

Description. Forehead, nasal plumes, a supercilium from the 
forehead to the nape and the chin black; lores and round the eye, 
cheeks and lower plumage white; flanks and sides of breast only 
slightly suffused with buff; ear-coverts pale grey ; crown and nape 
dark grey ; upper plumage, tail and visible portions of closed 
wing rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep red-brown ; bill chrome-yellow 
to an almost orange horny yellow; legs and feet slaty-brown, 
occasionally with a bluish tinge. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 1.55 mm.; wing 
90 to 95 mm.; tail about 80 mm.; tarsus about 27 nun.; eulmeri 
about 12 to 13 mm. long and about 10 to 11 deep. 

Distribution. Sikkim and Bhutan and hills North of the 
Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Similar to that of P. ruficeps halceri . The eggs 
measure about 21*0 x 15*2 mm. 

Habits. Similar to the last. 


(107) Psittiparus gularis transfluvialis. 

J-Iartert’s Parrot-Bill. 

Scceorhynchus gularis transfluvialis Hartert, Nov. Zool., vii, p. 548 
(1900) (Guilang, N. Oachar). 

Vernacular names. Daomougasha goplrn (Caehari); Indoo-rui 
gdhdbale (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Differs from the Grey-headed Parrot-Bill in having 
the whole of the under parts suffused with fulvous and in being 
rather smaller. 
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Measurements. Wing 86 to 89-5 mm..; tail about 78 mm.; cul- 
inen 12 to 13 mm. long but only 9 to 9-5 mm. deep at the base ; 
tarsus about 25 ram. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin, Kachin 
Hills and hills of Central Burma. 

Nidification. Cannot he distinguished from that of the Red¬ 
headed Parrot-Bill in any way. 88 eggs average 20*7 x 16*2 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of P, r. baktiw, but is perhaps not 
found at such low elevations. It occurred in the low hills round 
Margharita in Assam, but here the close proximity of the snow¬ 
line gives an avifauna and flora at 700 to 1,000 feet which obtains 
elsewhere at more than twice this height. It is curious that 
though all the Red-headed forms of Parrot-Bill consort together 
when feeding, none of the red-headed birds are ever found mixing 
with those of the grey-headed races. 
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Family SIIT1DJ2. 

The family of Sittidm, or Nuthatches, is one which it is not 
easy to place in auv system of arrangement of the Order Pas-seres. 
Oates placed them between the Bulbuls (Pycnonotidw) and the 
Drongos (JHcr.uridcd), with neither of which can they have any 
possible connection. Hartert places them between the Certhndm 
and Farida , an excellent position, but- making these three families 
form a group entirely by themselves having no close connexion 
with those which come before or after, in the present work 
the preceding family, the Paradoxornilhidce , is an obvious link 
between the Paridce and the Timaliidce, and a position between 
these families seems, perhaps, the best for the SiUidcr. In many 
ways they are closely allied to the Tits, especially anatomically, 
and though they have not such close affinities with the i'imalnda, 
they may well be an offshoot from the Paridat, the other end of 
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which haa no visible link with any of the other families of faMres 
in the area we cover, whilst the Timaliid'V are another development 
in a different direction. 

In this family the edges of the upper mandible are smooth, or 
the upper one simply notched; the hinder aspect of the taisus 
smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal lajninto and othei 
features as already given in the key to the lamilies. I he nostrils 
are overhung by some hairs and the rictal bristles are present; the 
feet are very strongly developed for the purpose of climbing, the 
hind toe and claw are very powerful and the inner toe and claw 
dwarfed ; the bill is about as long as the head, fairly stout and 
straight. The wing is long and pointed and the first primary is 
always less than half the second. The tail is short and square 
or very slightly rounded. The sexes are dissimilar. 

Only one genus of Nuthatch, Sitta, is found within our limits. 
The little Velvet-fronted Nuthatch is sometimes separated under 
the name Dendvophila but without any very apparent reason or 
necessity. I follow Oates m uniting them all under one name. 


Genus SITTA Linn., 1766. 

The characters of the genus are those of the family. 

Key to Species and Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumage uniform bluish grey. 

a. Middle pair of tail-feathers white at base. 

a. Sides of neck and lower plumage chest¬ 
nut . 

//. Sides of neck white, marked with 
golden chestnut; chin, throat and 
upper breast white . 

b. Middle pair of tail-feathers uniform, with 

no white. 

o’. Lateral tail-feathers with white spots. 
a". Under tail-coverts chestnut, centred 
ashy. 

a"'. Lower plumage paler; wing-over 

80 mm... • • 

h tn . Lower plumage darker; wing 

under 80 mm. 

b". Under tail-coverts white, tipped 
chestnut. 

c". Lower plumage chestnut. 

a . Chestnut of lower plumage 
uniform from throat to vent . . 

Ah Throat and breast paler than 

rest of lower plumage. 

d"’. Lower plumage grey.. 

c". Under tail-coverts chestnut, tipped 

white.-. 

d'. Lateral tail-feathers without white 
spots. 


S. himalagmsis, p. 122. 


S. victoria, p. 123. 


S. kashmiriensis, p. 128, 

S. custaneiventris casta - 
neiventris , p. 123. 


[p. 12o. 

S. c, cinnamoventriS) 

S. c. neglect a , p. 120. 

S. europcca naqacnsis , 

' [p. 127. 
S. manna, p. 128. 

1 p.129. 

S. neumager tcphronota, 
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B. Upper plumage slaty-blue; crown black ,. & leucopsis leucopm, 

C. Upper plumage black, streaked with bril- [p. 130. 

liant blue ... &* formosci, p. 13 J. 

I), Upper plumage uniform purplish blue; 

forehead black ... S. frontalis frontalis, 

[p. 132. 

( 108 ) Sitta Mmalayensis. 

The White-tailed Nuthatch. 

Sitta Mmalayensis Jard. & Selby, Ill. Ind. Orn., iii, pi. 144 (1835); 
Blank & Oates, i, p. 300. 


Vernacular names. Siddyi-phip (Lepcba), 

Description.—Adult male. The forehead, lores, a streak behind 
the eye, produced down the side of the neck to the shoulders, 
black; an indistinct eyebrow fulvous white; upper plumage, 
Wing-coverts and inner secondaries dark slaty-blue, somewhat 
paler on the ends; primaries and outer secondaries dark brown 
edged with slaty-blue; middle pair of tail-leathers slaty-blue, the 
basal half of the inner web and a band next the shaft on the outer 
web white ; the next two pairs wholly black ; the next pair black 
with an ashy tip ; the next black with an oblique white band and 
an ashy tip, the outermost the same but with more white ; sides 
of the face and chin pale fulvous ; lower plumage chestnut, richer 
and deeper on the flanks and under tail-coverts; under wing- 
coverts black, a white patch on the base of the primaries showing 
from below only. 

Adult female. Resembles the male, but is rather duller and 
paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale brown; bill black, the gape and 
base of lower mandible bluish white to pale slaty; legs and feet 
yellowish or olive-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 120 mm.; wing 71 to 76 mm.; 
tail about 37 to 41 mm.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; eulmen about 
14 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Kangra to Assam North of 
the Brahmaputra River, but in over twenty years’ collecting we 
never found it South of the river, and there may be some mistake 
in (lociwin-Austen’s record from Aimul in Manipur. 

Nidification. The White-tailed Nuthatch breeds in the 
Himalayas from 5,000 feet to at least 11,000, at which height 
Blanford procured it in Sikkim. It is a very early breeder, com¬ 
mencing to lay in the first few clays of April or even in the end 
of March. The eggs are laid in some natural hollow in a tree or 
stump, the entrance being filled in neatly with mud so as to leave 
only a small, quite circular entrance, little over an inchin diameter. 
The nest is a pad of moss, or moss and moss-roots with a depression 
in the centre for the eggs. These number from four to six and are 
white with numerous specks and spots of reddish, sometimes more 




sparse and confined to the larger end. They measure about 
18*3 x 14*0 mm. 

Both parents, according to Hodgson, assist in incubation and in 
looking after the young. 

Habits. The habits of most Nuthatches are very similar. In 
the non-breeding season they are to be found in family parties, 
sometimes in greater numbers, hunting all over the trunks and 
branches of trees for insects; scuttling about upwards and down¬ 
wards, now under, now over, peering into every cranny and every 
broken bit of bark as they restlessly work their way from the 
trunk of the tree to the highest branches, whence they take flight 
to the nearest tree likely to prove a profitable hunting-ground. 
They also feed on nuts, including the hardest, boring holes 
into them and extracting their contents, and they sometimes eat 
seeds and fruits. Their note when feeding is singularly like the 
cheep of a mouse and is frequently uttered. The flight is fairly 
strong and direct. 

(iOflJ Sitta victorias. 

The Chin Hills Nuthatch. 

Sitta victoria liippon, Bull. B. 0. C., xiv, p. 84 (1904) (Mfc. 
Victoria). 

Vernacular names. Hnet-pya-clmik (Burmese). 

Description. Similar to the last bird, but has the chin, throat, 
upper breast and centre of the abdomen white ; the sides of the 
face and neck pure white, the latter marked with golden chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red brown ; bill slaty-grey, black at 
the tip ; legs dull yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Wing f>8 to 7- mm.; tail about 40 null.; culmen 
14 mm. 

B'emale is apparently similar to the male. 

Distribution. Chin Hills, Mt. Victoria. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded, found at 9,000 feet. 
This bird should probably be placed as a subspecies of S. 
Mrnalayensis , but until some connecting forms are discovered 
it must rank as a species. 

(HO) Sitta castaneiventris castaneiventris. 

The Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch. 

Sitta castaneiventris Frank., 1\ Z. S., 1831, p. 121 (Vindbya?i Hills) 
Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 304. 

Vernacular names. Siri (Hind.); Chor-parJci (Beng.). 

Description.—Adult male. A black streak from the nostril 
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•ougb the eye to the shoulder ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 
m white; the whole upper plumage and visible portions of 
closed wing slaty-blue ; middle tail-feathers ashy-blue; the next 
turn black, edged and tipped with ashy-blue; the others with a 
sell terminal ^ white patch on the inner webs and generally with 
a white band on the outer web of the outermost leathers whole 
lower plumage uniform dark chestnut-bay; under tail-coverts 
c.iestnut, centred w.tli ashy; under wing-coverts black; a white 
patch on the base of the primaries visible from below. 

• j 18 :? 6 '? !l P a!er chestnut below and the white on the face 

is ill-defined. 

Colouts of soft parts. Xm dark brown; bill greenish or bluish 
plumbeous, the terminal half black and lower mandible and base 
paler; legs and feet greenish plumbeous. In some specimens 
nearly the whole bill is black. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 74 to 70 mm.; 
tiiit about 37 mm.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; eulmen about 
io to 1 1 min. 

Distribution. The whole of the northern plains of India as far 
soul h as the W ynaad, as far west as IT in ball a and Khamlesh and 
as far east as Calcutta. I obtained it both in Nadia and the 
~4tu larganas, where however it is very rare. In Behar it is 
extremely common to the east. 

Nidification. This little Nuthatch breeds principally in 
February and March throughout its range, making its nest in 
small holes m trees at any height from 10 to 30 feet from the 
pound. A very favourite nesting-site is in mango trees in 
bi a tic lies between 8 and 12 feet from the ground, and the 
natural hollow is always cemented round with day to reduce the 
entrance to about 30 in in. This masonry work is also often 
continued well down inside the hollow and on the bark outside 
< he tree as well and, even when the natural entrance to the hole 
18 ll ^ n0 ' W j l V too big, it is nearly always made neat and tidy with 
a clay finish. The nest is generally nothing but chips of dried 
uuk and soft tinder-wood with a few leaves and rarelv a little 
dried moss. The eggs number anything from two to six, most 
ol ten five and are rather fragile, broad oval iu shape and of the 
usuai white ground with red specks. They average about 
h Ox 13*2 inreu Many birds must breed twice in the year, as 
nests may be taken in May and .June and even as late as 
hep te m her. 

Habits. T he Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch is entirely a plains’ bird 
and is very common in all well-wooded parts, though it is not a 
forest bird. Mango-topes both in the vicinity of, as well as away 
1 rom, villages are very favourite resorts and two or more pairs 
may often be found in the same orchard. They have the usual 
restless habits of the genus and feed on the same kind of food. 
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(111) Sitta castaneiventris cinnamoventris. 

Th.b C t n x a m cm- u e ll i e d Nuthatch. 

Sitta cinnamoventris Blyth, J. A. S. B,, xi, p. 439 (1S42) (Darjeeling). 

Sitta ohmamomeoventris . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 801. 

Vernacular names. Siri (Hind.) ; Sidhyi-phij) (Lepcha); /too- 
mojo-gajao (Cachari). 

Description.—- Adult male. Like the last but the white parts of 
the face are delicately barred with brown ; the upper plumage is 
more an ashy-blue, the under parts are a (Jeep ci on a m on -chest n ut 
and the under tail-coverts are white with ashy bases and narrow 
chestnut tips. 

Female. Differs from the male in being a pale dull chestnut 
below. 


Fig. 25.—Head of S. c. chmamoventris. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to hike; bill slaty-blue, 
black at the tip and paler on base and lower mandible; legs and 
feet dull blue-grey or bluish plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 nun.; wing 78 to 81 mm.; 
tail about 45 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen about 20 min. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree to Eastern Assam, 
both North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushni and 
Chittagong hill-tracts, but not further East. Oates's specimens 
from Bhartto are much nearer neglect a and should be assigned 
to that bird. 

Nidiftcation. Gamrhie obtained the nest in Sikkim at 2,000 
feet in a decayed bamboo, and 1 found many nests in the Khasia 
Hills in April and May at elevations between 4,500 and 6,U()0 
feet. In these hills, although a nest might now and then be 
found in some old stump, the great majority are built in the 
retaining walls of roads or in walls of fields and’ compounds. 
These walls are built of mud and stones and form favourite 
brooding places for Tits, Nuthatches, Flycatchers and many other 
birds. The Nuthatches select some hollow, generally only a few 
inches from the ground, and then fill the whole entrance in with 
mud, leaving only a circular hole about 40 mm. across. The 
hollow inside, however big it may be, is filled to a depth of some 
inches with scraps of dead wood, bark and odds and ends of 
vegetable matter, over which is placed a bed of moss and then a 
firm thick layer of fur, or fur and wool. They are very persistent 
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little birds, and will often repair and again Jay in a nest which has 
been pillaged. In North Caehar I found them breeding in trees, 
and in these the nests were often very flimsy and scanty, 
consisting of leaves and rubbish and perhaps a little moss and a 
few feathers or scraps of fur. They lay in A pril and May, but 
an occasional nest may be seen as early as March or as late as 
June. The normal full complement of eggs is six, but sometimes 
only four or five are laid and sometimes as many as eight. They 
are of the usual white ground with red specks, but are more 
strongly and numerously marked than those of the last bird and 
in shape are much longer, narrower ovals. Sixty eggs average 
19*8 x 14T mm. The maxima are 21*0 x 14*4 and 20*6 x 15 mm., 
and the minima are 17*3X 13*6 and 18*8 x 13*2 mm. 

Habits. This Nuthatch is most common between 4,000 and 
a 7,000 feet and is not often found below 3,000 feet. It has much 
the same habits as the rest of the genus, but I have often noticed 
it on the ground feeding on ants and termites, and it seems very 
partial to hunting walls, cliffs and banks as the Bock-Nut hatches 
do. Its note is a continual cheep, very much like the squeak of a 
mouse. It is a very sociable bird, and I have seen flocks of this 
bird and Sitta frontalis hunting together in perfect amity. 

(112) Sitta castaneiventris neglecta. 

The Burmese Nuthatch. 

Sitta neglecta Wald., A. M. N. H., (4) v, p. 218 (1870) (Karen Hills); 

BJanf. & Oates, i, p. 301. 

Vernacular names. Pan-cheAip (Kaclun). 

Description Differs from the preceding in being smaller and in 
having the throat and breast much paler than the abdomen and 
flanks, whilst the white of the sides of the head blends with the 
rufous of the throat. The female differs in the same way from 
the female of the Cinnamon-bellied Nuthatch. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible bluish, 
tipped black; legs and feet dark plumbeous, claws horn-colour. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 75 to 78 min.; 
tail about 38 to 42 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 
17 mm. 

Distribution. From Muleyit Mountain in South Teuasserirn, 
through the eastern hill-ranges of Burma to the Bhamo Hills, 
N. and N. W. Siam. 

Nidiflcation. Similar to that of S. c. castaneiventris , but this is 
a forest bird and its nest is found in the natural hollows of trees 
on the outskirts of forest or in dead trees in deserted clearings. 
The eggs are of the usual short, blunt type and measure from 
16*2 X 13*4 to 18*3 x 14*2 mm. 

They are apparently early breeders; Bingham found the young 
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batched in the end of March, and eggs sent me by Col. Haring ton, 
taken on the 22nd of that month, were on the point of hatching. 

Habits. Those of the genus, and there seems to be nothing 
calling for notice. They are found between 2,000 and 5,000 feet, 
never in the plains, and are forest birds, though like most 
Nuthatches they keep to the more open parts, the outskirts, or 
to partially cleared or deserted cultivation clearings in which the 
dead trees are still standing. 


(113) Sitta europsea nagaensis. 

Austen’s Nuthatch. 


Sitta nagaemia Godw.-Au.st., P. Z. S., 1874, p. 44 (Sopremak, Nae-a 
Hills); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 302, K v * 

Vernacular names. Daotnojo-gophu (Cachari); LTnct^pya-chouk 
(Burmese). 

Description. Upper plumage, closed wings and central tail- 
feathers slaty-blue-grey; a black line from the bill, through the 
eye to the nape; primaries and secondaries black on the inner 
webs ; outer tail-feathers black, the three or four outer pairs with 
a white subtenninal spot on the inner web and the outermost 
pair with an oblique white band on the outer edge; sides of the 
head and neck and lower plumage grey; sides of the body rich 
chestnut: lower tail-coverts white tipped and edged with chestnut; 
the usual white patch on base of quills. 

The female only differs in being a trifle duller. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown, bill slaty-grey, the 
terminal half blackish ; legs and feet greenish brown. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 74 to 78 mm.; 
tail about 40 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; admen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chiu Hills and 
Kachin Hills. Kin near’s Sitta e. griseiventris (Bull. B. O, C. 
lx, p. 142, 1920) seems to be the same as this bird. It is possibly 
a purer grey, but as all the specimens of Austen a Nuthatch in the 
British Museum are very poor specimens and some of the Chiu 
Hills birds taken elsewhere are quite indistinguishable, 1 consider 
this name to be merely a synonym of nagaensitt . 

Nidification. This Nuthatch breads in the Kachin Hills in 
April and probably also March and May. Eggs taken by 
Col. Harington were placed in the usual kind of holes in trees and 
were plastered up with clay masonry, reducing the entrance to a 
size just sufficient to allow ingress and egress to the parents. 
The nests were of moss with a lining of fur, and contained two to 
four eggs just like those of S. c . casta netventr is and measuring 
about 189 x 14*1 mm. 

Habits. This is a forest form found up to the highest hills, 
9,000 or 10,000 feet and apparently down to about 5,000 feet* 
below which S. c , neglecta takes its place. 


(114) Sitta kashmiriensis. 

Brooks’s Nuthatch. 

Sitta. kashmirienpis Brooks, P. A. 8. B., 1871, p. 2/9 (Kashmir); 

Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 303. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage and wings slaty-blue; the usual 
black band through the eye ; chin and sides of the face dull white 
tinged with fulvous: throat more fulvous, the lower plumage 
gradually becoming deeper and turning to deep chestnut on the 
abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts ; middle tail-feathers ashy- 
blue, the next two pairs black edged and tipped with ashy; the 
next two black with a subterminal white spot ou the inner web; 
the outermost feather black, with a white patch on each web and 
a brown tip; under wing-coverts blackish with the usual white 
primary patch; under tail-coverts chestnut with traces of ashy 
centres. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red or red-brown; bill slaty-grey 
with black tip and paler base ; legs greenish brown, yellowish 
brown or dull grey-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 81 to 85 mm.; 
tail about 40 to 44 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm,; culmen about 
18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Afghanistan to Garlnval. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in some numbers throughout 
Kashmir and in the Murree Gabs. It selects holes in forest-trees 
at a ll heights from the ground, plastering up the entrance with 
the usual bard clay masonry and layingits eggs in April arid May. 
These number four to seven and are quite typical. Fifty eggs 
average about 197 x 10-4 mm. 

Habits. Those of tlm genus. This is a forest bird, haunting 
rather deep forest at heights between 6,000 and 9,000 feet, 
Straggling both lower in the cold and higher in the hot weather. 
Whitehead found it fairly common in the Safed Koh between 
7,500 and 10,000 feet. 

(115) Sitta magna. 

Tin. Giant Nuthatch. 

Sitta mat/na Wardl.-Ramsay, P. Z. S., 1876, p. 677 (Kavennee); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 303. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and central pair of tail- 
feathers slaty -blue; two broad hands of black from the base of the 
bill through the eyes to the shoulders ; two pairs of tail-feathers 
next the central pair black with a slaty-blue tip, the next two the 
same with a subterminal white patch and the outermost the same 
but with a white bar on the outer web; lores, sides of the 
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head, chin and throat greyish white changing to darker grey on 
breast and to dull chestnut on lower flanks, thighs, vent and under 
tail-coverts, the hitter broadly tipped with white; under wing- 
coverts black and the under surface of the primaries with the 
typical white patch. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel-brown; bill slaty- 
blue, darker on terminal half; legs and feet pale yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Length about 200 mm.; wing 114 to 119 mm. ; 
tail about 68 to 70 nnn.; tarsus about 23 nun. ; culmen about 
25 to 28 mm. 

The female is like the male hut has a more decided tinge of 
buti or chest nut-buff on the breast, the chestnut of the flanks, 
thighs, etc., may not be quite so deep and the head also is greyer 
in some individuals. 

Distribution. Hills of Central Burma, Shan States and Yunnan, 
apparently from about 3,000 feet upwards. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. There is nothing on record about this 
fine Nuthatch, now represented by good series from Rippon, 
Thompson and Craddock in the British Museum. It has been 
found so far between 4,000 and 6,000 feet and seems to he a forest 
bird, 

(116) Sitta neumayer tephronota. 

Tub Tuiikesta* Rock-Nuthatch. 

Sttta tephronota Sharpe, A. M. N. H.,(4) x, p. 450 (1872) (Ferghana, 
Turkestan); Blauf, & Oates, i, p. 305. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wing-eoverts and second¬ 
aries ashy-blue ; the usual black eye-band ; primaries pale brown; 
central tail-feathers pale ashy-blue, the others brown broadly edged 
with pale ashy on the outer webs, this colour gradually changing 
to pale fulvous, the outermost feather having the inner web brown 
with a fulvous tip and the outer web fulvous with a brown tip; 
sides of the head and lower plumage fulvous, darker and becoming 
strongly tinged with pink on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent and 
under tail-coverts, these last having ashy cent res. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown or slaty- 
brown, darker at the tip ; legs clav-slate. 

Measurements. Length about 160 to 170 mm.; wing $5 to 
90 ram.; tail about 50 to 60 mm, • tarsus 2l to 24 mm.; culmen 
20 to 23 mm. 

Distribution. Baluchistan and Afghanistan to .Ferghana in 
Turkestan and the Tianschan. Birds from the Tianschau seem to 
have more of a dull rufous tinge on the breast and lower throat as 
\*ell as being rather bigger, and should possibly be kept separate; 
I cannot, however, distinguish S, n. obscura from North and Bast 
Persia. 
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NidifLcation. This bird breeds both in Afghanistan and 
'Baluchistan from early March to the end of April or early May. 
The nest-hole may be either in a tree or in a rock but in the very 
great majority of cases it will be in the latter. The hole is lined, 
sometimes partially, sometimes throughout, with a clay which 
becomes very hard when set, and this lining is continued until it 
projects in a cone beyond the entrance for from 6 to 9 or 1 0 inches. 
In addition to this, however, the bird decorates the face of the 
rock or the bark of the tree all round the entrance for some 
distance with feathers stuck in the crevices of the rock or bark. 
The lining to the nest is generally fur or hair, sometimes with a 
few feathers, but underneath this is often a bed of leaves, chips of 
bark, touch-wpod or similar material. The eggs vary from four to 
six or rarely seven in number; the ground is a white of a purer, 
harder tint than that of most Nuthatches and the spots of brown 
are sparser and more definite. They are generally rather scanty 
in number but more numerous at the larger end than elsewhere. 
The normal shape is a broad, blunt oval, and twenty-four Indian 
eggs average about 21*2x16*0 mm. These were all taken by 
General Betham at Quetta. 

Habits. This bird is common in Baluchistan, where Betham took 
many nests, and extends in some numbers along the frontier in 
suitable localities between 3,000 arid 7,000 feet, ascending yet 
higher than this in the northern portion of its range. In general 
habits, flight, voice and food it is a typical Nuthatch, but rocks 
form its principal hunting-ground rather than trees, though it 
does resort to these also on occasions. It is never, however, a 
forest bird and frequents bare hillsides with but little cover of 
any sort just as often as it does those a little less bare which have 
a few scattered trees and an odd ravine or so with bush or tree 
forest. It is said not to be a shy bird or to shun observation. 

(117) Sitta leucopsis leucopsis. 

The White-cheeked Nuthatch. 

Sitta Icucopm Gould, P, Z. S., 1840, p. 113 (Himalayas); Blank & 
Oates, i, p. 306. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape and a part of the sides of 
neck glossy Black; upper plumage, closed wings and central tail- 
featWfers slaty-blue ; other tail-feathers black, tipped with slaty- 
blue, the three outer pairs with a subterminal white patch on 
the inner web and the outermost pair with a white band also on 
the outer web; sides of the head and lower plumage white, more 
or less tinged with pale fulvous; Hanks and under tail-coverts 
rich chestnut. Sexes alike. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown to dark brown; bill 
black, the base of the lower mandible whitish-horny or pale grey- 
horny; legs yellowish- or greenish-brown. 
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Measurements, Total length about HO mm. ; wing 74 to 79 mm.; 
tail about 42 mm .; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of the North-West Himalayas from 
the Baluchistan boundaries where well forested, Afghanistan, 
N. Kashmir to the hills next the plains as far as the pines 
continue and as far east as Grarhvval. 

Nidification. This Nuthatch breeds freely throughout its range. 
Kattray took many nests in the M'urree Hills in June, and says 
that a favourite site is high up in a tall fir-tree that has been 
struck by lightning and cracked down the centre, a convenient 
place in this crack being selected for the nest. They lay from 
four to eight eggs, which are just like those of the various forms 
of Chestnut-bellied Nuthatches and measure on an average for 
50 eggfi about 18*2 X 13*7 mm. The nest is difficult to find, 
both from its position and the cautious habits of the birds. 

Habits. This is a bird of high elevations, being found princi¬ 
pally between 7,000 and 12,000 feet and, according to Kattray and 
others, seldom below 8,000 feet. Its range, however, seems to 
be decided by the forest growth and it will not frequently be 
found outside the regions of firs, pines and other coniferous 
trees. Stoliczka says that it feeds principally on the seeds of 
Finns yirarduina and that its voice is a loud, uniform, melan¬ 
choly call, uttered while it is busily engaged in securing a pine- 
seed in the bark of a large tree. Whitehead likens its cull to the 
French word “ pain,” and he and Davidson both say that the 
monotonous, wailing cry is to be beard in the forests all day 
long. 

(US) Sitta formosa. 

Tub Beauthitl Nuthatch. 

Sitta forpuxa Blyfch, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 938 (3843) (Darjiling); 

Blank & Oates, i, p. 306. 

Vernacular names. IMo~mojo-gadeba (Caehari); Tisfie Kuyi 
gumbo (Lepcha). 

Description. Upper plumage black, streaked with pale blue on 
the upper back and the sides of the neck and with brilliant 
cobalt-blue elsewhere; sides of the bead and chin fulvous white, 
the feathers round the eye and over the ear-coverts blackish at 
their bases; lesser win g-eo verts, primary-coverts, primaries and 
secondaries bright blue; edges of the median and greater coverts 
and of the inner secondaries white; remainder of wing blue; 
scapulars, lower back and rump verdigris-blue; central tail- 
feathers blue with black bases and black next the shafts; the next 
two pairs black edged with blue; the others black with pro¬ 
gressively larger white tips, blue-edged on the exterior margins; 
lower plumage dull chestnut. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown or dark brown; bill black 
with base and gonys black; legs greenish horny ( Jerdon) or 
yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Length about 185 mm.; wing 114 to 118 mm. 
tail about 58 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 21 unn.; culmen about 
17 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Sikkim to the Miri and Arbor 
Hills in Eastern Assam. Also hill-ranges in South Assam as. 
far East as Lakhimpur. The Salween-Mekong watershed in the 
N.E. Shan States. 

Nidification. The few nests found by me in the Khasia and North 
Oachar Hills were all on the highest ranges from 5,000 feet 
upwards. They were placed in trees at considerable heights from 
the ground and contained from four to six eggs or young. The 
eggs only vary from those of S. c. cinnamoventris in being larger 
and broader ovals. Sixteen eggs average 20*6xl5'2 mm. and 
vary between 18-0 x 14'7 and 22*6 x 15-8 mm. 

Habits. The Beautiful Nuthatch, well named from its lovely 
colouring, seems to be a rare bird everywhere. I never saw it 
but in pairs or in family parties after the young had hatched, and 
it is the rao^t shy and elusive of all the Nuthatches found in 
Assam. Its actions when on trees, rather slow' and deliberate for 
this genus, reminded one of Woodpeckers and its note also 
differed from all other Nuthatches in its low, rather sweet tone.. 
On the wing it was exceptionally swift, and its beauty when the 
sun caught it in flight; could only be likened to that of the Buddy 
Kingfisher under similar circumstances. 


(119) Sitta frontalis frontalis. 

The Yeltet-I’ko^ted Nuthatch. 

Sitta frontalis Ilorsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 162 (1821) (Java); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 307. 

Vernacular names. Dao-mojo-buhu-gajao (Cacbari). 

Description. Forehead and supercilimn black;whole upper 
plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail purplish blue ; inner 
webs of all primaries, outer webs of the first two and concealed 
portions of rectrices blackish brown; ear-coverts lilac; chin and 
throat whitish ; lower plumage greyish, more or less suffused with 
dull lilac. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow, brown in the young and 
sometimes in the adult female; eyelids plumbeous; bill coral-red* 
black in the quite young with a pinkish gapo and base; legs 
fleshy-brown or reddish brown, never red. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm.; wing 
70 to 75 mm.; tail about 40 mm.; tarsus 17 to 18 mm .; culmen 
12 to 13 mm. 
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Female differs from the male in having no black supercilium 
;and, like the rest of the genus, in being a trifle smaller. 

Distribution, Ceylon, the whole of India west of Bombay, 
Gwalior and Kumaon ; Assam, practically the whole of Burma in 
suitable localities, Siam, Malay Peninsula to Java. 

Nidification. This little Nuthatch breeds all over its habitat, 
chiefly between 1,000 and 4,000 feet elevation. In the southern 
portions of both Burma and India it lays in February and March, 
but in the northern districts it does nob lay until April, continu¬ 
ing through May arid even into June, It selects some natural 
hollow or one made and deserted by a Bar bet or Woodpecker, 
Though it very seldom uses clay to reduce the size of the 
entrance, it does, on the other hand, often enlarge crevices suffici¬ 
ently to allow it to make its nest in some enviable hollow. The 
nest itself is made of moss, generally green and fresh, worked into 
•a solid pad, and above this may be fur, fur and feathers or, very 
rarely, feathers alone* This lining pr superstructure is always 
soft and plentiful* almost hiding the eggs which number from 
three to six. These are typical Nuthatches' eggs, but are rather 
more densely and uniformly covered with blotches than is usual 
and they are also longer ovals in shape than are those of most 
jNuthatches. Fifty eggs average 17*2 x IB’S inm. and the extremes 
are: maxima 18 0 X 13*4 and 17’9 x 13 8 mm., minima 16*0 x 
13*3 inm. 

Habits, The Velvet-fronted Nuthatch is a bird of the plains 
and lower hills where there are forests and woods, but it is not 
found in quite open tracts and sparsely wooded areas, It 
frequents both the higher and smaller trees in flocks of half-a- 
dozen to a dozen or more, and is the quickest and most active of 
all the Nuthatches in its ways. Its note is a constant mouse¬ 
like cheep. 
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Fig, 26 .—Garrulax l. leucolophw . 
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Family TIMALIID.il. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth or 
the upper one with a notch; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, 
bilamiriated; wing with ten primaries; tongue non-tubular; 
nostrils clear of the line of forehead, the lower edge of the nostril 
nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to the culnien; 
plumage of the nestling like that of the adult female but paler; 
nostrils never entirely concealed from view although frequently 
covered by hairs or bristles; rictal bristles present; rectrices 
twelve : inner and hind toes equal in length. 

The Family Tirnalnda contains a very large number of birds, 
nearly all tropical and subtropical, which Oates called Crateropo- 
didcv and which Harington raised to the rank of a suborder 
which he called Timdiides. There are, of course, no grounds 
for this, as the Timaliidce are so close to other families that .some 
ornithologists include with them such groups as the Thrushes 
and others. From these, however, they seem to me to he 
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sufficiently differentiated by the plumage of the young. As 
regards the name for the family, we cannot use Crateropodidce for 
Crateropus , the name used by Oates for a genus of Babblers, is 
preoccupied, and we must therefore discard this also for tne 
family. Timaliida from the genus Timalict of llorsfield 1821 
may therefore be taken as the family name. 

Since the first volume of the 1 Avifauna of British India’ was 
published, our knowledge of the Timalline birds has advanced 
considerably, and many alterations and eliminations, with a few 
additions, are imperative. 

In the first place, the subfamily BmcJiypterygince must be 
removed to a place near the Thrushes, the spotted plumage in the 
young birds making it impossible to retain them in the present 
group. The genus Zosterops , again, appears to have no close 
connection with the Babblers and must form a family of its own, 
more properly placed near the JJicaida. The Bulbuls differ from 
the true Babblers in their shorter tarsi and longer wings, and 
would seem also to form a fairly well-marked family already 
frequently differentiated as the Fycnouolida. Other genera and 
species which must be removed are Melanochlord to the Titmouses, 
Farida , Le\>topoeeile and Cephalopyrus to the Begulida and 
Fsaragtossa to the Starlings. 

There are, however, other birds of which the position is still 
very doubtful. Thus the genera Turclinulus and Bimator are 
Wren-like in many respects though they possess very small 
rictal bristles. jEgithinti and Aethorhynchus have a summer 
and winter plumage, differing in this respect from all other 
Babblers ; Chloropsis is perhaps nearer the Fycnonotidce than the 
Timaliida , whilst Chalcopana is undoubtedly a Sun-bird, though 
an aberrant one. So also the long-winged, thrush-like Irena can 
have no connection with this family and Oberholser seems right 
in placing it in a family by itself. 

When we come to dividing the Timaliida into subfamilies^ in 
order to facilitate students’ work, we are met with many difficulties. 
The differences relied on by Oates and Harington are often purely 
individual, varying greatly in degree in different genera. It cannot 
be either useful or scientific to depend oil noisiness and similar 
characteristics as guides to classification and, though the coloration 
of birds’ eggs may help greatly in giving us hints as to their 
position in the Avifauna, we cannot rely on this exclusively as a 
sufficient ground for differentiation. 

The only three subfamilies I now retain may be diagnosed as 
follows ;— 

Key to /Subfamilies. 

A. Sexes alike. 

a. Legs and feet very powerful; wings short 

and rounded ; habits mainly terrestrial .. Timaliina, p. 13b. 

b . Legs and feet less powerful; wings short and 

rounded; habits principally arboreal .... Sibvina , p. 294. 

B. Sexes dissimilar .... Liotrichina, p. 32(3. 
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Subfamily TIM ALI1N/E. 

This subfamily, as now constituted, contains Oates's Crateropo- 
dinas and the Timaiuna which I find quite impossible to differ¬ 
entiate by any satisfactory character one from the other. 

the great majority of the TtmaHince are very gregarious and 
go about in flocks of considerable size, a few consort in small 
flocks, whilst fewer still are only found singly or in pairs. They 
feed principally on the ground or in bushes and long grass close 
to it, but some of them also haunt trees in their quest for the 
insects which form their main diet. Some of the genera comprise 
birds as noisy as any known, whilst others are birds with 
sweet notes or arc silent. The most prominent characteristics 
arc the very powerful legs and the weak, rounded wings.' The 
head is frequently fully crested, and is generally covered with 
somewhat erectile feathers even where there is no definite 
crest. The bill is of almost every conceivable shape. In 
habits they are non-migratory, though some of the hill forms 
move up and down the hills under climatic stress and, whilst 
some species are very bold and haunt freely the vicinity of 
villages, others are among the most shy. 

In the following key an attempt has been made to discriminate 
between the genera in a way which will be easy for the field 
naturalist to work out; size and plainly visible features in con¬ 
struction being made use of. 

Key to Genera. 

A . Tail more than 88 mm. long. 
a. Bill not so long- as head. 

a . Nostrils almost hidden by bristles .... Dryonastks, p. 138. 

I'. Nostrils visible and only partly concealed 

by bristles . . . Garrujcax, p. 145. 

c . Nostrils not hidden by bristles but some¬ 
times with a few long hairs. 
a". Bill not toothed at the extremity. 
a'". Tail tipped with white or brown . Ianthocincla,p.L55. 
b'". Tail with no white or brown tip. 

« l . Bill long and slender. 

Wing longer than tail. Stag Tabic nr, a, p. 186. 

h\ Wing shorter than tail. 

•«° * S bafts of feathers of forehead 

■ short and not glistening .. Tukdoidks, p. 190. 
b*. Shafts of feathers of forehead 
long and glistening. 
ft 7 . Upper parts uni tor in, not 
streaked. 

« 8 . Feathers of breast not 

spinous. Argya, p. 196. 

Feathers of breast spin¬ 
ous. Acantmoftila, p. 203. 

b 7 . Upper parts striated .... Bab ax, p. 187. 

b [ . Bill short and thick . Grammatoptila, 

[p. 184* 
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If". Bill toothed at the extremity. 

Bristles at gape stiff; under parts [p. 230. 

whitish . Gampsorhynchus, 

d'" . Bristles at gape hair-like; under [p. 161. 

parts particoloured. Troc^alopterum, 

b. Bill longer than head and much compressed. “p. 205. 

d'. Bill less than 50 mm. long . Pomatorhintjs, 

d. Bill more than 50 mm. long.. Xiphirampiips, 

B. Tail less than 88111211 . long, more than 45 mm. [p. 224. 

c. Wings short and rounded and fitting in 
close to the body. 

Shaf ts of feathers of forehead stiff. 
c". Tail longer than wing. 

Shafts of feathers of crown not 

glistening . Pyctorhis, p. 233. 

f Shafts of feathers of crown glistening. 

c\ Bill black and stout . Timalia, p. 225. 

dK Bill pale-coloured and more slender Du.uetea, p. 228. 
d". Wing longer than tail. 

r/'\ Nostrils rounded and exposed. 
e\ Crown dark brown or blackish . . IIhopocichla, p. 281. 
f\ Crown rufous or rufous-brown . . Mexornjs, p. 272. 

h n \ Nostrils protected by oyerlianging 

membrane. [p. 261. 

<)\ Wing over 70 mm. Turingorhina, 

h\ Wing under 65 mm. 
c\ Oulmeti curved throughout its 
length. 

c n . Space round thieve feathered Stachyris, p.26‘3. 
d*. Space round the eye naked.. Cyanoderma, p. 271. 
d 5 . Culmen straight and bill wedge- 

shaped ... Stacuyridopsis, 

(/'. Shafts of feathers of forehead not stiff- [p. 267. 

shafted, 

e". Bill stout and straight, deeper at the 
centre than at the nostrils. ■ 

7". Rictal bristles well developed. 
i'K Nostrils long, protected by an over¬ 
hanging membrane . Cijrsonia, p. 248. 

j\ Nostrils oval and exposed. Malacocincxa, 

Ilictai bristles obsolete or only [p. 260. 

feebly developed . Pellorneum, p. 237. 

f". Bill stout, generally curved through¬ 
out and deeper at the nostrils than 

in the middle. \ J 

k' n . Outer edges of primaries uniform. 
k 4 . Nostrils long and overhung by a 
membrane. 

e 5 . Small bristles overhanging the 
nostrils ; outer tail-feathers 
less than 12 mm. shorter than 

middle pair . Alcippe, p. 275. 

f 5 . No bristles over nostrils; outer 
tail-feathers more than 12 mm. 

shorter than middle pair .... SCHCBNiPARtrs, p.283. 
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F". Outer edges of primaries conspi¬ 


cuously parti-coloured. 

IK Nostrils overhung by hairs. Pskudominla, p. 280. 

m 4 . Nostrils overhung by numerous 
small hairs; tail strongly 
graduated. 

z' 3 . Bill narrow; hind toe and claw 

equal .. Fulvetta, p. 289. 

f. Bill broad ; bind claw shorter 

than hind toe. . Lioparus, p. 293. 

d. Wings longer,not so rounded and not fitting 

close to the body. 

h'. Wing moTe than three times length of 

tarsus. Hokizillas, p. 257. 

i\ Winer less tha n three times length of tarsus. 

a". Tail more than three times length of [p. 258. 

tarsus. Erythro cichla, 

h". Tail equal to twice length of tarsus. . ^Ethostoma, p. 259. 
C. Tail under 45 mm. 

e . Bill as long as the head; curved downwards. Rimator, p. 255. 

/. Bill half as long as the head; straight_ Turdinulus, p. 250. 


Genus DKYONASTES Sharpe, 1883. 

The genus Dryonastes, of which D. ruficolUs is the type, 
contains those Laughing-Thrushes which have the nostrils almost 
completely hidden by bristles, and in many respects show a 
similarity to the Corvidae , from which, however, in others they 
are as widely divided as they are in their habits and mdificatipn. 

They are all noisy, gregarious birds, feeding principally on the 
ground but also on bushes, and they eat both insects, seeds and 
fruit. 

Harington proposed to divide the birds of this genus into two 
genera on account of the varying degree of density in the plumes 
and bristles at the base of the bill and by the differences in the 
shape of the bill itself. To be consistent, however, one would 
have to make yet further genera, for if ruficollis differs in degree 
from caerulatus, so also g attaints differs to an equal extent from 
vuficollis. Under the circumstances it would seem wiser to keep 
them together, and this I do. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Chin and throat black. 

a. Ear-coverts black . D. ruficollis, p. 139. 

b. Ear-coverts white. 

a'. Back chestnut . I). nuchalis, p. 140. 

b ! . Back olive-brown . D. chinenm, p. 141. 

B. Chin and throat white. 

c. Tail with no pale tip . I). ccerulatus ccerulatus, p. 141. 

d. Tail with pale tip. 

c'. Ear-coverts white . T). c. subccerulatus, p. 142. 

d\ Ear-coverts brown . I). c. kaurenm, p. 143. 

C. Chin and throat chestnut-brown . . 1>, sannio y p. 144. 

D. Chin black, throat yellow. 1). galbanus , p. 145. 
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(120) Dryonastes ruficollis. 

The Rufous-necked Lahghing-Thbush. 

Ianthocincla ru/icollu Jurd. & Selby, 01. Orn., 2nd series, pi. 21 
(Himalayas). 

Drifonastes ruficollis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 1 <3. 

Vernacular names. Pchduija, Hatk Gum-gurri (Beng.) ; Hapchen - 
■pho (Lepoha); Doopooleeka (Assam) ; Daopopahka (Caehari). 

Description. Crown and nape slat)-grey; remainder of head, 
throat arid centre of upper breast black ; sides of neck to ear- 
coverts bright chestnut; upper plumage and wings olive-brown; 
the outer webs of the primaries ashy ; tail black, the base suffused 
with olive-green; breast, upper abdomen, sides of the body and 
thighs olive-brown; centre of lower abdomen and under tail-coverts 
bright chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright red; legs, feet and bill black. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 100 to 
105 mm.; tail about 115 mm.; tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal, t hrough Assam, North and South 
of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai, Tip pern and Chittagong 
Hill tracts, and Bhamo and the Upper Chindwin. 

Nidification. The Kufous - necked Laughing - Thrush breeds 
principally in April and May, but nests may be found containing 
eggs almost any time from March to August, and I have had them 
brought to me once in September. The nests are deep, rather 
untidy structures of grass, leaves, roots and tendrils lined with 
roots, fern-rachides or coarse fibre. They are cup-shaped and are 
generally placed in high bushes or small trees in scrub-jungle or 
the secondary growth in deserted cultivation. The eggs number 
three or four and are an intensely glossy pale skim-millc blue, pale 
blue or practically white, the latter being rare. 200 eggs average 
25’7 x2O0 mm. They breed generally below 2,000 feet. 

Habits. This Laughing-Thrush is a very gregarious, very noisy 
bird, haunting the outskirts of villages, scrub- and bamboo- 
jungle, reeds or long grass. It is very partial to the dense 
matted growth which at once springs up in deserted culti¬ 
vation but it is not a forest bird, and when seen in the forest 
it will be only on the fringe of it. The parties, which may number 
anything from balf-a-dozen to twenty or more, feed both on the 
ground and in amongst the lower cover, clambering freely about 
m a very energetic manner and keeping up a continual noisy 
chatter, which every now and then bursts into a perfect babel of 
shrieks, laughs and expostulations. They are not shy birds and 
do not resent observation, though from their habits they may some¬ 
times be difficult to see but in the vicinity of villages the ilocks are 
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very tame and confiding. They keep generally below 2,000 feet 
and are most common in the low foot-hills and adjoining plains, 
but they are also found up to 4,000 feet. 


(121) Dryonastes nuchalis. 

Og Lie’s La trail in g-Thuush . 

Garntliu. nuchalis Godw.-Aust., A. M. N. H., (4) xviii, p. 411 (1870) 
(Dibrugarh, Assam). 

Dryonastes nuchalis . Blanf.’& Oates, i, p. 74. 

Vernacular names. Pak-chi-loka (Tmns-Dikku Magas). 

Description. Forehead, upper portion of cheeks and round the 
eve black; crown and nape slate-grey; a few pointed white 
leathers in front of the crown; bind neck and upper back 
•chestnut; remaining upper plumage olive-brown, the outer webs 
of the quills tinged with paler grey and tips of tail-featliers broadly 
black; lower parts of cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of neck white; 
-chin and throat black ; breast light ashy; remainder of lower 
plumage olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. JHs blood-red to brick-red; bill black; 
legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy-grey, toes the same or a shade 
darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing 106 to 
112 mm.; tail about 110 mm.; culmen about 25 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra from Maogang 
to the extreme east of Lakhimpur from the foot-hills lip to some 
3,000 feet. This Laughing-Thrush probably does not occur in 
Manipur, certainly not in the Cachar Hills adjoining. 

Nidification. Ogle’s Laughing-Thrush, lias so far only been 
found breeding by Hr. Colt art and later by myself round about 
Margherifa in the extreme east of the Assam Valley. It is a com¬ 
mon bird in the higher foot-hills from about 500 feet up to about 
3,000 feet during the breeding season, which is from April to 
June. The nest is like that of the Rufous-necked Laughing- 
Thrush but bigger and more massive. It is generally placed in 
scrub-jungle in ravines or broken country. The eggs number two 
or three and are a rather darker blue than the eggs of the last 
bird and not so glossy as a rule, though one set of pure white 
eggs taken by Hr. Col tart are very highly glossed. Forty eggs 
average about 28*5 x 20*7 mm. 

Habits. At present there is nothing recorded about this bird, 
but from what we saw of it at Margherita it differs little from 
the rest of the genus. Perhaps not quite so noisy as ruficollis , i\ 
indulges in much the same games of follow-my-leader through 
scrub- and bam boo-jungle, each bird every now and then clambering 
up to the top of a bush and shouting loudly to the others, who 
in turn emulate both his climbing feats and his cackling laugh, 
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a chorus from the rest urging each to do his best. They are not 
very shy, but from their habit of feeding on the ground in thick 
scrub are more often heard than seen. They appear never to be 
found in the plains and probably never over about 3,000 feet. 

(122) Dryonastes cliinensis leucogenys. 

The Black-throated Laughing-Thrush. 

Or a ter opus leucogenys Blyth, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 180 (1842) (Upper 
Bengal, in error#). 

Dryonastes chin en sis. Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 74. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown and nape slaty-blue, the anterior portion of 
the crown streaked with white; cheeks and ear-coverts white; 
remainder of head to upper breast black; upper plumage and 
exposed parts of the wings rich olive-brown, outer webs of first 
primaries silvery-grey; tail olive-brown, the terminal quarter 
black; breast, sides of neck and upper abdomen ashy-grey; 
remainder of lower surface olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red; bill black; mouth and eyelids 
plumbeous ; legs fleshy-brown ; claws horn-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 to 290 mm.; wing 110 
to 115 mm.; tail about 115 to 320 mm. ; culmen about 22 mm. 

Distribution. The Southern Shan States, Tounghoo to the 
southern half of Pegu, Yunnan, ? South-West China. 

Nidilication unknown. HaringtorTs eggs are very doubtful. 

Habits. Harington says that this is a very common bird at 
Tounghoo. It has a series of fine notes which can hardly be 
called a song as well as many of the harsher notes of the genus. 
In general its habits are much those of the rest of the family. 
It is a favourite cage-bird in China. 

The bird from S.W. China is probably Robinson and Kloss’s. 
new subspecies germaini . 

I designate the type locality of leucogenys as Meetau, Pegu. 

(123) Dryonastes caerulatus c&rulatus. 

The Grey-sided Laughing-Thrush, 

Cindosonia crendatw Hodgs., As. Res., xix, p : 147 (183G) (Nepal). 

Dryonastes hernial ' Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 75. 

Vernacular names. Tarma-pho (Lepcha); Piling-kam (Shut,). 

Description. Forehead, the upper part of the cheeks and round 
the eye black; tar-coverts black above, whitish tipped with rufous 
below; upper plumage and sides of neck rufous-brown, brighter 
on the greater coverts, the outer webs of the quills and on the 
head, the feathers of which have narrow edges of black; rump. 


MINIS/-*, 



Fig. 27 .—Head of D. c. cctrulatus. 


Nidification. Breeds in Sikkim in May and June and occasion¬ 
ally as early as April at between (>,000 and 8,000 feet, making a 
bulky, cup-slmped nest of twigs, bamboo leaves, grass, roots and 
•stems of plants, lined with finer roots and fem-rachides and placed 
in small trees oi* high bushes at any height between 5 and 15 feet. 
The eggs, two or three in number, are pale blue-green, very like 
those of Garrulax moniliger, but the texture is smoother and closer 
though not nearly so hard or glossy as those of the ruficollis group. 
Fifteen eggs average 30*5x22*1 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the rest of the genus. This bird, 
however, is one of high altitudes, being found principally between 
43,000 and 5,000 feet, and ascending up to 6,000 feet in summer 
and descending to about 2,000 in winter. 


(124) Dryonastes caerulatus subcaerulatus. 

Thu Shillong L atj gh ing-T ii it u s ii. 

Garrulax subccerulatus Hume, S. F., vii, p. 140 (1878) (Shillong). 

Drgonastes subccerulatus. JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 76. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last, but has the ear-coverts and 
cheeks above and below them white, just tipped here and there 
vvith black; the three outermost pairs of tail-feathers are broadly 
■tipped with white and the upper parts are rather paler. 
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tinged with ashy; tail chest nut-brown ; lower parts of cheeks 
rufous-brown ; extreme point of chin black; remainder of chin, 
throat, the middle of the breast and abdomen and under tail-coverts 
white ; sides of breast and abdomen ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red or red-brown ; bill horny-black, 
paler and greyer at the base; legs pale fleshy. “ Orbital skin 
livid ” ( Jerdon ). 

Measurements. Length about 280 mm.; wing 103 to 108mm.; 
tail about 120 mm.; tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, hills North of the Brahmaputra 
and hill-ranges of North Manipur, Naga Hills to Dibrugarh. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in D. c . cmrulatus . 

Distribution. Khasia Hills only. 

Nidilication. The Shillong Laughing-Thrush breeds in May and 
June in the pine-forests between 4,000 and 0,000 feet. The nest 
is like that of the last bird, but seldom has bamboo leaves in the 
materials of which it is composed and, on the other hand, often 
has pine needles. It is generally placed in a high, thin bush in 
one of the numerous bush- and fern-covered nullahs or ravines 
running through the pine-forests but it may also be found in 
tangles of raspberry or blackberry vines within a couple of feet 
of the ground. The eggs number two or three, very rarely four, 
and are like those of ccendatus, perhaps a little more highly 
polished, yet never like the eggs of the llufous-necked Laughing- 
Thrush. Forty eggs average 293 x 20*8 mm., but vary very greatly 
in size. 

Habits. This is not so nohsy a bird as most others ot the genus 
Dryona$te8, but it has the same habit of wandering about in flocks 
of half-a-dozen to a dozen in undergrowth and scrub-jungle, all 
the while keeping up constant conversation which now and then 
breaks out into violent abuse or argument. Many of its notes are 
very full, soft and pleasant, but others are equally harsh and 
discordant. It feeds much on the ground or in low hushes, but 
1 have seen it working at some height on the rhododendron trees 
near the Shillong Peak. It never seems to descend below 3,000 
feet and is found up to 6,200 feet on the highest peaks. 

(125) Dryonastes cserulatus kaurensis. 

The Kachin Hills L augii ing-Til rush. 

Dryonastes kaitrmsis Rippon, Bull. B. O. C., xii, p, ]3 (1901) 
(Bkamo). 

Yernacular names. WoJerang-Jcrang-frong (Kacilin). 

Description. Differs from D. c. subccerulatus in having rufescent- 
brown ear-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Orbital skin and naked patch round the 
eye slaty-blue ” {llarington). 

Measurements. Total length about 287 mm.; culmen 26*6 mm.; 
wing 104*6 mm.; tail 115*3 mm.; tarsus 40*6 mm. (Rippon). 

Distribution. North and Central Kachin Mills. 

Nidilication. llarington and Grant found it breeding in the 
Bhamo district in April, May and June. The nest, which is 
generally composed oF bamboo leaves and lined with roots, was 
placed either in clumps of hill-bamboo or in high bushes. The 
•eggs, two in number, are like those of cazrulatm but perhaps 
rather darker. Ten eggs average 30*5x21*5 mm. 
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Habits. This Laughing-Thrush is found between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet in the Bhamo Hills ; it is said to have a “ very tine, 
almost human whistle which can easily be imitated and by which 
it can be called up. It generally keeps to verv dense forest.” 


(126) Dryonastes sannio. 

Thk White* bkowed Latfmi j&- c, -T hbtt&ji. 

Gurrula:csannio Swinh., Ibis, 1867, p. 403 (China). 

Dryonastes sannio. BJanf. & Oates, i, p, 76. 

Vernacular names. Shong-shay , Wo-frovj (Kachin), 

Description. Lores, cheeks, lower part of the ear~co verts *and a 
superciiium to the nape yellowish white; remainder of head, neck 
chin and throat chestnut-brown ; upper plumage and exposed parts 
of wings olive-brown; tail rufous-brown ; centre of breast and 
abdomen pale ochraceous; sides of same rufous olive-brown - 
under tail-coverts bright ochraceous. 

Colours °f soft parts. Legs and feet pale brown with a faint 
purplish-fleshy tinge; claws darker; bill blackish ; orbital skin 
pale ileshy-grey; iris dull brownish maroon, liver-brown, or litrht 
brown (Z/ame). 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing 95 t 0 99 
mm.; tail about 100 to 105 mm.; tarsus about 85 jmn?; culmen 
about 18 to 19 mm. 

The extr eme east of Cachar Hills, Manipur, Chin 
and Kachin Hills, Shan States into S.W. China, Fofikien (Let 
Touche). . v 

Nidification. The breeding season commences in February but 
most eggs are laid in April and May and from then onwards to 
the middle of June. The nest is like that of rufieoUis but with 
more grass m its construction, and is generally placed low down 
m brambles, bushes or thick grass, but in the Shan States it 
appears to select small trees and saplings for nesting purposes 
1 he eggs vary from two to four in number and in colour from 
pure "'lute to pale blue. They have the extremely hard, glossy- 
texture ot the eggs of the liufous-necked Laughing-Thrush 

26-0 x 19'6 mn 7 CaUn0 *i be distin 8 uished - Eighty eggs average 

Habits. A very rare bird in Cachar and Manipur, this Laughing- 
1 brush becomes extremely common in the Kuchin and Chin Hills 
between d,000 and 5,500 feet. In its habits it is the same noisy 
gregarious bird as is rvficollis, and, though a skulker in low iuntrle 
is not shy or intolerant of observation. According to Harino-ton 
they col.ect together in the evenings and are then often verv 
noisy, hut their notes are more complaining and less hilarious than 
those of the W lute-crested -Laughing-Thrushes. 
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(127) Dryonastes galbanus. 

Austen's Laughixo-Thiiusil. 

Garrulav galbanus GodWrAust., P. Z. S., 1874, p. 44 (Manipur). 

Dryonastes galbanus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 68. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A narrow ashy-white supereiliiuu; crown and nape 
ashy-brown; rest of head and chin black; upper plumage, wing- 
coverts and outer webs of secondaries ochraeeous brown ; the 
outer webs of primaries ashy-olive; inner webs of all quills 
brown ; tail greenish-ashy, the four middle feathers broadly tipped 
with black and sub-tipped whitish, the others broadly tipped with 
white preceded by blackish; lower plumage yellow washed with 
olive on the sides ; under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; legs ash-grey; iris red* 
brown (Godiv.-Ansten). 

Measurements. Length about 240 to 250 mm.; wing 92 to 96 
mm.; tail about 105 to 110 mm.; tarsus about 35 mm.; culnien 
about 20 to 22 rani. 

Distribution. Manipur and Chin Hills. 

Nidiiication, In all respects like that of the last bird. Thirty 
eggs average 24-3 x 18*5 mm. and cannot be distinguished from 
those of that Laughing-Thrush, except that they are a trifle smaller 
and perhaps rather less glossy. 

Habits. Similar to those of ruficolln , but found principally 
between 2,500 and 5,000 feet. It is said also to be more of a 
forest bird in the Chin Hills and less restricted to scrub and 
bush-jungle, though Hume found it frequenting grass-lands in 
very large flocks, 50 to 80 in number, in Manipur. 

Genus GARRULAX Lesson, 1831. 

The genus Garrulax differs from Dryonastes in having fewer 
bristles arid hairs covering the nostrils, which are clearly visible. 
The feathers of the head are in most species long and ample, and 
in some are developed into long crests. 

At first sight the White-headed Laughing-Thrushes appear to 
be divided from the rest of the genus by their fine crests and by the 
fact that they lay eggs of a totally different character to those of the 
other genera. Now, however, that Mr. J. Stewart has taken many 
nests of G. clelesserti in Travancore, it is found that this bird, 
though in other respects like the species which lay blue eggs, lays 
round white eggs, exact miniatures of those of G . leucolophus. 
All the species within. Indian limits lay unspotted eggs, either 
blue or white, 
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Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Crown and crest white. 

ct. Upper breast white, distinctly defined 
from rufous of lower breast and 

abdomen . G.l leucolopkus, p. 146. 

b. Breast white, merging into rufous of 

abdomen .... G.l. belangcri , p. 148. 

c. Breast and entire abdomen white. G.l. diardi, p. 148. 

B. Crest not present, crown not white. 

d. A well-marked black pectoral band. 

a'. A black cheek-stripe. 

a". Tips total] white. G. p. pectoralis, y, 150. 

b ' 1 . Tips to tail buff . G.p, seinitorquata , p. 151. 

V . No black cheek-stripe. 

c". Tips to tail white. G. in, monitigtr, p. 151. 

" d". Tips to tail buff . G . m. fuscata , p. 152. 

e. No pectoral band. 

o'. Chin and throat yellow . G. yularis, p, 152. 

d\ Chin and throat white. 

e". Tail entirely black . G. delesserti, p. 149. 

f\ Tail tipped with white. 

a". Darker. G. a . alboyularis, p. 153. 

//". l’aler... G. a. , p. 154. 

e\ Chin and throat chocolate-brown .. G. strepitans, p. 154. 

(128) Garrulax leucolophus leucoloplius. 

The Himalayan White-cbksted Laughing-Thbush. 

Corvus Icucolophus Ilordw., Trans. Linn. Soc., xi, p. 208 (1815) 
(Mt. above Hard war). 

Garrulax leucoloplius. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 77. 

Vernacular names. Rcnuil-Kahy (Hindi in N. YV.P.); Karrio-ph o 
(Lepcha) ; Karria-yoka (Bhutan) ; Naga-dhaopookka (Assam); 
Dao-Jlantu (Cachari). 

Description. Lores, ear-coverts and round the eye black; the 
rest of the head to nape and to lower breast pure white, the 
longest feathers of the crest dark ashy-grey; a ferruginous collar 
below upper breast merging into the olive-brown of the rest of 
upper and lower plumage; wings brown, the outer webs of the 
feathers like the back; tail brown washed with olive-brown; 
Hanks, lower breast and abdomen like the back, but with a tinge of 
rufous throughout. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red or red-brown ; bill horny-black 
to black ; legs and feet slate to fleshy-grey, the soles paler and 
claws darker; orbital skin dull slate. 

Measurements. Length about 300 mm.; wing 132 to 137mm.; 
tail about 180 to 135 mm.; tarsus about 45 mm.; culmen about 
28 to 30 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Simla to North Chin Hills, 
Kachin Hills and North and Central Burma. 
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Nidification. As with so many of the common birds, the 
breeding season of this Laughing-Thrush is very extended, eggs 
being laid from the end of March to the beginning of August, the 
latter being second broods. They breed from practically the level 
of the plains up to 5,000 feet, but between 1,000 and 2,500 feet is 
the favourite altitude. The nests are broad, but shallow, cups, 
rather loosely put together and are generally composed for the 
main part of grass and bamboo leaves, bound together with stems 
of plants, tendrils, roots and fern-rachides and mixed more or Jess 
with dead leaves, dried moss, etc. The lining is of coarse roots, 
fern-rachides and tendrils. They may be placed in almost any 
position from low clown in scrub and brambles to 20 feet up in 
small saplings, but a common site is some thorny, and not too 
dense, bush m light undergrowth. 


Fig. 28.—Head of G. /. leucolojohu 

The eggs number from t hree to live, two or six only very rarely. 
They are a pure china-white in colour, hard and glossy with 
numerous pits, a feature shown in no other egg of this family. In 
shape they are very spherical, and but for their stoutness and the 
pits might easily be mistaken for Kingfishers’ eggs. 200 eggs 
average 28T x 22*8 mm., and the extremes in length and breadth 
are 30*0 x 23*4 mm,, 28 7 x 24*1 mm. and 25*0 x 210 mm. 

Habits. The White-crested Laughing-Thrush is extremely 
abundant in the lower hills in the North and South of the Brahma¬ 
putra. It is one of the noisiest of birds, always calling to one 
another in notes of varying degrees of harshness, the big flocks in 
which it congregates every few minutes indulging in an outburst 
of cackling and laughing calls in which each member tries to out- 
shout the rest. These outbursts are often accompanied by 
dancing and flapping of wings as the birds clamber about the 
undergrowth or work along the ground underneath. They are 
not shy birds, and if one keeps quiet they show far more interest 
in each other and in their food than they do in the intruder. 
Moreover, they are most inquisitive birds and must investigate 
carefully everything they cannot understand. They may be found 
in flocks even in the breeding season, and a bird seated on her 
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neat has been heard joining in the chorus of a number engaged in 
the cackling and clambering round about her. 

(129) Garrnlax leucolophus belangeri. 

The Burmese Wiixte-crested Laithhusto-Thbush. 

Garvula,v belangeri Less., Traite d’Orn., p. 648 (1861); Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 79. 

Vernacular names. Wa-yonw-hnet , W ay-oimg-hnet-young byu 
(Burmese). 

Description. Differs from the preceding .in having the white of 
the breast running into the abdomen instead of being sharply 
defined bv the rufous colour. The colour of the upper parts is a 
light ferruginous- rather than an olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in leucolophus. 

Measurements. A. rather smaller bird than the last, with a wing 
of about 125 to 130 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan, North and Sout-h Shan States^ Annarn, 
Lower Chin and Kachin Hills, Pegu and Tenasserim. 

Mdilication. Similar to that of the last bird, twelve eggs 
averaging 28*3 x 22*7 mm. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the last or the next bird. 

(130) Garrnlax leucolophus diardi. 

The Siamese White-crested Laughing-Thrush. 

Tardus diardi Less., Traits d’Orn., p. 408 (1861) (Siam). 

Garrnlax diardi Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 79. 

Vernacular names. Norm recorded. 

Description. Differs from the other two races by the grey of 
the crest merging into the rdfous back instead of contrasting 
therewith. The whole of the abdomen is white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other laces. 

Measurements. The largest of the three races with a wing 
between 135 and 140 rnm. 

Distribution. Extreme South Yunnan, Siam, Cambodia, Annarn, 
Cochin China, rarely extending into South-East Tenasserim, and' 
then in a somewhat intermediate form approaching belangeri. 
The specimens in the British Museum from the Shan States and 
Annarn labelled “ dmrdi >r should all be referred to the last race, 
belangeri. 

Nidiffcation. Similar to that of the other races. Twelve eggs 
average 274 x 22'4 mm., but a larger series would probabTv 
average bigger. 

Habits. Like those of the other races but this form appears to 
be found well into the plains. 
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(131) Garrulax delesserti. 

This Wynaad L a ughing- Thbush. 


Crate ropUs delesserti Jerd., Madr. Jour. L. S., x, p, 256 (1839 ) 
(Wynaad, S. India). 1 F * 

Garrulax delesserti. Blanf. & Oates, \, p. 82. 

Vernacular names. Poong Karuvi (Tel.). 

Description. I/ores, ear-coverts and round the eve black; fore¬ 
head, crown, mantle and sides of neck deep slatv-grev, the forehead 
mottled with lighter grey; back, rump and visible portions of 
wing chestnut-brown, except the outer webs of the first few 
primaries which are duller; upper tail-coverts brighter chestnut ; 
tail black, tinged with rufous at the base : extreme point of chin 
black; remainder of chin, cheeks and throat white; breast and 
upper part of abdomen ashy-grey; lower part of abdomen, vent, 
thighs and under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson; upper mandible blackish 
brown, lower mandible pale fleshy ; legs, feet and claws fleshy- 
white. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing 
100 to 105 mm.; tail 98 to 102 mm.; tamis about 38 mm.; culmen 
about 24 mm. 

Distribution. The hills of S. I ndia from the Wynaad to the south 
of Travancore. 

Nidification. Mr. J. Stewart describes the nest as varying 
greatly in character. In some it is a rather bulky, deep ctip, 
almost semi-domed, in others it is a cup hardly bigger than that 
of Molpmtes. It is composed of grass, leaves, weed stems, etc. 
lined with roots and placed either in a bush or in a tangle of 
creepers aud briars. The breeding season is March to May, but 
Mr. Stewart has taken eggs in February and again in August, 
the latter possibly a second laying. 

The eggs are generally two or three in number, very rarely 
four. They are in appearance a link between those of the G. le'uco - 
lophus group and those of the other Laughing-Thrushes. Pure 
white and very round in shape like the eggs of the former they 
are a little less hard-shelled and have no pits ; on the other hand, 
they are harder shelled and different in texture to the eggs of the 
latter. 50 eggs average 27*5 x 20*5 mm. 

The birds appear to breed at all heights up to 4,000 feet, but 
principally between 1,500 and 2,500 feet. 

Habits. Apparently found from the level of the plains up to 
the highest hills, haunting thick underwood and having the same 
noisy and gregarious habits as others of the genus. 
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(132) Garrulax pectoralis pectoralis. 

The Indian Bdaok-goboetei) Laughing-Thrush. 

lanthocincla pectoralis Gould, P. Z.S., 1835, p. 186 (Nepal). 

Garmlax pectoralis . Blftnf. & Oates, i, p. 80. 

Yernacular names. Ol-pho (Lepcha); Bara Penga (Bengali). 

Description. Forehead to tail and wing-coverts fulvous olive- 
brown ; a broad collar on the hind neck brighter fulvous; tail like 
the back, the outer feathers broadly tipped with white and with 
subterminal bands of black: the middle tail-feathers uni-co loured 
and the next two pairs with black bands only; primary-coverts 
black edged with hoary ; exposed parts of quills olive-brown the 
earlier primaries edged with hoary ; lores and a narrow supercihum 
white ; ear-coverts black and white or almost entirely white or 
entirely black ; a cheek-stripe from the gape, continued round the 
ear-coverts to the upper part of the eye, and a broad pectoral band, 
black ; chin and throat whitish; the remainder of the under parts 
fulvous, albescent on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Upper mandible dark horn-colour; 
the lower bluish-horn at the base and tip, dark brown m the 
middle; mouth bluish; iris yellow, orange-yellow or onuige- 
brown ; eyelids and orbital skin dusky blue, edges of the eyelids 
orange-yellow; legs light to dark slaty-grey, claws pale hoin. 

Measurements. Total length about 330 to 340 mm.; wing 142 to 
150 mm.; tail about 430 mm.; tarsus about 49 mm.; culmen 
about 30 min. 

Distribution. £Tepal to E. Assam, North and South of the Brah¬ 
maputra, N. Burma and N r . Shan States. 

NidiUcation. Breeds from the end of March to early June, 
many birds having second broods in July and August, -ihe nests 
are large, loosely-built cups of leaves, bamboo leaves, grass, roots 
and stems of weeds, sometimes with moss added, and lined with 
finer roots, tendrils and fern stems. They may be placed in any 
thick bush, sapling or clump of bamboos, sometimes quite close to 
the ground, at other times 20 feet from it. The eggs are genei ally 
four in number, sometimes three and rarely five. In colour they 
are a rather deep blue-green, but quite pale ones are not un¬ 
common; rather long in shape, the texture is smooth and fheie 
is very little gloss. 200 eggs average 31*4 x 22*7 mm. I he 
extremes of size are 33*8x22*7; 29*2x24*1; 28*7x21*0 and 
30*2x20*9 mm. 

Habits. This Laughing-Thrush is a bird of low elevations; it is 
common in the plains near the hills and breeds principally below 
2,500 though it may be found up to 4,500 feet. It is very gre¬ 
garious, and may often be seen associating with other Laughing- 
Thrushes, especially with the Necklaeed Laughing-Thrush. They 
are not shv, but from their habit of keeping much to dense 
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undergrowth they are less often seen than heard, for they are 
as noisy as the rest of their family. They indulge in the same 
dances during the early part of the season and not infrequently at 
other times also, hopping about the ground, flirting and spreading 
their wings, bowing and performing like circus contortionists, all 
the time loudly applauding their own performances. 

(133) Garrulax pectoralis semitorquata. 

The Burmese Black-gorgeted Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax semitorquata Ogilvie-Granfc, Bull. B. 0. C., x, p. 49 (1900) 
(Five-finger Mt., Hainan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in having the tips to the 
tail-feathers buff instead of white and the pectoral band fre¬ 
quently interrupted in the centre. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. S. Burma, S. Shan States, Yunnan, Siam and 
Hainan. 

Nidification and Habits as in pectoralis pectoralis. 50 eggs 
average 30*7 x 22*0 mm. 

(134) Garrulax moniliger moniliger. 

The Indian Necklachd Laugeing-Thrush. 

Qinclosovna moniliger a, Hodgs., As. lies., xix, p. 147 (1836) (Nepal). 

Garrulax moniliger . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 81. 

Vernacular names. Olrjpho ( Lepcha); Piang-lcam (Bhut.); Poreri 
or Purirhi (Daphla) ; Chota penga (Bengali). 

Description. Differs from pectoralis in wanting the black cheek- 
stripe and in having the primary-coverts the same as the others, 
not black. The ear-coverts are black and white, varying much 
individually. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale yellow to bright yellow ; eyelids 
dull purple; bill dark horn-colour, the tip and edges paler ; legs 
light plumbeous, claws pale horn-colour. In young birds the eyes 
are greenish yellow or a pale washed-out blue. 

Measurements. Length about 300 to 310 mm.; wing 123 to 
128mm.; tail about 120 to 125 mm. ; tarsus about 43 mm.; culmen 
about 28 mm. 

Distribution. Practically the same as that of G. pectoralis 
pectoralis. 

Nidijflcation. This Laughing-Thrush has breeding habits, season, 
elevation, etc., all identical with its larger cousin, pectoralis ; the 
nests are indistinguishable, but the eggs can he told by their smaller 
size. 200 eggs average about 28*4x21*3 mm., but the largest of 
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these exceed in size the smallest of those of the Blaek-gorgeted 
Laugh ing-Tb rush. 

The extremes are maxima, 303 x 21 *0 and 27‘9 x 23*5 mra.; 
minima 27’0 X 21*6 and 27*2 x 198 mm. 

Habits exactly the same as those of pectoralis , with which it 
frequently consorts. 

(135) Gramilax moniliger fuscata. 

The Burmese Necklaced Laughing-Thhijsh. 

Garrulax moniliger fuscata Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxxvii, 
p. C4 (1918) (Tavoy). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from G. m. moniliger in having the tips to 
the tail-feathers buff instead of white and in, generally , having 
more white and less black on the ear-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last, but 
South Burmese birds are rather smaller. 

Distribution. South Central Burma and Siam to the south of 
Tenasserim. 

Nidiflcation and Habits differ in no way from those of the last 
bird. 60 eggs average 27*8 x 21*8 mm. 


(136) Garrulax gnlaris. 

McClelland’s L augit in o - Thru sn . 


lanthocincla gularis McClelL, P. Z. 8., 1839, p. 150 (Oachar). 
Garrulax yidaris . Blanf. & Oates, i ; p. 81. 

Vernacular names. Dao-ria phang (Cachari). 

Description. Lores, ear-coverts and under the eyes black ; fore¬ 
head, crow n, nape, mantle and sides of the neck slaty-grey; hack, 
rump and visible portions of the wing deep chestnut-brown, except 
the outer webs of the first primaries, which are duller ; upper tail- 
coverts deeper chestnut; the four central tail-feathers rufous- 
brown on the basal two-thirds of their length, then black; the 
others all pale chestnut, the fourth pair from the outside partially 
black on the inner web ; extreme point of chin black ; remainder 
of chin, cheeks, throat, fore neck, centre of breast and abdomen 
yellow ; sides of breast and upper abdomen dark ashy-grey ; lower 
part of Banks, thighs, vent and under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black; irid&s crimson or bright red. 

Measurements. Length about250mm; wing about 95 to 100mm.; 
tail about the same; tarsus about 38 mm.; culmen about 28 mm. 

Distribution. The hills South of the Brahmaputra, from Cachar 
to Lakhimpur and the Dafla Hills. 

NidiJdcation. McClelland’s Laughing-Thrush is resident and 
breeds throughout its range, the great majority of eggs being laid 
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in May but others also in late April and throughout June, The 
nest is a typical Laughing-Thrush's nest, a large, shallow and rather 
untidy cup, but more tendrils are used in its construction than 1 
have noticed in the nests of others of the genus. It is generally 
built in dense forest, and may be placed in bushes or in saplings 
between 3 and 20 feet from tbe ground. The eggs are two or three 
in number, rather long ovals, more smooth and glossy than the 
eggs of most of its genus, but less so than those of Dryonasles 
ruficolUs etc. They vary in colour from pure white to pale blue- 
green, unci 100 eggs average 29*2 x 205 mm. The extremes ir 
measurement are 31*0 X 19*8; 29*0x21-7; 25*5x39*6 and 27*8 
19*2 mm. 

Habits. This is a Laughing-Thrush of rather high elevations, 
seldom under 3,500 and hardly ever below 2,000 feet, even in winter, 
though a straggler was obtained at Lakhimpur in Cachar, practically 
in the plains. It is a less noisy, less gregarious bird than many 
of its nearest relations and keeps much to dense forest rather than 
to scrub. It has n loud, rather sweet whistle in addition to the 
usual cackling notes of its kind. 

(337) Garrulax albogularis albogularis, 

The W hite-throateo Lauohing-Thrush. 

Ianthocinbta albogularis Gould, P. Z. S., 1885, p. 187 (Nepal). 

Garrulcu albigularis. Blau I. & Oates, i, p. 82. 

Vernacular names. Karviam-pJio (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead fulvous; lores and feathers above and 
below eye black; cheeks, chin and throat white ; upper plumage 
rich olive-brown, tinged with fulvous on the crown and ear-coverts 
and rusty on the upper tail-coverts ; wings brown, edged with the 
colour of tbe back; tail olive-brown, tbe four outer pairs of 
feathers very broadly tipped with white; sides of neck and a broad 
pectoral band olive-brow n; remainder of lower plumage bright 
ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black or dull black, inside of mouth 
yellow; legs, feet and claws pale fleshy plumbeous to darker livid 
plumbeous; iris greyish blue. 

Measurements. Length about. 300 to 310 mm.; wing 123 to 
133 min., average 128 inm.; tail 140 to 145 mm.; tarsus about 
43 mm.; culmen about 25 turn. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim, but not in Bhutan or Assam, 
except twice in the Barail Bang© in N. Cachar. 

Nidification. The only nest recorded is one taken by myself in 
N. Cachar. Neither nest nor eggs differ in any way from those of 
the next and better known form. 

Habits. Similar to those of the next bird. 
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(138) Garrulax albogularis whistleri. 

The Western White-throated Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax alhogulans wlmtlen Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xlii, 
p. 29 (1921) (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from true albogularis in having the upper 
parts paler, more grey and less red, in having the red of the under 
parts paler and duller, and in being distinctly bigger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 132 (very abraded) to 14 k, average 139 
mm.; other measurements in proportion. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Hazara country to Garhwnl. 

Nidification. Breeds at all ranges between 4,000 and 9,000 feet 
in May and June, making a cup-shaped nest of grass, leaves, roots, 
tendrils, etc., rather loosely put together and generally bound with 
reed stems. Sometimes there is no lining, at other times it is well 
lined with moss and fern roots. They are usually built in small, 
fairly thick bushes in dense forest, less often in*small trees and 
rarely in scrub or secondary growth. The eggs number three, 
seldom two and even more seldom four, and are of a beautiful 
glossy dark blue, darker than that of any other egg except 
Hodgsonius phamicuroides. In shape they are fairly' long ovals, and 
the average of 50 eggs is 29*0 x21*l nun. 

Habits. These birds are as gregarious and almost as noisy as 
the White-crested Laughing-Thrushes, remaining in docks even 
during the breeding season. They are birds of high elevations 
and do not seem to wander down much below 3,000 feet, though 
they may be found a little lower in winter. They keep much to 
forest, feeding on the ground and on low undergrowth. Though 
from their habits difficult to watch, they are not shy birds. 

(139) Garrulax strepitans. 

Tickell’s Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax strepitans Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxiv, p. 268 (1858) (Mt. 
Muleyit, Tenasserim); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. S3. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape reddish brown ; face 
black; hinder portion of ear-coverts ferruginous ; a spot on either 
side of the neck white; hind neck, sides of neck and upper back 
ash} r , paler and whiter in front, darker behind, and blending with 
the olive-brown of the upper plumage and wings ; tail blackish, 
marked with olive-brown on the outer webs; throat and breast 
chocolate-brown, the latter bordered by ashy blending with the 
olive-brown of the remainder of the plumage. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris red, lake-red or crimson ; legs and 
feet very dark brown to almost black, claws horny-brown; bill 
black. 

Measurements. Length about. 300 to 310 mm.; wing 132 to 
135 mm.; tail about 135 min.; tarsus about 45 to 47 min.; culmen 
about 27 mm. 

Distribution. Teuasserim and North aud South-West Siam, 
where specimens have been obtained at Koou Tan and Si-sa-wad. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Davison says that it is a noisy but shy bird, avoiding 
observation. tc Not by any means uncommon, occurring in small 
docks of twenty or more, and keeping entirely, so far as I have 
observed, to the forest, especially to the ravines where this is 
densest.” 

Genus IANTHOCINCLA Gould, 1835. 

Oates applied the generic term Ianthocincla to those Laughing- 
Thrushes which have no bristles at the base of the forehead, but 
in which the nostrils are overhung by a few long hairs. The 
genus differs in no other respect from (Jcmnlax, and the division 
is perhaps hardly necessary, but it is convenient for students and 
may therefore be retained. All the species are remarkable for 
having the secondaries tipped with white and the bill is rather 
narrow. 

Key to Species and Subsjjecies. 

A. Crown and nape black. 

a. Upper plumage spotted with white- I ocellata ocellata , p. loo. 

b. Upper plumage barred with black. [p* D>8, 

a'. Ear-coverts black. . 7. rufagulans rufoyulans , 

b\ Ear-coverts rusty-orange.. T. occidentahs, p. 150. 

o'. Ear-coverts brown . /. r. asscnnenszs, p. 159. 

c. Upper plumage neither barred nor tP- 150. 

spotted.. 7* cinerticea drier acea, 

B. Crown and nape ashy . A?* sty am, p. 157. 

C. Crown and nape reddish brown with pale 

shafts. 

d . Lower plumage rufous-brown with white 

b ars . I. austeni austeni, p. 160. 

c. Lower plumage much paler, each feather 

with broad white edges. 7. a. victories, p. 161. 

(140) Ianthocincla ocellata ocellata. 

The W kite-spotted Laughing-Thrush. 

Cinclosoma ocellatum Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 15 (Himalayas). 
Ianthocincla ocellata. Blnnf. & Oates, i, p. 84. 

Vernacular names. Lko~karreum-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape brownish black: face 
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and supercilia bright fulvous ; ear-coverts chestnut; upper back 
and sides of neck fulvous, the feathers with broad black sub- 
terminal marks and fulvous tips; scapulars and wing-coverts to 
tail reddish brown with white spots preceded by black marks; 
quills tipped white, the earlier primaries black on the outer webs, 
becoming progressively ashy and then chestnut; middle tail- 
feathers chestnut, tipped with white; the others rufous at base, 
then ashy and finally black with white tips ; centre of throat black, 
the feathers with narrow rufous edges ; sides of throat rufous 
barred with black; below fulvous buff, the breast barred with black 
and the flanks more olivaceous with a few paler fulvous bars. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill yellowish, dusky above and on tip; 
legs dull yellow; iris yellow-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 310 to 320 mm.; wing 130 to 
135 mm.; tail about i80 mm.; tarsus about 48 mm.; culrnen 
about 30 to 32 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan, from which latter 
place I have received typical specimens. The type-locality may be 
restricted to Darjeeling . 

Nidification. Hume received a nest from Sikkim with one of 
the parent birds. “ The nest is principally composed of these ’ 
(fern and grass) “ intermingled wit h moss and roots and is a large, 
loose structure some 7 inches in diameter.” It was placed close 
to the ground in a thick clump of fern and grass, and contained 
two eggs which are not described. 

Habits. This Laughing-Thrush is a bird of high elevations. It 
occurs about Darjeeling from some 6,000 or 7,000 feet up to at least 
10,000 feet. It keeps much to heavy forest, and appears to be less 
gregarious and not so noisy as the species of the two preceding 
genera. 

(Hi) Ianthocincla cinemcea cineraeea. 

The Ashy Laughing-Thrush, 

Trochalopterum drieraceum Godw.-Aust., P. Z.S., 1874, p. 15 (Nnga 
Hills). 

Ianthocincla cineraeea. Bl&nf. & Oates, i, p. 85. 

Vernacular names. Lehu (Angami Naga). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape black ; lores, a broad 
superciliutn, ear-coverts and under the eye dull white, a narrow 
line o ver the ear-coverts and a broad moustachial streak black, the 
latter ending in streaks on the sides of- the upper neck; upper 
plumage and wing-coverts olivaceous-ashy, tinged with rufous on 
the upper tail-coverts ; secondaries and the tail like the back, each 
feather with a snbterminal black band and a white tip ; primaries 
ashy on the outer web; primary-coverts black; winglet ashy on 
the outer webs, dusky on the inner ; chin and throat pale fulvous, 
with the shafts black ; whole remaining lower plumage fulvous, 
tinged with olive on the flanks and albescent on the abdomen. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris pale huffish yellow to orange-yellow; 
lids pale lavender, edged dusky ; bill horny-brown, tipped paler 
and with whole lower mandible pale horny-yellow; legs and feet 
pale dull fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length 225 to 285 mm.; wing 80 to 
89 mm. ; tail about 100 mm. ; tarsus about 32 mm.; culmeu about 
20 mm. 

Distribution. Naga Hills, Khasia and N. Cachar Hills, Manipur, 
Lushai and Chin Hills. Hoes not apparently extend eastwards 
to Lakhitnpur. 

Nidification. Numerous nests were taken by Col. Tytler in tlie 
Naga Hills in May and June and by Messrs. Mackenzie, Hop wood 
and others in the Chin Hills in March and April. They are com¬ 
posed of ferns, leaves, roots and grass, lined with finer roots and 
often bound round with tendrils and steins of plants; they are 
rather more compact than most nests of this group and are placed 
in bushes or small saplings in forest. The eggs are generally 
two only in number, sometimes three; the texture is very fine 
and close and the surface smooth and silky to the touch, not hard 
and glossy as in I). ruficollis. In colour they are pure unspotted 
blue-green. 150 eggs average 25*3x 18*6 mm. 

Habits. This is not a very gregarious bird, and though it may 
sometimes be found in small family parties, it more often wanders 
about in pairs, scratching on the ground amongst the fallen, 
rubbish for insects or clambering through the undergrowth and 
bracken. It constantly utters conversational notes, some sweet 
and some harsh, but never breaks out into a paroxysm of sound 
like some of the other Laughing-Thrushes do. It haunts 
elevations of 0,000 feet upwards and is rare below 5,000 feet. 

(142) Ianthocincla cineracea styani. 

Styan’ s Laughing -Tii rush. 

Trvckalopterum styani Oustalet, Bull. Mus. Par., 6, p. 226 (1898) 
(Ta-tsien-Iu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, This race differs from the preceding in having 
the head dark ashy instead of black and the ear-coverts rufous 
instead of black and white. The upper plumage is browner and 
the breast is tinged with vinous. 

Colours of soft parts as in /. c. cineracea. 

Measurements. Wing 94 to 98 mm.; tail 106 to 118 mm. ; 
tarsus about 38 mm.; eulmen 22 to 25 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and the E. Shan States. 

Nidiftcation. A single egg from the Sty an collection measures 
28*1 X 19-8 mm. 

Habits. Not recorded. 
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(143) Ianthocincla rufogularis rufogularis. 

The Eurous-ciiiNNEi) LAUGTtnsrG-TaitrsH. 

Ianthocincla rufogularis Gould, P. Z. S., 1835, p, 4(8 (Himalayas, 

Sikkim); Blanf. &■ Oates, i, p. S6. 

Vernacular names. Narbigivan-pho (Lepcba). 

Description. Lores pure white; a large ring of grey round the 
eye; ear-coverts wholly black or tinged with rufous posteriorly; 
forehead and crown black; cheeks and a large patch under the 
eye and ear-coverts mingled black and white ; a broad superciliuin 
reaching to the nape, the sides of the neck and the whole upper 
plumage olive-green, tinged with fulvous and each feather of the 
hind neck, back and upper rump tipped with a lunate black bar; 
wing-coverts olive-brown, the larger series broadly tipped with 
black; prim ary-coverts dark brown margined with black; winglet 
ashy, tipped black; earlier primaries hoary on the outer webs, the 
others with a black patch, increasing in extent whilst he basal 
portions change to olivaceous; outer secondaries with the outer 
webs olive-brown, broadly tipped with black and with a sub-tip 
white line; inner secondaries olive-brown on both webs and tipped 
with black and white; tail rufescenfc, with deep rufous tips and 
black subterminal bands; point of chin rufous, throat white; 
under tail-coverts deep chestnut; remaining lower plumage ashy- 
brown, albescent on the abdomen and each feather, except on the 
last, spotted with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown ; bill pale yellow- 
horny, darker at tip; legs dull fleshy-brown ; eyelids and orbital 
skin bluish. 

Measurements. Length about 225 to 235 mm.; wing about 
94 to 97 mm.; tail about 120 mm.; tarsus about 34 mm.; culmen 
about 24 mm. 

The young have the crown olive-brown, tipped with black; the 
whole chin white, and the black bars and spots above and below 
smaller. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills North of the 
Brahmaputra at least as far East as the Miri Hills North of 
Lakhirnpur. 

Nidification. This bird breeds very commonly in Sikkim and 
round about Darjeeling in May, June and July, making a nest of 
small twigs, tnany tendrils, a few roots and sometimes a leaf 
or two, lined with fine roots. In some cases nothing but tendrils 
are used for the outer part of the nest.* It is placed as a rule 
in a high bush or small tree, less often in a low bush. The eggs 
number two to four, generally three, and are pure white, not 
highly glossed, though very smooth and very fragile for their 
size. In shape they are long ovals and fifteen eggs average 
26*2 x 19’4 mm. 

A second brood is sometimes brought up as late as September. 




Habits. I he Rufous-chinned b&ughing- Thrush is found in 
pairs or in small parties of four and five and, like the rest of its 
relatives, haunts undergrowth, scrub and secondary growth, but 
always in forest or in its immediate vicinity. It is not a noisy 
bird, but has a large variety of notes, some of which are harsh 
and loud and some are soft and mellow; its flight, when it can be 
forced to take to wing, is feeble and ill-sustained, but in clambering 
about bushes and reeds it is very active and equally so on the 
ground, where it seeks much of its food, both insect and seed. 
It is found as low as 2,500 feet, but is most common between 
4,000 and 6,000 feet, ascending as high as 8,000 feet. 

(344) Xanthocincla rufogularis assamensis. 

IIARTBBT’s LAUGTIING -ThRUSH. 

lanthocmcla rufogularis assamensis Hartert, Yog. Pal., i, p. 685 
(1910) (Margherita, Assam). 

Vernacular names. Mi-pa*pita (Trans-Diku Nagas). 

Description. Differs from typical rufogularis in having the 
whole chin and throat rufous and the ear-coverts almost all, or 
nearly all, rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in rufogularis . 

Measurements. A rather smaller bird than rufogularis with 
wing about 91 to 94 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Assam south of the Brahmaputra as 
far South as the lushai and Chittagong Hills and as far East 
as Lakhimpur and thence into the Chin Hills. 

Nidification. Breeds from <4,500 feet upwards throughout its 
habitat in May and June, with an occasional second laying in 
August and September. The site selected is almost invariably 
a bush in heavy forest, though the part selected is always near an 
opening of some kind, river, road or a natural open glade. • Nest 
and eggs like those of the preceding birds. 40 eggs average 
26 5x18*9 Dim. 

Habits. Similar to those of rufogtdaru . 

(145) Iaiithocincla rufogularis occidentals. 

The K ashmir Laughing-Thrush. 

lanthocinch rufogularis occidental is Hartert, Vojr. Pal. i, n 635 
(1910) (Dehra Boon). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Rufous-chinned Laughing-Thrush, 
but has the ear-coverts rusty-orange and the upper parts pale,’ 
more olive and less rufous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements the same as in the last. 
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Distribution. From Kumaon westwards through Kashmir and 
the N.W. Himalayas. 

Nidification. Breeds in Garhwal and the Simla Hills in May 
and June between 6,000 and 8,000 feet elevation. Nest and eggs 
are like those of the Sikkim bird, but the former are made more 
of twigs, and tendrils are not so invariably or plentifully used. 
Six eggs average 26*3 x 18*7 nun. 

Habits. Like those of the other subspecies. Hutton found in 
the stomach of a bird he examined “ sand, seeds and the remains 
of wasps.” 

(146) lanthocincla austeni austeni 

The Cachar L aughusfo-Thresh, 

Trochalopteron austeni Godw.-Aust., J. A. S.B., xxxix, ii, p. 105 
(1870) (llengdang Peak, N. Cachar Hills). 
lanthocincla austeni. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 87. 

Vernacular names. I)ao~gajao-i-ba (Cachari). 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape, hind neck and sides, and 
the whole neck reddish brown with pale streaks ; rutnp paler, 
without pale shafts; upper tail-coverts and middle pair of tail- 
feathers rufous ; other feathers black with white tips and with the 
bases suffused with rufous on the outer webs; wing-coverts and 
inner secondaries reddish brown, the latter and the longer coverts 
tipped with white and with subterminal dusky marks; outer webs 
of the earlier primaries grey, those of the other quills reddish 
brown; lores dusky; ear-coverts dark rufous-brown with pale 
shafts ; chin, throat and breast rufous-brown, indistinctly barred 
with dusky and whitish; remainder of lower plumage rufous- 
brown, with broad and distinct white bars preceded by a dusky 
line; under tail-coverts narrowly tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or lake-brown; bill dark horny, 
blackish at the tip, paler on lower mandible; legs dull fleshy- or 
livid-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 min.; wing 100 to 
105 inm.; tail about 120 ram.; tarsus about 35 min.; culmen 
20 nun. 

Distribution. Khasia, Cachar and Naga Hills. Hengdang Teak 
is on the watershed between the Cachar Hills and Manipur, and 
doubtless it will be found also in the higher hills of the latter 
state. 

Ni&iflcation. This rare Laughing-Thrush breeds throughout its 
range between 4,000 and 8,000 feet, principally about 6,000 feet, 
bufc^it is not very uncommon on the higher hills about Cherrapunji 
iu the breeding season at little over 4,000 feet. It breeds in the 
end of April and May, and possibly sometimes has a second laying 
as I have a nest taken in August with fresh eggs. The nest is 



like that of /. rufogularis , but seems to be generally placed 
in a low bush, or a tangle of canes or raspberry bushes quite 
close to the ground. The eggs, two or three in number, are 
pure white, fragile, with a very slight gloss, and 48 average about 
26*3 x 19*0 mra. 

Habits. I found the bird in the Khasia and Cachar Hills in 
rhododendron and stunted oak forest, going about in pairs or 
small family parties in the dense undergrowth. They were just 
as loath to take to wing as other members of this subfamily, and 
when forced to do ao fluttered and sailed alternate!}' to the next 
bit of cover, into which they tumbled headlong rather than 
settled. They kept up a continuous chatter, but were not particu¬ 
larly noisy. Those examined by me had eaten both insects and 
seeds, several containing masses of a small red ant, a most vicious 
biter. 

(147) Iantlxocincla austeni victorias. 

The Cm?* Hills Laughing-Thrush. 

Xanthocincla victoria JRippon, Bull. B. 0. 0., xvi, p. 47 (1906) 
(Mt. Victoria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Cachar bird in being more olive 
and less red above and in having the lower parts much paler and 
whiter, each feather being edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

Measurements. Total length 244 mm.; wing 94 mm, (. Rippon ). 

Distribution. South Chiu Hills, 

Nidihcation unknown. 

Habits. A bird of high elevations, only found between 7,000 
and 10,000 feet. 

Germs TE0CHAL0PTEBUM Hodgson, 1843. 

The genus Trochalopterum differs from the preceding genera in 
having the base of the bill quite devoid of all bristles and hairs, 
the nostrils and their membranes being free arid exposed. In 
other respects it is quite typical of the subfamily. 

The bill varies a good deal in length and stoutness, and the 
nostrils in some are oval and exposed, yvhilst in others they are long 
and narrow and partly covered by a membrane. Oates and 
Harington point out that those birds with short, stout bills lay 
unspotted eggs, whilst those with slender bills and long linear 
nostrils lay spotted eggs. This is true, but. on the other hand, 
birds of the group of Laughing-Thrushes with the curious wing- 
speculum, probably an older feature than bill and nostril, all lay 
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spotted eggs with the one exception of T. sqimmatum, which lays 
them plain blue. Even the shape of the bills and nostrils, 
however, varies only in degree, more or less intergrading with one 
another. 

If Harington and Oates, and before them Gray, thought 
it desirable to split up the genus, we have Harfcert on the contrary 
.lumping under the one name ( lanthodncla ), Oates’s genera Iantho- 
. cincla , Bah ax and Trochaloptermn. It must be remembered, how¬ 
ever, that in the Palaearctic region Hartert has to deal with only 
29 species and subspecies, whereas in the Oriental region the 
number is much greater, no less than 40 species and subspecies 
being found in India in this genus alone. 

Oates’s genera, as given in the first edition of the ‘Avifauna,’ 
seem reasonable and are easy for the student to understand, and 
I retain them in the present edition. 

In the first edition, however, many geographical races were 
quite wrongly given the status of full species, and these are now 
relegated to their proper position. A few new species and sub¬ 
species have been added to our -list, aud we have recognized in this 
genus 12 species and 17 subspecies. 


Key to Species. 


A. Chestnut on crown or nape, or both. T. erythrocephalum , 

JJ. No chestnut on crown or nape. [p. 162. 

Wings brightly coloured. 
a'. Wings chiefly crimson. 

a". Tail black . . 7\ phoeniceum , p. 168. 

h ". Tail crimson. T. milnei. p. 170. 

h'. Wings chiefly bright yellow. 

c". Primary-coverts brown .. T. subunicolor , p. 171. 

&”. Primary-coverts block. 

a"'. Tall without white tips. T. affine , p. 172. 

\gatum, p. 173, 

h"’. Tail with white tips . T. variegatnin varie - 

[p. 174. 

c\ Wings chiefly slaty-blue. T. v&riegatum simile, 

d'. Wings with patch of bright blue .... T. squamatum, p. ]74. 
b. Wings dull coloured with no bright patch. 
e\ Upper plumage not striped. 

e". Breast rufous.. T. ca chin nans, p. 170. 

/". Breast whitish, streaked ashy. T. jerdtmi, p. 177. 

g ". Breast olive grey-brown . .. T. henrici , p. 183. 

f. Upper plumage striped. 

A'\ With a white supercilium. T. viryutum , p. 179. 

i". With no white supercilium .. T, linmtum, p. 180, 


Trochalopterum erythroceplialum. 

This species is a very widely extended one, ranging from the 
Western Himalayas to the south of Tenasserim. As might be 
expected, its geographical variations are great, and it is therefore 
divided into 8 subspecies. 
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Key to Subspecies. 

A. Back and breast with large black round 
spots. 


a. No conspicuous grey supereilium. 

a'. Ear-coverts chestnut, tipped black [p. 163. 

and wlnto. T.e. erythrocephalum, 

b 1 . Ear-coverts black, edged pinkish 

white. T. e. niyrimentum, p. 164. 

c'. Ear-coverts chestnut like the crown . T. e. erythrokcma , p. 164. 

b. A conspicuous grey supercilium. 

d'. Ear-coverts chestnut. . T.e. yodwini , p. 165. 

e f . Ear-coverts grey with black shaft- 

stripes . T.e. woodi, p. 160. 

15. "Back and breast with brown oval spots . . T.e. chryscptemm, p. 166. 
<C. No spots on back or breast. 

c. Chin and throat only rufous. T.e. mekmostiyma, p. 167. 

d. Chin, throat and breast rufous . T.e. ramsayi , p. 168. 


(148) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum erythrocephalum. 

Tub Bed- headed Laughing-Thrush. 

Cindosoma erythrocephalum Vigors, P, Z, S., 1831, p, 171 (Hima¬ 
layas, Chamba). 

Trochalopterum erythrocephalum. Bl&nf. & Oates, i, p. 89. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut; ear-coverts 
chestnut,each feather blackish near the tip and edged with white; 
lores, chin arid upper throat black, with a chocolate tinge; cheeks 
mingled chestnut and black; mantle and sides of neck olive-brown, 
'each feather with a semicircular black mark near the end, lower 
back plain olive-brown; rump and upper tail-coverts slaty-grey ; tail 
ashy, suffused with golden yellow on the outer webs; wing- 
coverts olive-brown, the greater broadly tipped with deep ferru¬ 
ginous ; prim ary -coverts and winglet yellow on the outer webs, 
ashy on the inner; outer webs of primaries and outer secondaries 
bright golden yellow; inner secondaries and tips of outer ashy- 
blue ; the base of the outer webs of the outer secondaries golden 
red; lower plumage pale fulvous, washed with olivaceous on the 
sides of the body and under tail-coverts, each feather of the throat 
and breast with n narrow crescentic black bar near the end and 
tipped with fulvous white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris grey-brown or yellow-brown; bill 
black; legs and feet pale yellowish- or fleshy-brown or light 
brown. 

Measurements Length about 280 mm. ; wing 102 to 105 ram. : 
tail about 120 to 125 mm.; tarsus 37 to 38 mm. ; calmen about 20 to 
22 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Chamba to Nepal. 

Nidilication. This Laughing-Thrush breeds in May and June at 
•heights from 4,000 to 7,000 feet or more, making the usual cup- 
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shaped nests of leaves, bracken, ferns and grass with a thin 
lining of roots and fine grass. Outwardly the nests measure 
about 6 inches in diameter by 3 inches in depth, and are placed 
low down in thick bushes or tangled undergrowth in forests. 
The eggs, two or three in number, are pale bright Thrush-egg 
blue-green in colour, dotted and blotched sparsely at the larger 
end with dark brownish red. In shape they are rather Jong ovals 
and in texture smooth and fine with but little gloss, Fourteen 
eggs average 29*2 x 21*3 mm. 

Habits. This bird, and indeed most of this genus, is much less 
noisy than those of the genus Garvulax , and though sometimes 
found in small flocks, is not so invariably gregarious, often wander* 
ing about in pairs. They keep up a continuous conversational 
chatter, interrupted with louder calls, some of which are quite 
mellow and sweet. They feed almost entirely on the ground itself 
or in the lower undergrowth in forests, and take to wing only 
when forced to do so. They are both insectivorous and eat small 
seeds. 


(149) Trochalopteruiri erythrocephalum erythrolsema. 

Hume's Eed-headed Laughing-Tiieush. 

Trochahpterum erythrotama Ilume, S. E, x, p. 153 (1881) (Matchi, 
S. Manipur); Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 90. 

Trochaloyterum holcnjthrops Kippon, Bull. B.O. C., xiv,p. 83 (1904) 
(Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last in having the lores and point 
of chin dusky brown; the chin and throat chestnut like the 
crown; the breast chestnut and the centre of the abdomen ferru¬ 
ginous. The forehead is tinged with grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing about 91 to- 
95 mm.; tail about 110 to 115 mm.; culrnen 19 to 21 mm. ; tarsus 
27 mm. 

Distribution. East Manipur and Chin Hills. 

Nidification, The nest and eggs cannot ho distinguished from 
those of the last bird. Twenty-two eggs average 29*9 x 20*5 mrm 

(150) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum mgrimeutum. 

Tiie Sikkim Ked-headed Laughing - Theitsh. 

Trochalopterum nigrimcntum Oates, Blanf. & Oates, Avifauna B 1 
i, p. 91 (1889) (Nepal) (ex Hodgson MS.). 

Vernacular names. TcirpTiorn-pho (Lepcha); Panionq (I>hutea\ 

Description. Similar to T. erijthrocephalum , but the forehead is 
rufous with black shafts and the anterior portion of the crown 
deep grey, each feather black in the centre; the ear-coverts are 
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black with pinkish-white edges and the lores, cheeks, chin and 
upper throat are black. The upper tail-coverts are olive-green. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dark horny-brown or blackish brown; 
legs dark fleshy or yellowish brown; iris grev-brown; “red” 
(Jerilon). 

Measurements. Total length about 260 to 270 mm. ; wing 100 
to 105 mm.; fail 112 to 115mm.; tarsus about 38 mm.; culmen. 
about 21 to 22 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal to the Daphla and Mikir Hills in 


Assam. 


Nidilication. Breeds throughout its range in the months of 
April, May and early June at elevations of 5,500 feat upwards. 
The nest is a massive deep cup made of leaves, grass and a large 
proportion of moss, bound together with tendrils and roots. The 
lining generally consists of fine roots with an inner lining of 



Fig. 29. —Head of T. e. nignmentum . 


matted dead leaves, but this latter is not always present. Most, 
nests are placed in thick bushes, but others may be found on small 
saplings, and the site selected is either the fringe of forest and 
heavy jungle or scrub-jungle and secondary growth. The eggs 
number two or three and are like those of the rest of t he genus, 
but are generally very sparsely marked. Seventeen eggs average 
about 28*7 X 21*3. mm. 

Habits. This is a bird of high eles r ations from 5,000 up to 
9,000 feet or more. It has the usual habits of the genus and is 
<]uite common in the woods round about Darjeeling, where in the 
early morning and evening it may often be surprised on the roads 
and jungle paths, hunting in small parties for insects in the cattle 
droppings, but scuttling off promptly into cover when disturbed. 

(l&l) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum godwini. 

God win-Austen’s Eed-headed Laughing-Thkusii. 

Trochaloptenim erythrocephalum godwini Haring ton, Bull. B. O. C., 
xxxiii, p. 92 (1914) (Hengdan, N. Cachar HiLls). 

Vernacular names. Dao-qua-loJc (Caohari). 
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Description. Similar to T. e. enjtJirolcema , but has a conspicuous 
gvey supercilium and the forehead also much greyer. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in erythrolcema. 

Distribution. The high ranges between Cachar, the Naga Hills 
and N.W. Manipur. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(152) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum woodi. 

Wood’s Eei>-headep Laughing-Thrush. 

Troc! adopt crum erythrocephalum woodi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O 0 
J xxxv, p. 17 (1914) (Loi-Sing, N. Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from T. e, godtvini in having the upper 
back unmarked with black as in ' melanostigma. The chin and 
throat are) blackish instead of rufous and the ear-coverts are grey. 
From erythrolcema it differs in having grey ear-coverts and a 
broad grey supercilium. From chrysopterum it differs iu having 
black not rufous-brown edges to ‘the breast-feathers, and the 
upper parts are rufous-brown rather than olive-green. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dark horny-brown ; legs apparently 
dark fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. “Wing 107 ram.; tail 122 nun.; culmen 
20 mm.; tarsus 37 nun.” ( Harmgton ). 

Distribution. Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits not recorded. 


(153) Trochalopterum ery throcephalum chrysoptenmu 

The Shillong Yellow-winged Laughing-Thrush, 

lanthocincla ehrysoptera Gould, V. Z. S., 1835, p. 48 (Khasia Hills). 

Trochalopterum chrysopterum. Blanf. & Gates, i, p. 90. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from all the other races in having brown, 
oval spots instead of black round spots on back and breast. It 
has a broad grey supercilium and the ear-coverts are rufous more 
or less tinged with grey. The chin and throat are dark chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish or greyish brown, some¬ 
times quite grey; legs fleshy or yellowish brown ; bill dark horny- 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 260 to 270 mm.; wing 101 to 
10b mm.; tail about 110 to 115 mm.; culmen about 20 to 21 mm. • 
tarsus about 38 mm. 



TKOCHALOPTBRITM. 

Distribution, Khasia Hills oxAy. 

Nidifieation. The breeding season of this subspecies commences 
in the end of April and ceases in the iirst week in Jline, though an 
odd nest or so, perhaps a second brood, may be found as late as 
August. The nest is a wide, shallow cup of moss, roots, grasses 
and dead leaves, bound together with roots, tendrils and steins of 
reeds and is lined with roots, fern-racbides or, rarely, fine grass. 
It is a fairly well-built nest, and often looks much like that of 
some of the.true Thrushes. No attempt seems to be made at 
concealment, and it is usually placed in some tall, thinly foliaged 
bush, about 6 feet from the ground, in pine* or evergreen-!orest. 

The eggs are generally two only in number, sometimes three 
and very rarely four. In type of coloration they are like those of 
erythrocepliahim , but are more boldly marked wit!) a few black or 
deep purplv-red blotches, spots or lines. In a few eggs these 
markings are very scanty, but in some are more numerous than 
in the eggs of other races of this Laughing-Thrush, The average 
of 50 eggs is 30*6x21*6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. A bird of the pine-forests from 
4,000 feet upwards. 

(154) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum melanostigma. 

Blyth's Ked-headeb LaUGHXNG-TiIIUISH. 

Garruliix mekinostigma Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxiv, p. 268 (1855) 
(Mt. Muleyit). 

Trochalopterum melanostigma. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 92. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, lores and cheeks black, the black of 
the lores extending to over the eye and merging in a short grey 
supercilium; ear-coverts and sides of the neck silvery-grey 
streaked with black; throat and upper breast ferruginous, paling 
on lower breast and abdomen and becoming olive-grey on flanks 
and under tail-coverts. No spots on either back or breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs, feet and claws very pale brown 
to reddish ; bill black ; iris brown or hazel-brown (Ilume fy Davis.). 

Distribution. Mnleyit Mount, Tenasserim, and thence north¬ 
wards into the SI)an States. 

Nidification. Nests and eggs taken by Mr. 0. Hopwood 
resemble those of T . chrysojitei'um , his eggs measure 30*5X 
20*4 mm. 

Habits. According to Davison these birds keep in parties of six 
or eight, feeding chiefly on the ground and keeping much in the 
brush-wood. They are neither very noisy nor very silent, uttering 
from time to time a fine whistling call in addition to other 
numerous conversational notes. They appear to feed exclusively 
on insects. 
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(155) Trochalopterum erythrocephalum ramsayi. 

The JvAiiEifiNi Bed-headed LAUOHisa-TintiJSH. 

Trochalopterum ramsayi Ogilvie-Graut, Bull. B. 0. C. f xiv, p. 19 
(1904) (Kareimee). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in having the chestnut 
of the chin and throat continued over the entire breast and belly. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris deep chocolate; bill black; legs 
pinkish brown.” 

Measurements. Total length about 254 rum.; wing 101 to 
104 mm.; tail about 114 mm.; tarsus about 40 mm.; culnien 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Kareuni, extending to the pine-forests in the 
Salween District. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Trochalopterum phceniceum 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Tail broadly tipped with orange. 

a. General plumage darker . T. p. plumireum, p. 168. 

b. General plumage paler. T. p. bakeri t p. 109. 

B. Tail narrowly edged with ochrnceous_ T. p. ripponi, p. 170. 


(156) Trochalopterum phceniceum phceniceum. 

The Assam Chimsox-wingho La u giiing-T run: sh. 

Ianthocincla phau icea Gould, Icon. Av., pi. 3 (1837) (Nepal). 

Trochalopterum phceniceum. lilanf. & Oates, i, p. 93. 

Vernacular names. TiljKpho (Lepcha); Repcha. (Bhut.). 

Description. Lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, round the eye and a 
patch on the side of the neck crimson ; a short supercilium black; 
upper plumage olive-brown, the feathers of the crown with 
partially concealed black margins; tail black, broadly tipped with 
orange and outermost feathers washed with, orange throughout; 
wing-coverts olive-brown; primary-coverts dusky edged with 
olive-brown; winglet suffused with crimson on the outer webs 
and outermost coverts edged with the same; outer webs of 
primaries edged with crimson and yellow, the former increasing 
and latter decreasing in extent inwards; secondaries with centre 
of outer webs edged blue, the terminal portions suffused with 
crimson, the bases with olive-green; the whole lower plumage 
fulvous olive-brown, tinged with ashy on the abdomen; under 
tail-coverts black, broadly tipped with crimson. 
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Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet brown with a purplish 
tinge; bill horny dark brown to practically black; iris brown 
{juv.) to deep crimson or lac-red ; orbital skin dull leaden-dusky. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 81 to 93mm.; 
tail about 100 nun, ; tarsus about 32 mm.; culmen about 18 mnn 

Distribution. Nepal to the extreme east of Assam* North of the 
Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Breeds between 3,000 and 5,000 feet and some¬ 
times rather higher in the months of April to June, making a 
•compact, deep cup of grass, leaves, roots and moss, lined with 
the latter and measuring about 44 inches to 54 inches in dia¬ 
meter by nearly as much in depth. It is generally placed in 
bushes in rather dense and moist forest, sometimes fairly high 
up but more often at 3 or 4 feet from the ground. The eggs 
number 2 or 3, very rarely 4, and are very beautiful, the ground¬ 
colour being a deep Thrush-egg blue with dark maroon and red- 
black lines, blotches and dots, the first being most numerous. 
Fifty eggs average 25*9 x 18*5 mm. 

Habits. This species haunts forests and secondary growth rather 
than scrub-jungle, at elevations between 3,000 and 6,000 feet, 
wandering as low down as 2,000 feet in winter. They are some¬ 
times found singly or in pairs, but more often in small parties of 
four or live, keeping much to the undergrowth and lower trees 
and also hopping about and feeding on the ground, eating insects 
of all kinds and also certain seeds. Their flight is feeble and their 
notes consist of a great variety of conversational calls both harsh 
and sweet, with an occasional louder call when the birds get 
separated. 

(157) Trochalopterum pbceniceum bakeri. 

Tins Assam Crimson-winged Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopteron phceniceum bakeri Harterfc, Bull. B. O. C., xxxiii, 
p. 10 (1909) (Laisung, N. Cactiar). 

Vernacular names. Dao-yao-gayao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in being paler both 
above and below and in having the ashy-grey wash on the abdomen 
much more pronounced. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements slightly smaller than the last, the wing averag¬ 
ing about 85 mm. as against 90 mm. in that bird. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and 
Lushai Hills. 

Nidilication. Breeds in May and June between 3,500 and 
5,000 feet. The nest is a well-iiiade cup, similar to that of the 
last bird but more often placed quite elose to the ground, Eggs 
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indistinguishable from those of the last; 100 measure on an 
average 20*1 x 18*5 mm. 

Habits. A comparatively common bird between 3,000 and 
6,000 feet, nearly always found in cool, moist tree-forest in which 
there is a fair amount of undergrowth. Voice, food, flight, etc. 
as T. p, plueniceum . 

(158) Trochalopterum phoeaiceum ripponi. 

The Burmese Crimson-winged Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopterum ripponi Oates, Bull. B. O. C., xi, p. 10 (1900) 
(Kengtung State). 

Vernacular names. Krang-shong-moling (Kachin). 

Description. Similar to the preceding, but has the crimson of 
the head extending on to the sides of the neck, throat and super- 
cilium. The lower plumage is greyish yellow instead of fulvous- 
or olive-brown and the tail is narrowly tipped with ochre instead 
of broadly with orange. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in T.p.pJiceniceum* 

Distribution. Kachin Hills, N. Shan States. 

Nidification. The few' eggs I have seen of this race seem to be 
rather darker than those of the other races. Twenty-one average 
about 25*8 x 18*6 mm. 

Habits as in the other races, but according to Haringfcon 
they frequent bamboo-jungle as well as forest, placing their nest 
sometimes in clumps of bamboo. They keep generally above 
5,000 feet and are found at least up to 7,000 feet. 

(159) Trochalopterum milnei sharpei. 

The Burmese Red-tailed Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopterum sharpei Rippon, Bull. B. O. C., xii, p. 13 (1901) 
(Kengtung State). 

Vernacular names. Kmng-sheng-'kabr (Kachin). 

Description. Grown and upper parts of head and neck buffy- 
rufous; ear-coverts pale grey ; throat and lores black ; back and 
wing-coverts olive, each feather of the back with dark edge; 
rump and upper tail-coverts golden olive; below ashy-olive, more 
green towards the neck; tail above bright red, below blackish; 
wing-quills above brilliant and glossy red, the inner webs of the 
innermost secondaries pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. u Bill and feet black; iris brown 
(Lurid Oxist,). 

Measurements. Length about 280 min.; wing about 106 mm.; 
tail about 120 mm.; tarsus about 38 mm.; culmen about 30 mm. 

Distribution. Kachin Hills and N. Shan States. 
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Kidiflcation. Breeds in the Kaebin Hills in April and May, 
making a typical Laughing-Thrusts nest of bamboo leaves and 
grass, mixed with a few roots and other leaves and lined with the 
former. They are, as usual, cup-shaped, and are placed either in 
bashes or low down against, trees in the dense undergrowth of 
ravines in forest growing in valleys over 6,000 feet elevation. The 
eggs are unlike any others of this family and have a pure white 
ground sparingly spotted and blotched with reddish-brown or nearly 
black spots; they are in fact exactly like Grolden Orioles’eggs.. 
Fifteen eggs average 28*7 X 20'7 nun. 

Habits. This very handsome Trochalopterum is only found at 
heights from 5,000 to 8,000 feet, frequenting the most dense- 
of undergrowth, in which it skulks about in small parties or pairs, 
being heard much more often than seen; at the same time, 
according to Harington, they are as inquisitive as noisy, and if 
one remains bidden, the birds soon show themselves in the- 
attempt to make out the intruder. 

(160) Trocbalopterum subunicolor suhunicolor. 

The Plain-coloured Laughing-Thrush. 

Trothaiopterum suhunicolor (Hodga.), BJvth, J. A. 8. B.. xii, p. 962 ’ 
(1843) (Nepal) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 94. 

Vernacular names. Tarmal-pho (Lepcha); JVabom (Bhufc.). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape dark ashy-brown, the 
forehead tinged with fulvous ; sides of neck and whole upper 
plumage olive-brown, each feather margined with brown; middle 
tail-leathers olive-brown, the others black suffused with olive- 
yellow on the outer webs and tipped with white; wing-coverts 
olive-brown; primary-coverts dark brown ; visible winglet ashy- 
yellow; primaries brown with the outer webs grey; outer 
secondaries with an increasing amount of yellow ; inner secondaries 
olive-brown tinged with yellow a.ud tipped with white; cheeks, 
chin and throat like the back, but darker and with a few white 
tips to the feathers of the face; under plumage olive-brown, 
tinged with fulvous on the abdomen and all the feathers margined 
with black, except on under tail-coverts and thighs. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dusky; legs reddish brown; iris 
red-brown ( Jerdon ); iris yellowish grey {Blanf.), 

Measurements. Length about 230 mm.; wing 90 to 95 nun.; 
tail about 100 to 105 mm.; tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen about 
18 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and bills North of the 
Brahmaputra as far as the Dibang. 

Nidification. According to Hodgson this Laughing-Thrush 
breeds in Nepal in the months of April, May and June, making a 
cup-shaped neat of grass and moss lined with bamboo leaves, 
which it builds in bushes and trees, close to the ground, in open 
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forests and groves. It lays three or four spotless blue eggs which 
measure about 20*1 x 17*7 mm. 

Habits. This is a bird of very high elevations, being found as 
high as 11,000 and not below 6,000 ieet. 

^161) Trochalopterum affine affine. 

The Black-faced Laughxxg-Thrush. 

Garndax affirm (Hodgs.), Blytb, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 950 (1843) 
(Nepal). 

Trochalopterum affine. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 94. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape dark brown tinged with 
rufous, paler on the forehead; lores and sides of head black: 
cheeks and a large patch behind the ear-coverts white, extending 
to, and becoming pale rufous on, the sides of the neck; hind neck 
rufous-brown blending with the darker brown of the head ; back 
•and scapulars rufous-brown, each rather broadly terminated with 
pale grey ; rump olive-brown ; upper tail-coverts ferruginous ; tail 
slaty-blue, three-quarters of the central feathers and the outer webs 
of the others overlaid with bright golden yellow; wing-coverts 
rufous; primary-coverts black; winglet and inner secondaries 
slaty-blue : outer webs of outer secondaries and primaries bright 
golden yellow, slaty-blue at tips and bases; chin black, throat 
rufous-brown; breast paler and each feather edged with grey ; 
remainder of lower plumage rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black ; feet reddish brown; iris from 
•olive-grey (Blanf.) to brown (Jerdon). 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing 102 to 115 
mm.; tail about 125 men.; culmen about 21 to 22 mm. ; tarsus 
about 40 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal to Bhutan. 

Nidification. Osmaston took nests in May and Tune in Sikkim . 
:at altitudes between 9,000 and 10,000 feet. ‘‘The nests were 
rather massive but neat cups, about 8 inches in external diameter 
and were composed of moss, thin twigs and dried grass stems, 
lined copiously with black rhizomorph of a fungus mixed with 
some birch-bark * paper V* The nests were placed in rhodo¬ 
dendron and viburnum bushes, 5 to 8 feet from the ground. The 
eggs generally number two only, but three were in one nest 
taken by Mr, W. P. Masson. In ground-colour they are Thrush- 
egg blue with a few spots and blotches of purplish black at the 
larger end. Twelve eggs average 28 6x21*2 mm. 

Habits. This is a common bird in Sikkim between 8,000 and 
13,000 feet, haunting both rhododendron, fir and mixed forest 
right up to the .snow-line. It is apparently generally found in 
pairs and not in flocks, but otherwise its habits resemble those of 
the genus. 
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Trochalopterum variegatum. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Outer webs of primaries and part of tail 

yellow.* • * • T. v. variegatum , p. I / & 

B. Outer webs of primaries and part ot tail 

slaty-blue .. • T -v. simile, p. 174. 

(162) Trochalopterum variegatum variegatum. 

Tub Eastern Variegated Laughing-Thrush. 

Cinclosoma variegatum Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, ]>• 56 (Himalayas, 

B. Nepal). 

Trochahptvruin variegatum . Blank & Oates, i, p. 95. 

Vernacular names. Qmza (Nepalese). 

Description. Forehead fulvous; crown and nape ashy-brown; 
feathers of eyelid and a spot behind the eye white ; lores and a 
line over and below the eye to the ear-coverts black ; ear-coverts 
white with a black patch; chin and upper throat black; cheeks 
fulvous, meeting round the black throat; sides of neck and whole 
upper plumage olive-brown ; wing-coverts the same, the greater- 
broadly edged with rufous ; winglet and primary-coverts black ;, 
the inner webs of the inner secondaries blade, the outer grey 
tipped with white; outer webs of other quills bright golden- 
yellow tinged with rufous and tipped with white; a large black 
patch on the outer secondaries; the middle four pairs of tail- 
feathers black on three parts of their length, then ashy-yellow 
and tipped with white, the other feathers ashy-yellow on the inner 
webs, olive-yellow on the outer and tipped white; breast and 
sides of the body fulveseent ashy-brown ; remainder of lower 
plumage bright tawny-buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill black ; legs and feet pale reddish 
orange brown; iris pale yellow-green, brown, raw sienna-brown, 
pale yellowish brown (Hume). 

Measurements. Length about 280 to 290 nun.; wing 102 to 
112 nim.; tail about 130 mm.: tarsus about 38 mm.; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from .Cham ha to Nepal. 

Nidification. This Laughing-Thrush breeds from Simla to 
Nepal in April, May and June at elevations between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet. The nest is a bulky cup made principally of grass 
with a few roots, dead leaves, etc., mingled with it. Sometimes 
there is no lining, but at ot her times there are a few roots and 
grass stems. It is placed in low bushes and small trees at any 
height above the ground from a few inches to 10 feet. The eggs 
generally number three, sometimes four and very rarely live. 
They are a pale, rather dull blue in colour, freckled and spotted 
with different shades of reddish brown, and are not nearly such 
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handsome eggs as those of the erythrocephalum group. Eight eggs 
average 28*5 x 20*5 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of other Laughing-Thrushes, but 
perhaps they are rather more often seen frequenting low trees as 
well as undergrowth. It is found between 4.000 and 8,000 feet, 

(163) Trochalopterum variegatum simile. 

The Western Variegated Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochaloptenm simiu: Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 408 (Far N. YV. Gilgifc) ; 

Blmif. & Oates, i, p. 96. 

‘Vernacular names. ]N r one recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Eastern form in having the outer 
-webs of the wing-feathers slaty blue and in having the yellow on 
the tail replaced with the same slaty-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet flesh-col our; bill black; 

• iris brown (Dr, G. Henderson ). 

Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. The Western portion of Kashmir and the 
Hazara country. Very common in the galis round about Murree 
and Naini-Tal, extends up the G-ilgit Valley above (rilgit and up 
to the frontier of Afghanistan. 

Nidification. Breeds very commonly from Murree south-west¬ 
wards, being found up to some 10,000 feet and down to 5,000 feet. 
The nest is a big cup with very thick walls composed of grass, 
leaves, tine twigs and roots, lined with the latter, and measuring 
anything from 5 to 9 inches in diameter by 5 or 6 deep. The 
internal cup is about 4 by 2| inches deep. It is usually 
placed well up in a hr, deodar or other tree, sometimes as high 
as 25 feet and seldom low down in bushes. The eggs number 
three or foul, rarely five, and are like those of the last bird, but 
generally more blotched or spotted and less freckled. Fifty eggs 
average 27*8x21*0 mm. 

The breeding season is from the beginning of May to the end 
< of J une. 

Habits. This Laughing/Thrush, like the last, is much more of a 
tree bird than most others of the genus, and will be found quite 
as often hunting for insects well up in the trees as low down 
in the undergrowth and bushes. It is found up to at least 
10,000 feet, and possibly higher, and in winter descends to 
about 4,000 feet. 

(lfii) Trochalopterum squamatum. 

Tub Blud-wingf-d Laughing-Thrush. 

lanthocincla sqmmata Gould, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 48 (Himalayas, 
Sikkim). 

Trochalopterum nquamatum. Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 96. 

Vernacular names. Tarmcd-pho (Lepcha); JSfahom (Shut.); 
\Wo-krang-I rang-rnut (Kachin). 
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Description. A black streak over the eye from lores to nape; 
lores grey or fulvous-brown ; sides of head olivaceous or rufous; 
upper tail-coverts chestnut, remaining upper plumage rufescent 
olive-brown, each feather with a terminal lunate black tip ; in 
birds which have the lores and sides of the head olivaceous the 
crown is ashy; wing-coverts chestnut, dusky internally ; primary- 
coverts dusky edged with black; outer web of outer primaries 
pale blue, inner primaries black ; secondaries chestnut at the 
base; remainder of wing black, the later quills minutely tipped 
white; lower plumage fulvous, each feather with a terminal black 
bar ; under tail-coverts and thighs castaueous. 

Birds with grey crowns have the tail deep black, the others 
have it bronze-colour with a chestnut tip. 

The variations in colour seem due to neither sex nor age. I 
have found all in both sexes and in pairs breeding together, and 
they appear to form one of those curious dimorphic colorations, 
the necessity for the evolution of which naturalists have not yet 
been able to detect. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet pale flesh to fleshy-brown ; 
bill horny black, paler and greyer at tip and on base of lower 
mandible; iris pale greenish or bluish white; glaucous-brown or 
dull brown, these latter probably only in young. 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing 93 to 
99mm.; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus about 37 mm.; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to the Kachin Hills ; 
hill-ranges North of the Brahmaputra to N. Arrakan, and Chin 
Hills and Shan States. 

Nidification. The bird breeds at all heights between 3,000 and 
6,000 feet and in Nepal (vide Hodgson)a* low as 2,000. The nest is 
the usual bulky cup in shape, fairly compact, and made principally 
of dead leaves intermixed with roots, tendrils and grass, and lined 
with roots. It is always placed low down in some thick bush or 
tarmle of creepers, often within a foot or two of the ground. The 
e gg^ two or three in number, are s ^otless blue-green, the texture 
very' smooth and fine but soft and ^almost glossless. -Fifty eggs 
average 29*4x20*7 mm. 

Habits. The Blue-winged Laughing-Thrush is a bird of humid 
forests at. a comparatively low level. In the hills South ol: the 
Brahmaputra it is most common between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, 
and seems to haunt the banks of streams and rivers far more than 
the other species of this genus do. It goes about both in pairs 
and in small family parties, and is conversational rather than 
noisy, many of its notes being very rich and full. Its flight is 
very weak and ill-sustained, but it is as strong and clever on its 
feet as the rest of the family* 


176 


T1MALII DJE. 


Trocbalopterum cachinnans. 

Key to Subspecies , 

A. Lores, chin and a line through the eye 

black .. T. c, cachinnans, p. 17(>. 

B. Lores rusty brown; chin dark brown ; 

no line through eye. T. c. cinnamomeum, p. 177* 

(165) Trocbalopterum cachinnans cachinnans. 

The Niloibi La cru hino;-Th it ush. 

Cmteropus cachinnans Jerd., Madr. Jour, x, p. 255, pi, 7 (1839) 
(Nilgiris). 

Trocbalopterum cachinnans . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 97. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Point of forehead black; sides of the forehead 
and broad supercilium white; crown and nape slaty-brown, the 
feathers very narrowly margined with black ; the lateral feathers 
of the forehead and crown black on their inner, white oil the 
outer, webs, forming a black line above the supercilium ; lores, 
chin and a streak behind the eye black; feathers of the eyelid 
white; ear-coverts pale rufous; sides of the nape ashy at the end 
of the supercilia, this colour suffusing the whole of the nape; 
upper plumage, sides of neck, wings ancl tail olive-brown ; throat 
and breast bright rufous ; abdomen a duller rufous; thighs, vent, 
under tail-coverts and sides of the body rufescent olive-brown; 
under wing-coverts rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris recl-hrown to crimson ; legs, feet 
and bill black. 

Measurements. Length about 225 to 235 mm.: wing 92 to 
90 mm.; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus 30 to 32mm.; culinen about 
16 to 18 mm. 

Distribution. Nilgiris, from 4,500 feet upwards. 

Hidification Breeds from February to the end of June 
throughout its range. The nest is made of grass, leaves, moss, 
small twigs and other miscellaneous bits, and is lined with roots 
and fibre and frequently with fur, cotton-wool or feathers. In 
shape it is a very deep yap, rather bulky but compact, and it is 
placed in an upright fork of some bush or small tree in forest. 
The eggs are nearly always two in number, sometimes three but 
never more. In ground-colour they are a pale, rather washed- 
out blue and are speckled and blotched wjth reddish or pinkish 
brown, a few eggs having also one or two darker spots or hair¬ 
lines. They average about 25*0x18*8 mm. 

Habits. This Laughing-Thrush is extremely common all over 
the Nilgiris above 4,000 feet wherever there is sufficient cover. 
It is always found in parties, sometimes consisting of a dozen or 
more birds, and is one of the noisiest of the family, though its 
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notes are not so discordant as those of Oarrulax leucolophus , etc. 
It keeps much to the ground and to dense undergrowth, and 
though its diet is partly insectivorous, Jerdon remarks that it 
feeds principally on the imported Peruvian cherry ( Physalis 
peruviana). It is said to be a shy bird except in the breeding 
season, when it sits very close and becomes much bolder, 

(166) Trochalopterum cachinnans cinnamomeum. 

Davison’s Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopterum cinnamomeum Davison, Ibis, 1886, p. 204; Blauf. 
& Oates, i, p. 98. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Nilgiri Laughing-Thrush in 
entirely wanting the black markings of the head and face ; the 
lower parts are deep cinnamon-brown rather than rufous and the 
crown is hair-brown instead of slaty-brown. 

Colours of soft parts not recorded. 

Measurements. “ Length 208 mm.; wing 89 mm.; tail 94 mm.; 
tarsus 74 mm.; bill from gape 22*8 min.” ( Davisdn ). 

Distribution. Unknown; probably Palghat Hills in Southern 
India. 

Nidihcation and Habits unknown. 

Trochalopterum jerdoni. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Chin black.. T.j. jerdoni\ p. 177. 

B« Chin grey. 

a. Conspicuous white supercilium extending 

to nape. T.j.fairbanJci, p. 178. 

h. Short supercilium not passing behind eye.. 7.\ j. meridionals, p. 178. 

(167) Trochalopterum jerdoni jerdoni. 

The Banasore Laughing-Thrush. 

Gan'tdax jerdoniMyth , J. A. S. B., xx, p. 522 (18ol)(Banasore Peak). 
Trochalopterum jerdoni. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 99. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Point of forehead black; crown and nape slaty- 
brown, the feathers edged darker; a broad white supercilium, 
with a narrow black line above; lores and a line through the eye 
black; ear-coverts greyish white; sides of the neck ashy-brown, 
continued back and meeting rouud the neck; upper plumage, 
wings and (ail olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the tail; chin 
and cheeks black; throat and breast streaked ashy and white; 
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abdomen "rufous; sides, thighs and under tail-coverts olivaceous 
brown, under wing-coverts rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill horny black ; legs, feet and (daws 
light brown or slaty-brown ; iris crimson. 

Measurements. Length about 215 to 230 ram.; wing 80 to 
83mm.; tail about 90 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; culmen about 
18 mm. 

Distribution. The Coorg and Wynaad Hills above 4,000 feet. 
Mr. Morgan gives the Palgbat Hills and the Chinna Coonoor 
Ghat as a part of its range, but these have not been confirmed. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of T. c. cachinnans. 

(168) Troehalopterum jerdoni fairhanki, 

The Teavancoee Laugei^g-Theush. 

Trotfi a lopterum fairhanki Blanf. A. S. B,, xxxvii, 2, p. 175 (1868) 
(Paini Hills); Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 99. 

Vernacular names, Hone recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Banasore Laughing-Thrush in 
having the forehead, crown and nape black or nearly so; the chin 
and cheeks ashy-grey instead of black and the lower parts a much 
brighter rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark red or red-brown ( Fairbank ). 

Measurements, Length about 225 to 230 nirn.; wing about 87 to 
90 mm.; tail about 92 to 95 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Distribution. The Palni and Annamulli Hills in S. Travancore. 

Hidification. Fairbank took the nest of this bird at Kodai- 
kanal in the Palni Hills in May, and I have received three clutches 
from the collection of the late Rev. Howard Campbell as cachinnans , 
taken at the same place and evidently those of fairhanki . They 
were taken in February, April and May, and are indistinguishable 
from those of the former Laughing-Thrush. They measure about 
25*8 x 19*3 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of cachinnans . This Laughing-Thrush 
is found from 3,000 up to 7,000 foet or rather higher. 

(169) Trochalopterum jerdoni meridionale. 

Beaotokd's Laughing-Thktjsh. 

Ti'ochahpteron meridionale Blanf., Hume, S. F., vii, p. 36 (1878) 
(Travancore) t Blanf, <fc Oates, i, p. 100, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Banasore Laughing-Thrush in 
having a much shorter white supercilium with no black lines 
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above it. The lores and whole crown to nape are dusky brown; 
the chin is nearly white and the centre of the abdomen also is 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark red; bill black ; legs dusky 

(. BoitrdiUon ), 

Measurements about the same as fairbanfei* 

Distribution. JSorth Travancore; there are specimens in the 
British Museum from Ohinniparmi, the Pat n as, My nail and the 
Tinnevally boundary, and Mr. J. Stewart obtained it at the 
Aufcckincoil Gap on the Ghats. ^ 

Nidification. Mr. J. Stewart appears to be the only collector 
who has seen the nest of this bird. He describes it as just like 
most nests of cacliinncins ; it was taken at about .1,000 teet. Lne 
egcs are more Thrush-like than are those of any other of the South 
Indian Laughing-Thrushes, and might be matched m colour by 
many eggs of Mcrula simillima. The ground-colour is a very pale 
blue-green, and the markings consist of rather numerous blotches, 
smears and spots of reddish brown, mostly on the larger end, 
where in one egg they form a dense ring. Lhe three eggs average 
about 25-5 x 19T m m. I expect these eggs are somewhat abnormal 
in coloration. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird. 

(170) Trochalopternm virgatum. 

Tim Majtipub Stbeaiced Laughibg-Tiibush. 

Trochalopteron virgatum Godw.-Aust., P. Z. S., 1874, p. 46 (llazaim, 
Naga Hills) ; Bhmf. & Oates, i, p. 100. 

Vernacular names. Dao-ph&re (Cachari). 

Description Point of the forehead and a long supercilium 
extending to the nape white: lores ferruginous; cheeks, lower- 
part of ear-coverts and under the eye fulvous-white; upper part 
of ear-coverts ferruginous, with pale shaft-streaks; crown, nape, 
mantle lesser wing-coverts and sides of the neck reddish brown, 
with very white shafts; lower back, scapulars, rump and upper 
tail-coverts ashy-brown, with white shafts; tail olive-brown, dis¬ 
tinctly cross-rayed; the outer feathers tipped with white; greater 
wino--coverts chestnut, with white shafts and tips ; primary-covert s 
pale rufous, with white shafts and brown tips; wiuglet deep ashy, 
with the outer webs white along the shafts; wings ashy; the 
middle feathers washed with chestnut and the inner secondares 
edged with paler ashy; chin and throat deep chestnut, shading 
off into yellowish-huff on the remainder of the lower plumage, all 
the feathers with white shafts. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet pale horny or fleshy, the 
soles paler and more yellow ; bill dark brown, paler at the gape; 
iris hazel-brown; orbital skin dusky plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 250 mm.; wing 85 to 89 mm.; 
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Distribution. IIills south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, 
Lusliai and Chin Hills. 

Nidiftcation. This Laughing-Thrush breeds throughout its 
range between 3,000 and 8,000 feet, making a deep, compact, 
cup-shaped nest of leaves, roots, bamboo leaves and grass, and 
always with more or fewer tendrils and a little moss. The lining 
is of roots and moss roots or fein-rachides, and the inner cup 
usually measures about 4 in. x 2*75 in. or less and the outer about 
6in. xo in. Most nests are placed close to the ground in dense 
tangles of creepers and vines or thick bushes, but they sometimes 
select higher bushes or small saplings for nesting purposes. Eggs 
may be found from May to July. These are either two or three in 
number and are a pale unspotted blue with a soft satiny texture, 
almost glossless though intensely smooth. 100 eggs average 
26*0 x 19*2 mm. 

Habits. This is not a gregarious bird and I have generally seon 
it in pairs only, nor is it as noisy as most of its relations though 
it has some quite sweet conversational and call-notes. It keeps 
almost entirely to thick undergrowth of forests or to the ground 
itself in bracken and brambles. Those I examined had fed on 
insects only, chiefly a small grasshopper and a very odoriferous 
little bug, but doubtless they also eat seeds. They are found 
up to 8,000 feet or over and never descend below some 3,000 feet. 


Trochalopterum lineatum. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Head and mantle ashy with dusky streaks. 
a. Lower plumage rufescent. 

a. Grey margins to feathers narrow . . T. /. lineatum, p. 180. 

b'. Grey margins to feathers broad ... T. 1. yriseicontior, p. 181. 

/>. Lower plumage paler and more grey. 

o'. Ear-coverts chestnut.. T. I yilgit, p. 182. 

d\ Ear-coverts pale rusty. T. I ziaratensis, p. 182. 

B. Head and mantle reddish brown with 

glistening black shaft-stripes . r I\ 1 . wibrkatum, p. 183 , 

(171) Trochalopterum lineatum lineatum. 

Thb Nepalese Streaked Laughim-Thrush. 

Cinclosoma lineatum Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 56 (Nepal). 
Trochalopterum lineatum. Blanf. & Oates, 5, p. 101. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, [forehead, crown, nape and mantle dark ashy 
streaked with dusky, the shafts black; lower back and wing- 
coverts reddish brown, the shafts white; rump and upper tail- 






coverts plain ashy; tail marked with rufous, cross-rayed, with a 
subterminal black band and grey tips : wings chiefly rufous on 
the outer webs, the inner secondaries edged with grey ; lores and 
a ring round the eye mingled white and grey ; cheeks, ear-coverts 
and an indistinct supercilium castaneous; chin, throat, breast and 
upper abdomen chestnut, all the feathers with ashy margins and 
those of the breast with glistening white shafts ; lower abdomen, 
flanks and under tail-coverts ashy-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dusky, the base ol the lower 
mandible greyish dij brownish-horny 5 iris brown or reddish brown ; 
feet Meshy-brown, claws livid horny. 

Measurements. Length about 200 to 210 mm.; wing 74 to 
77 imp.; tail about 90 mm.; tarsus about 27 mm.; eulmeti 18*5 
to 20*8 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim. 

Nidiflcation and Habits similar to those of the better known 
form, next described. Eggs taken in Native Sikkim and Darjeeling 
average about; 26*0 x 18*8 nun. 

(172) Trochalopterum lineatum griseicentior. 

The Simla Stbeakeo LAUGHiTO-Tiiitesii. 

lantkocincla lineatum yriseicentiov Harterfc, V 6 g. Pal., i, p. M*/b 
(1910) (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A paler bird than the preceding, both above and 
below, with much broader grey edges to the feathers ol: the under- 
parts. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in T . I. Mnrntum. 

Distribution. Qarhwal, Kumaon, Simla and S. Kashmir. 

Nidiflcation. The Simla Streaked Laughing-Thrush breeds in 
great numbers throughout its range between 5,000 and 8,000 feet. 
The breeding season is very extended and eggs have been taken in 
every month from March to September, though probably those 
laid in July to September are second broods. The nests are made or 
dry grass, leaves, small pliant twigs and stems ol plants, scraps of 
bracken and roots and thev are lined with either roots or grass 
stems, generally the latter. They are bulky nests measuring 
roughly anything from 6 " 10 10 " in outward diameter by some 
3" to 5" in depth, the egg-cavity being about 3"x2|" or rather 
more. It is placed either in some thick bush m undergrowth or 
on a branch low down in a big tree, the Deodar being a special 
favourite and, though so big a nest, is always well concealed. The 
normal full clutch of eggs is three, rarely four and not seldom two 
only. They are unspotted bine-green in colour and have a 
smooth satiny surface with but little gloss. LOO eggs average 
25*0 x 18*4 rnm. 
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Habits, This Laughing-Thrush is one of the most common 
birds about nearly all our North-West hill-stations in every kind 
of forest and jungle where there is sufficient undergrowth. It 
wanders about in pairs or small parties of four or five, constantly 
chattering and calling but, though not shy or wild, keeping much 
out of view in the thick undergrowth, where it hunts for seeds and 
insects. It is loth to take to flight but when forced to do so, the 
flock takes wing one by one, fluttering feebly to the next piece of 
cover much in the same way as do the birds of the genera Argya 
and Turdoicles. 


(173) Trochalopterum lineatum gilgit. 

. The Gilgit Streaked Laughing-Thrush. 

lanthocincla lineatnm gilr/it Hartert, Vog. Pol., i, p. 636 (1910) 
(Gilgit). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race is still paler than the last and more grey, 
less rufous, in tint both on the upper and lower plumage. 

Distribution. Gilgit, Chitral and N. Kashmir. 

Nidification and Habits similar to those of the last bird. Two 
clutches of eggs average 24*9 x 18*5 mm. 


(174) Trochalopterum lineatum ziaratensis. 

The Baluchistan Streaked Laughing-Thrush. 

lanthocincla lineatum ziaratensis Ticehurst, Bull. B, 0. C., xli, 
p. 65 (1920) (Ziarat). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from 1. gilgit in having much paler rusty, 
not chestnut, ear-coverts; grey, not olive-brown, rump and tail - 
Coverts, and grey, not grey-brown, belly ; the markings on the 
breast paler and yellower, not red-brown; the golden-brown 
edges to the wings and* tail are also somewhat paler. It lacks the 
white-ticked throat which J, l. gilgit has,” 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in T . L lineatum. 

Nidification. Two eggs from Quetta measure 26*1x18*7 mm. 
The nest was said to have been placed in scrub growing in a 
ravine on an otherwise bare and stony hill. 

Habits. Apparently is olten found in the low scrub-jungle 
which grows here and there in the ravines in the hills, as well as 
in tiie better wooded parts. 




MIN tsrfty 


TROCHALOPTERUM. 


183 



(175) Trochalopterum lineatum imbrieatum. 

The Bhutan Streaked Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax imbricatus Blytli, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 951 (1843) (Bhutan). 

Trochalopterum imbrieatum. Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 102. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the other three races in having the 
head, neck and mantle ' concolorous with the rest of the body, 
the shafts black and glistening ; the lores, supercihum and sides 
of the head greyish-brown with white shafts. 

Colours of soft parts not recorded. 

Measurements as in T. 1. lineatum. 

Distribution. Bhutan only. 

Nidification and Habits unknown. 


(176) Trochalopterum henrici. 

Prince Henry’s Laughing-Thrush. 

Trochalopterum henrici Chistalet, Ann. Sci. Nat., (7) xii, p. ^74 
(1891) (Tibet). 

Vernacular names. Jorno = the lady (Tibet). 

Description. Upper parts and wing-coverts dark olive-brown, 
the crown slightly darker ; lores and a line through the eye ana 
ear-coverts dark chocolate; quills blackish edged with lavender- 
grey ; tail blackish brown, broadly tipped with white; a broad 
white stripe through the cheeks; a small white supercihum ; below 
the same colour as above, but paler and the flanks and under tail- 
coverts chestnut-red. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill and legs dark plumbeous; ms 
crimson. 

Measurements. Total length about 270 to 280 mm.; wing 110 
to 115 mm.; tail about 150 mm. ; cul men about 22 mm. ; tarsus 
about 37 mm. 

Distribution. Tibet, and it has been obtained by Col. F. M. Bailey 
at Shoaka, 9,000 feet, iu the Mishmi Hills. 

Kidification unknown. 

Habits. “It is found in the same poplar and alder bushes as 
the Balax, but also comes up quite dose to the villages, it has 
the characteristic habits of a Babbler to a marked degree, roves 
about in parties of eight or more individuals, chatters most noisily, 
uttering its fluty call of ‘ Whoh-hee Whoh-hee,’ is always on the 
move, scampering along the branches, seldom showing itsefl, and 
flying very low across a clearance to the next cover. (, H aaM ). 
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Genus GBAMMATOPTILA Eeichnb., 1850. 

The genus Grammatoptila contains but one species, which may 
be recognized by its stout, deep and short bill, striated plumage and 
by the long frontal hairs which reach over r.he nostrils. It is in 
habits and nidjfication near Trochalopterum , and seems to form a 
link between the true Laughing-Thrushes and the birds of the 
genera Turdoides and Argya. There are two geographical races. 


Gramtnatoptila striata. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Feathers of crest not streaked with white; 

no brown bands on sides of crown .... G. striata striata -, 

B. Feathers of crest streaked with white ; a 

brown band on either side of crown.... G. s . austeni, p. 1 


(177) Grammatoptila striata striata. 

The Stbiatbd LaxtohingkThbush. 

Garrulus striatus Vigors, P. Z. S., 1830, p. 7 (Himalayas, Naiui-Tal). 
Grammatoptila striata. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 103. 

Vernacular names. Nampioh-pho (Lepcha); Kopiam (Bhut.). 
Description. Whole upper plumage, sides of head and neck, 
chin and throat umber-brown, darkest on the crown, shading off 


Fig. 30.—tfead of G. s. striata . 

into pale brown on the lower plumage ; every feather of the whole 
plumage including inner secondaries but not other quills, with a 
long median white streak, the streaks larger but less defined on 
the abdomen and under tail-coverts; quills dark brown, the outer 
webs of the first few primaries hoary, of the others pale chestnut; 
tail chestnut, the outer feathers with a minute white tip, 

Colours of soft parts. Iris lake or reddish brown i bill black; 
legs dull slate or slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Length about .300 to 310 mm.; wing about 140 
to 150 mm.; tail about 132 to 136 mm.; tarsus about 42 mm.; 
culmen about 25 mm, 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Bhutan. 
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Nitrification. Tlie Striated Laughing-Thrush breeds throughout 
its range at heights varying between 3,500 and t,000 feet, but is 
not often found nesting below 4,500feet. The nest is a large, rather 
deep cup, about 9 to 10 inches in diameter bv some 4 to 5 deep 
and is composed largely of moss with grass, leaves, roots and 
tendrils mixed and a compact lining of roots. It is generally 
placed some 6 to 12 feet up in small saplings and other trees. 
The eggs are almost invariably two in number and are long ovals 
of pale blue, in nearly every case spotless, but rarely with a 
few tiny specks of blackish or reddish. They average about 
33’8 x 23 - 2 nun. 

This is a very favourite fosterer for the Red-winged Cuckoo 
( C. coromanclus). The breeding season lasts from April to July. 

Habits. This bird is a true Laughing-Thrush in its habits but is 
more arboreal than most, frequenting both bush and the lower 
trees alike. It is found in pairs and small parties and is very 
loquacious, some of its notes being likened by Jerdon to those of 
a hen which has laid an egg. It feeds on insects and fruit and 
seeds, the latter to a greater extent than most of the family. 

(178) Grammatoptila striata austeni. 

Austen’s Steiateb Labwhtng-Thhush. 


Grammatoptila austeni 
(Bafia Hills). 


Oates, Avifauna B. I., i, p. 104 (1889) 


Vernacular names. Daopa (Oachari). 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in haying two 
broad dark coronal bands meeting on the nape; no shaft-stripes 
on the crown, and those elsewhere narrower but better defined. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to dark red; legs and 
feet pale slaty-grey, soles yellowish; bill dark slaty-brown or 
“ blnish-hornv n (Stevens). 

Measurements as in G. striata striata. 

Distribution. Hills south of the Brahmaputra as far east as 
Margherita. Stevens procured ibis form on the eastern water¬ 
shed of the Sabansiri Biver, and Falkiner and Kemp both procured 
it on the Mishmi Expedition, so that it appears to work round the 
head-waters of the Brahmaputra, Dibong and Dihong as far 
west as this river. 

Nidification. I found this bird breeding freely above 4,5QQ feet in 
the Khasia Hills and more rarely so in the N. Oachar Hills. Nest 
and eggs like those of the last bird, but 1 have never seen any 
egg marked at all. Twenty eggs average about 31*5 x 23*5 nun. 

Habits. Frequents pine-woods as well as other forest, provided 
there is any undergrowth; otherwise its habits are like those of 
G. s. striata . 
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Genus STACTOCICHLA Sharpe, 1883. 

This genus contains a single species, a brown bird with a spotted 
breast extremely Thrush-like in appearance. The bill is long and 
slender, the tail and wing about equal in length, the latter short 
and rounded as usual. A new form of this species has recently 
been described from Annam * . 

(179) Stactocichla merulina merulina. 

Tiie Spotted-breaster Laughing-Thrush. 

Garrulax merulinus Blyth, J. A. S.B., xx, p. 521 (1851) (Manipur). 

Stactocichla merulina . Blanford & Oates, i, p. 104. 

Vernacular names. Moh mejoeh (Angami Naga)* 

Description. A narrow white streak above the ear-coverts ; 
forehead mottled with grey; remainder of upper plumage, exposed 
parts of wings and tail rufescerit olive-brown; chin, throat and 
breast yellowish buff, broadly streaked with oval black stripes; 
centre of abdomen the same colour unstriped; flanks rufescent 
olive-brown ; under tail-coverts bright ochraceous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale yellowish or pinkish, brown in 
young birds ; legs and feet pale to dark brown, the soles paler and 
claws darker; bill dark horny-brown, black at tip and on culmen, 
greyish on lower mandible. 

Measurements. Length about 260 to 270 min.; wing 93 to 
99 mm.; tail about 96 mm,; tarsus about 40 mm.; culmen about 
24 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra South to Manipur 
and Lusliai, East to Lakhimpur. 

Hidification. Breeds above 3,500 feet from April to July, but 
principally in the end of June, both in bamboo-jungle and in 
forest. In the former the nest is made almost entirely of bamboo 
leaves, mixed with grass, moss, roots, etc., and lined with roots; 
when placed in forest the major part of the materials is moss 
mixed with dead leaves, roots, tendrils, etc., and lined with moss 
and fern roots. In shape a hemispherical cup, it is generally 
laced close to the ground either in a bamboo clump or a dense 
ush, more stddom in a high bush or small sapling. 

The eggs, two or three in number, are largo replicas of those of 
Trochalopterim - vircjatum , a shade darker, perhaps, but of the same 
shape and texture. 50 eggs average 28*7 x 21*7 mm. 

Habits. Although so aberrant in appearance, this is a true 
Laughing-Thrush in its habits ; very gregarious, it is found in 
flocks of ten to twenty individuals; very noisy, it possesses a wide 
range of very beautiful notes as well as many others less pleasing ; 
a terrible skulker, it is one of the hardest birds to watch or procure. 


* Robinson & Kloas, Ibis, 1919, p. 577 (S. Annam). 
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In Manipur Hume found them frequenting secondary growth in 
deserted clearings, but in N.Cacbar they preferred deep, wet forest 
with an undergrowth of bracken, ealadiums, jasmine and rasp 
berries, which grew in dense matted profusion everywhere. In 
bamboo-jungle t hey were easier to watch, and 1 often saw them 
hopping about feeding among the fallen leaves, but anv movement 
drove them off at once and they took to wing and Hew better 
than most of their nearest relations. 

Genus BABAX David, 1876. 

The Babblers of this genus form a connecting-link between 
Trochalopterum and the genera already dealt with and Arcjya and 
Turdoides , being oil the whole nearer the latter than the 
former group* The wing is short and rounded, the tail long arid 
much graduated. The bill is rather slender, slightly curved, and 
in length about equal to, or longer than, hind toe and claw to¬ 
gether. The rictal bristles are strong and of considerable length, 
and the oval, exposed nostrils are overhung by numerous hairs. 

There are several species of this genus found on the borders of 
the Indian Empire, of which three enter our limits, whilst others 
may possibly be found to do so in extreme Northern Burma when 
the ornithology of that country is better known. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A. Plumage boldly striped above and below. 

a. Wing under 110 mm.; plumage rufescent. [p. 187. 

a'. Throat immaculate bully white . B. L lanceofatvs, 

b\ Throat white with black shafts to the 

feathers....... B. 1. victoria, p. 188. 

15. Wing over 110 mm.; plumage grey. B. waddelli, p. 189. 

B. Plumage rufous abov e and below, stripes 

absent or obsolete .. B. hoslowi , p, 189. 


(180) Babax lanceolatus lanceolatus. 

Tub Chinese Babax. 

Plerorhinus lanceolatus Verr., Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris, vi. p. 36 
(1871) (Chinese Tibet). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown bright rufous-brown with dark centres to 
the feathers; remainder of upper plumage and wing-coverts 
darker rufescent brown, each feather broadl} r edged with pale 
fulvous grey, white on sides of neck, almost so on nape and 
darkest on rump ; upper tail-coverts grey with obsolete concealed 
dark centres; tail rufous-brown, duller than crown; lores and 
forehead fulvous, the latter mergiug into the crown; ear-coverts 
striped white and brown; a broad moustachial streak varying 
from chestnut to almost black; chin, throat and upper breast 
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fulvous white, a few. indistinct dark striae on the latter 5 sides of 
breast and flanks pale fulvous with broad brown and chestnut 
streaks, disappearing on the abdomen and centre of breast ; under 
tail-coverts and thighs earthy-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to bright orange ; bill horn- 
coloured ; legs paler horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing93 to 115 mm.; tail 125 to 140mm.; tarsus 
about 38 nun.; eulineu 27 to 28 mm. The largest and smallest 
birds come from the same place. Hartert gives the wing up to 
110 mm. 

Distribution. I cannot distinguish between lanceolatus, yun- 
nanemis and bonvaloti; the range therefore of this Babax is 
E. Tibet, W. China, Yunnan, Kachin Hills and N. Shan States. 

Nidification. This bird was found breeding by Haring ton, 
Persbouse and others in the Bbamo Hills between 5,000 and 6,000 
feet, making a cup-shaped nest of dead leaves, grass, bits of 
bracken, etc., lined with roots and placed in low bushes in thin 
sc rub-jungle or mixed bracken and bush. The breeding season 
appears to be April to June, The eggs number from two to four, 
generally three, and are rather long, pointed ovals in shape, 
rather dark spotless blue in colour, and with a fine, close 
texture and surface but no gloss. 15 eggs average about 27*3 x 
20*3 m m. 

Habits. This Babax is said to haunt thin scattered forest or 
“the more op.$n hillsides, which are covered with bracken and 
bramble bushes, and never enters the dense secondary growth 
which springs up after cultivation ” (Harington). They go about 
either in pairs or small parties and keep up a continuous flow of 
soft and musical notes, varied occasionally by a harsher outburst. 
They are no better fliers than the rest of the family, and are 
equally strong aud active on their legs. 

(181) Babax lanceolatus victorise. 

The Moukt Victoria Babax. 

Balftx rictorw Iiippon, Bull. B. O. C., xv, p. 97 (1905) (Mt. Victoria, 
Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from lanceolatus in having the throat and 
upper breast a purer white and the black shaft-stripes extending 
right up to the chin, whereas in typical lanceolatus there are no 
stripes on chin or throat and often not on the upper breast. In 
this bird also the moustachial stripe is very black and broad. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Irides yellow; bill dark horny; legs 
and feet lighter ” (Iiippon). 

Measurements. Wing 100 mm.; tail 140 mm.; tarsus 35 mm.; 
culnjen 25 nun. 
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Distribution. Chin Hi]is. 

Nidification. Nests taken by Yenning and Grant in the Chin 
Hills are described as open cups made at dead leaves and coarse 
grass stems lined with roots and placed in low thorny bushes on 
open hillsides or near swamps. They were found in April and 
May, and contained from two to three eggs similar to those ot 
the preceding subspecies and measuring about 27*5 x 20*4 inm. 

Habits. This Babax is found from 5,000 to at least 9,000 feet, 
haunting the same kind of country as the last bird, which it 
closely resembles in all its habits. 

(182) Babax waddelli. 

Tub Giant Tibet Babax. 

Babax waddelli Dresser, P. Z. S., 1905, i, p. 64 (Tsangpo, Tibet), 

Vernacular names. Nono, Teh-teh (Tibet); Kyu-mo (Gyantse, 
Tibet). 

Description, Whole plumage ashy grey; above with broad 
streaks of blackish brown edged with dull chestnut; below with 
narrower streaks but with the chestnut brighter ; centre of belly, 
vent, under tail-coyerts and thighs cinereous ashy without 
stripes; on the ear-coverts the central marks are obsolete, but on 
the cheeks form a broad, black moustachial stripe. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow ; bill black; legs dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 132 to 140 mm.; tail 148 to 160 mm.; 
tarsus 40 to 43 mm.; cuimen 33 to 37 mm. 

Distribution. South Tibet and the extreme north-east of 
Sikkim 

Nidification. The Giant Babax breeds freely in South Tibet 
from 11,000 to 14,000 feet, or higher, during May, June and 
July, a few odd birds breeding both earlier and later. The nest 
is a large, rather rough cup of grass, dead leaves, fern fronds, 
roots, wool, etc., lined with finer roots and fern steins or fine 
grass. It measures externally some 7 inches in diameter by 3 to 4 
deep, and has an internal cup of about 4" by 2" or rather less. 
It is placed low down, in the small thorny bushes which cover 
parts of the Tibetan plateaus or in widow-trees and small 
saplings. The eggs are two or three in number and similar to 
those of the last but averaging about 33*1 x21*6 ram. 

Habits. This is a very common Babax over the greater portion 
of South Tibet, going about in small parties of five or six birds 
and having all the habits of the true Laughing-Thrushes. They 
are great skulkers, keeping much to the ground or to the lower 
bushes and scrub, and though they come close to dwelling-houses, 


* Babax koskmi an all rufous bird with obsolete streaks only, is found on 
the Mekong watershed and is sure to enter parts of JS T . Burma. 
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they seldom show themselves. Their food is chiefly, perhaps 
wholly, insectivorous, and their call is said to consist of two 
harsh notes, rapidly repeated. 


Genus TUBDOIDES Cretzschmar, 1826. 

This genus contains the well-known Babblers called “ The 
Seven Sisters ” over so great a part of India. Unfortunately 
we cannot employ either Crater opus or Maiaoocercus as a name for 
the genus, and it must now be known as Turdoides . 

It differs from the True Laughing-Thrushes of the preceding 
genera in having the covering membrane of the nostrils more or 
less covered by plumes, though the 3 r have 110 overhanging hairs. 
The rictal bristles are short and stout and the feathers of the 
toVehead short, firm and close. The tail is about the same in 
length as the wing and well graduated, the outermost pair being 
about two-thirds the length of the central feathers. The wing is 
short and rounded, the third or fourth primary being the longest. 

There are two species which call for remark in this genus, 
Turdoides rufescens and Turdoides cinereifrom. The former, the 
Ceylon Babbler, is supposed to differ in having the feathers of 
the forehead bare at the tips and spinous; it has accordingly been 
geuerically separated with Argya sabrufa as Layardia . The differ¬ 
ence seems to me very minute, sometimes hardly visible, and does 
not constitute sufficient cause for removal to another genus. 
The other characteristic, referred to by Harington, is the more 
slender, wholly black bill, but the difference between this and the 
shorter yellow bill of others is bridged over by the intermediate 
yellow and black bill of Argya mbrufa. 

The second bird, the Ashy-headed Babbler, differs only from 
typical Turdoides in having a longer bill, coloured black instead 
of pale yellow or white as in the other species. There does not 
appear to be any other difference, and though when first seen the 
bird appears to be nearer Garrulax or Jhyonast.es than 'Turdoides, 

I can see no sufficient reason for instituting a now genus for it. 
Its habits and niditieation mav assist when these are known. 


Key to Species and Subspecies, 

A. Throat ashy, mottled with pale brown ; 

breast ashy-fulvous. 

a. Upper plumage paler with very in¬ 

distinct shaft-streaks . T, terrioolor terricolor , p. 191. 

b. Upper plumage darker and browner 

with distinct shaft-streaks. T, t, malabciricus , p. 192. 

c. Paler and more grey everywhere, 

with shaft-streaks onsolete .. T.t. sindianm, p. 193. 

B. Throat and breast dark brown or 

black with ashy margins. 

(I Tail ashy and brown; primaries 
edged paler. 
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a’. Eav-coverts blackish and darker 

than the rest of the head.. 

b '. Car-coverts same as the rest of 

tile head... 

e . Tail riifpus; primaries without pale 
edges. 

c\ Throat and breast mottled with 

brown.,. 

0. Throat and breast uniformly rufous.. 
I). Throat pale rufous, breast dark rufous. 


T. griseus griseus , p. 198, 
T. ij. striatus, p. 194. 


T. somerinHei, p. 194. 
T, rufescens, p. 19o. 
T. einereifrons, p. 19< 


Fig. 31.—Head of 1\ t % lerrieolor . 

the upper tail-coverts, the back with dark brown streaks and 
whitish shaft-stripes; tail brown, paler towards the base and 
darker towards the end, which is tipped with white and cross-rayed; 
wings dark brown, edged with ashy on the outer webs; lores 
whitish with a narrow black line above them; sides of the head 
like the crown; chin and throat cinereous, faintly cross-barred 
darker; breast fulvous ashy with whitish shafts; abdomen, vent, 
and under tail-coverts fulvous; the sides tinged with brown and 
with faint white shafts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white, yellowish white or creamy 
white; orbital skin pale yellow ; legs and claws yellow, chrome- 
yellow, fleshy-yellow or yellowish white; bill chrome-yellow, 
yellowish white, dirty whitish or, rarely, pale horny-yellow. 

Measurements. Length 250 to 260 mm.; wing 103 to 110 mm.; 
tail 108 to 115 mm.; tarsus about 32 to 34 mm.; culmeu about 
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tana to Bengal, south to Orissa, across to about the latitude of 
Bombay. 

Nidification. The Jungle-Babbler breeds principally in June 
and July after the break of the monsoon, but odd nests with eggs 
may be found any time from March to September. They are 
built of grass, leaves, roots, etc., carelessly bound together with 
weeds, twigs and tendrils, and lined with grass or roots, and they 
may be placed in any kind of bush or tree at heights of a few 
inches only to 30 feet from the ground. The usual number 
of eggs is four, but Inglis has taken seven from the same nes'G, all 
apparently Tnrdoidex eggs, and not those of the Common Hawk- 
Cuckoo or Pied Cuckoo, both of which victimize this Babbler very 
freely. It is sometimes difficult to tell the Cuckoos’ eggs from 
those of their fosterers, but as a rule they are much less glossy, 
a' softer, more satiny texture and more elliptical in shape. The 
Babblers’ eggs are typically a deep Hedge-sparrow blue, intensely 
glossy, and 100 eggs average about 25*2 x 19*6 mm. 

Habits. The “ Seven Sisters 19 have obtained this name from 
the fact that they go about in flocks of six to a dozen, but very 
frequently numbering exactly seven, and their sisterhood or 
brotherhood they show by the manner in which each individual 
resents any interference from outside to any of the party yet 
retains full liberty to argue, disagree and fight with any one or 
all of the other six. They are noisy, hysterical and active birds 
so long as they are not forced to fiy, and anything out of the 
common at once attracts their attention and calls forth a babel of 
comment and assertion which rises crescendo until something else 
diverts them. Their excitement seems to be equally intense and 
voluble whether caused by some mere insect or by the murder of 
one of their party by a llawk. They may be scattered at the 
moment, but within a second or two all have taken a few pro¬ 
digious hops and have collected together either to discuss the 
object of interest or to defend the member in danger. They are 
very brave birds, and when attacked throw themselves on their 
back and fight with bill and claws, whilst their comrades throw 
themselves with fury on the assailant, whether cat, hawk or some 
smaller vermin. They seem to prefer the vicinity of humanity to 
the wilds, but are found over their whole range where the country 
is sufficiently, yet not too, densely wooded. 


(184) Tiirdcddes terricolor malabaricus. 

The Southern J ungle-Babbler* 

Malacocercus malabaricus Jerd., B. of I. T ii, p. 62 (1877) (Malabar). 
Vernacular names. Pedda sula (Tel ). 

Description. Differs from the northern bird in being very 
much darker both above and below, most noticeably so on the 
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chin, throat, breast and hanks. The darker edging to the feathers 
also show up the central pale streaks more vividly. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 
Distribution. India South of the habitat of T. t. temcolor . 
Nidification and Habits similar to those of the Northern 
Babbler. Twenty eggs average about 23 # 8 x 18*0 mm. 


(185) Turdoides terricolor sindianus. 

The Sind Jungle-Babbler. 

Turdoides terricolor sindi antes Tieehurst, Bull. B. O. C., xl, p. 150 
(1920) (Karachi, Sind). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to terricolor but paler, upper parts greyer 
and with the dark streaks ill-defined or obsolete; throat paler 
dusky grey; belly paler cream-colour. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other two 
races. 

Distribution. Sind, Western Bajputana (Mt. Aboo) and Punjab. 

Nidification. Breeds in Sind in July and in the Punjab in 
April, May and June and apparently again in September. 
Twenty-one eggs average 24T x 17*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(186) Turdoides griseus griseus. 

The White-headed Babbler. 

Tunlus griseus Ginel, Syst. Nat., i, p. 824 (1788) (Carnatic). 

Crateropus grispus. 131anf. & Oates, i, p. 112. 

Vernacular names. Khyr (Hindi) ; Chinda or Sida and Kcelli- 
Karavi (Teh). 

Description. Whole upper part of head dingy greyish white ; 
cheeks and ear-coverts brown; upper plumage ashy-brown, the 
feathers of the back with white shaft-stripes and a black streak 
on either web; quills black, narrowly edged on the outer webs 
with ashy; tail ashy-brown on the basal and dark brown on the 
terminal half, which is tipped with whitish; tail and inner 
secondaries cross-rayed with blackish; chin, throat and breast 
dull blackish, the feathers edged ashy; middle of abdomen 
fulvous; remainder of lower plumage brown. 

The colour of the bead varies greatly ; in some specimens, 
obviously young, the head hardly differs from the back, and it 
varies from this colour to a dirty or creamy white. 

Here and there very pale individuals are met with which have 
a strong ery.thristic tendency both above and below, two such from 
Xravancore having bright rust-red patches on the back and breast; 
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third from Mysore and yet another from the Wynaad show 
similar but less red markings, 

Colours of soft parts. Iris creamy or yellowish white; orbital 
skin, bill, legs and feet yellowish white to almost chrome-yellow. 

Measurements. Length about 230 to 235 mm.; wing about 
98 to 104 mm.; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm. ; eulraen 
about 17 mm. 

Distribution. Southern India up to a line from Ellore, Secun¬ 
derabad and Belgauin. 

Nidification. Breeds all over South India in the plains and 
lower hills up to some 2,000 feet, having two broods, the first in 
April to June and the second in September to November, odd 
birds laying at other times throughout the year. Nest and eggs 
are typical of the genus, the latter numbering three or four, whilst 
sixty eggs average 24*0 x 18*8 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(187) Turdoides griseus striatus. 

The Ceylox Baubles. 

Malacocercus striatus Swains., ZooL Ill., p. 127 (1831) (Ceylon). 

Crateropusgriseus. JUanf, & Oates, i, p. 112. 

Vernacular names. Demelitcha (Ceylon); Punil {Tam.). 

Description. The Ceylon Babbler differs from T. g. griseus in 
having the head concolorous with the back ; the dark and light 
streaks to the back are less well-defined. 

Colours of soft parts as in the White-headed Babbler. 

Measurements. Wing about 110 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. Individuals are obtained in South 
India which approach this race in colour, but they are all, possibly, 
young birds and should be referred to the former rather than to 
the present race. 

Nidification. This Babbler breeds in great numbers in parts of 
Ceylon, laying normally three eggs, often only two and very 
rarely four. Neither nest nor eggs can be distinguished from those 
of T, g. griseus, and a fine series of fifty eggs collected for me by 
Messrs. W. E. Wait and W. W. A. Phillips average 23*8 x 
18*4 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(188) Turdoides som'ervillei. 

The Bombay Babb lee. 

Timalia somervillei Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 88 (Bombay). 

Crateropm somerviliii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 113. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape dark brown, the feathers 
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with narrow pale edges ; lores white; sides of the head and neck, 
back, wing-coverts and inner secondaries paler brown tinged with 
rufous, the feathers of the back with white shafts; rump and 
upper tail-coverts ferruginous; tail reddish brown, both tail and 
inner secondaries cross-raved with blackish ; primaries and outer 
secondaries black; chin and throat dark brown, each feather with 
n broad ashy margin; breast brown with broad white shaft- 
streaks ; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts deep ferruginous; 
tail tipped paler below. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris creamy or yellowish white; orbital 
skin pale yellow ; bill, legs and feet pale yellow or fleshy-yellow* 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing 97 to 
105 Dim,; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; on linen 
about 20 to 21 mm. 

This species is easily distinguished from all others by its rufous 
rump and tail and deep ferruginous lower parts. 

Distribution. Travancore to Bombay along the West Coast. 

Hidiflcation. This Babbler breeds throughout its range in 
practically every month of the year. The nest is made of grass, 
occasionally mixed with grass-roots, fine twigs, etc,, and lined 
with line roots or grass-stems. It is placed in a bush or small 
tree, very often in date-palms. The eggs which number two or 
three, very rarely four, are of the usual glossy deep blue and 
thirty-six average about 24*2 x 19 5 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


(1.89) Turdoides rufescens. 

The Ceylonese Babblek. 


M alacocerous rufescens Blvth, J. A. S. B.,xvi,p. 453 (1847) (Ceylon). 

Crateropus rufescens . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 114. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
rufous-brown: lower plumage ferruginous, browner on flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts ; tail faintly cross-rayed. 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing about 
96 to 104 nun.; tail about 115 to 120 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; 
culmen about 19 to 20 mm. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white, yellowish white or greenish 
white ; bill orange-yellow, deepest on the basal half; legs and feet 
dull chrome-yellow, claws yellowish-horn; orbital skin and 
eyelid pale greenish yellow (Lec/ye). 

Distribution, Ceylon, throughout the damper portions. 

Nidification. According to Legge this Babbler breeds in March, 
April and May, making a nest similar to that of stnatus but very 
carefully concealed. Two eggs taken by Mr. MacYicar at 
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Bolgodole measure 24*1x18*0 mm. and 23*3x17*9 nun. Two- 
taken for me by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow measure 24*2x18*1 mm. 
and 24*0 x17*8 mm. They cannot be distinguished from those 
of striatus. 

Habits. The Ceylonese Babbler seems to be a bird of the forest 
and jungle rather than a frequenter of village scrub and open 
country. Mr. W. Phillips informs me that it is not uncommon in 
the Matagama district but that it keeps much to forest. 

(190) Turdoides cinereifrons. 

The Ashy-headed Babbler. 

. Garrulax cinereifrons Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 176 (1851) (Ceylon)* 
Craterojms cinereifrons. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 114. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and sides of the head cinereous, 
shading off on the nape into the bright reddish brown which is the 
colour of the w hole upper plumage, tail and v isible portions of tha¬ 
wings, except the outer webs of the first few r primaries which are 
paler ; chin w hitish ; remainder of lower plumage rufous-brown, 
darker on the flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white; eyelid plumbeous; bill black 
inside of mouth greenish yellow ; legs and feet plumbeous brown 
claws dusky-horny (Legge), 

Measurements. Length about?250 to 260 mm.; wing 121 to 
128 mm.; tail about 105 to .110 mm.; tarsus 38 mm.; eulmen 
about 20 to 22 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only, up to about 2,500 feet. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. This bird is a typical Babbler in its noisy, gregarious^ 
habits, but it is con tilled to dense forests where it is alw ays damp 
and gloomy. 

Genus ARGrYA Lesson, 1831. 

This genus differs.from Turdoides in its longer tail and in its- 
longer, more slender bill. The wing* also is not so rounded, the 
third quill being longest or subequal w ith the fourth. The tail is 
longer and more graduated, the outermost feathers being about 
half the length of the central ones. Argya longirostris has a bill 
longer than the other species but is otherwise congeneric. 

Kty to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Head and back distinctly streaked with 
blackish or very dark brown. 

a. Chin and throat rufous with dark shaft- 

stripes . A. earlii, p. 197. 
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6. Chin and throat immaculate white or 

pale fulvous. r , 

a'. Lower plumage pale fulvous. L p. l. o. 

a 1 '. Above reddish brown . A. cauaata caudata, 

b n . Above more grey-brown ........ A. c. huttoni, p. 199. 

b'. Lower plumage ferruginous.. . A. gulctvis , p. 199, 

B. Head not streaked, back with oval brown 

spots. H. malcohm, p. 200. 

C. No streaks or spots on head or upper 

plumage. ^ 

c. Chin and throat rufous, lores dark- A. subrufa ,p. -01. 

Chin, upper throat and lores white.... -A. l&n/irostri$ t p. - L. 

(191) Argya earlii. 

The Striated Babbler. 

Mabuwercut earlii Blytb, J. A. S. B.,xvii,p. 369 (1844) (Calcutta), 
Argya earlii. Blanf. Oates, i, p. 106. 

Vernacular names. Barra-phenga (Hindi). 

Description. Upper plumage brown tinged with rufous, the 
feathers of the crown largely centred with very dark brown, those 



Fig. 32.—Head of A. earlii 


of the back with very dark shaft- stripes ; upper tail-coverts obso- 
letely dark-shafted; tail brown, the shafts darker and the feathers 
cross-rayed; wings brown, the lesser coverts dark-centred; lores 
<Tev • cheeks and ear-coverts plain rufescent; cbm, throat and 
breast the same, the dark stripes increasing m size downwards; 
remainder of lower plumage pale huffy-brown, albescent m the 
middle of the abdomen. 

Colours Of soft parts. Iris bright yellow; eyelid plumbeous ; 
bill fleshy-yellow, the culuien, nostril and tip darker horn-colour ; 
mouth yellow ; legs plumbeous or fleshy-plumbeous, claws 
pinkish. # ^ 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm.; wing 85 to do mm.; 
tail about 120 to 130 mm.; culuien about 20 mm. ; tarsus about 
32 mm. 

Distribution. From Sind to the llun of Catch, along the base 
oE the Himalayas to Behar, all over Behar and Bengal, East, 
through Assam, North and South of the Brahmaputra, through 
Chittagong, Chin Hills and Arrakan to Pegu. 
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Nidification. Breeds principally daring the rains but at 
different places at different times and in some, as in Assam and 
Bengal, at almost any time of the year. It prefers marshy land, 
where it makes its nest in the reeds, like that of a large Beed- 
Warbier, or it makes a larger, more untidy nest of grasses and 
reed-blades in a low bush or thicket of grass. The eggs are either 
three or four in number, of the usual bright, rather deep blue-green 
typical of the genus, in shape a rather broad oval with fine texture 
and considerable gloss. Sixty eggs average 22*8 x 17*6 mm. 

Habits. This Babbler is a bird of wide grass-plains, marshy 
tracts and sub-montane grass-covered hills ; wherever conditions 
are suitable it is sure to be abundant. It is very gregarious, 
according to Marshall, being found in docks even in the breeding 
season. They are very noisy birds and have the same follow-my- 
leader style of clambering through grass and bushes and fluttering 
from one patch of cover to another as have the better-known 
species. On the other hand, probably on account of their semi- 
aquatic habits, they do not descend as much to the ground as do 
the other birds. They are chiefly insect feeders. 

(192) Argya caudata caudata. 

The Common Babbles. 

Cossyphus caudatus Dumont, Diet Sci. Nat., xxix, p. 266 (18 23). 

Argya caudata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 106. 

Vernacular names. Dumti (Hindi in the South); ffuni( Tana.); 
Heddo and Lailo (Sind); Chil-ehil (Hind, in the N.W.P.); Feng 
or Chota-penga (Hindi); JSor (in the NYW.); Chinna sida (Tel.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage fulvous-brown, each feather 
with a dark brown shaft-streak; wing and tail-coverts with only 
the shafts dark; quills brown, lighter on the outer webs; fail olive- 
brown, cross-rayed and the shafts very dark; chin and throat 
fulvous-white; lores brown; ear-coverts rufescent; lower plumage 
pale fulvous,albescent on the abdomen and the sides of the breast 
faintly streaked. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill light brown, yellow at base below; 
legs and feet yellow; claws fleshy-brown; iris brown or yellow 
( Bingham ); iris red-brown ( Jerdon ). 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 73 to 84 
mm. ; tail about 120 to 125 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; culmeu 
about 19 to 20 mm. 

Distribution. Every portion of India proper, from Sind to 
E. Bengal and Calcutta; from the foot of the Himalayas to the 
Pa Ini Hills; the Laccadives and in Bameswanun Island. Not 
Burma. 

Nidification. This Babbler breeds practically throughout the 
year,, certainly having two broods and sometimes possibly three. 
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The principal months are March to May before the rains break 
and again in July to September, The nest is a fairly neat cup 
made of grass, with roots, grass, bark and other fibrous material 
to a lesser extent mixed with it. There is either no lining or a 
very slight one of fine grass stems. It may be placed in almost any 
position low down; generally in a thorny bush, but also in cactus 
hedges, orange-trees, babools, tufts of grass, tangles of canes or 
vines, creepers over trellis-work or any similar site. It measures 
roughly about 5" x 2|" externally by about 3" x 2", or rather 
less, inside. The eggs number three or four, in South India 
sometimes only two. They are of the typical dark glossy-blue 
colour common to the genus, in shape broad, blunt ovals, whilst 
the average of 200 eggs is 21*2 x 16*1 mm, 

Habits. In the North of India this is one of the most common 
and familiar of birds, entering and breeding in compounds and all 
round about villages, but it is found wherever there is open 
country with sufficient cover in the way of bushes, hedges and 
scrub. It does not haunt forests, but is often found in high grass- 
covered plains when they are dry. In the South ol India it is said 
to be less confiding in its habits and rather to shun the vicinity of 
human beings. Its flight and manners generally are similar to 
those of the last bird, but it is less noisy. Its voice is described 
by Jerdon as a 44 low, nndertoned warbling whistle ” and it also 
has a constant soft chattering. 

(193) Argfa caudata huttoni. 

The Afghan Babbler. 

Malacocercus huttoni Blytk, J. A. S. B.,xvi, p. 476 (1847) (Candahar). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to t he last bird but much paler and greyer, 
the central marks less defined and not so dark, it is also a 
trifle larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 83 to 95 nun.; tail 125 to 135 mm. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan and S.E. Persia. A 
specimen from 44 the Jay River Hills,” Sind, is a very typical 
example of this race, but other specimens from the plains of Siml 
are true caudata . I cannot separate Hume's eclipes . 

Nidification and Habit3 do not appear to differ from those 
of the Indian bird. 

(194) Argya gnlaris. 

The W h it js - t into at bd Babbler. 

Chatarrhcea c/ularis , Blyth, J. A. S. K, xxiv, p. 478 (1855) (E. side 
of Bay of Bengal). 

Anjya y ular is. ill anf. & Oates, i, p. 107. 

Vernacular names. Zay-we (Burmese). 
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Description. Forehead and short line to the eye grey with 
black streaks; crown to back and scapulars ruddy brown, with 
dark shaft-stripes ; rump and upper tail-coverts olive-brown, 
the latter with faint stripes; tail olive-brown, cross-rayed; exposed 
parts of wing olive-brown, some of the greater coverts indistinctly 
dark-shafted; ear-coverts and .sides of the neck ruddy brown ; 
lores black; chin, throat, cheeks and upper breast white; re¬ 
mainder of lower plumage ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow or reddish brown ; legs and 
feet dark yellow; bill pale yellow-horny, culmen and tip dark 
horny-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 260 mm.; wing 78 to 83 mm-; 
tail about 140 mm.; tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen about 19 to 
20 mm. 

Distribution. The dry zone of Central, North and South Burma. 

Nidification. That of the rest of the genus. The full clutch 
seems to be four though often only three eggs are laid. Mr. 
Mackenzie gives me the measurements of 60 eggs as follows: 
average 22*6 x 17*1 mm. : maxima 24 7 X 17*2 and23*5 x 18 2 mm.; 
minima 20*6 x 17*0 and 22-O x 16 0 mm. The breeding season 
is from early April to late May. 

Habits. “ The Zay-we is one of the most familiar birds of 
Mandalay and the dry zone generally, haunting both compounds 
arid jungle, and goes by the names of the ‘ seven sisters ’ or 
‘rat-birds/ There is no mistaking them with their untidy dress, 
-dirt.y white shirt fronts and long, ragged tails. They cannot be 
exactly called ‘Law^/iin^-Thrushbs ’ as they seem never happy, but 
always complaining with their harsh, grating voices. They go 
about together in parties, and generally seem very busy as they 
hop about with tails held at different angles, hunting and turning 
over the fallen leaves. When they have to fly, which they always 
seem loth to do, they go in for a regular rocketing flight, with 
their small, round wings extended and their tails spread out in 
fans.” (//. II. Haringion.) 

(195) Argya malcolmi. 

Tub Large Grey Babbler. 

Timcdia malcolmi Sykes, P. Z. S., 1862, p. 88 (Dukhun). 

Argya malcolmi . BJanf. & Oates, i, p. 108. 

Vernacular names. Ghogoi (HimLJ; Gangai ( Hind, in N.W.P.) ; 
Gongga (Can.); Xohttti (Main*.); Verri-chinda and Gowa-sida 
(Teh); Bhaina (Lucknow). 

Description. Upper plumage dull brown, the feathers of the 
mantle with dark centres; forehead, bluish grey with line white 
shaft-streaks; lores dusky; ear-coverts brown with pale shafts ; 
the three outer pairs of tail-feathers white, the fourth pair with 
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the outer webs whitish, the others pale brown, the central one 
•cross-rayed; wings dark brown, the earlier primaries homy- 
brown on the outer webs, the others edged with the colours of 
the back; entire lower plumage, cheeks and sides of neck 
fulveseent, the throat and breast darker and washed with 
glaucous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright yellow ; upper mandible dark 
brown; lower mandible, legs and feet fleshy or fleshy-yellow, 
••sometimes tinged with bluish. 

Measurements. Length about 280 mm.; wing about 112 to 
119 min.; tail about 135 to 145 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.; 
culmen about 19 mm. 


Distribution. The greater portion of the peninsula of India, 
.South to the Nilgiris and Mysore, common in Central West India 
and rare in the North-West. To the East it is found as far as 
Allahabad, and further South I have had specimens sent me 
from Surguja. 

Nidiftcation. These birds breed more or less throughout the 
year, but possibly more regularly in the early rains, ihe nest 
cannot be distinguished from that of Turdoides terricolor and may 
be placed in a bush, cactus hedge or mango-tree, often at con¬ 
siderable heights from the ground. The eggs are usually four in 
number, of the usual shape, colour arid texture and one hundred 
average 25*2 x 19*4 nun. 

Habits. Like the Common Babbler this bird frequents both the 
wilder and more jungly tracts, where it is a wild, shy bird, and 
the vicinity of towns, villages and houses, where it is as tame and 
confiding as it is possible to be. It is very gregarious, keeping in 
parties even during the breeding season and whatever is the 
business of one bird is the interest of the whole party. II one 
member is attacked by hawk, snake or other enemy the rest of the 
flock combine to attack and not infrequently will succeed in 
driving it off. It is very noisy and very excitable like the Jungle- 
Babbler and, like that bird, active on its legs, feeble on its 


wings. They eat both insects, seeds and fruit but principally the 


first. 


(196) Argya subrufa. 
The Jturous Babbler. 


Tmuilia mbrufa Jerdon, Madv. Jouvn. I, S.,p. 259 (1844) (Wynaad). 
Aryya subrufa. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 109. 


Vernacular names. Jangli-Khyr (Hind.). 

Description. Forehead deep grey with black shafts; whole 
upper plumage, tail and exposed portions of the wings ^live- 
brown with a rufous tinge, especially strong on the outer eage ot 
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the quills, tbe rail and upper tail-coverts; lores brown; cheeks.*, 
sides of head and neck olive-brown tinged with rufous ; lower 
plumage bright rufous, paler on the abdomen and suffused with 
brown on the thighs and under tail-coverts; under wing-coverts 
and edge of wing rufous; tail slightly cross-rayed. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris creamy-white to bright yellow; bill 
yellow or pale yellowish-horny, the oilmen and tip dark brown;, 
legs and feet dark fleshy-yellow, yellowish biown, reddish brown 
and yellowish grey. 

Measurements. Length 250 to 260 mm.; wing 87 to 90 min. 
tail about 110 to 115 mm.; tarsus about 83 mm.; culrnen about 
18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. The Western Ghats from Coonoor and Kotagiri 
on the Nilgiris to Khandala near Bombay. 

Juridification. The Rufous Babbler makes a nest of leaves, grass 
and creeper stems lined with line grass stems, which it places in a 
bush or tree standing in forest. The eggs seem to be usually 
three in number, sometimes only two, sometimes four. They are 
of the typical glossy, rather dark blue and measure about 24-2 x 
18*5 mm. The breeding season is February and March. 

Habits. Except that it keeps much to jungle and bamboo cover 
away from the haunts of men, the habits of this bird are quite 
typical of the genus. Its voice is said to be softer and more 
musical than that of the common forms, but it is almost equally 
noisy and active. 

(197) Avgya, longirostris. 

The Slender-billed Babbler. 

Pyctorhis i&nyirosiris (Hodgs.), Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 104 (Nepal).. 

Aryya lonyirastris, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 108. 

Vernacular names. Dap-liny titri (Caclmri). 

Description. Upper plumage, tail and exposed parts of wings 
deep reddish brown; lores, cheeks, chin and upper throat white 
the whole lower plumage and the ear-coverts ferruginous, 
becoming albescent on the abdomen ; tail cross-rayed. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white or bluish while ; bill black 
legs and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Length about 240 mm.; wing 75 to 79 mm.: 
tail about 115 to 120 mm.; tarsus about 30 ram.; culrnen about 
18 to 19 mm. 

At first sight this bird with its more slender, curved, black hill 
looks as if it should be put in a genus separate from the Common 
Babbler with its shorter bill of almost bright yellow. Its some¬ 
what spiny-shafted feathers of the forehead are also a feature 
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which differentiates it from caudata; but their differences are 
bridged over by the Large Eu Foils Babbler, which has an inter¬ 
mediate shaped bill which is partly black and has the feathers of 
the forehead with the shafts distinctly stiff and bare at the tips. 
Blyth placed both subrufa and longirostru in a separate genus, 
Layardia, but in view of the gradation in degree in the character¬ 
istics defining them, I keep them altogether under Argya. 

Distribution, The Nepal Xerai, Bhutan and Buxa Duars, the 
Terai at the foot of the Himalayas, North of the Brahmaputra to 
Sadiya and the grass plateaus of’ the '..hills South of that river to 
Manipur and Chittagong. 

Nidification. This Babbler breeds not uncommonly on the grass 
plateaus in the Khasia Hills during May and June, making a cup¬ 
shaped rest of grass, lined with grass stems and placed in amongst 
grass or reeds, a bush or tangle of brambles, or even on an old 
stump or a broken-down wall or bank. The eggs number three 
or Four, but are a rather paler blue than are the eggs of most of 
those of the genera Argya or Tnrdoides though quite similar in 
shape and texture. Twenty-one eggs average about 21/5 x 
16*7 min. 

Habits. Those are of the gregarious, noisy and restless nature 
of the rest of the group. Hume, in Manipur, and myself, in the 
Khasia Hills, found them nearly always in the long grass covering 
wide extents of hill and valley, where they fed both on the ground 
and on the grass and reeds. Several of their notes were quite 
pleasant, but the majority were of the discordant character common 
to all these Babblers. 


Gremis ACANTHOPTILA Blyth, 1855. 

The genus Acanthop,tila was instituted by Blyth for a remark¬ 
able bird discovered many years previously, characterized by its 
spinous plumage and long, graduated tail. Sharpe originally placed 
this genus in his Crateropodince but Oates, in the Avifauna, 
removed it to the Sylmidw. It has two phases of coloration, in 
one of which the lower part of the head becomes partially white. 
Oates considered the change to be a seasonal one, but there is 
nothing in the British Museum series to show this and I consider 
it is the plumage of the older bird. This acquisition of white is 
found in other Timaliine birds such as Gampsorhynehus and Gyp- 
sophila. In its general appearance it is very close to Babaev and 
Argya. The feathers of the upper plumage and breast have stiff 
shafts which become very spinous when worn; the bill is nearly 
as long as the head and gently curved; the nostrils are long, 
lunar-shaped slits ; the rictal bristles short and weak ; the wing 
rounded and 4th primary longest; tail graduated and much longer 
than wing, and the tarsus very strong and about one-third the 
length of wing, 
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(198) Acanthoptila nipalensis. 

The Sr [ny Babbler. 

Timalia nipalensis Hodgs., As. lies,, xix, p. 182 (1836) (Nepal). 

Acanthoptila ncpalemis. JBlauf. & Oates, i, p, 386. 

Vernacular names, None recorded. 

Description. The whole upper plumage, tail and visible portions 
of the wings rich olive-brown, the feathers of the head and back 
with stiff, black shafts; tail cross-rayed darker; lores and the 
feathers behind and below tbe eyes whitish; ear-coverts brown, 
mixed with white; lower plumage rufeseent, each feather with a 
dark brown shaft-stripe, these increasing in size on breast and 
abdomen; under tail-coverts and flanks plain rufeseent brown. 



Fig. 33.—Head of A, nipalensis. 


Some birds, including specimens killed in summer, have the 
lower part of head, chin and throat white with glistening shafts, 
and the lower plumage is paler. According to Oates this is the 
summer plumage, but there is too little evidence at present either 
to confirm or refute this suggestion. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill dusky brown; legs dull fleshy- 
brown ; iris smoky-brown ( Hodgson , MS.), 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 nun.; tail about 125 
to 130 mm.; wing 85 to 90 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm,; culmen 
about 18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim and ? N.W. Himalayas. 

Nidification. According to Hodgson this Babbler makes a loose, 
shallow grass nest, about 5" in diameter by about 2" deep, which 
it places in a fork of a tree. Tbe eggs are said to be verditer-blue 
and to measure about 28 x 16-5 mm. Eggs in my own collection 
reputed to be of this bird are quite different and in type more 
like those of Megalurus. The ground is white and they are pro¬ 
fusely speckled and spotted with brown and underlying spots of 
pale neutral tint on purplish lavender. They measure about 
22x17 ram. Their identification is not satisfactory and more 
information is very badly required about the bird and its life- 
history. 

Habits, Hodgson says that this bird is solitary, tenants low 
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bushes, flies very badl} r and unwillingly, and that it feeds entirely 
on the ground. He also says that it is found by bushy rills and 
is a shy, skulking bird. On the label of a Pinwill specimen is a 
remark that this bird is a fine songster. 

SilRSB i ■ ^ ?: : ¥: > ^ ^^ 'S- 

Genus POMATOKHI.NUS Horsf., 1821. 

In this germs the principal distinguishing feature is the Jong,, 
slender bill, either as long as, or longer than, the head, much 
curved downwards and always compressed. The nostril is bare 
and exposed, whilst ’ the feathers of the forehead are short, 
rounded and close. The tail is longer than the wing and much 
graduated, the outer feathers never exceeding three-quarters the 
length of the central pair. 

The young of the genus generally have more rufous or dark 
colour on the breast and abdomen than the adults. The bill is. 
not fully grown for some months. 


Key to Species. 

A. With a white supercilium. 

a. Bill comparatively short, about equal to 

head. 

a\ Breast, throat and abdomen white. 
a!'. Sides of neck chestnut, contrasting* 

•with upper plumage. 
a ,n . Chestnut of neck produced as a 
baud down flanks. 

a\ Chestnut band streaked with 

white. P. schisticeps, p. 205. 

b\ Band not streaked . .. P nuckalis, p. 208. 

//". Chestnut confined to neck . P. oli imams, p. 200. 

IP. Sides of neck not chestnut . P. horsfieldi, p. 210. 

V. Throat white; breast ferruginous, not 

striped. P. ferruyinosus, p. 218.. 

c'. Throat white; breast striped with olive- 

brown . P. ruficollis, p. 216. 

b. Bill more slender and about half as long 

again as head . P. ochraceiceps, p. 2l7. 

B. No white supercilium. 

c. Bill not longer than head and slender .... P. erythroyenys, p. 219.. 

d. Bill longer than head and very coarse.... P, hypoleucm , p. 222. 


Pomatorhinus schisticeps. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. Chestnut band deep mnroon-chestnnt. 

«. Wing over 4 inches. 

a’. Darker and more olivaceous above . . P. s. schisticeps, p. 206.. 

1). Paler and move rufous above. P.s. cryptanthus, p. 207. 

b. Wing under 4 inches.... P. s. pinwilli , p. 208. 

B. Chestnut band much paler. P. s. mearsi, p. 207. 
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(199) Pomatorhinus schisticeps schisticeps. 

Tub Slaty-headed Scimitab-Babblkr. 

Pomatorhinus schisticeps Hodsrs., As. Ties., xix, p. 181 (1836) (Nepal); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 1 It). 

Vernacular names. Pabdoa( Beng.); Phoyeum-phoovFhurreemn- 
jiho (JLepcba); Jihu&uroh (Parbuttiali). 

Description. Forehead to nape dark slate, the shafts darker; 
upper plumage and wing-coverts rufescent olive-brown; a bold 
superciliuin from nostrils to nape white; lores and ear-co\erts 
black : a large patch on the sides of the nock extending to sides 
of breast and abdomen rich maroon-chestnut, streaked with white 
•except on the neck; flanks, vent and under tail coverts dusky 
olive-brown ; remainder of under parts from cbm white. 



Fig. 34.—Head of P . s . schisticep *. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale yellow, pale reddish yellow or 
mile creamy; pale glaucous-brown in young birds; bill pale dull 
yellow, the base of the upper mandible blackish ; legs slaty, claws 
horny and soles yellowish. 

Measurements. Length about 270 mm.; wing about 98 to 
106 mm.; tail about 115 to 120 mm.; tarsus about 112 mm.; culmen 

about 27 min. , 

Distribution. Nopal, Sikkim and hills North of the Brahma¬ 
putra; how far East is not known exactly at present, but Stevens 
found’it common in N. Lakhimpur. 

Nidification. This Scimitar-Babbler breeds freely from the foot¬ 
hills of the Himalayas up to at least 5,000 feet, but is most 
•common between 1,500 and 2,500 feet. It makes a nest of grass, 
l eaves and fibrous material, either cup-shaped or with the 
materials produced so as to make it domed though the top is so 
fraeile that it often collapses and appears to he only part of an 
ill-made shallow saucer. The eggs' are three or four in number, 
pure white, as with all Scimitar- Babblers, fragile for their size, 
sometimes highly glossed, sometimes almost or quite glossless, 
generally a distinctly pointed oval,and they measure about 26*4 x 
18*0 mm. The breeding season is April, May and .June. 

Habits The Slaty-headed Scimitar-Babbler is a sociable, noisy 
bird but its notes when disturbed or alarmed are very mellow 
and musical and during the breeding season, when the flocks 
break up into pairs, it has a low, musical “ hoot-hoot ” which the 
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two birds constantly utter as they wander about hunting for food. 
They keep much to low jungle, secondary growth and bamboo- 
jungle and also feed on the ground, turning over the leaves and 
rubbish just as the true Laughing-Tbrushes do. 

(200) Pomatorhinus schisticeps cryptanthus. 

Ooltart’s Scimitar- Babbler . 

Pomatorhinus schisticeps cn/ptanthus Hartert, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxxvi, 
p. 35 (1915) (Margherita, Assam). 

Vernacular names. Dao bvhu-galao (Caehari). 

Description. Differs from the last in having the upper parts 
less olive and more rufesoent, the red of the neck and flanks a 
brighter, lighter chestnut and, according to Hartert* it is a trifle 
smaller.. 

Colours of soft parts. As in the last bird; the iris is often a 
golden yellow. 

Measurements, A little smaller than schkiiceps ; wing 94 to 
102 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra from the Mikir 
Hills and Caehar to Margherita. 

Nidification similar to that of P. $. schisticeps, breeding from 
about 2,000 feet upwards to at least 5,000 feet but principally 
about 4,000 feet. It builds its nest often in bamboo-jungle and 
also in scrub, edges of cultivation and in forest, especially when 
there are open glades and streams with grassy banks. The 
eggs number three or four, very rarely five and sixty eggs average 
about 26"(> x 19*2 mm. The breeding season lasts from the end 
of April to late July. 

Habits, Those of the last bird; this race, however, is not a 
noisy bird and, unless alarmed or excited over some special find, 
one seldom hears more than a secret low, chuckling note and the 
usual call of “ hoot-hopt-hoofJJ It is, of course, a poor flyer like 
all the Hcimifar-Babblers but I should not call it a skulker as it 
often feeds practically in the open bamboo-jungles, where it is very 
easy to watch it. It can bop at a great pace, proceeding in long 
bounds and when so engaged might easily be mistaken for a 
frightened rat. Its food is principally insectivorous, but possibly 
it also eats grain and seeds. 

(201) Pomatorhinus schisticeps mearsi. 

GkAHT's SliATY-IlBADED ScXMITA.E-BaBBI.BR. 

Pomutorhinus mehrsi Ogilvie-Grant, Bull. B. O. 0., xv, p. 35 (1905) 
(Taungdwin). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race has the chestnut still paler than m 
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cryptanihus, and the edges to the primaries are also paler than they 
are in that birch The rufous collar is often very pronounced irj 
this race. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. The largest of the Slaty-headed Scimitar- 
Babblers ; wing from 100 to 110mm. and other measurements in 
proportion. 

Distribution. Western Burma, Chin Hills and Arrakan. 

Nidification. Like that of the last two birds. Two eggs taken 
by Mr. J. M. D. Mackenzie in the Chin Hills and four sent me 
from Arrakan measure about 26 x 19*7 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. Appears to be found from the 
lowest hills up to about 4,000 feet. 

(202) Fomatorhinus schisticeps pinwilli. 

Sharpe’s Slaty-hearer Scimitar-Babbler. 

Fomatorhinus pinwilli Sharpe, Cat. B. M., vii, p. 413 (1883) 
(Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A small race of schisticep*, similar in colour but 
with the .chestnut a trille less deep in colour and with the rufous 
collar on the nape more pronounced. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. s . sckisticeps. 

Measurements. A small bird; wing from 85 to 95 mm., generally 
about 90 to 91 mm. 

, Distribution. N.W. Himalayas to Garhvval. 

Nidification and Habits similar to those of the other races. 


(203) Pomatorhinus nuehalis, 

Tweeddaljts Scimitar-Babbler. 


Pomatorhinus nuehalis Tweeddale, A. M. N. H., (4) xx p, 535 (187V Y 
(Thayetmyo) j Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 117. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, ltesemblesa small P. sckisticeps, but has the rufous 
of the neck and sides unstreaked with white. The rufous nuchal 
collar is also more developed. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale to golden yellow; eyelid and 
ocular region pale lavender; bill orange-yellow, only the base and 
gape dusky; inside of mouth flesh-colour; legs dusky plumbeous ; 
daws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 225 to 235 nun.; wing 87 to 
91 mm. ; tail about 210 to 220 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm. ; culmen 
about 25 mm. 
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Distribution. Eastern Burma, east of the Sittaufig from Pa pun 
in the South to the Northern Shan States. Mackenzie found it 
not rare at Proine. 

Nidification. The nest, which has been taken by Col. Harington 
and J. P. Cook, is similar to that of other Scimitar-Babblers. 
The eggs appear to number two or three only. Twelve eggs 
measure about 25*0 x 18*2 mm. 

Habits. According to Barington the bird haunts the thickest 
of cover, whether bamboo or other. It is found from some 2,000 
to 6,500 feet or higher. 

Pomatorhinus olivaceus. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper parts rufous-brown . P. o. olivaceus , p. 209, 

B. Upper parts olive-brown. P. o. ripponi, p. 210. 

(204) Pomatorhinus olivaceus olivaceus. 

The Tenasseium: Scimitae-Babblbb. 

Pomatorhinus olivaceus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xyi> p. 451 (1847) 
(Tenasserim); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 118. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the schist iceps group in having no 
chestnut band down the sides of the breast and Hanks, the chestnut 
being confined to the sides of the neck. The rufous collar on the 
nape is not very pronounced. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright yellow ; bill deep yellow, dusky- 
green at base above ; legs and feet plumbeous ; claws horny (Hume 
if Davison ), 

Measurements. Length about 230 mm.; wing 90 to 96 mm.; 
tail about 100 to 106 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.; ctilmen about 
27 to 28 nun. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, from Mou!mein down to its extreme 
southern point and thence extending into the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. Breeds in Tenasserim from January to March, 
making the usual Scimitar-Babbler s nest, either globular oi cup¬ 
shaped, on the ground in thick jungle. ^ The eggs, either two or 
three in number, average about 25*4 x 18’«> nun. 

Habits. Oates writes: “They live on the ground or in shrubs 
very close to the ground, only very occasionally mounting trees. 
They conceal themselves so well that they are very seldom, seen, 
but when .seen they perform fantastic motions, spreading out the 
tail and drooping the wings. They have a variety of calls which 
resolve themselves, however, into variations of the words ‘ hoot - 
lioot-hoot * constantly repeated. They frequent the. very thickest 
pieces of jungle, not only where the bushes themselves are thick, 
but where the low undergrowth is entangled and intricate.” 

VOL. X. P 
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(205) Pomatorhinus olivaceus ripponi. 

Habington's Shan Scimitab-Babbler. 

Pomatorfiinm ripponi llarington, Bull. 15. O. C., xvii, p. 9 (1910) 
(Shan States). 

Vernacular names. Kone recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Tenasserim Scimitar-Babbler in 
having the colour of the upper parts olive-brown instead of 
rufous-brown; the tail is concolorous with, instead of darker 
than, the back ; the chestnut neck-patch is paler and the bill is 
perhaps more slender. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. o. olivaceus. 

Measurements. Total length about 210 mm.; wing So to 88 
into.; tail about 95 to 98 mm-.; tarsus 25 nmi.; culinen about 
27 to 28 mm. 

Distribution. Shan States and Kachin Hills. 

Hidification similar to that of the last bird. Eggs taken by 
Messrs. J. P. Cook and Mackenzie average about 25-Ox 17‘9 mm. 

Habits. This bird was found by Mr. Cook frequenting grass 
lands rather than forest or jungle, and lie even obtained it breeding 
in such places. Tt is found at all elevations between 2,500 and 
5,000 feet. 

Pomatorhinus horsfieldi. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Sides of neck and breast blackish brown.. P. k. horsfieldi , p. 210. 

B. Sides of neck and breast brown.. P. h. obscums, p. 211. 

C. Sides of neck rufescent like the back ., P. h. melanurus , p. 212. 

I). Sides of neck aud breast broadly deep [p. 211. 

black . P. h. travancoriensis , 

(206) Pomatorhinus horsfieldi horsfieldi. 

The Deccan 8cimi*ai-Babbi,er. 

Pomatorhinus horsfieldi Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 39 (Deccan) ; Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 119. 

Vernacular names. Namala Pitta or Dasari Pitta (Tel.). 
Description. Upper plumage dark earthy-brown with a tinge of 
rufous, the head slightly darker; a white superciliuni from the 
nostril to the nape, edged with black above; chin, throat, breast 
and abdomen white; lores, under the eye, the ear-coverts, the 
sides of the neck and a band bordering the breast and abdomen 
blackish brown ; sides of the body, vent and under tail-coverts 
slaty-brown ; tail and wings dark brown, washed on the outer webs 
with the colour of the back. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, maroon-brown or crimson; 
legs and feet greenish plumbeous; bill yellow, dusky at base of 
lower mandible. 

Measurements. Length about 250 to 260 min. ; wing about 
100 to 105 min.; tail about 105 to 10S mm.; tarsus about 32 mm,,; 
culmen about 25 mm. 

Distribution. Bombay, Makabaleshwar, Khandalja, Kanara and 
the plains of Mysore, Madras aud the Deccan. 

Mdification. This Scimitar-Babbler breeds from January to 
May in broken country and low hills up to about 2,000 feet as 
well as in the actual plains, making the usual grass, domed nest, 
which it places on the grouud in grass and bushes, or in fbrest. 
The eggs apparently sometimes number as many as live, but two 
• or three are the normal clutch. Twenty-four eggs average 26*6 X 
18*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the germs. This is a subspecies of the low 
country, it being represented by other races in the higher hills. 

(207) Pomatorhinus horsfieldi obscurus. 

Hume’s Scimttak-Babklek. 

Pomatorhmw obseuriis Hume, 8.1., i, p. 7 (1873) (Mt. Abu); Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 120. 

Vernacular names. Nanuda Pitta or Dasari Pitta (Teh). 

Description. A much paler bird than the last, with no black 
band separating the white of the breast from the upper plumage, 
the sides of the neck and breast being practically the same colour 
as the back. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in true horsjlddi. 

Distribution. So far only recorded from Mt. Abu and Seoni. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other races. Five eggs sent 
me from Mt. Abu measure about 23*0 x 17*5 mm. 

Habits as in the last, but perhaps does not frequent such dense 
jungles. Its range of elevation still requires to be carefully 
worked out together with its full distribution. Butler says that 
it is not gregarious, but goes about either singly or in pairs. 

(208) Pomatorhinus horsfieldi travancoriensis. 

The Southern Indian Scimitar-Babbler. 

Pomatorhinua hors/icldi tvuvcoicovioi&is Haring ton, J. B. Jh 11. S., 
xxiii, p. 333 (1W14) (Travancore). 

Vernacular names. Namala pitta (Tel.). 

Description. Much darker than typical horsfieldi ; back a rich 
^olive-brown, head decidedly darker than back and otten blotched 
with black. White of breast and abdomen divided from brown of 
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upper parts by a broad black band. Tail often nearly black at 
the end. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in horsjieldi . 

Distribution. Practically the whole of S. India, South of the 
range of P. h . horsjieldi , wherever there are hills and mountains. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in great numbers in the Nilgiris 
and commonly in many other places between 2,000 and 8,000 feet.. 
It makes the usual globular nest of grass, more or less mixed with 
leaves, bracken and roots, very Himsily put together and placed 
either on the ground or low down in some bust). Many authors- 
describe the full clutch as four or five, but over the greater part 
of its range two or three is probably the normal number. They 
are, of course, the usual pure white, and ten eggs average about 
26‘5 x 19*7 mm. They breed in December to March on the West 
Coast but during March, April and Mav in the ftiknris and higher 
hills. 

Habits. A gregarious bird, going about in parties from half-a- 
dozen to a dozen or more, working through the low bushes, or on 
the ground under them, for insects. They employ a variety of 
soft, rather musical notes, bursting into a chorus of abuse and 
loud language when frightened or annoyed. Their call-note is the- 
usual hoot hoot of the family. 

(209) Pomatorhinus horsfieldi melanurus. 

The Ceylon Scimitar-Bauble#. 

Pomatorhinus melamrm Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 481 (1847) 
(Ceylon) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p.. 118, 

Vernacular names. IVone recorded. 

Description. Similar to horsjieldi horsjieldi but wit h no demar¬ 
cations between the plumage of the upper parts and the sides of 
the breast and neck, the latter being of the same ferruginous 
brown as the former; the tail is very dark marked with ferru¬ 
ginous at the base. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to dull red; orbitaL 
skin and eyelid dull blue; lull pale to dark yellow, blackish 
on the base ; legs and feet slaty or greenish plumbeous ; feet 
generally more bluish than tarsi, claws dusky-horny. 

Measmements. Length about 210 to 21 o mm. ; wing about 
86 to 94 nun.; tail about 95 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.;^culmen 
about 25 to 26 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

The description given above is for the individuals obtained in 
the South, where heat and humidity are at their greatest. Birds 
obtained on the Horton Plains and at the highest altitudes are 
more olive than rufous and paler, less rich, in coloration through¬ 
out. J. cannot, however, on the material available define the 
habitat of either form, and therefore refrain from naming another* 
new race. 
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Nidification. Breeds in the month.'? November to March, making 
a typical Scimitar-Babbler’s nest and laying two or three pure 
white eggs, indistinguishable from those of other species, It is 
noticeable that the eggs of Southern Scimitar-Babblers are more 
regularly elliptical and less pointed oval in shape than are those 
of Northern birds, but every variation is to be found in both. 
Two eggs of the present bird measure 23*0 x 17’8 mm. 

Habits, These Babblers associate either in pairs or small flocks, 
haunting any class of thick cover and working both the ground, 
bushes and the lower branches of trees for food. Legge describes 
their habit of indulging in dances and gesticulations, if such a 
term may be applied to birds. Their voice, flight and general 
habits are similar to those of the Indian species. 

Pomatorhinus ferruginosus. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Crown of head nearly black, much darker 

than back . 

B. Crown of head olive-brown or practically 

concolorous with back. 

a. Breast bright ferruginous . 

b. Breast pale ferruginous buff ... . 

c. Breast huffy white or very pale buff.. .. 


(210) Pomatorhinus ferruginosus ferruginosus. 

The Cobai-bibled Scimitae-Babbt/Ee. 

Pomatorhinus ferruginosus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 597 (1845) 
(Darjeeling); Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 120. 

Vernacular names. Piong-leohut or Poniong-hut (Lepcha) ; 
Bhotetet (Blurb.); Pee(~gonyor (Daphla). 

Description. Forehead rufous; crown, nape, lores, upper 
cheeks and ear-coverts black; a broad supereilium to the nape, 
Chiu and lower cheeks white; upper plumage, tail and visible 
portions of closed wing olive-brown, tinged with rufous; chin and 
throat white; breast and centre of abdomen bright ferruginous; 
remainder of plumage olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow or golden yellow; bill deep 
coral-red; legs light yellowish brown, sometimes with a greenish 
or leaden tint. 

Measurements. Length about 220 mm.; wing 90 to 95 mm.; 
tail about 110 mm.; tarsus about 30 nun.; culmen about 27 to 
28 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Nepal to the extreme east of 
Assam, North of the Brahmaputra. 


P f. ferruginosus, p. 218. 


P.f. phayrei , p. 214. 

P. f. albiyularis , p. 215. 
P. f. maria, p. 215. 
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Nidiftcation. Breeds in Sikkim from the end of April to the end 
of June, making a globular nest of grass and bamboo leaves, some¬ 
times lined with finer grass, but generally unlined. The nest is 
placed either on, or quite close to, the ground; generally in dense 
undergrowth, less often in. bamboo or thinner jungle, the eggs., 
either three or four in number, according to Hodgson sometimes 
five, are the usual pure white, and twenty eggs average about 

23*o x 17*7 mm. 

Habits. This bird is generally found at considerable heights 
from 4,000 feet up to at least 6,000 feet, seldom breeding below 
the former. Its habits differ in no way from those of the better 
known phayrei. 

(211) Pomatorhinus ferruginosus phayrei. 

PlIAYColtAL-BILLEX) SciMITAli-BABBLER. 

Pomatorhinus phayrei Blych. J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 462 (1847)'(Arrakan); 

Blank & Oates, i, p. 121. 

Vernacular names. Dao-hihi-gajao(C achari); hmii-gojo (Kacha 
Naga). 

Description. Similar to the last, but the upper plumage olive- 
brown with no rufous tinge; above the white superciliuin there is 
a trace of a black line; the under parts are much more rufous. 
The crown is practically concolorous with the back. 

Colours of soft parts and Measrirements as in ferruginosus. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills and 
Arrakan Tomas. 

Nidification. Breeds in considerable numbers in the IChasia 
and N. Caohar Hills between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, most commonly 
at 3,000 to 3,500 feet. The nest is the usual football-shaped affair, 
lying on its side, very loosely and untidily made, principally of 
bamboo leaves and bracken, more or less mixed with grass, roots 
and a few leaves. In most nests there is no true lining but, in 
a tew, fine grass is used for this purpose. The entrance, which 
may be anything up to 4" wide, is at one end low down and^ the 
ends of the materials Stick out all round, half hiding it from sight, 
The nest is sometimes placed on the ground, but far more often 
in bushes some feet above it, and I have taken one nest which lay 
on the top of a bush about 7 feet up, easily visible from the hill- 
path above but looking like a mass of rublhsh blown together by the 
wind against a jutting branch. Three is the number of eggs most 
often laid, sometimes four, frequently two only* Fifty eggs 
average 27T x 19*1 mm. The breeding season lasts from May to 
July but I have seen nests with eggs both in April and late August. 

Habits. PhayreVScimitar-Babbler is a bird of thick forest and 
dense undergrowth, found but little in bamboo-jungle and still less 
in the grass-covered hills, except in the mornings and evenings 
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when feeding. It is to be met with both in pairs and in small parties, 
silent as a rule but occasionally bursting into a chorus of rather 
sweet, full notes when anything of special interest is seen or if 
suddenly disturbed. They slink about in a very rat-like manner 
on the ground under the bushes but move from one piece of cover 
to another in big bounds, only taking to wing when actually forced 
to do so. They fly much like the Laughing-Thrushes, alternate 
sailings and furious flappings, tail bent up or down and wide¬ 
spread and lens carried well forward and down unless the flight is 
prolonged. They are not shy birds and are very inquisitive and 
cannot resist a. closer acquaintance with any novel sight or sound. 
I have seen these birds mobbing a civet cat much as the birds of 
the genera Turdoicks and Argya will mob a village cat which 
invades their territory, 

(212) Pomatorhinus ferruginosus albigularis. 

Blytji's 8>cimitab-Babblbb. 

Pomatorhinusafhiyidarh BVyth, J, A. S. B., xxiv. p. 274. ('1855') 
(Muleyit Mt.); Blank & Oates, i. p. 121. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Coral-billed Scimitar-Babbler, but 
the crown is very little darker than the back. A black line extends 
above the white supereilium. The breast anti abdomen are a very 
pale ferruginous, or pale bull with a. faint rufous tinge. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris creamy-white to bright yellovv; legs 
and feet pale greenish or yellowish brown ; bill deep vermilion or 
coral-red. 

Measurements. A rather larger bird than phayrei , with shorter 
bill; wing about 95 to 100 mm.; bill about 24 to 25 mm. 

Distribution. Mountains of Tenasserim South to Tavoy and 
North to Karen Hills. 

Nidification. Mr. K. Macdonald found it breeding on the Taok 
plateau 60 miles east of Prome. The nest was of, the usual type, 
and the eggs, two or three in number, measured about 24*6 X 
18*4 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the other races. 

(213) Pomatorhinus ferruginosus mariee. 


Walden’s Scimitar-Babbler. 


Pomatorhinus marice Walden* A. M. N. H., xv, p. 403 (1875) 
(Tounghoo Hills). 

Vernacular names. Aono recorded. 

Description. This is a pale form of alhirjularis, and the under, 
parts are very pale bull with no tinge of rufous. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 
Disti'ibution. Toungoo and Karen Hills, Yamethen, Upper 
Burma. 

Ni&ification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

This and the last bird are undoubtedly only races of R ferrugi- 
nosus, although the extremes of difference between birds from 
Nepal and birds from the Karen Hills are very great. 


Pomatorhinus rufieollis. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper plumage ruddy brown_ .... P. r. rufieollis , p. 216. 

B. Upper plumage olive-brown . P. r. baktri , p. 217. 

(214) Pomatorhinus rufieollis rufieollis. 

The Newyl Rufous-secked Soimitae-Ba bbler. 

Pomatorhinus rvjieollis Hodgs., As. lies., xix, p. 182 (1836) ("Nepal); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 122. 

Vernacular names. Bhiakuroh (Parbuttiahs). 

Description. Upper plumage, tail and closed wing ruddy 
brown; a broad white supercilium from the nostrils to the nape; 
lores, under the eyes and ear-coverts black; sides of the neck- 
bright ferruginous, extending to the hind neck and forming a 
collar; chin, cheeks and throat white; lower throat, breast and 
centre of abdomen white streaked with olive-brown; sides of 
abdomen and breast, vent and under tail-coverts olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill yellow, pale at the tip and with 
three-quarters of the culmen nearly black ; iris pale red t;o crim¬ 
son ; eyelid plumbeous ; feet pale brownish plumbeous, pale 
greyish or greenish plumbeous; claws brownish horny. 

Measurements. Length about 195 to 205 mm.; wing 78 to 
84 mm.; tail about 83 mm.; tarsus about 27 mm.; culmen about 
20 mm. 

Young nestlings have the whole breast rusty red. The bill is 
entirely yellow. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Nepal to Eastern Assam, North of 
the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. This Scimitar-Babbler breeds from the end of 
April to June from 4,000 to 6,000 feet, making the usual ball¬ 
shaped nest of grass, bracken and fern fronds, etc., placed on the 
ground in grass, weeds or bush undergrowth. The eggs vary from 
three to five and are white like all other Scimitar-Babblers but 
have very little gloss. Fifty eggs average about 23-6 x 18*0 mm. 

Habits. The Rufous-necked Scimitar-Babbler frequents eleva¬ 
tions between 3,000 and 6,000 feet, being found still lower in 
winter and higher in summer. It keeps much to forest with 
plentiful undergrowth, but also may be sometimes found on hill¬ 
sides covered mainly with long grass and bushes. 
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(215) Pomatorhinus ruficollis bakeri. 

Baker’s Kufous-necked Scimitar-Babbler. 

Pomatorhinus ruficollis bakeri Harington, J. B. N. H. S., xxiii, p. 336 
(1914) (Shillong). 

Vernacular names. Moh-Mera (Angarni Naga). 

Description. Similar to the last bird, but paler and olive-brown 
above rather than rufous-brown; below it is more fulvous and 
white instead of olive-brown and white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in rujicollis , but 
the bill is rather more slender. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra in Assam, 
Manipur, Lushai, Chin Hills, Kachin Hills. 

Nidiftcation. Breeds in the Khasia and N. Cacbar Hills in May 
and June, and in the Eastern Hills in April also. Later nests 
taken in July and August are certainly second broods. They 
neft everywhere between 8,000 and 6,000 feet, and though they 
seem to prefer humid forests, also sometimes build in recently 
deserted patches of cultivation wdiere the grass and scrub is still 
scanty and low. The nests are the typical domed ovals of grass, 
bamboo and bracken leaves, but they are, perhaps, rather more 
tidy and smaller than most, measuring about S" long by 6" wide 
and high. They lay three to five eggs which average (50 eggs) 
23*4 x ,17 *4 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It keeps much to evergreen forest 
but may also be found in open bamboo jungle where it scratches 
about amongst the fallen leaves for a small bug-like insect on 
which it feeds. 

Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Throat and breast white. 

a. Upper plumage bright ochraceous .... P. o. ochraceiceps, p. 217. 

b. Upper plumage olive-brown. P. o. austeni , p, 218. 

B. Throat white, breast pale ochraceous . . P. o.stenorhynchus, p. 219. 

(216) Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps ochraceiceps. 

Lloi d’s Scimitar-Babbler. 

Vomatorhinm ochraceiceps Walden, A. M. N. K., xii, p. 487 (1873) 
(Shan States); Blank & Oates, i, p. 123. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage bright ochraceous, the inner webs 
of the quills pale brown; tail paler ochraceous, the terminal 
halves of the feathers suffused with brown ; lores and feathers at 
the base of the upper mandible black; a narrow* white superciliuni. 
from nostrils to nape; ear-coverts rich hair-browm; chin, throat, 
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breast and centre of abdomen pure white ; flanks, vent and under 
tail-coverts ochrneeous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale brown—probably young” birds— 
to yellowish red and bright yellow; bill vermilion with a dusky 
patch next forehead ; legs and feet yellowish or greenish brown. 



Fig. 35.—Head of P. o. ockraceiceps . 


Measurements. Length about 220 mm.; wing 86 to 92mm.j; 
tail about 105 to 110 mm.; tarsus about 32 mm.; eulmen about 
30 to 32 nun. 

Distributton. The Ivaren Hills and Karen ni, Mts. of 
Tenasseriin. 

Nidification Unknown. 

Habit3. Those of the genus, but Davison says that he sometimes 
found them in comparatively open spaces and also that be saw 
them moving about moderately high up in the branches of trees. 
They keep above 3,000 feet and are found in pairs, not flocks. 

(217) Pomatorhiuus ochraceiceps austeni. 

IItjme’s SciMmn-B.mBLER. 

J Pomatorhinus austeni Hume, S. F., x, p. 152 (1881) (E. Manipur); 

JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 123. 

Vernacular names. Inrui-gna (Kacha Kaga). 

Description. Differs from the last in having the upper plumage 
pale olive-brown, merely tinged with ochre on the head and neck. 
The flanks, vent and under tail-coverts are also olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in 1\ o, ochraceiceps. 

Measurements as in P. o. ochraceiceps, but the bill measures up 
to 36 mm. 

Distribution. Hitherto only obtained in the Eastern Manipur 
Hills and once, for certain, in Eastern Cacliar. 

Nidification. Like the other species of this genus, Hume’s 
Scimitar-Babbler makes an oval domed nest of grass and bamboo 
leaves. A nest taken by myself at about 5,000 feet contained 
four eggs measuring about 27*8 x19*3 mm. It was taken on the 
19th of J une. 

Habits. This bird seems to be found between 5,000 and 6,000 
feet and upwards in the more humid forests with ample under* 
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growth. Little is known about it, and even its distribution east¬ 
wards is still a matter of doubt. 

(218) Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps stenorhynchus. 

Austen’s Scimitar -Babbleb. 

Pomatorhinus stenorhynchus Blytli, J. A. S. )>., xlvi, p. 43 (lb.' <)■' 
(Sadi yft) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 123. 

Vernacular names. Inrui-gna (Ivacha Naga). 

Description. Differs from P. o. ochraceiceps in being much paler 
and less richly coloured throughout. The flanks and abdomen 
are tinged with rufous-buff. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra from N.E.Cachar 
and Kaga Hills to extreme East Assam and Sadiya North of the- 
Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Similar to that or other Scimitar-Babblers. Of 
the few nests taken in N. Cachar some were placed on the ground 
and some on bushes or tangles of vines and creepers a few feet 
above it. The eggs numbered three or four, generally the latter, 
and rarely live, and \vere, like those of P, o. austeni, longer in 
proportion to their size than those of most of the genus, thirty 
eggs averaging 25*2 x 18*3 mm. They are also rather more fragile 
in texture. All t he nests were found in forest, but generally close 
to a jungle-path, stream or open glade. The breeding season 
appears to be from the middle of May to early July. 

Habits. I found this Scimitar-Babbler in pairs only, haunting; 
wet, cool forests with a fair amount of undergrowth, but not the 
dense scrub and grass so beloved by some of its nearest relations. 
It was, comparatively speaking, a very quiet bird, each of the pair 
uttering from time to time its soft, full “ hoot hoot ” or a pleasant 
whistling chuckle. Like the rest oi’ their tribe, they spend most 
of the time on the ground turning over the leaves and debris 
in search of food hut, according to the Nagas, when the various 
figs are ripe they work high up into these trees in quest of the 
insects which infest the fruit. It is a bird of high levels, from 
5,000 feet upwards to at least. 9,000 feet in the Naga Hills. 


Pomatorhinus erythrogenys. 

Key to Subspecies* 


A. Flanks deep rufous. 

a . Breast almost pure white. * 

o'. Wing over 89 mm... P.e. erythrogenys, p. 221 

b\ Wing under 89 mm.. P.e. imberbis , p. 222. 

b. Breast pale grey, streaked with white. P. e. ha ring tom, p. 220. 

c. Breast white, streaked with black . . P. e. gravivox, p. 221. 


B. Flanks olivaceous 


P. e. macclellandi, p. 221. 
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(219) Pomatorhinus erythrogenys erythrogenys. 

ViGOJis's Busty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler. 

Pomatorhinus erufhroacmysYwois, P. Z. S,, 1831, p. 1~3 (W. Nepal) 
Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 124. 

Vernacular names. Ban-bukra (Mussoorie). 

Description. Upper plumage, closed wit gs and tail olive- 
brown ; lores white, streaked with grey ; some white feathers on 
the eyelids; a moustachial stripe, red near the bill and then 
black; forehead, ear-coverts, sides of the neck, thighs and under 
tail-coverts chestnut; sides of breast and body chestnut washed 
with olivaceous; chin, throat, centre of breast and abdomen 
white. There are only the faintest indications of grey stria? on 
the breast. 

Colours of soft pa^ts. Iris light greenish white, yellowish white 
•or pale bright yellow; legs and feet fleshy or fleshy-brown; bill 
yellowish-horuy. 

Measurements. Length about 280 to 290 mm. ; wing 95 to 
105 mm.; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus about 40 min.; culraen 
about 33 to 35 mm. 

Distribution. N.W. Himalayas to Simla. 

Nidification. These birds breed in May and June, making the 
same kind of large oval nest as the other birds of this genus. They 
ascend at least as high as 8,000 feet and possibly to 1U,000 but are 
most often found in summer between 3,000 and 5,000. They build 
on grass-covered hills and in open scrub-jangle more frequently 
than the other species do and nests may often be found some little 
distance from heavy cover. Hodgson says they lay three or four 
eggs but two will be found hard-set far more often than four. 
Thirty eggs average about 27*9 x 20*3 mm. They are rather 
broad ovals in shape. 

Habits. The Busty-cheeked Scimitar-Babblers haunt both 
underwood in dense forest, grass-covered sides of lulls and 
deserted patches of cultivation where the vegetation is still sparse. 
They feed like the rest of the germs on grubs, beetles, earth¬ 
worms and insects of all kinds, and their voice is the typical 
triple “ hoot.” They consort in small parties of three or four to 
a dozen individuals, are secretive in their habits, though not 
really shy, and they indulge in the same conversational outbursts 
and quaint dances that their relations delight in. 

(220) Pomatorhiims erythrogenys haringtoni. 

BaKE ft’s Busty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler. 

Pomatorhinus liarin^toni Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. O., xxxiii, p. 123 
(1914) (Darjiling). 

Vernacular names. Yon(jo-hut~p\o (Lepcha). 
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Description. This race differs from the last in having the whole 
chin, throat and upper breast dark ashy, the leathers of the chin 
and throat having white bases and those of the breast white 
central streaks. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. e. erythrogenys . 

Measurements. This form is a little smaller than the last,, 
wing 92 to 102 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Garhwal to Sikkim. 

Niditication. Breeds in May and June at all elevations between. 
2,000 and 8,000 feet. The nests and eggs cannot be distinguished 
from those of the last. 

Habits do not differ from those of P. e. erythrogenys. 

(221) Pomatorhinus erythrogenys macciellandi. 

McCwsmiAKij’s Scimitar-Babbler. 

Pomntorhinus macciellandi Jerdon, B. ofl., ii, p. 32 (1863) (Ivhasia. 

Hills) ; Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 125. 

Vernacular names. Dao-gamm-buJai (Cachari), 

Description. In this race the flanks are olivaceous instead of 
rufous, and the breast is white streaked with dark ashy brown. 

Colours of soft parts m in erythrogenys . 

Measurements. This is a smaller bird than the last two, with a 
wing of about 87 to 93 mm. In this, as in all the Scimitar- 
Babblers, the female is decidedly smaller than the male, and the 
smaller dimensions given refer to that sex. The bill is only about 
30 to 32 mm. and more slender than in the previous two races. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and Chia 
Hills. 

Nidiiication similar to that of the last two birds. Forty eggs, 
average 20*5x19*3 m. The breeding season lasts from early 
April to late June, and nests may be found at all elevations, 
between 2,500 and 6,000 feet. 

Habits. These do not differ from those of other birds of the 
same genus, but this race wanders down very low in winter, for 
Stevens obtained it in the Lakhimpur plains in January to March. 

(222) Pomatorliinus erythrogenys gravivox. 

David's Scimitae-Babblkii. 

Pomatorliinusgravivox David, Ami. Sci. Nat., xviii, p. 2(1873)(South 

Shensi). 

Vernacular names. Chi-la- wo-graw (Kachin). 

Description. Differs from P. e. macciellandi in having the flanks 
rufous and the breast streaked with black. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in P. e. macciellandi. 







Distribution. Bhatno Hills, Yunnan into China. 
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Nidification. This Scimitar-Babbler breeds in some numbers in 
the Bhamo Hills from 5,000 feet upwards and Harington took 
several nests at 5,500, which lie describes as domed and placed on, 
or dose to, the ground. The eggs are laid from the middle of 
.March to early May and usually three form the full clutch, 
sometimes two only. They are rather broad ovals and measure 
about 27*0 x 21*0 mm. 

Habits. Harington records that this bird is very noisy in the 
mornings and evenings, having a fine Black bird-like song, which 
it often repeats. 

(223) Pomatorhinus erythrogenys imberbis. 

SaltadorTs Scimitar-Babbler. 

Pomatorhinus {inherits Salvad., Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen., (2) vii, p. 410 
(1889) (Yado, N.E. Lei to). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Practically the same in coloration as Yigors’s 
Hasty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler but much smaller. 

Colours of soft parts as in Vigors's Scimitar-Babbler. 

Measurements. Wing about 84 to 88 mm.; tail about the same ; 
tarsus about 37 imn.; culmen about 30 to 31 mm. 

Distribution. Ilills of Eastern Burma from the Kuby Mines to 
Tenasseriin. 

Nidification. Mr. J. P. Cook found this bird breeding at Kalaw 
in some numbers in thin grass and scattered scrub-jungle at an 
elevation of about 3,200 feet. The nest he describes as like that 
of other Scimitar-Babblers and on the 13th April he took a single 
egg, hard-set, measuring 26*0x20*3 mm. 

Habits. Frequents grass-land and thin scrub rather than forest 
or heavy jungle. 


Pomatorhinus hypoleucus. 

Key to Subspecies. 


a. Sides of head not streaked w ith white. J\ Ji. hypoleucus f p.222. 

. h. Sides of head streaked with white . P.h. tickelli , p. 223. 

(224) Pomatorhinus hypoleucus hypoleucus. 


The A rr a k ak Scimit a r-B a abler. 


Qthorhinus hypoleucus Blyth, J. A. S. B , xxiv, p. 273 (1875) 
(Arrakan).. 

Pomatorhinus hypoleucus. Blanf. & Oates, i ? p. 126. 

Vernacular names. Dao-hoot (Caehari). 

Description, Upper plumage olive-brown, deeply tinged with 
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rufous oil the tail and exposed parts of closed wing; ear-coverts 
and cheeks greyish brown ; lores grey; a line commencing above 
the eye, passing over the ear-coverts and terminating in a broad 
patch behind them bright rusty; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen 
■white; sides of breast deep slaty streaked with white, the breast 
with a few small spots of slaty-grey ; sides of body and thighs 
rufous-ashv : under tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to deep red-brown ; the 
naked patch behind the eye is a dull livid, or bluish flesh-colour ; 
bill pale horny with a yeliow, grey or green tinge in it; legs and 
feet pale plumbeous or slaty-grey. 

Measurements. Length about 300 mru.; wing 105 to 112 mm.; 
tail about 110 to 120 mm.; tarsus about 38 mm.; culinen about 
40 mm. 


Fig. 36.—Head of P. h. hypoleiccus. 

Distribution. Assam, North and South of the Brahmaputra, 
Chittagong, Manipur, Lushai, Arrakan and the Chin Hills. 

Hidification. This Babbler breeds principally at quite low 
levels throughout its range, but may be found nearly up to 
4,000 feet. It breeds in Hie end of March to early May, making 

huge oval nest about a foot or more in length by nearly as 
much in breadth. It is composed of leaves, grass and bamboo 
spat lies very roughly and loosely put together, nearly always on 
the ground, rarely on a bush or tangle of creepers. Twelve 
-eggs average 30*0 x 22*1 mm. 

Habits. The Arrakau Scimitar-Babbler is always found in 
pairs, hopping about on. the ground in the thickest of under¬ 
growth, and it is particularly partial to the most impenetrable 
cane-brakes in swampy places. Its voice is the triple “hoot” of 
the genus, but can be distinguished from that of the previous 
birds by its deep mellowness. Inglis says that the male has a 
deeper hoot than the female. This species eats small shells, 
snails, etc., as well as the usual insect food of the other species. 

(225) Pomatorhinus hypoleucus tickelli. 

TroicELi/s Scimitar-Babb leu. 

Pomatorhinus tickelli Blvth, J. A. S. B., xxiv, p. 273 (1875) (Terms- 
serim); Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 127. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Differs from the'preceding bird in being a richer 
olive-brown above and in having the rufous head-patch streaked 
with white, the streaks increasing in size and extending on to the 
rufous of the neck and shoulders. 

Colours of soft parts. The legs and feet vary a good deal, being 
pale bluish green, very pale brown, or pale whitish blue; the 
upper mandible pale brown, the lower mandible pale whitish blue; 
iris pale to dark brown and brownish red; naked patch behind 
the eye ffesh-colour, more or less strongly tinged blue (Hume # 
Davison). 

Measurements as in P. h. hypoleuem. 

Distribution. Teuasserim. 

Nullification. Mr. C. Hop wood describes its nest as like that of 
the Arrakan Scimitar-Babbler, but placed iii dumps of bamboo- 
and made of tendrils, twigs and roots. It breeds apparently 
from January to March, and lays two or three white eggs 
measuring about BO'! 1 x mm. 

Habits. Davison remarks that this Dabbler keeps much to 
thick undergrowth, either in pairs or small parties, keeping to the 
ground more exclusively than any of the other Scimitar-Babblers 
known by hitn. 

Genus XIPHIRAMPHUS Blyth, 1843. 

The genus Xiphimmphus differs only from Pomatorldnus in 
having a much longer, more slender and still more curved bill. It 
contains but one species. 



(226) Xiphiramphus superciliaris. 

The Slendi:k-bili/ed Scimitar-Babbler. 

XvphiramphMs superciliaris Blyth,, J. A. fe. B., xi, p. 1/5 (1842) 
(Sikkim); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 128. 

Vernacular names. Karriok-tarnveep (Lepcha). 

Description. Lores black ; chin and throat white .streaked with 
ashy ; a white supercilium, the rest of the head slaty-grey : upper 
plumage bright rufous-brown ; tail dark brown or blackish, the 
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outer webs tinged with rufous at the base; wings dark brown, 
the outer webs olive-brown and the inner secondaries rufous- 
brown ; breast and abdomen ferruginous; flanks, vent and 
under tail-coverts rufous-brown ; thighs plumbeous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to almost vermilion ; bill 
black, paler at tip ; legs dull grey, horny-grev, or plumbeous 
brown. 

Measurements. Length about 210 to 220 mm.; wing about 
72 to 77 mm.; tail about 90 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.; culmen 
about 55 to 60 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan and hills South of the Brahma¬ 
putra. I obtained it in both the Khasia and Cachar Hills, and 
have bad it sent me from the Naga Hills. 

Nidification. This bird breeds from April to July between 
4,500 and 8,000 feet, but as a rule over 5,000 feet. It makes the 
usual grass* ball nest, rather more tidy and neat than most 
Scimitar-Babblers and measuring roughly about 6" in diameter. 
The eggs, three to five in number, are like those of the genus 
Pomatorhinus , and measure about 23*8 x 18’1 mm. 

Habits. These are typically those of the Scimitar-Babblers, but 
as far as I saw they were always in pairs, not flocks. Their voice 
is a high-pitched replica of the triple 4i hoot/’ a quite sweet note 
and not often uttered. They were seen frequently in bracken 
and fern cover and are also sometimes found in Pine forests in 
which the undergrowth is very scanty and confined to the ravines 
and hollows. 

Genus TIMALIA Horsf,, 1831. 

The genus Timalia consists of a single species, which is charac¬ 
terized by the peculiar rigid shafts of the feathers of the forehead 
and crown and by its deep black bill. The tail is longer than the 
wing and much graduated, the outer feather being about half 
the length of the central ones. 



Fig. 38.—Head of T. p, bengalensfa. 


Timalia pileata. 

Key to Subspecies* 

A, Abdomen fulvous; upper plumage darker.. T.p. bengalenm , p. 226, 

B. Abdomen rusty-buff; upper plumage paler. 2\p. jerdoni, p. 227. 
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Fig. 39, — Tmalizp, bengalenm* 


(227) Timalia pileata bengalensis. 

The Bengal IIed-oappejd Babbler. 

Timalia bengalensi*. , Godw.-Aust., J. A. S. B., xli, 2, p. 143 (1872) 
(Khasift Hills). 

Timelia pileata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 132. 

Vernacular names. Dao-maogasha gashim (Oachari); Tngeto 
(Kacha Kaga) ; Vongnavi (Mikir). 

Description. Forehead and short supercilium white; crown 
deep rufous ; ear-coverts white in front and ashy behind ; upper 
plumage and exposed part of wings olive-brown tinged with 
fulvous, the mantle suffused with ashv and with blackish shafts; 
tail brown, strongly cross-rayed; cheeks, chin and throat white : 
breast white with black shaft-lines; sides of neck deep grey, 
running on to sides of breast; remainder of lower parts fulvous 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris deep, bright red ; eyelids blue-grey; 
legs dark blackish or purplish brown, claws horn-colour; bill 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to ISO rum.; wiug 55 to 
64 mm. ; tail about 80mm.; culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Lower hills and sub-montane tracts from Nepal 
to Eastern Assam. 

Nidification. These little Babblers breed from April to July, 
probably often having two broods. They build either on the 
ground, or very close to it, in grass-land, cane-jungle and iu low 
scrub and mixed jungle. The nest is domed and measures about 
7" x4" with an entrance near the top about 2" in diameter; it is 
composed of bamboo leaves or grass, according to whichever is the 
most easily obtained and is lined with grass or, occasionally, a 
few fine roots. The eggs, which number either three or four, 
rarely five, in a clutch, are broad, obtuse ovals in shape and with 
stout, glossy texture. The ground-colour is generally a pure 
ehimi-white, rarely pinkish, and they are densely covered all over 
with spots and blotches of umber and reddish brown. Forty 
eggs average 18-&X 13*2 mm. 

Habits. The Bed-capped Babbler frequents plains and low hills 
of grass, reeds or bush-jungle, rarely, if ever, entering forest-land. 
It goes about in pairs, creeping about the lower cover and every 
now and then taking little flutters to the top branches or longest 
grasses, and then dropping down again, after uttering a few sweet 
notes. They call constantly to one another but are not noisy 
birds. They are found from the plains up to about 3,000 feet, 
but more often below 1,000 feet than over. 


(228) Timalia pileata jerdoni. 

The Burmese Bed-capped Babbler. 

Timalia jerdoni Walden, A. 31. N, fit., (4) x, p. 61 (1872) (Pegu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole plumage more ferruginous than in 
T. p. b eng ale ns is ; the sides of the breast and flanks are more 
olive, but there is more white in the centre. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding race. 

Measurements. On an average this is a larger bird than the 
Bengal form, the wing measuring from 60 to 68 mm. and the other 
parts in proportion. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Burma in suitable 
localities from the plains up to some 2,000 or even 3,000 feet; 
Siam to 8. China. 

Nidihcation. Breeds from May to July, making a nest similar 
to that of the last bird, placed in the same kind of situation. The 
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eggs also resemble those of the western form, but measure about 
18*7X 14*9 min. 

Habits. Do not differ from those of the last bird. Harington 
states that he only found the bird in damp low-lying places in 
TJpper Burma, whilst Oates speaks of its frequenting gardens 
in Lower Burma. 

Genus DUMETIA Blyth, 1849. 

This genus, which contains two common species, resembles 
Timalia very closely in structure, especially in the stiffness of 
the feathers of the forehead and crown. The essential difference 
between the two genera is that in Dumetia the bill is much 
smaller, more slender and of a pale colour, whereas in Timalia 
it is larger , deeper and black. 

Key to Species and Subspecies . 

A. Chin and throat rufous. I), hyperythra , p. 228. 

B. Chin and throat white. v * [p. 229. 

a. Forehead only pale rufous. I). albiyularis albiyularis, 

b . Whole crown rufous with pale shafts . D. a. abnensis, p. 230. 

(229) Dumetia hyperythra, 

Tiie Bufous-belwed Ba.bblisii. 

Timalia hyperythra Frank!., P. Z. S., 1831, p. 118 (Ganges near 
Benares). 

Dumetia hyperythra. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 133. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and anterior half of crown reddish 
brown, the feathers of the former rigid and pointed, with large 
fulvous streaks and with the shafts black when viewed in certain 
lights; feathers round the eye white; upper plumage, tail and 
exposed wing olive-brown, the tail cross-rayed ; cheeks fulvous 
with pale shafts ; ear-coverts like the upper plumage but paler 
and with still paler shafts; entire lower plumage pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light to dark brown ; bill pale horny 
or pale livid brown ; legs pale fleshy-white to fleshy-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 335 to 145 mm.; wing 53 to 
56 mm.; tail about 65 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 20 mm.; culmen 
about 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution, This little Babbler is found South as far as 
Kb an da I a on the West and the (xodaveri Valley on the Fast. 
Thence it is found throughout the Central Provinces, Central 
India, Cliota Nagpur, the dry western portions of Bengal, Orissa 
and Behar, and thence to the Lower Himalayas from ISikkim to 
Ktimaon. To the West it occurs as far as longitude 75°. 
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Nidification. The llufous-bailied Babbler breeds from early 
June to the end of August and early September, making a ball- 
shaped nest of grass and bamboo leaves, lined with finer grass or 
a little bail-, sometimes with no lining at all; in size it varies 
in diameter front 5 to 6 inches. Often the nest is placed in, or 
at the foot of, a clump of bamboos, at other times in grass, 
bushes or cacfus hedges. The eggs number three or four, and 
are in shape short, blunt ovals with a smooth and rather glossy 
texture. The ground is white varying occasionally to pink, and 
they are rather profusely marked all over with specks and blotches 
of light reddish to dark brown, generally more numerous at the 
larger end. Fifty eggs average 17 - 3 x 13-8 mm. 

Habits. This little bird is a typical Babbler in all its ways. 
Though much more shy than the “Seven-Sisters” group, it has 
the same gregarious, cheerful habits, the same follow-ray-leader 
style of clambering along from one tuft of grass or one bush to 
another and, like those birds, is very conversational and argumenta¬ 
tive, though it indulges in softer notes and fewer quarrels. It 
prefers mixed scrub and grass, or grass alone, to other haunts, 
but may also be found in bamboo-jungle and thin forest or 
secondary grow th. 



Fig. 40.—Head oF 7). a. albigularis. 


(230) Dumetia albigularis albigularis. 

The Small White-throated Babbler. 

Matmwercus albigularis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 453 (184s) 
(Mysore). 

Dumetia albigularis. Blanf. & Oates, i,- p. 134. 

Vernacular names. Pandi-jitta (Tel.) ; Batitchia (Ceylon). 

Description. Similar to the last, but with a pure white throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to pale grey; bill fleshy, 
horny-brown on culmen; legs and ieefc pale fleshy or livid fleshy, 
claws horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 155 mm.; wing 52 to 
50 mm.; tail about 57 to 64 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
about 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South-West India as far North as 
Belgauin. 

Nidification. In Ceylon this little Babbler has two breeding 
Seasons, and Mr. Wait has taken eggs from November to March 
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again in June and July, but in S. India it appears to breed 
principally in the two latter months. It is found from the level 
of the plains up to at least 3,000 feet, making a little ball-shaped 
nest of grass about 4 to 5 inches in diameter .and without any 
lining. It may be placed on any kind of grass, weed or scrub- 
jungle, the first being the favourite and either on the ground or, 
more often, wedged in amongst thorns and grass. The full 
clutch is either three or four and the eggs are miniatures of those 
of Timalia and hardly distinguishable from those of the last bird. 
Fifty eggs average 17*8 x 18*5 mm. 

Habits. The White-throated Babbler may be found in almost 
any kind of cover other than actual forest. Like the last bird, it 
associates in small parties, which feed either on the ground or 
low down in the bushes and grass, skulking about much in the 
same way as Turdoidcs and Argya , constantly uttering a low 
chattering call with an occasional louder whistle or chirp. Like 
the others of the genus, they are almost entirelv insectivorous, 
and are peculiarly fond of ants and termites. Their flight is weak 
and ill-controlled. 

(231) Dumetia albigularis abuensis. 

The Mount Abu Babbler. 

Dumetia albiqularis abuensu llavington, J. B. N. II. S., xxiii, p. 429 
(1915) (Mt. Abu). 

Vernacular names. Pandi (Tel.). 

Description. Differs from the last bird in having the whole 
crown chestnut arid the under parts much darker. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last, but the iris dark brown. 

Measurements the same as in the last. 

Distribution. The country round Mt. Abu, Deesa, and down to 
Mahabalesh war. 

Nidification and Habits as in Dumetia a.'albigularis. Three 
eggs taken by Lieut. IT. E. Barnes in Deesa measure about 
17*6 x 14 0 mm. 

Genus GAMPS0RHYHCHU3 Blylh, 1844. 

This genus contains but one species, races of which are found 
from Sikkim to the Malay Peninsula. 

They are birds of rufous or golden-hiown plumage w ith white 
heads and breasts, but the young differ from the adults in having 
the white replaced with the colour of the upper parts, a feature in 
which they differ from nearly all the other Timaliidce. 

The ail is longer than the wing and much graduated, the outer 
feath mg less than two-thirds the length of the central pairs. 
The bib Hit half the length of the head aud very Shrike-like in 
appearance : therictal bristles are very loug. The tarsus is typi¬ 
cally stout, but rather short in comparison to the size of the bird. 
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The habits, which are now well known, agree well with those 
of the more arboreal Timaliicla?, but their niclification would seem 
to link them with the genus Volvocivora and its allies. Its 
position is extremely doubtful, but for the present I retain the 
genus in the position given it by Oates. 



Fig. 41 .—Head of G. r. rufulus. 


Gampsorhynchus rufulus. 

Key to Subspecies. 


G. r. ruf ulus , p. 231. 
G. r. torquatus , p. 232. 


A. Upper plumage golden-brown 

B. Upper plumage rufous-brown 


(232) Gampsorhynchus rufulus rufulus. 

The White-headed Shrike-Babbler. 

Gampsorhynchus rufulus Blytli, »T. A. S. B., xiii, p. 371 (1844) (Dar¬ 
jiling) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 135, 

Vernacular names. Ghongio-phep-pho (Lepcha); Baophlantu - 
tiba (Caehari). 

Description. The whole bead, neck and breast white; rictal 
bristles black and white in front, pure white behind; upper 
plumage, tail and wings golden brown ; lower and median coverts 
and edge of wing white: quills dark brown ; tail edged interiorly 
and tipped with yellowish buff; lower plumage pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale lemon-white to deep golden 
yellow; bill pale fleshy-horny, darker at base and on culmen; 
legs reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 to 260 nun.; wing 90 to 
100 mm.; tail 110 to 120 mm.; tarsus about 26 to 28 mm.; culmen 

about 20 to 21 mm. , _ , t , 

The young bird has the white of the head and breast replaced 
with light chestnut, the fulvous of the abdomen extending on to 
the lower breast; there is no white on the wing and the upper 
parts are more rufous. 

The adult, plumage probabW takes two years for completion, as 
the male has been found breeding in semi-mature dress. 

Distribution. The lower hills of Sikkim and Bhutan, Assam 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills and Arrakan. 
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Nidification. Breeds in forest, making a shallow cup-shaped 
nest of dead leaves, a scrap or two of moss, one or two tiny twigs, 
all carelessly and untidily bound together with cobwebs and lined 
with fine roots and tendrils. The whole structure reminds one 
more of a Cuckoo-Shrike’s nest rather than that of a Babbler. 
One found by myself was built in a small fork of a straggly bush, 
quite unconcealed and easily reached by hand. It contained four 
eggs with a pale yellowish ground-colour well covered with 
freckles, specks and blotches of reddish brown, numerous every¬ 
where blit more so at the larger end. They were much like large, 
dully coloured and brown eggs of Copsychas. They measured 
28*1 X 17*1 mm., and were taken, very hard-set, on the 9th August. 

Habits. This curious Babbler is found during the cold weather 
principally between ,000 and 2,500 feet, frequenting bamboo-, 
bush- and grass-jungle and, less often, secondary growth. In the 
breeding season it is found nearly up to 4,000 feet, and then 
deserts the lighter form of cover for the densest and dampest 
forests. It is like the birds of the genera Garrulax and Trockalo- 
jpterum in being very gregarious and very noisy, but, unlike 
them, keeps entirely to trees and bamboos and never works 
on the ground for its food. They are intensely curious and 
by no means shy, and will allow close observation without 
resentment. They fly fairly well and are much more active on 
the wing than most of the Timaliidce. 


(233) Gampsorhynchus rufulus torquatus, 

The Hing-neckei) Shrike-Babbler. 

Gampsorhynchus torquatus Hume, V. AS. B., 1874, p. 107 (Young’- 
zafin River); Blarjf. & Oates, i, p. 136. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from G, r. rufulus in having the upper 
plumage rufous-brown ; the outer webs of the first primaries and 
the tips of all horny-grev; the tail is edged and tipped with 
white instead of buff and the sides of the neck are marked with 
rufous and black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird, but the legs are described 
as “ greyish white, slaty white or fleshy white with a blue tinge.” 

Measurements as in White-headed Shrike-Babbler. 

Distribution. The Toungoo Hills and Karenni to Tenas- 
serim. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits do not seem to differ from those of the White-headed 
Shrike-Babbler. Davison procured them both in bamboo and 
evergreen forest. 


0 



PYCTORHIS S. SINENSIS. 
The Yellow —eyed Babbler. 
a /3 life sire. 
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Genus PYCTORHIS Hodgson, 1844. 

This genus is peculiar to India, Burma and Siam and, if one 
includes Moupinia pceciloiis Verreaux, to China. 

It is characterized by a very short, deep bill without a notch 
and with oval and exposed nostrils ; the tail is long* and well 
graduated, the outermost feathers being about half the length of 
the central ones. ... 

This genus was very well worked out by Harington, with whose 
conclusions 1 am in complete accord, but yet another geographical 
race named by Ticehurst must be added to the number. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A, Bill black; forehead plain rufous. 
a. Nostrils vellow. 

a\ Upper parts paler.. V. sinensis sinensis, V. 233. 

b'. Upper parts darker and richer. 1\ s. saturation, p. 234. 

Ik Nostrils black.. • 3P. nasalis , p. 235. 

B. Bill yellowish brown ; forehead blackish 

with grey margins. 

e. Upper plumage reddish brown. ; LP* 

p. Chin, throat and upper breast whitish P. altirostris altirostris , 
d'. Chin, throat and upper breast grey .. R. a. griseigularis , p. 230. 
d. Upper plumage earthy-brown, chin and 

throat white ..... &'«. scindicvs , p. 237. 



Fig. 42.—Head of P. s. sinensis. 


(234) Pyctorhis sinensis sinensis. 

The Lntdiak Yellow-eyed Babbler. 

Rams sinensis , Gmel., S. N., i, p. 1012 (1788) (Sina) (China). 

Pyctorhis sinensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 137. 

Vernacular names. Gal-chasm, or Bulal-chasm (Hind., South); 
Bara-podna (Hind., N.W.P.); Terra Kali-iitta (Tel.). 

Description. "Whole upper plumage, ear-coverts and sides of 
the neck rufescent brown, changing to cinnamon on the exposed 
parts of the wing-quills ; lores, a short eyebrow, the eyelids, chin, 
throat, cheeks and breast pure white; abdomen, vent, flanks 
and under tail-coverts pale fulvous ; tail faintly cross-raved. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale lemon-yellow to brightest golden; 
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bill black, yellowish at the nostrils ; legs pule orange-yellow; 
claws pinkish ; mouth yellow in winter, black in summer. 

Measurements. Length about 170 to 180 rain.; wing 65 to 
70 ram.; tail about 85 to 90 ram.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culraen 
about 12 mm. 

Distribution. Whole of India and Burma, except those portions 
noted as the habitat of the next form, South to Tenasserim and 
extending into Siam and Annum. 

Nidification. In Assam this Babbler breeds principally between 
the 15th May and 15th July, but in India, further south, they 
breed from June to September, whilst Col. Sparrow took them 
in Trimulgherry in October. The nest is a beautifully built cup 
or inverted cone of line soft grass and fibre lined with the same 
and- well bound with cobwebs. It may be placed in a bush, 
a weed, a clutnp of grass or in sugar-cane or crops. In Assam 
they build in the centre of the great seas of sun -grass which run 
for miles over the undulating plateaus between 1,000 and 3,000 
feet and are never found elsewhere, but in other parts of India 
they build in all kinds of scrub- and grass-land and even in 
gardens. The eggs number three to five and vary greatly in 
colour. The most common type is pale yellowish or pirik 
in ground-colour, rather densely marked all over with light red 
speckles and spots or more rarely blotches. Another type has 
bold smears and blotches of pale pinky red, reddish brown or 
deep purple-brown, sometimes with a few irregular streaks and 
lines and generally with some underlying marks of a dull neutral 
tint. A third type has a pure white ground with bold blotches 
of deep purple-brown at the larger end. 100 eggs average 17*9 x 
14-9 nun.; the maxima are 20*3 x 16*5 and 20*1 x 16*6 mm., and 
the minima 16*8 x 15*0 and 17*0 x 13*6 mm. 

Habits. Found at all elevations from the plains up to nearly 
6,000 feet, but is most common under 2,500 feet. It is not a 
gregarious bird, but keeps in pairs, wandering about in grass, 
scrub, secondary growth and even in gardens and the bushes 
surrounding villages, but never in forest. It clambers about 
much as the typical Babblers do in the lower growths, but does 
not feed on the ground and flies better and more freely than 
they do. It has a sweet note, almost a song, in the breeding 
season, which it frequently utters from the top of some high 
piece of grass or other perch elevated above its surroundings. 

(235) Pyctorhis sinensis saturation 

The Bhutan Yellow-eyed Babbleb. 

Pyctorhi* * in ms is saturatior Ticehurst, Bull. B. O. C. ; xlii, p. 57 
(1922) (Bhutan Doars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. u Upper parts, especially head, saturated ; very 
dark brown, paling only on tbe rump. Chestnut colour of wings 
darker ” (Ticehurst). 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

Distribution. 44 Bhutan and Buxa Do oars, Sikkim” (Ticsfoirst). 
I cannot distinguish this bird from those ootained in Nepal and 
the whole of West Assam, North of the Brahmaputra. Birds from 
the South of this river and from Bengal and the Chin Hills are 
nearer the typical form. 

Nidification similar to that of the typical race and 12 eggs in 
my collection average exactly the same as those of that bird. 

Habits. This is a common bird in all the wide grass-covered 
areas from the foot-hills up to at least 6,000 feet. It has, of 
course, exactly the same habits as the last bird, from which it is 
only very slightly distinguished in colour. 

(236) Pyctorhis sinensis nasalis. 

The Ceylon Yellow-eyed Babbler. 

Pyctorhis nasalis Legge, A. M. N. H., (5) iii,p. 169 (1879) (Ceylon); 

‘ Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 138. 

Vernacular names. Ferra-Kali-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Differs from P, s. sinensis in having the exposed 
portions of the wing-quills eoncolorous with the back, and in 
having more white on the sides of the head. 

Colours of soft parts similar to the typical form, but with very 
little or no yellow about the nostrils. 

Measurements. A rather smaller bird than the Indian form*; 
wing 59 to 63 mm. and other measurements in proportion. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Breeds from December ( W . IT. A. Phillips) to 
May ( Legge ), making a nest similar to that of P, s. sinensis but 
laying only two or three eggs. The few eggs 1 have seen resemble 
the most common type of egg described above for P. s. sinensis , 
but they only measure 17*5 x 13*8 mm. (19*4 x 14*4 mm., Hume), 

Habits. The same as those of the preceding subspecies. 


(237) Pyctorhis altirostris altirostris. 

Jerdon’s Babbler. 

Ckrysomma altirostris Jerd., Ibis, 1862, p. 22 (Thayetmyo). 
Pyctorhis altirostris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 139. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and a broad stripe to the eye hoary grey 
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with black centres to the feathers ; sides of bead and neck rufous- 
grey-brown ; whole upper plumage reddish brown, darkest on the 
wings and tail; chin, throat and upper breast whitish ; remainder 
of lower plumage pale fulvous, 

Colours of soft parts. “ Upper mandible pale horn colour, lower 
pinkish flesh-colour ; iris hazel-brown • eyelid and orbital skin 
greenish yellow ; legs and feet pinkish brown (Oates). 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing o7 to 
02 nun.; tail about 80 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen about 
12 mm. 


Distribution. Tbe plains of Lower Burma. 

Nidification. A nest and eggs sent to me as belonging to this 
bird de not differ from those of the Yellow-eyed Babbler, the 
eggs being of the boldly marked cream-coloured type. The five 


eggs men$ure 17*0x14*1 mm. 


50 . 

Habits. This Babbler seems to be confined to swampy, low- 
lying plains, covered with ekra or elephant-grass where it is very 
abundant. It is, however, such an inveterate skulker and flies so 
seldom that it is very hard to watch or to shoot unless high 
floods practically cover its hiding places. It lives in great part 
on grasshoppers, large and small, and its note is said to be quite 
different from that of sinensis but has not been more minutely 
described. 


(238) Pyctorhis altirostris griseigularis. 

Hume’s Babbles, 


Pyctorhis griseigularis Hume, S. F., v, p. 116 (1877) (Assam). 

Vernacular names. Tiri-sorai (Assamese). 

Description. Differs from Jordons Babbler in having the chin, 
throat and upper breast grey instead of white, and the lower 
breast, abdomen and flanks dull rufous instead of pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Bill pale horny, nearly white towards 
base of lower mandible ; legs pale fleshy or orange-brown ; feet 
darker ” (Hume) ; iris brown or golden brown, eyelid and orbital 
skin yellowish green. 

Measurements. Wing 62 to 64 mm. 

Distribution. The sub-Himalayan plains from tbe Bhutan 
Duars to the extreme east of Assam ; (Xehar and Sylhefc Plains. 

Nidification. I found this little Babbler very common and 
breeding in great numbers in the ekra and elephant-grass plains 
in ]Sf. Lakhimpur, where I took several nests. These are facsimiles 
of the neat, compact cups of the Yellow-eyed Babbler, but are 
less often shaped like inverted cones, having the bottom rounded 
off. The nests found were always spotted by tbe bird being seen 
to quit, otherwise in these vast seas of grass they would never be 
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seen, for though they will sit on the nest until an elephant or 
buffalo almost touches them, they slink away amongst the grass 
long before a man on foot can get near them. I obtained nests 
in tlie months of April and July, but presume they are principally 
“Bains” breeders when their food—grasshoppers— are most 
numerous. The few eggs I have seen are very beautiful, having 
a pale or bright pink ground-colour, with handsome blotches and 
smears of reddish brown or light red with secondary markings 
of neutral tint. Fourteen eggs average about 18-1 X 14*6 mm. 

Habits. This little Babbler seems to be found only in the 
plains or in the rolling stretches of 64 sun-grass ” lands on the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas. It is found always in pairs and 
always in grass of some liind though this may be anything from 
two to twenty feet high. It has a sweet little song of some dozen 
notes or so which it sings from the highest piece of grass near its 
nest. 

(239) Pyctorhis altirostris scindicus. 

The Sixd Baebleb. 

Pi/ctorhzs altirostris scindicus I Iarington, Jour. B. N. H. S., xxiii, 
p. 424 (1918) (Sukku-r in Scind). 

Vernacular names. Mullala (Sind). 

Description. Differs from Jerdon’s Babbler in having the upper 
plumage fulvous, chin and throat white, breast and remainder of 
lower plumage ochraceous. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. a. altirostris. 

Measurements. Wing 65 mm. ; eulmen 12 mm. 

Distribution. Sind only. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus PELLORNEUM Svvainson, 1831. 

In this genus I include Harington’s three genera — Pellorneum , 
Scotoeichla and Drymocataphus, the last and first only of which 
Oates recognized in the Avifauna. These genera have generally 
been divided on account of the alleged difference in the compara¬ 
tive length of wing and tail, but a glance at the measurement s of 
the various species suffices to show that this does not form a 
sufficient ground for their separation. Thus Pellorneum palustre 
has always been accepted as a typical Pellorneum , yet this is the 
only species or race in the three genera in which the tail exceeds 
the wing in length. In all the other species the tail is always 
shorter than the wing, and the three genera only differ in this 
respect in degree. 

In Pellorneum , as now accepted, the tail is shorter than the wing, 
with the one exception of P. palustre , but is equal to or longer 
than twice the length of the tarsus : the bill is about equal to, or 
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a little more than, three quarters the length of the head, straight 
and notched at the tip ; the nostrils are not overhung by hairs 
and the rietal bristles are very short. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Breast boldly streaked with dark brown. 

a. Mantle not streaked. 

a'. Crown rufous.,. P. rujicepsrufleeps, p. 288. 

f}’. Crown pale chestnut.. P. r. subochraccum, p. 239. 

c'. Crown dark chestnut. P. r. granti , p. 240. 

b. Mantle streaked with dark brown. 

d\ Upper back streaked with dark brown. 

a" . Less olive, more rufous . P. r. mandeUii , p. 240. 

Less rufous, more olive .P. r. jonesi, p. 241. 

e\ Upper back with no definite streaks. P. r. minus, p. 242. 

B. Breast streaked brown and greyish bud*.. P. palustrc, p. 242. 

C. Breast either not streaked at all or only 

obsoletely so. 

c. Crown coneolorous with back ; forehead 

without pale shaft*. 

/'. Above f ulvous olive-brown. P. tickelli tickdli , p. 247. 

g'. Above rufescent olive-brown . P. /. assamensis , p. 248. 

<1. Crown coneolorous with back but fore¬ 
head pale shafted. 

h\ Breast tinged brownish . Pjgnotumigriotum, p.243. 

i\ Breast tinged bright rufous. Pri. cinnamomeum, p. 244. 

c. Crown darker than back. [capillum, p. 245. 

Cap nearly chocolate-brown........ P. fuscicapillum fusci- 

k\ Cap olive-brown . P. f. babautti, p. 245. 

<!', Cap black . P.nigricapitatum, p. 246. 


(240) Pellorneum ruficeps ruficeps. 

The SforrED Babbxeb. 

Pellorneum nificeps Swains., F. Bor.-Am., Birds, p. 487 (1831) 
(Nilgiris); Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 141. 

Vernacular names. Adavi-lika-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape dull rufous; whole 
upper plumage and exposed parts of wings, sides of neck and tail 
olive-brown, the latter tipped with white; lores and an indistinct 
superciliutn creamy-white ; sides of the head rufous, paler than 
the crown and mottled with black round the eye, and the ear- 
coverts streaked with brown; chin, throat and cheeks white; 
lower plumage white or pale fulvous white boldly streaked with 
black on the breast and flanks and suffused with olivaceous on 
the latter and thighs; under tail-coverts olive-brown edged with 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to crimson-iake, but cinnamon- 
brown in the young ; upper mandible dark brown, lower white to 
fleshy-white; lege, feet and claws fleshy-white. 
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Measurements. Length about 160 to 170 mm.; wing 72 to 
76 mm.; tail 64 to 67 mm.; tarsus about 26 mm.; eulnien about 
17 to 18 mm. 

Distribution. The Indian Peninsula south of Khaudesh and the 
hills of Chota Nagpur. Cachar birds formerly identified for me 
as ruficeps are nearer minus, but the normal birds of this part of 
Assam are mandeUii. Birds of S.W. India from Coorg, Wynand, 
S.W. Mysore and Travaneore belong to the race called granti. 

Nidification. This bird breeds iu March, April and May, 
making a very rough globe-shaped nest of leaves and grass, very 
flimsy and fragile and, according to Miss Coekburn, often a mere 
canopy for the eggs, which rest on fallen leaves and rubbish. It 
is invariably placed on the ground and generally under shelter of 
a stone or bush. The eggs are either two or three in number 
and in shape broad, regular ovals. The general colour is a very 
pale greenish or yellowish white, profusely speckled and freckled 
all over with reddish brown and underlying spots of pale grey 
and neutral tint. They average about 21-1 x 16-3 mm. 

Habits. The Spotted Babbler is found from about 2,000 feet up 
to some 6,000 feet or higher, descending lower in the winter but 
not apparently breeding. According to Miss Coekburn and 
Jerdon it goes about in small flocks when not nesting, but other 
observers record it as being found in pairs or singly. It haunts 
scrub-jungle and secondary growth and also undergrowth in tree- 
forest, not ascending into trees but, on the other hand, often 
bopping about on the ground in search of its insect food. It 
keeps lip a constant chatter and has a wide variety of notes, 
occasionally loud and discordant but for the most part soft and 
often sweet and pleasing. It is a shy bird and shuns observation. 

(241) Pellorneum ruficeps subochraceum. 

Thr Malay Spotted Baihilbp. 

Pellorneum subochraceum Swinh., A.M.N. IT., (4) vK, p, 259(1871) 
(Rangoon) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 142. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very close to the last bird, but lias the crown 
chestnut and is smaller. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris red ; upper mandible dark brown, 
lower yellow at the base, changing to light brown at the tip: 
legs light brownish yellow v (Oates). 

Measurements. Wing 02 to 08 mm., average about 64 mm. 

Distribution. Lower Burma from Toungoo and the Karen 
.Hills to the Malay Peninsula, Ann am and Cochin China. 

Nidification. Apparently exactly like that of P. r. mandellii , 
described hereafter. Breeds from March to August, probably 
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having two broods. The eggs only differ from those of P. r. 
mandellii in averaging rather smaller ; 20 measure about 21*6 X 
16*4 mm. 

Habits. Those of MandellTs Babbler. 

(242) Pellorneum ruficeps grant! 

The Ttiaya^cobe Spotted Babbleb. 

Pellorneum ruficeps granti Harington, Bull, B. O. C., xx.viii, p, 381 
(1913) (Tmvancore), 

Vernacular names. Adavi-likti-jittu (Tel.)* 

Description. Similar to P. r. ruficeps but altogether a darker, 
mote richly coloured form. The head is dark chestnut rather than 
rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iridea dark red-brown to crimson ; bill 
above black, below horny-white; legs, feet and claws pale fleshy. 
Measurements. Length about 100 to 170 mm.; wing 74 to 
78 mm.; oilmen 18 mm.; tarsus 28 mm. 

Distribution. S.W. India, Tmvancore, Wvnaad, Coorg and 
8.W. Mysore. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. Eggs sent me by Messrs. J. 
Stewart and T. F . Bourdillou are not separable from those of the 
Spotted Babbler and measure almost 21*8 x 16*3 mm. 

Habits. Is found throughout its range between 1,500 and 
4,000 feet, but principally about 2,000 feet. 

(243) Pellorueum raficeps mandellii. 

MaxbellTs Spotted Babbleb. 

Pellorneum mandcllnltil&ut., J. A. S. B,xli, p. 165 (1844) (Sikkim }; 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 140. 

Vernacular names. Dao-priti-fii (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from all preceding forms in having the 
feathers of the bind neck and sides of the neck blackish on the 
outer web, creamy-buff on the inner, forming broad streaks on 
the sides of the mantle. The lower plumage is more fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris haze) to deep crimson, dull pale brown 
in the young; upper mandible dark horny-brown, lower pale 
yellowish or horny-white ; legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Length about 165 to 175 mm.; wing 66 to 
73 mm., average 70 mm.; tail about 66 to 68 mm.; tarsus about 
25 to 26 mm.; cuhneii about 16 to 17 mm. 

Distribution. From Nepal eastwards through the Himalayas, 
North and South of the Brahmaputra in Assam, Manipur, extreme 
North of Chin and Kachin Hills, and Bhamo. 
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Nidification, Mandelli’s Babbler breeds from March to May, a 
second brood being very often found from May to July or even 
August. Their favourite elevation is between 2,000 and 3,000 feet 
and their favourite country bamboo-jungle, the lightest of grass or 
scrub undergrowth, or poor secondary growth in deserted culti¬ 
vation ; more rarely their nests may be found in undergrowth of 
forests. Wherever found the nests are always on the ground 



Fig. 43.—Head of P. r, mandellii. 


unless in bamboo clumps a few inches to 2 or 3 feet above 
it. They are made of grass and bamboo leaves, or of the latter 
alone merely lined with grass and in shape are large oval balls. 
Sometimes, when the fallen leaves lie so thick as to completely 
hide the nest, this is merely a deep cup or semi-domed affair and 
I have seen such buried deep in piles of bamboo leaves and dead 
grass. They are very fond of placing their nests at the edge of 
elephant or gaur tracks, where it seems a wonder they can escape 
being trampled on. The eggs, three or four in number, are like 
those of P . 7\ ruficeps , but are perhaps rather more richly marked 
on the whole. 200 eggs average 22*4 x 16*3 rum. ; maxima 
24T9 x 17*1 and 21*7 x 18-8 mm.; minima 20*5 x 16*1 and 20*6 x 
15-3 mm. 

Habits. During the winter this little Babbler goes about either 
in pairs or family parties of five or six, frequenting the kind of 
cover described above. They are very restless, energetic birds, 
constantly on the move and .keeping up a never-ending chatter 
amongst themselves. They feed both on the ground and on 
bushes and grass, and from their partiality to thin cover are easy 
to watch as long as one keeps perfectly still, but a movement of 
band or foot sends them scuttling oft' into denser cover, whence 
they loudly expostulate against the disturber. They have many 
sweet notes as well as harsh ones, but their prevailing note is that 
of the genus, a constantly repeated “ pretty-dear, pretty-dear.” 

(244) Pellornenm ruficeps jonesi. 

The Western Spotted Babbler. 

Pellorneum ruficeps jonesi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C. xli, p. 9 
(1920) (Kalka). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from Maruielli’s Babbler in having the 
general tone of plumage more brown and less olive ; the cap is 
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more brown and the black markings on the nape even more highly 
developed. 


Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in mandellii ; wing 
74 mm 

Distribution. Kalka, Bhagat State, N.W. Himalayas ; Garhwal. 

Nidlfi. cart ion unknown. 

Habits. Shot by Mr. A. E. Jones in thick undergrowth of 
forest. 

(245) Pellorneum ruficeps minus. 

Sharpe’s Spotted Babbler. 

Pellorneum minus Hume, S. F., i, p. 298 (1873) (Thayetmyo) ; 

. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 141. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Intermediate between mandellii and subochracewn , 
having the bind neck streaked but no dark markings on the back 
as in the former. 

Colour’s of soft parts and Measurements as in mandellii . 

Distribution. Constant in character in the Chinclwin, Chin 
Hills, Myingyan, Meik ila districts, and Central Burma to 
Thayetmyo. Individuals quite inseparable from this form occur 
throughout the range of P. r. mandellii, and are quite common in 
Assam, south of the Brahmaputra. The distribution is most 
puzzling, the more so as now and then specimens of this form 
are also met with in the area occupied by subochraceum. It is 
rather doubtful whether it should .be given the status of a sub¬ 
species. 

Hidification and Habits similar to those of mandellii . Forty 
eggs a v erage a bo u t 21 * 5 x 16 * 4 mm. 

(246) Pellorneum palustre. 

The Marsh Spotted Babbler. 

Pellorneum palustre Jerdon.Ibis, 1872, p. 300 (Clierrapunji, Assam); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 143. 

Vernacular names. JDao-priti-pit kashiba (Cachari). 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown, the forehead and a 
line over the lores bright rufous ; tail and exposed parts of wing 
rufous ; lores white ; cheeks white barred with brown ; ear-coverts 
rufous mottled with brown and with pale shafts ; chin, throat 
and centre of breast and abdomen white; the remainder of the 
lower plumage rich ochraceous buff; the whole breast and sides 
of the body with heavy, dark brown streaks. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris bright brown; bill horny-brown; 
base of lower mandible tinged blue; tarsus pale horny-blue ” 
(H. Stevens ). 
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Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 62 to 
68 mm.; tail about 64 to 69 mm.; tarsus about 26 mm.; culmen 
about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and N. Lak- 
him pur, North of that river. 

Nidification. I found the bird breeding in the North of 
.N. Caehar in the wide stretches of upland grass. In the hollows 
water stood for the greater part of the year, but the nests were 
built on the higher lands, tucked in amongst the roots of grass or 
under the protection of some small shi ub or weed. Later 1 found 
them breeding in Caehar and Sylhet Plains and again in Lakhim- 
pur where the nests were all built in reeds and grass on the 
banks of rivers and edges of swamps. April to June appear 
to be the breeding months, and the nest and eggs are similar 
to those of P. r, mandellii t but the latter measure only about 
206 x 15*7 nun, 

Habits. The Marsh Spotted Babbler is found principally in the 
plains, but wanders up to at least 2,500 feet. Jerdon obtained it 
both in long grass and reeds and in “ bushes and low tree-jungle,” 
but I have never seen it in cover other than grass and reeds, 
though this may vary from short sun-grass in N. Caehar, not 
2 feet high, to the dense elephant-grass of the plains, over 12 feet 
high. The note is a sharp double chirp, syllabefized by Stevens as 
M chi-chew/’ constantly repeated. They are rather noisy but very 
skulking little birds, and one seldom sees them under ordinary 
circumstances, hue when beating for game they may often be seen 
flitting in a rather lop-sided maimer from one patch of grass to 
another. 

(247) Pellorneum ignotum ignotum.. 

The Assamese Babbler. 

Pellorneum ignotum Hume, S. F., v, p. 339 (1877) (Sadiya, Assam'); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 144. 

Vernacular names. Dao-chihi (Cachari). 

Description, Whole upper plumage, tail and exposed parts of 
the wing rufescent olive-brown; wings and tail rather more 
rufescent than the back; lores and over the eyes greyish brown ; 
ear-coverts brown with paler shafts ; sides of neck like the back ; 
chin, throat, centre of breast, and abdomen dull white, very 
slightly mottled with rufesceat brown ; remainder of lower 
plumage rusty-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill pale bluish-horny, 
paler still on lower mandible; legs and feet light sienna-grey to 
fleshy. 

Measurements. Length about 150 mm.; wing 56 to 59 mm.; 
tail 51 to 55 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen about 12 to 
13 mm. 
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Distribution. Assam south of the Brahmaputra and m the 
extreme north-east, where it has been observed in Sacliya. Stevens 
also obtained it in N. Lakhimpur, west of the Subansin, so it may 
extend a good deal further* west than hitherto recorded. 

ITidification. The Assamese Babbler breeds from 3,000 feet up 
to at least 5,500, and possibly much higher, the breeding season 
commencing in May and lasting until the end of July. The nest 
is made of grasses and bamboo leaves, lined with the formei. it 
is smaller, better and more compactly made than most nests of 
this germs and very often is a deep cup in shape, rathei than 
domed. It also differs from the uest of other species of Pellomeum 
in being placed well above the ground, in bamboo clumps, tangles o 
vines or in bushes, and never on- the ground. 1’iie eggs number 
three or four, sometimes two only, and are pale pink in grouna- 
colour, with freckles of rather dark brownish red profusely 
scattered over the whole surface, but sometimes even more 
numerous at the larger end, where they may form a cap or ill- 
defined zone. In shape they are regular ovals and the texture 
is fairly close and smooth, there is but little gloss and the shell is 
rather fragile in comparison with, thy size?. I wo bundled eggs 
average 20 0 x 151 mm.; maxima 28*8X 15*5 and 21/1X 15*9 mm.; 
minima 182 x 141 mm. 

Habits. This is a shy, quiet: little bird, found either in small 
flocks or in pairs. Its notes are low and soft, and its alarm and 
call-note is a low, rippling whistle. It is most common between 
3,000 and 5,000 feet, but wanders much higher in summer and 
descends practically to the plains in winter. In this latter 
season it shows a marked fondness for bamboo-jungle, especially 
such as has a little undergrowth, but in summer it, keeps more to 
thin scrub and brushwood and even to thicker forest. It is an 
extraordinarily close sitter and will remain blinking at one from 
its nest until almost touched. 


(21S) Pellorneum ig-notum cinnamomeum. 

ilipros’s B A IIBI.KR. 


Dn/mocataphus cinnamonuut Rippon, Bull. B. O. L\, xyp. 12 (1900) 
(Loi Mai, S. Shan States). 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in having^ the] upper 
parts olive-brown and not rufescent, the breast morejrufous and 
the chin and throat whitish with arrow-shaped tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange-red; bill dark horn, the 
lower mandible paler; legs pale horn ( flariw/ton ). 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 57 mm.; tail about 50 to 55 mm.; 
tarsus about 24 in in.; culinen about 12 mm. 

Distribution. Shan States and Bhamo Hills above 5,000 feet 
to S, An 11 am. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Assamese Babbler but the 
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nest is more of ten placed in grass nearer the ground. The eggs, 
generally two only in number, sometimes three, are like those of 
that bird, but are pinker or more terra-cotta in tint. Fifty eggs 
average 20*4x15*0 mitt. 

Habits. Those of the last bird. liobinsoii and, Kloss record it 
from 8,000 feet, Dran, 8. Annam. 

(249) Pellorneum fuscicapillum fuscicapillum. 

The Brown-capped Babbler. 

Drymocataphus fuscicapillus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxiii, p. 815 (1849) 
(3.W. Ceylon). 

Pellorneum fuscicapillum . Ill an f. & Oates, i, p. 143. 

Vernacular names. Batitchia (Ceylon). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape dark chocolate-brown, 
the shafts fulvous; upper plumage dark olive-brown, the tail 
tipped narrowly with ochraceous, the feathers of the wing-coverts 
and back with pale shafts, and the edges of the primaries tinged 
with rufous ; lores, sides of the head and neck and whole lower 
plumage sienna-brown, the sides of the neck and breast with 
obscure stnations on some of the feathers, the stnations some¬ 
times obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light to deep red ; eyelid olivaceous ; 
upper mandible deep brown with a pale margin, lower flesh- 
colour ; legs and feet brownish-fleshy ; claws pale brownish (Legge). 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm.; wing 60 to 
72 mm.; tail about 56 to 61mm.; tarsus about 26 to 28mm. ; 
culmen about 16 mm. 

Distribution. South and South-West Ceylon. 

Nidification. Mr. W. E. Wait describes the nest as similar to 
that of Pellorneum rvficejjs , and the eggs also are exactly like 
rather weakly-marked specimens of that bird’s aud measure 
about 22*5x 16*8 mm. In one clutch there were three eggs, in 
the others two only. The breeding season appears to be from 
ISfoveinber to February. 

Habits. Legge describes the habits of this Babbler as much 
like those of the rest of the family. A shy skulker, frequenting 
thick cover and feeding on or near the ground. Its note be 
turns into the syllables M tb-meet-you.” 

(250) Pellorneum fuscicapillum babaulti. 

WiirAs’s Babbles. 

tScoiocichla fuscicapillum babaulti Wells, Bull. B. O. C., xxxix, p. 69 
(1919) (Trincomalee). 

Vernacular names. Batitchia (Ceylon). 

Description. Similar to the last but much paler, especially on 
the lower parts which are brownish buff rather than chestnut. 
The top of the head is olive-brown instead of blackish. 




Colours of soft parts. Iris brownish red; bill brownish flesh ; 


legs and feet flesh-grey ( Babault ). 

Measuremeuts. Wing 68 to 74 min. ; tail 57 to 62 mm.; tarsus 
28 mm. ( Wells), 

Distribution. North Ceylon. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. This form is purely a dry district form, whereas the 
last bird inhabits the wet portions of the island. 

(251) Pellorneum nigricapitatum. 

The Black-capped Babbler. 

Brachypteryx nigricapitata Eyton, I\Z. S., 1839, p. 103 (Malaya), 
Drymocataphua niyricapitatus . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 145. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The lores, a broad supercilium reaching to the 
nape and the cheeks grey, each feather with a white shaft-stripe; 
ear-coverts ashy-rufous with whitish shafts ; a very narrow 
moustachial stripe black ; forehead, crown and nape black ; the 
whole upper plumage, tail and exposed parts of the wing deep 
ferruginous brown ; chin and throat white ; sides of neck and the 
whole lower plumage ferruginous, brightest on the breast and 
tinged with brown on the flanks, lower abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris rhubarb-red; upper mandible black, 
lower fleshy-white ; legs and feet fleshy-white, slightly tinged 
with brown or reddish-horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to 180 mm.; wing 69 to 
72 mm.; tail about 52 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; culmen 
about 17 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim and S.W. Siam, down the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra. 

Nidification. Davison describes the nest as being built on the 
ground, of coarse fern roots on a foundation of twigs and leaves. 
It was placed at the base of a small clump of ferns and contained 
two eggs. They are described as creamy-white, densely speckled 
all over with iijkv-purple and purplish brown. They measure 
20*8x15*7 ram. 

Habits. The Black-capped Babbler appears to be more essen¬ 
tially a ground bird than any of its relations. Davison says that 
he never found it off the ground, and even when pressed to flight 
it always alighted again on the ground. It has the same shy, 
skulking habits of the birds of this and the last genus, and inhabits 
dense cover, most often in heavy forest. Its note is said to be a 
single loud call, and it is usually found alone or in pairs *, 


Brymoeataphm rubiginoms Walden, A. M. N. H, xv, p. 402 (1875) (Karennee) 
are nothing but young Pamatorhini of sowo kind. 
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(252) Pellorneum tickelli tickelli. 

Tickeli/s Babbler. 

Pellorneum tickelli Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxviii, p. 414 (1859) (Terns- 
serim), 

Dri/mocataphus tickelli. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 146. 

Vernacular names. Dao-busha (Cachari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage olive-brown ; the fore- 
head more fulvous; the feathers of the crown pale-shafted; 
tail rather more rufous than the back; lores, eyebrow and 



Fig. 44.—Head of P. t. tickelli , 


feathers round the eye pale fulvous; ear-coverts fulvous-brown 
with pale shafts; sides of the neck similar to the back but paler; 
cheeks and entire lower plumage fulvous, with indications of 
stripes on throat and breast; centre of abdomen and sometimes 
chin and throat albescent. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill bluish or dusky-horny above, paler 
below and more fleshy ; iris reddish brown to Indian red; eyelids 
livid or dull greenish flesh-colour; legs, feet and claws fleshy- 
white. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 160 nun.; wing 60 to 
66mm.; tail 52 to 55 rnm,; tarsus about 27 nun.; euhnen 17 to 
18 mm. 

Distribution. Assam South of the Brahmaputra, but not Bast 
of the Naga Kills, through West Burma and Karenni to Ten- 
asserim and Malay Peninsula, Siam to Annam. 

Nidification. Tickets Babbler breeds from early April to the 
end of May and also, possibly a second brood, in late June and 
July. It maybe found at this season at all heights between 3,000 
and 7,000 feet, more often over 4,000 feet than under that height. 
The nest is sometimes globular, frequently a deep cup made 
principally of flue grasses but with a few leaves, bam boo-spa thes 
or even a scrap or two of dried moss or bracken leaves added to 
the outer fabric. The lining is always of fine grasses only. It 
is never placed actually on the ground though often within a 
few inches of it but is built in some low bush, tangle of creepers 
or raspberry-vines, or occasionally, in a bamboo clump. Scrub 
near to openings forms the favourite site, but I have taken nests 
in fairly deep forest. 
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e eggs, either three or four in number, are perfect miniatures 
the dall-coloured eggs of the Dayal or Magpie-Robin. The 
ground-colour is a pale greenish grey, and tlie markings consist 
of numerous freckles and small blotches of pale reddish brown 
and secondary markings of lavender and purplish grey, scattered 
over the whole surface. The texture is fine and close, faintly 
glossed and the shape is a broad, blunt oval. Two hundred eggs 
average 20*3 x 15-7 mm. 

Habits. TickelFs Babbler is a timid, skulking bird, haunting 
low brushwood or practically any efficient cover* As a rule all 
one sees is a small brown object squatting on the ground, which 
suddenly dives into the nearest bush. They feed much on the 
ground and are so loath to fly that even trapped birds, when 
released, flew on to the ground and then made off in long, 
bounding leaps. The only note I have heard is a soft, rippling 
“ cliir-chir.” 

(253) Pellorneiim tickelli assamensis. 

Austen's Babbbek. 

Brymocataphus assamemis Sharpe, Cat. B. M., vii, p. 557 (1883) 
(Dikrang) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, pi. 147. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from Tickell'a Babbler in being a rufescent 
olive-brown above, the crown and mantle more conspicuously 
white-shafted. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Much the same as in the last. Wing 64 to 
67 mm,; tail 50 to 55 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Assam, North and South of the Brahma¬ 
putra. 

Nidification similar to that of tickelli 9 but a larger assortment 
of materials are to be found in the uests. The favourite building- 
sites are in rocky ravines with bush-covered sides, and the nests 
are often placed actually on the ground. One hundred eggs average 
19*9 x 15*7 mm. In colour they are much like those of the last 
bird but are duller and a series shows a much more olive-grey tint. 

Habits. Common all the year round from about- 700 feet 
upwards, otherwise its habits, haunts and food all agree well 
with those of the last bird. Godwin-Austen records this little 
Babbler as being very fearless, but those seen by Dr. II. N, 
Coltart and myself were very shy. 


Genus CURSONIA Skinner, 1898. 

Oates's name Gypsophila being preoccupied, Cursonici is the 
next available and must be used in its place. The genus contains 
one species only which is in many ways one of the most aberrant 
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birds in the Timaliidm In general appearance it is much like 
Pellorncum , differing from that germs in having a stronger bill 
with longer rictal bristles. The upper plumage is squamated, 
each feather being margined with black. Unlike nearly all the 
ot her members of the family, but like Qampsorhynchvs , the adults 
in this genus differ from the young in becoming much more white 
on the head and lower plumage. 

In spite of tins peculiarity Oates appears to have properly 
placed it in the Timaiiiwp, in which I retain it. The wing and 
tail are about equal in length, the former being short and 
rounded. The feathers of the forehead are soft and the rictal 
bristles highly developed; the bill is straight and about ;i3 long 
as hind toe and claw together; the nostrils are exposed and 
without overhanging hairs. 



Fig. 45.-—Head of C. crisp ifrons. 


(254) Cursonia crispifrons. 

The Lime-rock JJabblbr. 

Turdmus crispifrons Blyth, J. A.S. B., xxiv, p. 269 (1855) (Teuas* 
seriru). 

Gypsophila crispifrons . Blanf, Sc Oates, i, p. 149. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult. Whole head, neck and lower plumage 
pure white; upper plumage olive-brown, the feathers of the back 
margined with black; each inner secondary of the wing-quills 
minutely tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale red, red, light red, deep red- 
brown ; upper mandible dark brown, lower pale plumbeous ; legs, 
feet and claws dark purplish green (Jlume Colli). 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing about 
78 to 83 mm.; tail about 74 to 77 min.; tarsus about 28 mm.; 
eulmen about 17 to 19 mm. 

Birds of the first year have the forehead to back olive-brown, each 
feather margined with black; the rump, upper tail-coverts, tail 
and exposed portions of wing olive-brown; the sides of the fore¬ 
head and a short supercilium are greyish white with black specks; 
chin, throat and upper breast white, streaked with dark brown, 
especially on the breast; remainder of lower plumage ochraceous 
olive-brown. 
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Birds in intermediate plumag’e Lave the forehead and a varying 
amount of the sides of the head white; the chin and throat 
become pure white, and even the upper breast loses many of the 
streaks. 

The adult plumage seems to take some time to acquire, and 
probably, as in Gampsorhynchus, the wholly pure white head and 
under parts are not acquired until the bird is two years old. 

Distribution. The limestone ranges of Tenasserim, such as 
those at Wimpong, the Toungsha. Gyae River and Momenzeik. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Davison says that they wander about the limestone 
rocks in pairs, singly or in small parties. They are excessively 
lively, sprightly birds, keeping up a continuous twittering, 
chattering note, and occasionally one will perch itself on some 
point of a rock and, with lowered wings and erected tail, pour 
forth a tine and powerful soug. They feed principally on insects 
and land-shells, but also in part on seeds. They are not shy and 
are easy to watch and procure. He observes that this bird is 
“really a little Thrush.” 

Genus TUEDINULUS Hume, 1878. 

The genus Turdinulus of Ifume, with which I unite Corytho- 
cichla, contains a small group of Babblers which are extraordi¬ 
narily Wren-like in appearance, habits and even uidification, and 
at one time I felt convinced that they should be removed en bloc 
to the Troglody tides, Closely connected, however, with this 
genus are the birds of the genus liimator , which seems to serve 
as a connecting link with other forms of Timaliidce-, Robinson 
and Kioss’s recently-described liimator danjoui seems to still 
further strengthen these links and, though with some reluctance, 
I leave them in this sub-family. 

They are all birds with tails very much shorter than the wing; 
the plumage is soft, lax and squamated; the bill like that of 
Drymoecttaphm but with longer ricial bristles. The nostrils are 
exposed and are mere slits with no overhanging membrane. 
The tarsus is very stout and long and the feet large. 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Tail more than half length of wing. 

a. Tips of wing-feathers White. 

a'. Sides of breast and flanks chestnut. [caudatus, p. 251. 

a". Wing 65 mm. or under.. T. bvevicaudatus brevi- 

b'\ Wing over 65 mm. T. b, venningi , p. 252, 

b\ Sides of breast and flanks reddish 

brown . T, b. striatus, p. 261. 

B. Tail less than half the length of wing. 

b. Feathers of the throat spotted with black. 

o'. Colour brown washed with rufous, [p. 253, 

especially on flanks... T. roberti roberti , 
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d\ Colour dark brown, flanks dark olive- 

brown ... T. r. guttaticollisy p. 214. 

C. Feathers of the throat unspotted. ^ [p. 254. 

e'. Sides of breast and flanks rufoufe-brown, T.epilepidotusdavisom, 
f. Sides of breast and flanks dark olive- 

brown ... T f e. baker t, p. 265. 


(255) Turdinulus brevieaudatus brevieaudatus. 

The Short-tailed Wren-Babbler. 

Turdinus brevieaudatus Blyth, J. A. S. Ik, xxiv, p. 272 (1865) (Mule- 
yit Mt.). 

Corythocichla bremcaudata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 148. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and sides of the neck olive- 
brown, the feathers everywhere margined with black except on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts; tail rufascent; wings olive- 
brown, the coverts and all the quills, except the earlier primaries, 
tipped with a small white spot; lores, a short supercilium, cheeks 
and under the eye deep ashy; ear-coverts the same, tinged rufes- 
cent; chin and throat ashy-white, streaked with dark brown ; 
breast and lower plumage ferruginous, paler on the breast and 
centre of the abdomen, darker on the flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts, the latter tipped paler; centre of abdomen a somewhat 
creamy tint. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red or cinnamon-red to dark brown ; 
bill above very dark brown, lower mandible paler and more plum¬ 
beous; legs, feet and claws pale brown,thore or less tinged fleshy. 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm,; wing 00 to 05 mm.; 
tail 42 to 45 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; euhnen about 16 to 
17 mm. 

Distribution. The mountains of Tenasserim above 5,000 feet. 

Nidiftcation unknown. 

Habits. This Babbler appears to be found only in the wooded 
slopes of the higher hills where there are innumerable rocks and 
boulders. It may be found either singly or in small parties, is 
essentially a ground bird, loath to fly, quick on its legs and a 
great skulker. Davison records its call as a prolonged “ kir-r-r.” 


(256) Turdinulus brevieaudatus striatus. 

The Streaked Wren-Babbler. 

Turdinus striatus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxxix, p. 269 (1870) (Khasia 
Hills), 

Corythocichla striata . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 148. 

Vernacular names. Dao-pufii (Caehari). 

Description. Differs from the Short-tailed Wren-Babbler in 




instead of deep ashy; the 
breast and lower plumage are brown merely'tinged with rufous, 
and the wing-spots are less conspicuous and fulvous instead of 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides dark red ; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower plumbeous, darkish at the base, paler elsewhere ; 
mouth creamy-shite colour; legs and feet pale fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 56 to 61 mm.; 
tail about 4-1 to 46 ibm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen about 16 mm. 

Distribution. Assam and Manipur. Probably not North of the 
Brahmaputra. 

Nidiftcation, This Babbler breeds in May and .Tune at all 
heights above 4,000 feet, invariably in very rocky ground on steep 
well-forested bill-sides. In the Kkasia Hills it frequents rhodo¬ 
dendron forest for breeding purposes, making its deep, cup-shaped 
or semi-domed nest of dead leaves, fern fronds, grass and moss 
bound together with roots and tendrils and lined with dead leaves. 
Although fairly well put together the materials are very rotten 
and the nest falls to pieces when handled. It is always placed on 
the ground, generally in some damp situation at the foot of a tree, 
rock or other cover and so closely resembles the rest of the decay¬ 
ing vegetation round it that is very hard to find. 

The eggs number 2 1o 4 and are a glossy china-white with 
rather sparse specks and spots, or small blotches, of reddish and 
pale pinkish purple. Thirty eggs average 21*3 x 16*0 mm. 

Habits. This is one of the most shy birds and though not un¬ 
common in suitable localities is seldom seen and still less often 
possible to watch* At the slightest sound or movement if slinks 
away at a great pace on foot and at once becomes invisible, though 
its low, chirring note may be continued close by until the intruder 
leaves. It is generally found in pairs but occasionally small 
family parties may be met with in the cold weather. It is a 
purely tree-forest bird and never seems to haunt the low scrub- 
jungle or secondary growth so beloved by many Babblers and, 
even the forest, to suit it, must be damp and shady and much 
broken up into rocky ravines and steep slopes. It is found up to 
the top of the highest hills in S. Assam but in the cold weather 
may be found down as low as 3,000 feet. 

(257) Turdinulus brevicaudatus venningi. 

Venning’s Wren-Babbler. 

Turdinulus brevicaudatus venningi Hariugton , Bull, B.O. C,, xxxix, 
p. 269 (1870) (Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to T\ h. brevicaudatus but has the upper 
plumage greyer, the breast and abdomen dark rufous and the 
flanks dark brown. 
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Colours of soft parts. Irides red; bill dark brownish-horn, ]>»*, * 
eneath ; legs and feet fleshy-brown ( Venning). 
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Measurements, A larger bird than either of the two other 
races; wing 65 to 74 mm.., average 15 specimens 68 mm. 

Distribution. Southern Shan States, Burma and Yunnan. 

Nidiftcation. Nothing recorded but I have in my collection 
eggs of a Turdinulus from the S. Shan States which must be of 
this race They are exactly like those of T. b. strict us already 
described and measure 21*6 x 16*9 mm. 

Habits. Nothing recorded but Rippon obtained it in the Sal¬ 
ween Valley between 2,800 and 3,000 feet, a lower elevation than 
this species usually hauuts. 

(258) Turdinulus roberti roberti. 

Austen’s W ren-Babblek. 

Pnoeptff/a roberti Godw.-Aust, & Wald., Ibis, 1875, p. 252 (Chaka, 
Manipur), 

Vernacular names. Dcco-mojo gaskim , Dao-jwfli-kashiha (Cachari). 

Description. Above rich brown, more rufescent on upper tail- 
coverts; the feathers of head, back and scapulars edged with 
blackish and with pale greyish centres; lores grey; ear-coverts 
brown wit h grey centres ; supercilium and patch under ear-coverts 
rufous, the feathers of the latter with specks at the tips; chin and 
throat white with black specks forming three distinct lines from 
chiu to breast; breast rather rufous-brown with broad white 
centres; flanks more rufous with still paler shaft-stripes; centre 
of abdomen almost white with faint rufous edgings; under tail- 
coverts the same but darker; wing brown, the outer webs of the 
quills suffused with dark rufous, greater and median coverts and 
secondaries with distinct white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides red; upper mandible dark plum¬ 
beous, tip and lower mandible paler and tipped almost white; legs 
fleshy-brown, claws paler. 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm.; wing 50 to 55 mm.; 
tail about 18 mm.; tarsus about 18mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Cachar, Manipur, Naga Hills and Khasia Hills. 

Nidification. This little Wren-Babbler breeds freely botli in the 
3Sf. Cachur and Khasia Hills from 4,000 feet upwards from the end 
of April to the end of June, making a nest an absolute miniature 
in every way of that of the Short-tailed Babbler. Lt also places 
it in precisely the same sort of position and in the same forests. 

The eggs number three or four, more often the former, and are 
like those of T. b . brevicaudatus but smaller, not so glossy a white 
and with more numerous but smaller specks and spots. Forty eggs 
aveiaige 19*3 x 14*8 mm. 

Habits. Wren-Babbler ” describes this bird exactly and in all 


minis;*,. 



its ways it is more Wren than Babbler. They haunt dense, 
dark forest wherever there are openings for streams, pools or 
natural small glades and they specially affect places strewn 
with mossy boulders, fallen trees covered with ferns and orchids, 
old stumps etc. and over these they dodge about and scramble 
hither and thither just as does our little Wren at home. Some¬ 
times, however, they hop more sedately about amongst the fallen 
leaves, turning them over for the hidden insects, or they creep 
through the bracken and scrub more in the manner of a genuine 
Babbler.- Fiy they will not, but however hard pressed seek safety 
on their legs, scuttling away into the undergrowth where they 
speedily become non est. They are, so far as I know, always 
found in pairs and not in flocks bdt, as I have seen them princi¬ 
pally in the breeding season it may be that they collect in flocks 
in thS winter. Their cry is a rather shrill u chir-r-r ” but they have 
also a rather pleasant but low set of whistling notes. They are 
extraordinarily tame and, if quiet, one can watch them for a long 
time without disturbing them. 

(259) Turdinulus roberti guttaticollis. 

G ilint’s Wken-Babbbeb. 

Turdinulus guttaticollis Ogilvie-Grant, Ibis, 1895, p. 432 (Miri Hills, 
Assam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from Austen’s Wren-Babbler in being 
darker and browner above; the rufous on the sides of the breast 
and flanks is wanting and there is but little of this colour on the 
cheeks. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last race. 

Distribution. Hill-ranges of Eastern Assam North and South 
of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Dr. H. N. Coltart and I found Grant’s Wren- 
Babbler breeding in some numbers in the hills and broken ground 
round about Margberita. It nests from some few hundred feet, or 
even in the plains (vide Stevens), up to 6,000 feet and is an early 
breeder, most of Dr. Coltart’s and my eggs being taken in March 
and April. Nest and eggs cannot be distinguished From those of 
T. r. roberti. The latter (40) average 19*8 X 14*8 mm. 

Habits. Except that this is a bird of lower levels the description 
of the last bird’s habits would suffice for this also. 

(260) Turdinulus epilepidotus davisoni. 

Davison’s Wben-Babbbeb. 

Turdinulus davisoni O.-Grant, Bull. B. 0. C. ; xxv, p. 97 (1909) 
(Thoungyah). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from either of the two preceding birds in 
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having no black spots on the throat; the under parts are olive- 
brown, the flanks and sides of the breast more rufous. 

Measurements. Wing about 55 to 57 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim and N. Malay States. 

Midification like that of the last species. Four eggs taken 
near Perak by Mr. W. A. T. Xellow measure 18*2 x 14*8 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(263) Turdinulus epilepidotus bakeri. 

Ba ree’s Weex-Babbleb. 

Titrdinulu) s epilepidotus bakeri Harington, Bull. B. 0. C., xxxiii, 
p. 94 (1913*) (Na Noi, S. Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last in having the upper parts 
much darker and the under parts more olive-brown with no rufous 
oil the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in Austen’s Wren- 
Babbler. 

Distribution. The Southern Shan States and .Karenni, Burma. 

Nidiflcation similar to that of others of the genus. Three eggs 
sent me from the S. Shan States measure about 20*5x16*8 mm. 
arid are probably greatly above the average in size. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


Genus RXMATOR Blyth; 1847. 


The genus ,ItiMqtor appears to connect to some extent the more 
Wren-like Turdinulus with the true Babblers, both in appearance 
and habits. It is very like the former in its lax plumage and 
mottled colouring but its Jong bill, long in our bird but much 
longer in others of the genus, seems to link it with the Scimitar- 
Babblers. It is also much like these birds in its habits. 

It differs' from Turdinulus in its long, slender bill, equal in 
length to, or much longer than, the head; the culmen is curved 
downward and the tip only slightly notched. The rictal bristles 
are short and the nostrils open ovals. The tail is very short 
and the tarsi and feet very strong and powerful. 


(262) Rimator malacoptilus. 


The Long-billed When-Bajbbler. 


Itimator malacoptilus Blyth,A. S. B., xvi, p. 155 (1847) (Darjee¬ 
ling) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 175. 

Vernacular names. Karriak-timgbrelc-pho (Lepcha); Dao-mojo- 
buku-galao (Oachari). 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape, sides of the neck and mantle 
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dark rufescent brown, with very distinct fulvous shaft-stripes ; 
the feathers of the back with the inner webs black and the outer 
webs brown and with pale fulvous shafts; rump, upper tail-coverts 
and tail plain rufescent; wing-coverts and the outer webs of the 
quills rufous-brown, the former with pale shafts: lores fulvous ; 
ear-coverts rufous-ashy with paler shafts; cheeks mixed black and 
fulvous, with a black line above; chin fulvous-white; throat, 
breast and abdomen rufescent brown, with large pale fulvous shaft- 
streaks ; sides of body and thighs plain rufescent brown ; vent 
and under tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light red-brown ; upper mandible 
very dark horny, blackish at the base, paler at the tip ; gape and 
edge of lower mandible blackish, remainder pale horny ; legs pale 
livid fleshy with no tinge of red but the tarsi tinted brown, the 
soles, claw and joints very pale. 



Fig, 46.—Head of JR, malacoptilns. 


Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm, ; wing 57 
to 60 mm.: tad about 25 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culrnen 
about 21 to 24 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to E. Assam North and South of the 
Brahmaputra; Manipur and Looshai. 

Nidification. This Babbler breeds in the hills both North and 
South of the Brahmaputra throughout Assam from 4,000 feet up¬ 
wards, and in the extreme East, nearer the snowy mountains, down to 
3,000 feet. It breeds in much the same sort of country as Turdin - 
ulus but affects more open forest and nests may be found, though 
rarely, in scrub-jungle or deserted, overgrown, cultivation. The 
nest is a large domed affair, measuring 8 or 9 indies in height by 
5J to 6| in breadth, the entrance, which is near the top, measuring 
about 2 inches across. It is made of dead leaves, bracken fronds, 
grass, sometimes a little moss, and lined with dead leaves only. 
It is always placed oh the ground and nearly always amongst the 
roots of bushes or at the foot of some tree. The breeding season 
lasts from the end of April to July. The eggs are three or four in 
number, rarely five, pinkish white to pale salmon-pink in ground¬ 
colour and marked with spots and small blotches of reddish brown 
and paler smears of the same-w ith here and there lines and sciiggles 
of deep red-brown. The texture is fragile and practically gloss¬ 
less, the shape an obtuse oval and thirty eggs average in size 
2T2 x 15*5 mm. 

Habits. In habits this little bird is more of a Babbler and less of 
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a Wren than those of the preceding genus; it frequents the same 
kind of forest as Turdinulvs but may also be found in scrub and 
deserted clearings. It keeps much to the ground, on which it 
feeds in the same manner as the Scimitar-Babblers, turning over 
the leaves and scratching in the mould for insects. It has a 
sweet, chirping whistle which it utters as a call or when frightened 
or disturbed. It; keeps in pairs, not in flocks, and is wholly 
insectivorous in its diet. 

Genus HORIZILLAS Oberholser, 1905. 

The genus Horizillas is remarkable for its lengthened wings 
and, in consequence, its comparatively short tail; the plumage is 
soft and silky. The two Indian species of the genus appear to 
be more arboreal than any of the preceding genera and to have 
some what the deportment of Bulbuls, The rictai bristles are very 
conspicuous on account of their length and the bill is short and 
straight. The legs and feet are weak for Timaliine birds. The 
name Mctlacopterum Eyton is preoccupied as is Setaria Blyth *. 

Key to Species . 

4. Crown bright ferruginous . II. mayna mnyna } p. 257. 

B. Crown olive-brown . II. maynirostre, p. 258. 

(263) Horizillas magna magna. 

The Red-headed Tbee-Baiibxisr, 

Malacoptenmmaynum Eyton, J \. Z. S., 1339, p. 10*3 (Malaya); Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 151. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and crown bright ferruginous, the an¬ 
terior feathers black-shafted and the posterior ones faintly edged 
with black ; lores and a broad supercilium grey, the middle of the 
feathers whitish; the whole nape black; ear-coverts fulvous- 
brown with pale shafts; the whole upper plumage fulvous-brown, 
tinged with ferruginous on the rump, upper tail-coverts and outer 
webs of the tail-feathers ; cheeks mottled grey and white; chin, 
throat and upper breast white, streaked with grey ; remainder of 
lower plumage greyish white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris sienna-brown (young) to carmine or 
orange-red; bill dark hornv-brown above, lower mandible pale 
plumbeous white; legs, feet and claws pale plumbeous blue to 
pale smalt-blue. 

Measurements. Length about 170 to 180 mm.; wing about 
84 to 94 mm.; tail about 75 nun.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen 
about 20 mm. 


* See Oberholser, Smiths. Misc. Coil. 48, p. 04, 1905. 
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Distribution. Peninsular Purina and Siam and N, Malay Penin¬ 
sula. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. According to Davison this Babbler is almost en¬ 
tirely arboreal, hunting about in trees and bushes in small parties 
or in pairs and never descending to the ground. It. is said to be 
a purely forest bird and to be entirely insectivorous in its diet, 

(264) Horizillas magmrostre. 

The Browk-headed Tree-Babbler. 

Alcijype magniroxtve Moore, P. Z v S., 18o4 > p. 277 (Malacca). 

Malacoptemm magnirostre. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 151. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape and back olive-brown, the 
feathers of the forehead with black shafts; wing-coverts and ex¬ 
posed parts of quills rufescent olive; upper tail-coverts and tail 
bright chestnut-brown; feathers round the eye white; lores and 
an obsolete stripe over the eye grey,; cheeks and ear-coverts deep 
ash v, the latter with paler shafts ; entire lower plumage dull white, 
washed with ashy on breast, flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris cinnabar-red to lake; bill, legs and 
feet as in the last bird but less blue. 

Measurements. Length about 160 to 170 mm.; wing 80 to 
85 mm. ; tail about 55 to 57 nun.; tarsus about 21 nun.; culmen 
about 15 to 16 mm. 

Distribution. Extreme South of Tenasserim, extending South 
down the Malay Peninsula and East to Cochin China. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. Two eggs from the Water- 
stradt collection, said to have been taken on 14. 2. 1901 in East 
Malacca, are very pale yellow-creamy white with a few specks of 
light red principally in the centre of the egg-shell. In shape they 
are almost ellipses, with fine, close texture but almost glossless. 
They measure 21*8 x 16*0 and 21*3 x 15“5. 

Habits. As far as is known similar to those of the last bird. 

Genus ERYTHROCICHLA Sharpe, 1883. 

This genus is very close to the last but differs in its shorter 
wing and it is apparently a ground bird. 

(265) Erythrocichla bicolor. 

The Ferruginous Babble?, 

Brachypteryx' bicolor Less., Rev. Zool., 1839, p. 138 (Sumatra). 

Erythrocichla bicolor. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 152. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 0 

Description. Whole upper plumage ferruginous, the crown and 
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sides of the head brighter; upper tail-coverts and tail chestnut; 
lores dull white or pale fulvous; lower plumage white suffused 
with brownish on the breast and less so on the sides of the body. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale wood-brown ; upper mandible 
-dirty white, lower mandible dark brown; legs and feet fleshy- 
white. 


Fig. 47.—Head of E. bicolor. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm.; win** 72 
to 82 mm.; tail about 60 to 63 mm,; tarsus about 28 mm.; 
culmei .1 18 to 20 min. 

Distribution. Tenasserim South through the Malay Peninsula 
to Borneo and Sumatra, 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Said by Davison to be entirely a ground bird, only 
flying up into the bushes and trees when disturbed. 

Gfenus iETHOSTOMA Sharpe, 1902. 

The name Trichostoma being already occupied, Sharpe’s (ho¬ 
st oma is the earliest available for this genus. It differs from the 
last genus in having remarkably long rictal bristles and a very 
short taii. 

(266) iEthostoma rostrata. 

Blyth’s Babbler. 

Trichostoma rostrata Blyth, ,T. A. S. B., xi, p. 795 (1842) (Malaya) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 153. 

Vernacular names. ]N : one recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wings rufescent olive- 
brown, tinged with rufescent on the upper tail-coverts and outer 
webs of tail-feathers; lores whitish mottled with black; ear-coverts 
•and round the eye rufescent, the former with whitish shafts ; 
cheeks white with black shafts and tips; entire lower plumage 
white, washed with pale grey across the breast and suffused with 
ashy-brown on the sides of the breast and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale rod-brown ; upper mandible 
dark horn-brown, lower pale plumbeous blue; legs and feet rather 
dark pinkish-fleshy; claws pale horny-brown (Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 nun,; wing 70 
to 75 mm.; tail about 52 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 26 mm.; 
•culrneu about 18 to 20 mm. 
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Distribution. The extreme South of Tenasserira, extending- 
down the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 


Uidiflcation and Habits. Nothing recorded beyond the fact that 
Hume asserts it is arboreal, 

Genus MAL ACOCIN CL A Biittik., 1895. 

The genus Malacocmela differs from all the other genera of this 
subfamily with stout straight bills in having the nostrils oval and 
exposed, with no protecting membrane. The rictal bristles are 
well developed hut there are no hairs overhanging the nostrils. 
The tail is shorter than the wing. The name Turdinus being 
preoccupied, the above takes its place. 



Fig. 48.—Head of M. s. abhotti. 


(267) Malacocincla sepiaria abhotti. 

Abbott’s .Babbler. 

Malacocmela abhotti Blyth, J. A. 8. B., xiv, p. 601 (1845) ( Ramree, 
Arrakan). 

Turdinus ahboiti . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 154. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.. Whole upper plumage rich olive-brown, the fore¬ 
head with fulvous streaks, the other feathers with pale shafts ; 
exposed parts of wing-quills like the back; upper tail-coverts and 
tail deep rufous; lores round the eye and a short supereiliiini 
dark grey; ear-coverts rufous with fulvous shafts ; chin, throat 
and cheeks pale grey ; sides of neck, breast and body earthy 
ferruginous, centre of breast and abdomen whitish ; under tail- 
coverts bright ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light reddish brown to red ; eyelids 
plumbeous ; upper mandible dark horny-brown, tip and lower 
mandible pate horny or bluish-horny ; legs and feet pale fleshy, 
claws pale horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 74 to 77 mm.; 
tail about 50 to 52 ram.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmen about 
18 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, E« Bengal, Assam, Burma to the 
Malay Peninsula, and Siam. 


IMALACOCINCLA ABBOTT!. 
Abbotts Babbler. 

^ life size 
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Ni&ification. In India this bird breeds in April and May arid 
sometimes in June, whilst in Burma its nest has been found from 
February to May. It breeds only in deep, wet tree-forest with 
ample undergrowth and preferably near some stream, making a 
massive neat of dead leaves, weeds and grass with an inner cup of 
leaves, roots and weeds compactly bound together and lined with 
roots. It may be placed in a clump of weeds, a low bush or in 
some fern-palm near the ground. The eggs number three to five 
and are very beautiful; the ground-colour varies from a very pale 
to a rich pale salmon-pink, whilst the markings consist of spots, 
blotches and lines of deep red-brown with paler spots of light red 
and neutral tint. In shape they are normal ovals and the texture 
is fine with a good gloss. They measure about 22*2 x 16*5 min. 
but vary greatly in size. 

Habits. Abbott’s Babbler is a bird of the plains and the foot¬ 
hills, rarely being found much over 2,000 feet. It haunts deep forest 
where it is always humid and green and where the trees have an 
ample undergrowth of plants, weeds and bushes. In N. Cacliar 
it was always to be found near rivers and streams and it is 
very partial to places where palm-ferns grow in great luxuriance. 
They have a pleasant whistling note but are very silent birds, 
•creeping about in the dense undergrowth very quietly and 
stealthily. They are apparently entirely insectivorous. 


Genus THRINGORHINA Oates, 1889. 

The genus Thringorhina contains four .species of peculiar 
■coloration characterized by the very large operculum over the 
nostrils. The bill is very strong, with the culmen curved gently 


Fig. 49.—Head of T. guttata. 

throughout, and the rictal bristles are weak. The feathers of the 
forehead are harsh to the touch and those of the crown ample and 
•erectile, possibly forming a short crest in life. This germs is very 
close to Stachyris and like that genus the birds contained in it all 
lay pure white eggs. 


Key to Species. 

A. Wings and tail barred with brown. 

B. Wings and tail plain. . 


T. oglei, p. 262. 

7\ guttata, p. 262. 
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(268) Thringorhina ogle! 


Austen's Spotted Babbler. 


Actinura oglei God w.-Aust., J. A. S. B., xlvi (2) p. 42 (1877) (Sadiya). 

Thringorhina oglii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 156. 

Vernacular names. Chum-pitti (Trans-Dikku Nagas). 

Description. Grown, nape and hind neck rich golden-brown ; 
bade, rump and upper tail-coverts the same but duller and 
obsoletely cross-raved; wing and tail umber-brown, narrowly and 
closely cross-barred with a darker shade of the same ; forehead 
and broad superc ilium white, the former with black shafts; on the 
sides of the neck the superciliutn breaks up into white spots 
bordered with black ; forehead and supercilium also bordered above 
with black; lores and ear-coverts black; cheeks, chin and throat 
white; breast grey; remainder of lower plumage dull umber-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson-lake; bill black above, grey 
ou lower mandible ; legs and feet umber-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 180' mm. ; wing 68 to 
76 mm. ; tail about 53 mm. ; tarsus about 27 mm.; culmen about 
16*5 to 17*5 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Assam North and South of the Brahma¬ 
putra. 

Nidification. This bird, together with its nest and eggs, were 
brought in by Nagas on several occasions to Dr. H. N. Coltarfc 
and myself at Margherita. The remains of the nest seemed to be 
those of large globular affairs made of bamboo leaves and grass with 
a mixture of roots, small twigs and dead leaves and according to 
the Nagas was always placed on the ground in ravines in heavy 
forest with plenty of undergrowth. The eggs, three or four in 
number, are pure white and very like those of Scimitar-Babblers 
but more fragile and without gloss. They measure about 22-5 x 
17’0 mm. 

The breeding season is May and June. 

Habits. Beyond the fact that this Babbler haunts thick, moist 
forests at elevations from 6,000 feet upwards, we know little of 
their habits. According to the Nagas they keep much to the 
heaviest undergrowth and are silent, skulking birds. Those we 
examined had eaten insects only* 


(269) Thringorhina guttata. 


Tick eli/s Spotted Babblee. 


Timlinus guttatus Blyth, J. A, S. B. ; xxvii, p. 414 (1859) (Muleyit 
Mt.). 

Thringorhina guttata . Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 155. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, Lores and forehead white with black streaks ; 
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round the eye black; a large patch of white below the eye; 
bounded by a black moustachial streak; ear-coverts ashy-brown ; 
a white aupercilium to the nape bordered above by black; sides 
of nock and terminal portions of the mantle feathers black with 
long, white, oval drops ; remaining upper plumage rich golden- 
brown, the rump, tail and the outer webs of the wing-quills tinged 
with deep rufous; chin and upper throat white; remainder of 
lower parts ruddy ferruginous, the flanks and under tail-coverts 
tinged with olivaceous, the breast with very narrow white margins 
to the feathers, which, with those of the abdomen, have also 
whitish shafts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson lake ; bill black, lower 
mandible and commissure plumbeous; legs and feet pale dingy 
green (Hume Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 66 to 69mm.; 
tail about 56 to 58 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmen about 17 
to 18 rum. 

Distribution. The mountains of Peninsular Burma and Siam. 
It has been obtained on Muleyit, on the Tbaungyin River, at 
Malewun in the extreme south of Teftasserim and in Kao 
Nawng and Trang in Siam. 

Hidiftcation unknown. 

Habits. According to Davison,TickelPs Spotted Babbler is found 
in small parties haunting jungle, both forest- and more open 
bamboo-jungle, in the lower hills. For the most part it keeps to 
the undergrowth but he never saw it actually on the ground, 
whereas the Nagas describe the last bird as frequenty hunting for 
food amongst the fallen leaves. 


Genus STACHYRIS Hodgson, 1844. 

This genus is very close indeed to the last, differing principally 
in its smaller, more pointed, bill, which has, however, the culmen 
gently curved throughout in the same manner. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Crown black streaked with white. 

a. Throat blackish grey, mottled white 

b. Throat deep grey or black.. 

c. Throat ashv-grev. 

B. Crown golden-yellow streaked with 

black. 

d. A black streak through eye. 

a Upper parts olive-yellow . 

b'. Upper parts dark olive-green. 

a Under parts bright yellow . . 
b". Under parts dull yellow .... 

e. No black streak through eye ..... 


S, nigrireps nigrice.ps , p. 264. 
S. ii. ooUarti, p. 205. 

S. n. davisonif p, 265. 


S. chrystea chrystea , p. 265. 

S. c. assimilisy p. 267. 

S. o. cknjsopSy p. 267. 

S. c. binghami , p. 2G6. 
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(270) Stachyris nigriceps nigriceps. 

The Black-throated Babbler. 

Stachyris nigriceps''ll odgs., Blvth, J. A.S. B., xiii, p. 378 (1884) 
(Nepal); Blnnf’. & Oatea/i, p. 102. 

Vernacular names. Sungriam pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape black; the feathers 
edged with white, giving a streaked appearance to these parts; 
round the eye white; ear-coverts golden-brown; cheeks white; a 
conspicuous deep brown or black supercilium ; chin and throat 
deep blackish grey, the feathers edged with white; whole upper 
plumage rich olive-brown, the quills of wings and tail edged 
rufous; lower plumage bright fulvous, the flanks, abdomen and 
under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 


Fig. 50.—Head of 8. n. nigriceps. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish- or orange-brown ; eyelids 
slaty ; bill horny-brown, the lower mandible fleshy-horny in winter; 
in summer the bill becomes much darker, blackish-horny above 
and slaty below; legs and feet fleshy-brown, greenish brown or 
more rarely yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about, 140 ram.; wing 58 to 62 mm.; 
tail about 55 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm.; culirien about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and hills North of the Brahma¬ 
putra to the Miri Hills, 

Nidiftcation. The Black-throated Babbler breeds in May and 
June at all elevations from a few hundred feet up to at least 
10,000, making a cup-shaped or domed nest of bamboo leaves and 
pieces of bracken, mixed and lined with grass. It measures 6" to 
&" in height by some 4" to 6" in breadth and is always placed on 
the ground but generally on a bank so that it keeps well drained. 
It may be situated in almost any kind of cover. The eggs are 
pure white, broad, blunt ovals, they are stout in texture and have 
a fair gloss and number four, or, more rarely, three. Fifty eggs 
average 19*2x14-7 mm. 

Habits. This is a typical little Babbler in its habits, skulking 
about in thick undergrowth, in bamboo-jungle or mixed scrub and 
grass. It is found in small parties in winter which keep close 
together, seldom uttering any call beyond an occasional sweet, low 
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whistle. It is purely insectivorous, finding its food in the lower 
•cover and but seldom descending to the ground. 

(271) Stachyris nigriceps coltarti, 

The Assam: Black-thro ated Babbler 

Stachyris nigriceps coUarti Haring ton, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxxiii, p. 61 
(191 31 (Margh eri ta). 

Vernacular names. Dao-riaphong (Cadmri). 

Description. Differs from S. n. nigriceps in having no white 
edges to the feathers of the chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in that bird. 

Distribution. Assam south of the Brahmaputra, Western 
Burma and Bhamo Hills, South to Tenasserim but not including 
that state. Birds from the Southern Shan Stat es are intermediate 
between this and the next form but nearer the latter. 

Hi&iftcatiott and Habits as in the Sikkim bird but keeping to 
lower levels. It is more common below 3,000 feet than above 
-this height. Two hundred eggs average 19T x 14*7 mm. 

( 272 ) Stachyris nigriceps davisoni. 

The Malay Grey-throated Babbler. 

Stachyns davisoni Sharpe, Bnll. 13.0. C., i, p. 7 (1892) (Pahang). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the two preceding forms in having the 
throat ashy-grey; the ear-coverts are hair-brown and the upper 
plumage is suffused with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in $. n. nigriceps. 

Distribution, S. Tenasserim, Peninsular Siam and Malay Penin¬ 
sula. Birds from the Eastern Burmese hills as far North as 
Karenni are also of this race as are those from the Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits differ in no way from those of the 
preceding forms. The eggs average about 19*2 x 1 1*8 mm. 

(273) Stachyris chrysaea chryssea. 

Tee Nepal Goldey-headed Babbler. 

Stachyris 'hryscea Blyxh, J, A. S. 13., xiii, p. 879 (1844) (Nepal) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 163. 

Vernacular names. Syak-birang-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Eorehead golden-yellow ; crown and nape the 
same streaked with black; lores and a short moustachial streak 
black; ear-coverts oil-vellow ; upper parts, sides of neck and ex¬ 
posed parts of wings bright olive-yellow; tail brown washed with 
yellow on the outer webs; entire lower plumage bright yellow. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris golden-brown or light brown; bill/ 
dark slaty-horn above, paler below ; legs and feet pale yellowish- 
brown to greenish-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 112 to 115 mm.; wing 
about 48 to 51 mm.; tail about 50 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm.; 
culmen about 12 nun. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim to Assam, 1ST. Chin Hills and 
Manipur to .Kachin Hills. 

Nidification. This pretty little Babbler makes a nest which is a 
small, neat facsimile of that of the last species but which is some¬ 
times placed in bushes or, more often, bamboo clumps a few inches* 
to a couple of feet from the ground. It is generally domed but 
cup-shaped nests may be found when placed in positions where 
there is cover overhead as in a thick clump of bamboo. It breeds* 
principally above 3,000 feet during Mav ? June and July, laying 
four eggs which are normally pure white but rarely a faintly 
spotted egg may be found somewhat like those of the next genus. 
The surface is close and has a fair gloss and the shell is compara¬ 
tively harder than that of the Black-throated Babbler. Sixty egg& 
average 154 )< 12*1 mm. 

Habits. The Holden-headed Babbler collects in the winter in 
quite large flocks numbering sometimes as many as 40. They keep 
to the bushes and undergrowth in damp tree-forest, seldom it' 
ever descending to the ground but perpetually on the move on 
wing or feet as they scramble or flit from one twig to another in 
search of their insect food. The entire time the whole flock keeps 
up a constant soft, low twittering which rises to shriller and louder 
notes of expostulation when disturbed. They do not mind being 
watched and I have often sat for some minutes within a few feet 
of a flock before they took their departure. In the breeding 
season the flocks break up and the birds frequent bamboo and 
secondary jungle as well as forest! It is found up to at least 
6,000 feet. 

(274) Stachyris chrysaea bingliami. 

The Chin Hills G-olden-headed Babbler. 

Stachyris hinyhami Hippon, Bull. B. O. C., xiv, p. 84 (1904) (Mt. 

Victoria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in having the upper 
parts ashy olive-green; the lower parts dull orange-yellow and 
the ear-coverts slaty-green. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. Central and S. Chin Hills and N. Arrakan. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits not recorded* 



(275) Stachyris chrys&a assimilis. 

The Burmese Golden-headed Babbler* 


Stachyris assimilis Walden, Blyfeh s B. of B., p. 110 (1895) (Karen- 
nee) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 103. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last bird but without any black eye- 
streak ; both upper and lower plumage rather duller, below more 
yellow, less orange. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep red-brown or lake; bill lav¬ 
ender-grey, pinker at the base and on lower mandible; in some 
specimens dark horny-brown, probably in breeding season ; legs 
yellowish brown to greenish brown. Wardiaw-Bamsay records 
one male as having black irides. 

Measurements as in the others. 

Distribution. S. Shan States and Karenni and probably all 
the hill-ranges of East Central Burma. 

Ni&ification and Habits similar to those of the Assam bird. 
Three eggs sent me from the South Shan States measure about 
15*3 x 12*0 mm. 

(276) Stachyris chryseea chrysops. 

The Malayan Golden-headed Babbler. 

Stachyris chryscea chrysops Richmond, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., xv, 
p. lo7 (1902) ('Prang, Lower Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race has a black eye-streak like the Northern 
Indian form and has the under parts fairly bright yellow but 
rather less so than in the typical bird; the upper parts are the 
same as in assimilis. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in assimilis. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Assam and Malay Penin¬ 
sula. The specimens in the British Museum collection from 
Tenasserim seem referable to this race. 

Nidihcation and Habits not recorded. 

Genus STACHYKIDOPSIS Sharpe, 1883. 

This genus differs from the last in having the culmen perfectly 
straight. It seems to be a form intermediate between Stachyris 
and Mlvornis and then leading into Alcippe. In the genus Mix- 
ornis , however, the nostrils are oval and exposed whereas in 
Stachyrklopsis they are covered with a membrane somewhat as in 
the two preceding genera. 
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Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A. Fore crown rufous to chestnut; bill not red. 

a . Throftt y ell o wish. [ p. 268. 
a'. Rufous of crown extending to nape . . S. ruficeps ruficeps, 

b'. Rufous of crown con lined to th.it 

part . S, r. bJutmocnsis, p. 269, 

b. Throat, whitish. 

c/. Lores almost white ; fore crown dull 

rufous ....... .. >%:?•, rufifrons, p. 269. 

d'. Xjores yellow ; fore crown bright 

rufous .. . . ... . . 8 . r. ambiyua , p. 270. 

B. Fore crown fulvous ; bill red. 8. pyre hops, p. 271. 


0*77) Stachyridopsis ruficeps ruficeps. 

Tub Red-headed Babble®. 

Stachyridopsis ruficeps Blytli, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 452 (1847) (Darjee¬ 
ling;; ill an f. & Oates, i. p. 164. 

Vernacular names. Syafohirang-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape bright chestnut, the 
forehead with obsolete dark shaft-stripes; lores bright yellow; 
upper plumage, tail and exposed parts of wings olive-brown, tinged 
rufous; chin and upper throat pale } r ellow with conspicuous black 
shafts; sides of the head and neck and entire lower plumage 
fulvous yellow; the sides of the body, thighs, vent and under 
tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris golden-brown, red-brown or crimson; 
bill bluish plumbeous, darker above, paler and rather fleshy below ; 
legs pale yellowish- or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 to 125 mm.; wing 54 
to 58 in in.; tail about 50 to 52 mm.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; 
•culrnen about 10 ram. 

Distribution. Sikkim and hills North of the Brahmaputra. 
Khasia and N. Oaehar Hills. Annarn (Robinson Sf Rloss). It 
must also occur in the intervening countries in extreme N. Burma 
but so far has not been recorded thence. 

Nidification. This little Babbler breeds in Sikkim from 3,000 
feet upwards and in the Assam Hills from 2,500 feet, commencing 
in early April and continuing until the end of June. The ne t is a 
small, rather neatly made egg-slmped structure with the entrance 
at the top, or small end ; outwardly it is composed of dead bamboo 
leaves but inside is more or less mixed with roots and fibrous 
material and generally lined with fine ropts. The site selected is 
either a mass of twigs low down in a bamboo clump or some thick 
bush ; rarely it is placed actually on the ground. The eggs, four 
in number, have a pearly white ground with faint specks and small 
blotches, generally disposed as a ring round the larger end and 
•sparse or absent elsewhere. A few eggs may be found which are 
pure white and equally seldom a clutch comparatively boldly 
marked. The shape is a short, broad oval, the texture stout and 
glossy. Thirty eggs average about 15'8x 12*4 mm. 
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Habits. In winter the Bed-headed Babbler may be found 
anywhere bet ween the foot-hills and 6,000 feet or even higher, fre¬ 
quenting fairly thick undergrow th, scrub- or bamboo-jungle. It 
consorts in small flocks and feeds low down in whatever cover it 
may happen to be in, but does not descend to the ground. Its 
note is a soft, low whistle, seldom used, and a little chattering 
twitter occasionally littered as the birds flit about the bushes. 

(278) Staehyridopsis ruficeps bhamoensis. 

The Biiamo Bud-headed Babbler. 

Staehyridopsis ruficeps bhamoensis IIarington, A. M. N. II., ii, p. 245 
(1908) (Bhamo Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last in having the light chestnut 
of the head confined to the crown ; the throat and lower parts are 
a more greyish-yellow. .From S. r. sinensis, the Chinese form, it 
differs in having black streaks to the feathers of the forehead and 
a much more massive bill. 

Colours of soft parts like those of the last bird. 

Measurements. A. trifle smaller than S. r. ruficeps, wing about 
52 to 56 mm. 

Distribution. The Bhamo Hill Tracts and S. Shan States. 

Mdification. “A very noisy little bird in the breeding season* 
drawing attention to itself if anyone invades its particular bit of 
jungle. It builds an untidy, retort-shaped nest entirely of bam¬ 
boo leaves, which it places m clumps of long, overhanging grass. 
It is always well concealed and can only be found by seeing the- 
bird fly out.” (Harington.) 

The eggs, three or four in number, are indistinguishable from 
those of the last bird. Thirty eggs average 16-3 x 12 7 mm. A 
good many odd eggs of this bird are pure unspotted white and 
two clutches taken by Mr. F. Grant are all without any markings. 

Habits similar to those of the last bird. 

(279) Staehyridopsis rufifrons rufifrons 

Hume’s Babbler. 

Stachjris rufifrons Hume, S. F., i, p. 479 (1878) (Pegu). 

Stachyrhidopm rufifrons. Bl&nf. & Oates, i, p. 105. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This species differs from the last in having th<* 
rufous of the head much duller and confined t o the anterior crown ; 
the upper plumage is more grey. In S. r. rvfifrons the stria? both 
on head and throat are inconspicuous or obsolete and the chin 
itself is white ; the lower plumage is a tawny huff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep red; bill bluish plumbeous- 
black ( Haringion)) legs and feet pale fleshy-horn. 
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Measurements. Total length about 115 to 120 mm. ; wing 50 
to 53 min,; tail about 48 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen 
about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Shan States to Tenasserim, Burma, North-East 
Siam * 

Nidification not; recorded. 

Habits. Apparently those of the next race. A low-level bird 
found from the plains up to 3,000 feet or so and haunting both 
dense forest and the more open bamboo-, grass- and scrub-jungles. 

(280) Stachyridopsis rufifrons ambigua, 

Habington’s Rkd-fbonted Bab beer. 

StAichi/rhuhjmr rufifrons amhirjua Harington, J. B. N. H. S., xxiii, 
p. 631 (1915) ((knjong, N. Cacbar). 

Vernacular name3. Dao-pere-gajao (Oachari). 

Description, Differs from the last bird in having the white of 
the throat grading into the fulvous of the lower plumage. The 
black shaft-stripes on the crown and nape are very conspicuous and 
the upper plumage is less grey and more olive-green; the flanks 
and thighs are strongly washed with olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts, lrid.es reddish brown; bill slaty-blue; 
legs and feet pale yellowish brown, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length 115 to 120 mm.; wing 48 to 
53 mm.; tail 46 to 48 min.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Assam North and South of the Brahma¬ 
putra, Manipur. 

Nidification. The breeding season of Harington-s Bed-fronted 
Babbler commences in the end of March in the plains to the end 
of June or even July in the hills. It breeds everywhere up to 
2,000 feet and occasionally higher than this and nests of both 
ruficeps and amUyua may be found in the same jungle. Nest 
and eggs are quite indistiguishable from those of the Bed¬ 
headed Babbler and, as with that bird’s eggs, pure white ones may 
sometimes be taken of this bird. One h undred eggs average 16*1 x 
12*4 mm. 

Habits. This species differs from the last in beinga bird of much 
lower levels. It extends well into the plains and is more plentiful 
below 2,000 feet than over this height, though it wanders frequently 
as high as 3,000 feet or a litt le over. It 'is more a bird of com¬ 
paratively open bamboo- and scrub-jungle, grass-lands and thin 
deciduous forest than of the deep evergreen forests, though it will 
be found in these also. It is a companionable, cheery little bird, 
collecting in quite big flocks and having much the same manners, 
voice and diet as the Gfolden*headed Babblers. 

* Specimens from S.W. Siam have been separated by me under the name 
S.r. obscura and this form ma; possibly be found in extreme S.E. Tenasserim. 
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(281) Stachyridopsis pyrrhops. 

The Bed-billed Babbled. 

Stachyri* py whops Blyth, J. A, S. B., xiii, p. 379 (1844) (Nepal). 

Stack y) 'hid ops is pyrrhops. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 165. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and anterior half of crown fulvous, blend¬ 
ing into the olive-brown of the upper plumage; the feathers of the 
forehead, crown and mantle dark-shafted ; lores and chin black, 
the lower portion of the latter barred with white ; sides of the head 
fulvous ; lower plumage rather brighter fulvous ; the sides of the 
body, flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts tinged with olivaceous. 

Colours of soft parts, Iris red to blood-red; upper mandible 
brown, sometimes, probably in the breediug season, tinged with 
red, lower mandible fleshy-pink, reddish-fleshy or fleshy tinged 
with slate; legs, feet and claws pale brownish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 50 to 53 mm.; 
tail about 55 mm,; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 10 to 
11 nun. 

Distribution. Himalayas, from Murree to Nepal. 

Nidification. The Red-billed Babbler breeds from 3,000 to 15,000 
feet or higher in Kashmir, making a nest of grass and reed leaves, 
either cup-shaped, semi-domed or completely covered in. It is 
nearly always placed low down in bushes in scrub-land or more or 
less open forest. The eggs are like those of the rest of the genus, 
three or four in number and measure on an average about 
16*5 x 13*0 mm. The breeding season is from the middle of April 
to the end of June. 

Habits. These appear io be much the same as those of the last 
bird but they are never found below 3,000 feet and between 
4,000 and 6,000 feet is their more usual elevation. They are said 
in winter to mix much with flocks of other birds and to have “a 
clear and musical note like the ringing of a tiny bell.” 

Genus CYANODERMA Salvadori, 1874. 

This genus differs from the two preceding in having the orbits 
-naked and of a bright colour in life. The bill has the culmen 
straight on the basal half and slightly curved on its terminal half. 

(282) Cyanoderma erythroptera erythroptera. 

The Bed-winged Babbler. 

Timalia erythroptera Blyth, J. A. S. B , xi, p. 794 (1842) (Malay). 

Cyanoderma erythroptemm. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 166. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, supercilium, ear-coverts, sides of the 
head and neck, chin, throat and breast clear plumbeous; abdomen, 
flanks, vent and under tail-coverts fulvous-brown; upper plumage 
rufescent brown ; wings and tail bright ferruginous. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris madder-red to deep brown ; orbital 
skin light to dull smalt blue; bill dark plumbeous or brownish blue, 
lower mandible paler; legs, feet and claws very pale green,sh or 
yellowish white. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.: wing 50 t.o 00 mm; 
tail about 50 min.; tarsus about 20 mm.; cul men about 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. From the extreme South of Tenasserim down 
the Malay Peninsula to Borneo and Sumatra. 

Nidification. Nests taken by Davison and others in March and 
A pril are described as balls of grass or reed-leaves about 6 inches in 
diameter and placed in bushes. The eggs, two or three in number, 
are glossy china-white spotted with reddish all over but most 
numerously at the larger end. In shape they are obtuse ovals.. 
Five eo-gs in my collection average about 16-9 x 13-6 mm. 

Eggs taken by Messrs. Hop wood and Mackenzie are described 
as unspotted white with a bluish tinge. 

Habits. Said to be very common in the evergreen parts of 
Tenasserim and the Malay Peninsula, haunting brushwood, small 
trees and cane-brakes in parties, working the foliage for insects 
much like a Titmouse and uttering a “ sharp, metallic rolling 
sound, which if utters chiefly when alarmed, but also at other 
times ” (Davison). 

Genus MIXORNIS Hodgson, 1842. 

The genus Mixornis differs from all other genera of slender- 
billed TimaUinm in having the nostrils oval, exposed and not 
covered bv a membrane, or scale, as in the others. \\ ltlnn Indian 
and Burmese limits we hare but one species which varies con¬ 
siderably in different countries, forming subspecies or geographical 
races which are not always easy to define. 

Mixornis rubricapilla. 

Key to /Subspecies. 

A Crown pale ferruginous, stripes on fore¬ 
neck and breast fairly well developed . . 

B Crown more pale brown, less ferruginous, 
stripes on love-neck and breast very fine. 

C Crown more chestnut-rufous, stripes on 

fore-neck and breast decidedly heavier. . M. r. pileata, p. 274. 

Haying examined several hundred specimens of this little bird 
in the British Museum and Tring Museum as well as those in the 
Indian Museum and my own collection, I have come to the con¬ 
clusion that we cannot recognize more Ilian three races of MtXomts 
as coming within the limits of this work. Bippon Bsulphurean an 
exact replica of many Assam and Bengal birds and the Southern 
Shnn States appears to be about the limit of this form. ISorthein 
Siam specimens, from which Gyldenstolpe names his M. minor, are 
certainly nearer South and Central Siam forms, as also are specimens 
from East Central Burma, so all these birds must bear Ins name. 


M. r. rubricapilla, p. 273. 
M. r. minor, p. 274. 
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Kloss’s connectens I cannot separate from pibata the South Malay 
form and his name therefore becomes a syiionyaa of that bird. 
Variation inter se is so great in the birds of this species that it is 
quite unsafe to found geographical races on anything but very 
large series. 



Fig. 51.—Head of M. r. rubricapilla. 


(283) Mixornis rubricapilla rubricapilla. 

Thu YEIjLOW-BI tEASTEl) Babblee. 

Motacilla rubricapilla Tickell, J. A. S. B v ii, p. 576 (1833) 
(Manbhum). 

Mixornis rtificapilla . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 167. 

Vernacular names. Dao-pere oatang-lili (Cachari). 

Description. Crown pale ferruginous blending on the neck into 
the olive-green of the upper plumage and sides of neck; supercilium, 
lores and front of forehead yellow, the two latter with black shafts'; 
ear-cover U dull yellow with pale shafts; cheek,chin, throat and 
upper breast yellow with black shaft-lines; centre of breast and 
abdomen plain yellow ; remainder of lower plumage dull ashy- 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white or pale yellow to yellow-ochre ; 
eyelids pale slate-colour; bill horny-brown or slate-brown, the 
culmen almost black and the lower mandible paler ; legs olive-or 
brownish-fleshy, the claws yellower. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 53 to 58 nun.; 
tail about 52 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 raw, 

Distribution. Sikkim and Eastern Bengal to Assam and East 
to Chin, Kachin and Shan States; South to Arrakan and N. Ten- 
asserim. 

Nidification. The Yellow-breasted Babbler breeds during April, 
May and June and sometimes into July at heights up to 2,500 feet 
or more and also in the plains, in Burma it begins to breed in 
March. It makes a rough domed nest of grass and bamboo leaves, 
with a meagre lining of finer grass, which it places either in a 
bamboo clump or a bush dose to, but not on the ground.; 
occasionally 4 or even 5 feet above it. The eggs, generally 
• three, sometimes two only or four, are china-white with numerous 
specks and small blotches of red and reddish brown distributed all 
over but, as a rule, more thickly at the larger end. The texture 
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is glossy and stout and the shape a broad oval. One hundred eggs 
average 16*6 x 12*6 mm. 


Habits. The birds of this genus are typically plains’ birds, seldom 
ascending the hills to any height. They keep to bushes, lower 
trees and bamboo when hunting for food, never resorting to the 
ground for this purpose and almost equally seldom visiting the 
higher trees. In their attitudes and manners they are more 
thoroughly Timaliint and less Tit-like than birds of the genera 
St achy r is and Stachyridopsis, for though they keep in good-sized 
docks they creep and clamber about in a quiet, unobtrusive' 
manner instead of fluttering or moving restlessly from one twig to 
another. They are very partial to ham boo-jungle, whether with 
or without undergrowth and are also found in scrub and grass 
and in deserted cultivation patches. Harington describes their 
note as a monotonous “ehuk” constantly repeated. 

(284) Mixornis rubricapilla minor. 

Gylde^stolpe’s Babbler. 

Xivornis gvJaris minor Qyldenstolpe, Rung]. Sv. Vet.-Akad. Hand!., 
lvi, 1916, p. 60 (Lat Bua Kao). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in having the crown less 
ferruginous, more brown; the stripes on the throat and breast 
finer and fewer ; the upper parts a less pure olive-green. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

Distribution. Siam and Eastern Central Burma. 

Nidification. Eggs obtained by Messrs. W. J. F. Williamson 
and E. G. Herbert near Bangkok in May and June measure about 
(.6*9 x 13*0 mm. The nest seems to be almost invariably placed in 
Pine-apple plants. 

Habits. This race seems to favour the haunts of mankind far 
more than the other races do. Lt; is not only to be found round 
about villages and human habitation but actually enters gardens 
and orchards and breeds there. 

(285) Mixornis rubricapilla pileata. 

The Malay Yellow-biikastei) Babbler. 

Priniapileata Blyth, J. A. S. B., xi, 1842, p. 204 (Malay). 

Mixornis gularis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 168. 

Vernacular names. None recorded*. 

Description. Differs from the last two in having the stripes on 
the under parts much more developed ; the crown more rufous and 
the upper parts also tinged with rufous and the exposed parts 
of the wing more castaneous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements. The bill may be a 
trifle heavier and longer than in the last but’ the difference is quite 
insignificant. Davison records the iris as brown, otherwise both 
in size and colours of soft parts pileata agrees with the other races. 
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Distribution. The extreme South of Tenasserim and through¬ 
out the Malay Peninsula. 


Nidification and Habits as in the other subspecies. Eggs sent 
me by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow measure about 17*1 x 12-7 mm. 

r liie name Moiacillagulavis Baflies, Trans. E.8., xiii, p. 312, 1820, 
which is the oldest name for this species, cannot be used as it is 
preoccupied by MotaciUa gularis Gmelin (1788). 

Genus ALCIPPE Blyth, 1814. 

In this genus tlie bill is stout and slightly curved and .is over¬ 
hung by long hairs; the nostril is protected by a membrane; the 
wing is short and rounded, the first four primaries being graduated; 
the tail is about equal in length to the wing, the feathers being 
slightly graduated. 

The genus contains but two species within our limits but these 
form numerous well-marked geographical races. The two species 
are very similar in colour but in habits differ considerably. 

Key to /Species and Subspecies. 

A. Bill small; a conspicuous ring of white 

feathers round the eye. 

a. Chin aud throat white, Hanks tinged [p. 275. 

olivaceous... . A. nepalensis nepalensis, 

b. Chin and throat ochraceous like abdo¬ 

men .. A. n.fratercula, p. 277. 

B. Bill large; no ring of white feathers 

round eye. 

c. Head not striped or only obso etely so. \ce.pkala, p. 277. 

a'. Lower back and rump tinged rufous. A. poioieephula pom- 
b'. Lower back and rump grpy like back. 

n". Under parts tinged rufous . A. p. phayrei, p. 278. 

”b. No rufous oil under parts. 

Grey of head well defined from 

back. . .. A. p* davisoni , p. 279. 

¥*'. Grey of head blending into 

colour of back . . . A. p. brym\ p. 278. 

d. Head and neck conspiculously striped. 

c\ Stripes sooty-brown ,.. A.p. maymrostris. p. 280. 

d\ Stripes deep black .. A. p. ftarinytonia ?, p. 280. 

(286) Alcippe nepalensis nepalensis. 

The Nepal Babbles. 

Siva nepalensis Iiodgs., Ind. Bev., 1838, p. 89 (Nepal). 

Alcippe nepalensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 157. 

Vernacular names. I)cio-p&e-lcashiba (Oachari). 

Description. A conspicuous ring of white feathers round the 
eye; head, neck and upper back ashy-bpown with a vinaceous 
tinge; a dark sooty-brown stripe on either side of tlie crown ex- 
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tending down the neck to the back; ear-coverts grey ; back olive- 
brown ; exposed portions of the wings and tail yellowish brown ; 
chin whitish ; under parts pale fulvous, washed with olivaceous on 
the flanks and thighs* 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light to deep hazel-brown; bill 
plumbeous or livid brown, black on the culinen and base of the 
upper mandible, lower paler; legs and feet pale fleshy or livid 
white. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 56 to 60 mm ; 
tail about 60 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 10-5 to 11*5 mm. 

Distribution. The lower hills of Nepal, Sikkim, Assam both 
North aud South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, hills of Eastern 
Bengal, Chiu Hills and Arrakan. 

Nidificaiion. This little bird breeds principally between 1,500 
and 3,000 feet, making a small cup-shaped nest of grass and 
bamboo leaves lined with finer grasses. In some cases a little 
other material may be mixed with the rest, such as dead leaves, a 
little dry moss, or chips of bracken frond, ft is placed either 



Fig, 52.—Head of A, n. nepatenm. 


in a bush some 12 inches to 4 feet from the ground or in a bamboo 
clump. The eggs number two to four and vary in Die most extra¬ 
ordinary manner. The following are common types:—(1) Pure 
white with sparse but bold dole and specks of deep purple; (2) 
white with innumerable specks of lilac-red, (3) -white to pale pink 
with Matches and small spots of light red; (4) pale to salmon- 
pink with clouds and smears all over of reddish ; (5) pure white 
with a ring or cap of deep purple lines and hieroglyphics. The 
first three are the most common. Two hundred eggs average 
18-4x 14*0 mm. 

The breeding season lasts l'rorn April to July, May being the 
month when most birds lay. 

Habits. The Nepal Babbler may be found at all heights from 
a few hundred feet up to 4,000feet but its favourite elevations are 
about half-way between the two. It gathers into small flocks in 
the winter, sometimes however keeping in pairs, and it hunts all 
kinds of cover, thick and thin, forest or bamboo, keeping to the 
bushes and lower trees and showing a most restless energetic 
disposition. At one moment it may be seen twisting backwards 
and forwards, over and under the branches, in its search for 
insects, at another fluttering into the air in pursuit of a gnat or 
fly, whilst, yet again, it may be seen racing along some bough 
after a quickly travelling beetle or other prey. It is by no means 
shy and keeps uttering continually a little chattering call of several 
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notes, which would soon betray its whereabouts if its actions had 
not previously done so. 

(287) Alcippe nepalensis fratercula. 

* The Shan States Babbler. 

Alcippe fratercula Rippon, Bull. 8,0.0., xi, p. 11 (1900) (Shan 
States). 

Vernacular names. Chin-iing-iuo-tee (Kuchin). 

Description. The ring of white feathers round the eye less 
conspicuous than in the Nepal Babbler ; there is no viuaceous tinge 
on the upper plumage and the under parts are rich ochraceous, 
the chin being of the same colour as the rest. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris crimson, the legs and bill horn- 
colour” ( llippon ). 

Measurements. Wing 58 to 66 mm., the southern birds measur¬ 
ing a trifle less than the northern ; culmen 11 mm. 

Distribution. The Bhamo Hills, Shan States and hills of 
Eastern Burma to Tenasserirn. 

Nidification similar to that of the last. Thirty eggs average 
18*9 x 13*8 mm. and go through as great a variation in colour as 
do those of that bird. 

Habits. Itippon and Harington both describe the habits of the 
Shan States birds as being as vivacious and free from shyness as 
those of the proceiling bird. 

(2S8) Alcippe poioicephala poioicephala. 

The NiiiGiBt Quaker-Babbles. 

Thimalia poioicephala Jerd., Madr. Jour. L. S., xiii, p. 169 (1844) 
(Nilgiris). 

Alcippe phecocephda. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 168. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head and neck brownish ashy-grey ; ear-coverts 
hair-brown; back and upper parts brown, tinged grey on upper 
back, olive on lower back and rufous on rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; outer webs of primaries and visible portions of tail 
chestnut; chin and throat greyish buff; breast, abdomen, flanks 
and. under tail-coverts ochraceous buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris slaty-grey ; bill horny-brown; legs 
and feet greyish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 66 to 70 mm.; 
tail about 65 mm.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; culmen 13 mm. 

Distribution. Hills of Southern India, Nilgiris, Coonoor, 
Wynaad etc. and Travaneore. 
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Nidification. The Nilgiri Quaker- Babbler is said to breed from 
January to June, generally in May and June, in the hilly country 
from the lowest foot-hills upwards. The nest is a cup of leaves, 
grass and a little moss or lichen and lined with black roots. It 
is usually placed in a bush, 2 to 8 feet from the ground, 
standing in either dense forest or in scrub-jungle. The eggs 
are nearly always two only in number and vary in colour very 
greatly but the majority are of the clouded pink type described 
as one of the types of the Nepal Babbler. Thirty-eight eggs 
average 20*0 x 15*1 mm. 

Habits. This Babbler is found from the level of the plains in 
broken country up to some 6,000 feet. In habits it appears to 
agree well with A. p. phayrei described further on. 

(289) Alcippe poioicephala brticei. 

The Bombay Quaker-Babbler. 

Alcippe brucei Hume, J.A. S. B., xxxix, p. 122 (1870) (Mahaba- 
leshwnr). 

Vernacular names. Chit Karuvi (Tel.). 

Description. A larger and muph greyer bird than the last; the 
head and neck paler than in that bird and grading into, not con¬ 
trasting with, the colour of the back ; there is no rufous tinge on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts and the quills aod tail-feathers are 
light brown rattier than chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. * 

Measurements. Wing 72 to 75 mm.; bill 14 to 15 min. 

Distribution. l< Mahbaleshwur, Western Ghats from Rajkot in 
Khuthiavvnr to Belgaum ; the Central Provinces ; Pachmarbi and 
the Paresnath Hill, Lower Bengal ” (Harington), 

Nidification as in the last. Nearly all the eggs I have seen of this 
race have the ground-colour pale salmon, whilst the markings 
consist of smears and blotches of light red and reddish brown, often 
covering the greater part of the surface of the whole egg. Ten 
eggs measure about 19*1 x 14*6 nun. 

Habits do not differ from those of the Nilgiri and the Arrakan 
Quaker-Babblers. 

(290) Alcippe poioicephala phayrei. 

The Arrakan Quaker-Babbler. 

Alcippe phayrei Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 601 (1845) (Arrakan ; 
Ilian f. & Oates, i, p. 158. 

Vernacular names. Dac^ert-gadefoa (Cachari). 

Description, The head and neck in this form are brownish grey 
gradually changing into the olive-brown of the back; the chin and 
throat are greyish and the rest of the under parts are rufeseent 
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ochraceous. The exposed portions of primaries and tail are 
yellowish brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pearly-white to grey; eyelids slaty ; 
upper mandible brownish-horny, darker at base and on culrnen, 
lower paler and yellowish ; legs and feet pale dull fleshy, or 
fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Wing 66 to 72 mm.; culrnen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Assam and Western Burma from the Chin Hills 
to the South of Arrakan. 

Birds from Assam and others from W, Burma differ in some 
respects, more especially in the tint of the grey on the head and 
again in the amount of rufous on the lower plumage. However, 
though material from Assam is plentiful, from Burma it is very 
scanty and more must be obtained before the value of the 
differences can be estimated. 

Edification. The nest of this bird is merely a rather larger 
edition of that of the Nepal Babbler and is placed in quite similar 
positions. It breeds in great numbers in all the hills South of the 
Brahmaputra, not only at elevations up to 2,000 feet but also 
freely in the plains themselves. 1 have myself taken eggs as 
early as March and as late as September but May and early June 
is tlie principal breeding time. The eggs only differ from those of 
the Nepal Babbler in being larger, but the great majority are in 
colour of the clouded and smudged type described as No. 4 in 
that bird. One hundred and fifty eggs average 19*6 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. The larger Quaker-Babblers of this group (poioicephaia) 
are rather more Timciliine in their habits than those of the 
previous ( 'nepahnsis) group. More shy and retiring, they are also 
less quick and active in their movements. They use their legs 
more, yet are not so Tit-like in their actions and though they 
take readily to flight, they do not make the constant little sallies 
into the air, both in play and for food, like the Nepal Babblers 
do. I do not think they ever actually descend on to the ground 
to feed except for a second or two. 

(291) Alcippe poioicepliala davisoni. 

The Tenassbrim Quaker-Babijler. 

Alcippe phttocephctla davisoni Harington* B. N. II. 6. J., xxiii, p. 4o3 
(1915) (Tardy). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. V ery similar to A.p* brucei from S. India but much 
darker. The head and neck are brownish-ashy well defined from 
the back; in some specimens there are faint indications of the 
coronal stripes but in most these are quite absent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris slaty-grey to slaty-yellow ; bill, upper 
mandible horny-brown, lower yellowish. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 73 mm.; culrnen 13 to 14 mm. 
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Distribution. Tavoy, Mergui South to about the latitude of 
Moulinein. 

Nidiiication. Apparently similar to that of others of this group 
but the eggs obtained so far are all of the pink blotchy type except 
two clutches sent me from Tenasseritu by one of my collectors, 
which are white with deep purple specks and spots. They were 
taken on the 19th January and the 1st Juue respectively and 
measure 19*5 x 14*8 mm. 

Habits. Davison says that this Quaker-Babbler “ is found only in 
the low hills and at their bases where the country is well wooded. 
It avoids the dry, deciduous forests. In habits, voice etc. it 
exactly resembles the preceding species ” (the Nepal Babbler). 

(292; Alcippe poioicephala haringtoniao. 

The Upper Buema Quaker-Babbler. 

Alcippe phaocephala having tonixe Hartert, Bull. B. 0.0., xxv, p. 10 
(1909) (Bhamo). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from all but the next bird in having eoroual 
bands of black on either side of the head extending down to 
the upper back. The under parts from the chin to vent are 
ochraceous buff tinged with olivaceous on the flanks. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 70 ram.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. N.E. Upper Burma and N. Shan States. 

Nidification. Not recorded but sixteen eggs taken by Har- 
ington, Mackenzie and Grant average about 18*7 X 14*8 ram. 

Habits. Rarington only found this form in the plains near 
Bhamo itself and not in the hills. 

(293) Alcippe poioicephala magnirostris. 

The Lower Buema Quakes-Babbler. 

Alcippe mugnirostris Walden, Bljth’s B. of B., p. 115 (1875) 
(Karennee). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, Differs from the last race in having the coronal 
stripes sooty-brown instead of black; the chin and throat are 
whitish and the head is more brownish grey and well defined from 
the back ; the ear-coverts also are greyish brown and the olive- 
brown of the back is tinged with grey. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 73 mm.; culmen 13 mm. 

Distribution. Siam, 8. Shan States, Karenni and 8.E. Burma 
to just north of Moulmein. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded, but fifteen eggs 
taken by Mr. J. M. D. Mackenzie average 19*2 x 14*7 mm. 

In coloration, shape and markings they are like those of the last 
bird. 
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Genus EHOPOCICHLA Oates, 1889. 

This genus differs from Atdpjoe in having the nostrils rounder, 
exposed and pierced in the anterior part of the membrane, and in 
having a shorter tail when compared with the wing. The bill is 
curved throughout-; there are no hairs overhanging the nostrils 
hut the rictal bristles are well developed. There is only one species 
in the genus confined to S. India and Cevlon, where it is repre¬ 
sented by three races. 

Rhopocichla atriceps. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Crown and sides of the head black . . R. a. a tricep*, p. 281. 

B. Forehead and ear-coverts only black.. M, a. mgrifrom, p. 282. 

C. Ear-coverts only blackish . JR. a. bourdillom, p. 282. 

(294) Rhopocichla atriceps atriceps. 

The Black-heaoed Babbler. 

BrncJiyptery.v atriceps Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. S., x, p. 250 (1889) 
(Trichoor). 

llhoporichla atriceps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 160, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. .Forehead, crown, nape, ear-coverts and under the 
eye black; the whole upper plumage, wings and tail fulvous 
brown ; lower plumage dull white, changing to olivaceous on the 
flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright yellow' pale orange or buff: 
bill dull black, commissure and lower mandible fleshy-pink; legs 
and feet pale plumbeous shaded in varying degree with fleshy- 
pink or dull purple. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 54 to 60mm.; 
tailabout 50 ram.; tarsus about 28mm.; eulmen about 13 to 14mm. 

Distribution. The Nilgiris and hills of S.W. India, not 
Travancore. 

Nidification. The Black-headed Babbler appears to breed in 
almost every month of the year from December to August and 
probably in the other three also. It makes an oval nest of grass 
lined with softer hits of the same which it places in bamboos, 
grass and reeds by roadsides through jungle, in reed-beds or scrub- 
jungle. It is found during the luWding season from the lower 
hills up to 6,000 feet. 

The eggs, two in number, are pure white with numerous small 
spots and dots of dark purple-red scattered over the whole surface 
but generally more numerous at the larger end. The texture is 
hard and glossy. Twenty eggs average about 19*2 x 13*9 mm. 

Habits, The birds of this genus are said to have much the same 
habits as those of Pellorneum , i. e. they are shy, rather skulking 
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birds, shunning observation and haunting thick cover. Jerdon 
says: “ It frequents the thickest underwood in dense and lofty 
jungles; lives in small flocks of live or six, and is constantly 
hopping about the thick bushes with an incessant loud, twittering 
note. It lives on various insects.” 

(295) Rhopocichla atriceps bourdilloni. 

Bouit dillon’s Babbler. 

Alcippe bourdilloni Hume, S. F. ; iv. p. 399 (1876) (Mynail). 

Rhopocichla bourdilloni Blanf. £ Oates, i, p. 161. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The black of the crown, na*' \ lores and cheeks of 
R. a. atriceps is replaced with brown anil ihe lower parts from 
lower breast to under tail-coverts are ferruginous. 

Distribution. Travail core, from North to South. 

Colours of soft parts and Habits as in the last bird. Mr. T. E. 
Bourdillon describes the nest as being made of soft blades of reed- 
grass lined with line roots. The eggs, which are always two, 
measure 19T x J 4-3 mm. 

The principal breeding season lasts from March to May but 
there seems to be a second brood very often in July and August. 

(29tt) Rhopocichla atriceps nigrifrons. 

The Beack-i’hontei) Babblek. 

Alcippe nigrifons Blyth, J. A. S. B., xviii, p. 815 (1849) (Ceylon). 

Rhopocichla nigrifrons . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 160. 

Vernacular names. Batitchia (Ceylon). 

Description. Differs from If. a. atriceps in having the black of 
the crown replaced by rui'ous-brov/n, a little darker than the rest 
of the upper plumage ; the white feathers of the cheeks have 
lengthened black shafts and the vent., thighs and under tail-coverts 
are rufous-brow n. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the two preceding 
forms. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. There are apparently two breeding seasons, one in 
May and June and the second in December and January. The 
nest is a ball of dead leaves with an inner lining of twigs and is 
usually placed in some bramble or straggling bush near a jungle 
pathway, 2 to 5 feet from the ground. The eggs, two only, 
are exactly like those of the other races and measure about 
19-2 x 14*2 nun. 

Habits. According to Legge this race is much bolder and more 
ively than either of the others and he describes it as a very 
nquisitive, cheerful little bird fluttering about the bushes and 
oliowing one another in true Babbler style. 
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Genus SCHCENIPARUS Hume, 1874. 

With the genus Schceniparus we enter on a group ol small 
birds essentially Timaliine both in characteristics and in habits. 
They possess the typical short, rounded wing and strong tarsi and 
feet but differ from all the rest in having short, blunt bills very 
Tit-like in their superficial appearance. In nidiiic&tion and habits 
they resemble many other genera, building ball-shaped nests placed 
on the ground, whilst they seek their food at least as much on the 
ground as on the lower bushes. 

The nostrils are covered by a membrane and not overhung by 
hairs and the rictal bristles are small; the wings and tail are 
about equal in length and the latter is well graduated. 

Knt to Species and Subspecies . 

A. No chestnut hand across breast. 

a. Sides of neck not striped or only 
obsoletely so. 

a'. Above dive-brown tinged ochra- 

ceous ..... S. dubius dubius, p. 

b'. Above olive-brown with no ochra- .... ... 


ceous tinge.. S. d- genestievi , p. 285. 

b. Sides of neck boldly striped . S. d. mandellii , p. 284. 

B. A chestnut band across breast. S. rnjiyulavis, p. 286. 


(297) Sehoeniparus dubius dubius. 

The Tenasserim Tit-Babbler. 

Pt'Oparus dubius Hume, P. A. 8. B., 1874, p. 109 (Muleyit). 

Schceniparus dubius . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 168. 

Vernacular names, Prep-dor (Kuchin). 

Description, Forehead* crown and nape reddish brown, each 
feather obsoletely margined darker and the forehead tinged with 
chestnut; lores and a band on each side of the crown, blending on 
the back, black; a white supercilium from the eye to the nape ; 
ear-coverts and sides of neck pale fulvous-brown ; upper plumage 
olive-brown, tinged with rufous on exposed parts of wings and 
tail; lower plumage pale fulvous, whitish on the chin and throat 
and olivaceous on the flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish red, pale yellow to slaty- 
pink; bill dark brown, to dull black; legs ancl feet fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing53 to 58 mm.; 
tail about 60 mm.; tarsus 25 mm.; culmen 12 mm. 

Distribution, Northern and Central Tenasserim. 

Nidiftcation. The Tenasserim Tit-Babbler makes a domed 
nest of bamboo leaves and grass, which it places either on the 
ground or close to it. The lining, always very slight, is of roots 
and fibres and occasionally these are made use oi in the body of the 
nest. The sires selected seem to be generally in forests with amp 
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undergrowth and, lees often, bamboo-jungle. The eggs number 
from two to four. In colour they are white or creamy-white, 
smudged and blotched with yellowish brown and with a few darker, 
almost black, spots and lines. The breeding season is from 
February to May. Thirty eggs average 20*5 x 15*9 nun. 

Habits. The birds of this genus are more typically TimaJnne in 
their habits than Alcippe , less so than llhopocichla . They collect 
in small flocks of live to ten birds, haunt brushw ood and low 
forest and feed wholly on insects which they obtain principally on 
tlie ground. Davison save that their note is like “ eliir-chit-ehit- 
chifc,” constantly repeated. 

(2^8) Schceniparus dubius mandellii. 

The Assam Txt-Babblke. 

Schceniparus manclellii Qodw.-A.itst., A. M. N. il., (4) xviii, p. 33 
(1876) (Nftga Hills) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 169. 


Vernacular names. JJao-chitter (Caebari). 

Description. Differs from the last in having the upper plumage 
more olive and the chin and throat buff like the centre of the 
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breast; the black superciliuin aud black markings of the head and 
upper back more pronounced; and the sides of the neck are 
distinctly striped with black and buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in S.d. dubius. 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 64 mm.; tail about 62 mm.; tarsus 
25 mm.; culmen 12 nim. 

Distribution. Assam, Chin Hills and W. Burma. 

Kidification. This handsome little Babbler breeds in great 
numbers during April, May and June at .all elevations above 3,000 
and fully up to 6,000 feet. It may be found in almost any 
kind of cover but prefers forest with an undergrowth of bushes, 
bracken and raspberry vines. The nest is practically invariably 
placed on the ground, generally under the protection of some 
thick patch of cover and always on a more or less sloping bank. 
The materials used are dead leaves mixed with bracken, grass, 
roots etc. aud the shape is either a deep, semi-domed cup or a 
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completely domed, egg-shaped affair measuring about 7 to 8 inches 
high by about 5 to 0 inches broad. The full complement of eggs 
is three or four but sometimes two only are laid. The eggs are 
like those of the last bird and two hundred average 20*8 x 
15*6 mm.; the maxima are 22*0 xlb'O and 19*5xl6T mm., and 
minima 19 4 x 15*3 and 20*7 X 15*0 mm. 

Habits. During the winter the Assam Tit-Babbler collects in 
small flocks of half-a-dozen to a dozen individuals, haunting forest 
with ample undergrowth and to a less extent bamboo-jungle and 
scrub. It is most common from 3,000 feet Upwards and is found 
up to at least 0,000 feet and possibly a good deal higher. It is a 
restless, energetic little bird feeding partly on the ground, partly 
on the low bushes and trees, constantly changing its position and 
now and then fluttering from one perch to another as well as 
scrambling and hopping through the cover. Whilst engaged hi 
feeding they utter a constant (( chir*r~r-r 9 * alternating with a sharp 
“chit.” In the breeding season their habits alter greatly and they 
become shy, retiring little birds, and instead of being able to Watch 
them minutes at n time all one sees of them is a small brown 
object slipping out of sight into cover when disturbed. 


(299) Schoeniparus dubius genestieri. 

Rippon’s Tit-Babbler. 

Alcippe genestieri Oustalet, Bull. Mus. dTiist. Nat., Pans, iii, p. 210 
(1897) (TsSkao). 

Vernacular names. Prep-dor (Kachin). 

Description. Differs from S. cL dubius in having the forehead 
pale rufous; the crown is golden-brown with very faint dark edges 
to the feathers; the upper plumage is olive-brown and the sides 
of the neck are not streaked. 

Colours of soft parts as in >8. d, dubius . 

Measurements. Wing 58 to 61 mm.; tail about 60 mm.; tarsus 
21 mm.; culmen XL mm. 

Distribution. Kachin and Bhamo Hills, Yunnan, Shan States 
and S.W. China. 

Rothschild has shown (Nov. Zool. xxviii, p. 36) that intermedins 
is not separable from genestieri and with this 1 agree, but the former 
sometimes lias quite plain indications of the neck-stripes as in 
mandetlii and as we should expect in that part of its range nearest 
that race. 

Nidiiication. Resembles that of the last bird, llarington, 
Grant and others took many nests in March, April and May 
between 4,000 and 6,000 feet. The eggs are indistinguishable 
from those of the last tw o birds and measure about 19*9 x 15*5 mm. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the Assam Tit-Babbler. 



(300) Schoeniparus rufigularis. 

The Eed-tilroatei) Tit-Babbler. 

MitUa rufigularis Mandelli, S. F, i, p. 416 (1873) (Bhutan Duars). 

SiZ<cmi)wrii$ rufigularis. Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 170. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut, bounded on 
each side by a black band, the two meeting on the nape; lores and 
supercilia white; upper part of ear-coverts and a patch below the 
eye blackish : lower part of ear-coverts rufous, connected together 
by a broad chestnut band across the throat; upper plumage, wings 
and tail olive-green, the outer webs of the feathers of wings and 
tail suffused with fulvous; chin, throat and centre of breast 
and. abdomen white; remainder of the lower plumage olivaceous, 
tinged with rufous on the under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to lake-brown; bill 
black ; legs and feet yellowish brow n, fleshy-brown or fleshv -livid. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 51 to 
55 mm.; tail about 50 mm.; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 
about 10 to 11 ram. 

Distribution. Bhutan Duars; Assam North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Manipur and Eastern Bengal Hill tracts. 

Nidification, This little Tit-Babbler breeds in great numbers all 
round the foot-hills of Margherita in E. Assam and probably up 
to some 3,500 feet. Dr. H. N. Col tart and I took many nests and 
had many brought to us, with the birds, from the central ranges. 
The nest is like that of the dubivs group but perhaps more moss, 
roots, fern and bracken are used'in its construction. It is always * 
placed on the ground and quite as often in small scrub- and bamboo- 
jungle as in forest whilst occasionally we found it in small ravines 
running through, tea cultivation. The eggs are similar to those of 
other birds of the genus bur are decidedly greyer and less bold in 
coloration as a whole. One hundred eggs average 19*5 x 14*7 mm., 
the extremes being 21*1 xl5*7 ram. and 17'3x l3'9 ram. 

Habits. Those of the genus, hut I think this bird feeds less on 
the ground than the other species and flies more “freely and often 
without being frightened into doing so. 


Genus PSEUDOMINLA Oatfes, 1894, 

The generic name Sittiparus being preoccupied Oates renamed 
his genus as above. This genus. contain8 two species within 
Indian limits which differ from Schoeniparus in having the tail 
much shorter than the wing, whilst from Lioparm it differs in 
having no hairs overhanging the nostrils. 
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Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A* Head grey ; a long 1 black supercilium. P cinerea, p. 287, 

B. Head chestnut; no black super- 

cilium. [p> 288. 

a. Crown dark chestnut. P. castanciceps castaneice.ps , 

b. Crown light chestnut, . P.c. bncnneicaudata , p. 289. 

(301) Pseudominla cinerea. 

The Dusky gheek Tit-Babbler. 

Minla cinerea Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 449 (1849) (Darjeeling). 
Sittiparus cinereus. Blanf. <fe Oates, i, p. 171. 

Vernacular names. J)ao-pM kashiba (Caehari). 

Description. Upper plumage greyish green, the feathers of the 
forehead, crown and nape margined with black; a broad black 
band on either side of the crown from the forehead to the nape, 
terminating in a number of streaks on the upper back; a broad 



Fig. 54.—Head of P. cinerea. 


pale yellow superciliutn from the back to the nape; a line through 
the t-ye black ; ear-coverts mixed grey and black ; cheeks yellow, 
tipped with black ; wing and tail-feathers suffused on the outer 
webs with the colour of the back ; whole lower plumage yellow, 
the sides of neck, breast and abdomen olivaceous. 

Colours of soft parts, iris brown or reddish brown ; hill dark 
horny-brown to nearly black ; legs fleshy- or reddish-brown ; 
a fleshy yellow v (Jerdon). 

Measurements. Total length about 110 to 115 mm,; wing53 to 
58 mm. ; tail about 42 to 44 ruin.; tarsus about 23 min.; cultnen 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Assam North and South of 
the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. The Dusky-green Tit-Babbler breeds from 2,500 
up to at least; 0,000 feet but not often below some 3,.500 feet. 
The nesting season commences early in April and continues up to 
the latter part of July. The nest is either a deep cup, semi-domed 
cup or a complete oval and is placed either low down in bushes, 
bamboo clumps, vines and creepers or, more rarely, very low down 
in amongst the roots of the same. The principal materials in all 
cases where bamboos are handy are bamboo leaves ; elsewhere soft 
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blades of grass but with these are mixed a certain amount of dead 
leaves, fern- and bracken-fronds and weeds; tendrils and roots are 
used to bind the materials together. The lining is of roots or 
bamboo leaves and sometimes a little moss is used inside and 
outside the nest, The sites selected may be either in bamboo 
and scrub oriu deep forest. The eggs number two, three or tour 
and have the ground-colour anything from pure white to pale 
sienna and the markings consist of tiny specks of dark sienna- 
brown, often forming a ring or cap but profusely scattered else¬ 
where also. A few eggs with white ground have the specks still 
darker and finer. The shape is generally a short oval; pyriform 
eggs not being rare. They are very fragile and have no gloss. 
Sixty eggs average 18*3 x 14*3 mm. 

Habits. This is a still more cheerful, lively little bird than 
those*of the genus Schcenipcirus and when fluttering about a bush 
on which insects are plentiful remind one' of AVarblers oi the 
genus Phyllo scopus. They do not, I think, ever feed on the 
ground nor on the other’hand do they ascend any height into 
trees but I have seen them in grass and scrub occasionally and 
in bamboos often; when in deep forest, which they most affect, 
they prefer places where there are glades or breaks such as are 
made bv streams, jungle-tracks etc. rather than the denser, 
darker portions. They keep up a soft twittering the whole time 
they are feeding. 

(302) Pseudominla castaneiceps castaneiceps. 

The Chestnut-headed Rabblek. 

Minla castaneiceps ITodgs., Inch Rev., 1838, (Nepal). 

Sittiparus castaneiceps . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 172. 

Vernacular names. JNoue recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut-brown, the 
feathers of the forehead with broad white streaks, those of the 
crown and nape witli pale rufous streaks ; a broad line through 
the eye and a narrow moustachial streak black ; remainder of 
sides of head white; back, scapulars, rump and smaller wing- 
coverts olive-green tinged with fulvous ; greater wing-coverts and 
primary-coverts black; winglet black on the outer webs, white on 
the inner; quills olive-green, the earlier primaries edged with 
hoary-grey, the latter and the secondaries edged with chestnut at 
the base { innermost secondaries broadly edged with olive-green 
on both webs; below from chin to under tail-coverts pale fulvous- 
white, the sides of breast and body ochraceous; under wing- 
coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to crimson; bill, above 
dark horny, the lower mandible dull fleshy, sometimes yellowish, 
especially at base ; legs and feet dingy greenish yellow or yellowish- 
horn. 





Measurements. Total length about 115 to 120 ram.; wing 53 
(Harington) to 67 mm.; tail about 45imu.; tarsus about 22 to 
23 mm.; cukneu 9 mm. 


Bistribution. Sikkim, Nopal, Assam North of the Brahma¬ 
putra, Lakhirapur, Chin and Sachin Hills, Shan States and bills 
of Central East Burma to Tenasserim. 

Specimens from N. Assam are perhaps a little more rufous or 
fulvous than those from the Shan States South to Tenasserim, 
but the average difference is so little that it seems hardly enough 
for the purposes of subspecific rank. Individual specimens 
vary greatly. 

Nidification. The nests, though similar in shape and site to 
those of the last, differ in construction in having a great deal of 
moss mixed with the other material. Davison describes nests as 
made wholly of this material and worked beautifully into the 
living moss “growing on trees. The eggs are very like those of 
the last bird and twenty measure on an average 1ST x 13’6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus, hut Stevens says that this bird is 
more arboreal in its habits than the last. It is found from almost 
the level of the plains up to 7,000 feet. 

(303) Pseudominla castaneiceps brunneicauda. 

The Shi llong Chestnut-he a. deb B a bbler. 

Minla brmneictiuda Sharpe, Oat. B. M., vii, p, 609 (1883) (Shillong). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last in having the head much 
paler and more rufous, the chestnut on the wings paler; the tail 
brownish. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

Measurements. 'Wing 58 to 62 mm.; tail about 45 mm.; tarsus 
22 ram.; eulrnen 9 to 10 nun. 

Distribution. Khasia Hills, Cachar Hills and probably Manipur. 

Mdification. Nests in the Khasia Hills in April, May and 
June. The nest is like that of the last but with less moss and 
more grass and bamboo leaves both in the lining and the outer 
part. Forty eggs average 17*9x13*4 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the last two. 

Genus FULVETTA David & Oust., 1877. 

The name Proparus having been first applied to a species of 
Minla is only a synonym of that genus and cannot be used for 
this. David and Gttstalet’s name, originally given to a Chinese 
species, is therefore available. Tn FulvtUa the nostrils are 
covered by a membrane and are overhung by numerous hairs but 
the rictal bristles are short. The hind claw is very long and 
thick, equal in length to the hind toe. The wing and tail are 
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about equal in length and the latter is graduated. The plumage 
is soft and dense. 

Three species are found within Indian limits and these again 
divide into numerous races extending to China and Formosa* 

Key to Species and Subspecies, 

A. A white superciliurn commencing at 

the eye. 

a. Crown reddish - brown, bordered 

on the sides of the occiput with [p. 290. 

black. F, vinipeda vinipecta, 

b. Crown dull chestnut, bordered 

on the sides of the occiput with 

reddish brown. F. v, austeni , p. 291. 

B. White supemlium commencing at 

the base of the bill. F, v, ripponi , p. 291. 

CL No white supercilium. [p. 292, 

c. Crown chestnut ... F, ruficapilla sordidior , 

d. Crown brown . F. manipurensis, p. 292. 

(301) Fulvetta vinipecta vinipecta* 

Hodgson's Fulvetta. 

Siva vinzpecim Hodgs., Tnd. Rev., 1838, p. 89 (Nepal). 

Proparus vinipectus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 173. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores dusky ; forehead, crown, ear-coverts, cheeks 
and nape reddish-brown ; a broad white supercilium from the 
eye to the nape, bordered above by a black line, the two on either 
side of the head converging on the backback brown with a 
vinous tinge; rump, wing and upper tail-coverts ferruginous; 
tail brown, washed with rusty-red on the outer webs; primary- 
coverts chestnut; the earlier primaries edged with bluish grey, 
the others edged with black; secondaries ferruginous on the 
outer webs; chin, throat aud upper breast whitish with dusky 
streaks ; sides of the breast like the back but paler; abdomen and 
under tail-coverts dark fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale ochre ( God-w.-Aust.), dark brown 
{Eume) or reddish-brown ; bill dark fleshy- or horny-brown 
above, paler livid-fleshy below ; legs and feet fleshy-brown or dull 
purplish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 57 to60mm.; 
tail about 55 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; cultnen 10 inm. 

Distribution. Simla, Nepal, Sikkim and Assam North of the 
Brahmaputra. 

As Harington has pointed out, birds west of Nepal have the 
head somewhat brighter and have fewer markings on the throat, 
but more material is required to show whether the differences are 
individual or subspecific. 







Nidification. This Fulvetta breeds in the Himalayas in May and 
June between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, making a deep, compact cup 
of grass and bamboo leaves completely covered with moss outside, 
except at the base, and densely lined with fine grass and roots and 
an inner lining of hair or fur., It appears to be generally placed 
low down in bushes in thick scrub. The eggs number two or 
three and are like no other eggs known to me, the ground-colour 
is a French grey, or grey-blue with markings at the larger end of 
sepia and dark brown with a few underlying blotches of pale 
neutral tint; all the markings are bold in character but sparse 
and confined almost entirely to the larger end. They measure 
about 18*2 x13*7 mm. 

Habits. The habits of the Fulvettas seem to be much the same 
as those of Pseudominla, though very little has been recorded. They 
are found up to at least 12,000 feet. 

(305) Fulvetta vinipecta austeni. 

Godwin-Austen’s Fulvetta. 

IVoparusausteni O.-Grant, Bull. B. O. C., v, p. 3 (1895) (Mampuy). 

Vernacular names. Dao-pere-gajao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from the last in having the head duller 
chestnut and the black head-stripes replaced by deep reddish- 
brown ; chin white and throat white with reddish--brown spots. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish-brown; bill dark brownish- 
black ; legs and feet dull fleshy-brown. 

Measurements about the same as in Hodgson’s Fulvetta. 
Wing 57 to 60 mm.; cu linen 9 to 9*5 mm. 

Distribution. ISTaga Hills, Manipur, Caehar Hills and probably 
all the bill-ranges South of the Brahmaputra over 5,000 feet. 

Nidiftcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. In Cacbar it was 
a winter visitor only to the highest peaks on the Barail Eange, 
where I found it in small flocks in the stunted oak forest at 
5,000 to 6,000 feet. It is an active, cheerful little bird, restlessly 
moving about the bushes and lower trees, both by feet and wings, 
uttering continually a soft “ chip, chip.” 

(306) Fulvetta vinipecta ripponi. 

The Chin Hills Fulvetta. 

Proparus ripponi Ha.rington, Bull. B. O. 0., xxxiii, p. 59 (1913) 
(Mt. Victoria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to F. v. austeni but differs in having the 
white supercilium commencing from the base of the bill; the ear- 
coverts are chocolate-brown, almost the same colour as the head 
instead of very dark brown contrasting with it. 

Colours of soft parts as in austeni. 
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Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 51 to 55mm.; 
tail about 54 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen 9 min. 


Distribution. Mt. Victoria and highest peaks of Chin Hills. 

Nidilication. Nests taken by Mr. F. Grant on Mt. Victoria 
were similar to those of F. v. vinipecta , being made of grass and 
leaves thickly bound together with green moss, the leaves only 
showing tlirough in small patches here and there ; the lining was 
of fine roots and in shape the nests were rather deep, well-made 
cups. They were placed in low bushes in forest. Two eggs sent 
me by Mr. Grant are like those of Hodgson's Fulvetta but 
measure only 16*3x1*3*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It is found on Mt. Victoria up 
to 9,000 feet. 

(307) Fulvetta manipurensis. 

The Manipur Fulvetta. 

Proparufi manipurensis O. -Grant, Bull, B. O. C,, xvi ; p. 123 
(Manipur). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to F. v. vinipecta but differs in wanting 
the white supercilia and in having the flanks and sides bright 
tawny-rufous; the coronal stripes are chocolate, not black, and 
the lower back, rump and upper tail*coverts are dull ochraceous 
orange. 

Colours of soft parts. The legs in the dried skin are light 
brownish-yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 5(3 mm. ; tail about 47 mm.; tarsus 
about 22 mm.; culmen 8 mm. 

Distribution. Obtained by Godwin-Austen on theOwen-khulno 
Peak, Manipur, and not again by anyone else. 

Nidification and Habits. Unknown ; found at 8,000 feet. 

(308) Fulvetta ruficapilla sordidior. 

Rii’pox’s Fulvetta. 

Praparus sordidior Bipppu, Bull, B. O. C., xiii, p. 60 (1903) (Talifu), 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and in front of the eye greyish ; a white 
ring round the eye; forehead, crown and nape dull chestnut; 
a faint grey supercilftim and over that a black stripe; ear-coverts 
greyish brown; back and wings ohve^grov; outer edge of first 
primaries bluish grey, inner black ; lower back, rump and upper 
tail-coverts and tail fulvous; chin and throat grey, obsoletely 
striped ; breast vinous grey ; flanks and abdomen pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. u Iris dark brown; bill black-brown, 
lower mandible yellow-brown; legs and feet dark olive-brown '* 
('Rothschild , Nov. Zool., xxviii, p. 27). 
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Measurements. Wing 63 to 67mm.; tail about 54mm.; tarsus 
about 22 nmi,; culm on about 9 mm. 

Distribution. Yumian and W. China and ? Shan States. 

Eggs of a Fulvetta sent me from the Eastern Shan States' 
probably belonged to this race. 

Nidification and Habits. Frequents mountains between 7,000 
and 11,000 feet elevation. 


Genus LIOPARUS Oates, 1889. 


As pointed out by Oates this genus differs from Fulvetta in 
having the hairs over the nostrils longer and the rictal bristles 
much longer; a shorter, broader bill and, especially, by its much 
shorter bind claw. The genus contains but one very little-known 
species which Hodgson first called chrysotis and then later altered 
to thrymas. The former name, however, must stand. 


(309) Lioparus chrysotis. 

This Gol den-breaste d Fitly etta . 


Propants chrysotis (ITodgs.), Blyth, J. A.S. B.y xiii, p. 988 (1884) 
(Sikkim). 

Lioparus chrysceus. Blanf. & Gates, i, p. 174, 

Vernacular names. Prony-sctmycr-jpho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape and lores soft blackish- 
ashy ; ear-coverts, cheeks and a ring round the eye silverv-white, 
the first streaked with ashy ; back and scapulars ashy-olive; rump 
and upper tail coverts olive-green; tail brown, the basal two- 
thirds of all the feathers margined with orange-yellow ; wing- 
coverts black; wings dark brown, the first live primaries edged 
with orange-yellow; the outer secondaries all broadly margined with 
the same and tipped with white; the inner secondaries broadly 
margined with white on the inner webs; chin and throat silvery- 
ashy-brown; remainder of lower plumage bright orange-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill plumbeous, paler below; 
legs pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 50to64 mm.; 
tail about 50 mm.; tarsus about 28mm.; culroen about 8 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Assam in the higher ranges 
both North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Nidification. Hodgson describes the nests as oval, measuring 
about 6' x 4*5", made almost entirely of bamboo leaves and 
grass and lined with grass and moss roots. Nests taken by 
II. Stevens in Nepal agree well with the above but are smaller 
and are very deep cups, not domed, densely lined with feathers. 
They were placed in clumps of bamboo as were Hodgson’s. The 
eggs, three in number, are white, deeply tinged with pink before 
being blown, with blotches and spots of sienna-brown and pale 
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neutral tint, principally disposed ns n ring round the larger end. 
I my measure about 17’4x 13-» mm. Mr. Stevens’s nests were 
taken on the 29th .May and 3rd June at about 9,000 feet. 

Habits. Stevens found them in pairs haunting shrubs in dense 
tcrest between 6,000 and 9,000 feet elevation. 


Subfamily SIBIIN2E*. 

This subfamily differs from the Timaliincv in having longer 
\vmgs and comparatively shorter, weaker tarsi and feet. Together 
with these features they have different habits, as one would have 
expected. They are strictly arboreal, seldom, if ever, feeding on 
he ground, nor do they scramble and climb about the under- 
growth but hop from one branch to another, take easily to flight, 
and are not nearly so noisy ns the last group of birds. 

Ihe sexes are alike in plumage and often brightlv coloured. 

this subfamily remains much as in Blanford and Oates, but the 
of^haqje^^ ^ reinoVec * en to a ^ ani ^} r by itself, Zoxteropuhv 

Ihe genus Actinodura 1 retain in this subfamily with some 
count, as in many ways it approaches the previous subfamily, 
especially in its indication, but on the whole it appears to be 
properly placed where it is. 

Key to Genera, 

A. Tail nearly twice the length of wing. Stbia, p. 295. 

. tail and wing* not differing much in length, 
a. i a 1 1- teat hers grad uated. 

re'. All the tail-feathers graduated. 
a * 1^1 longer than wing; the outer 
tail-feathers falling short of tip of 
tail by a distance equal to length 
of tarsus. 

^ * n 8 s barred . Leioptila, p. 290. 

’ M VVu, P l karred . Acting urn a, p. 303. 

o . tail not longer than wing; the outer 
tail-feathers falling short of the tip of 
m by less than the length of tarsus. 

0 • Nostrils not overhung by hairs* 

bai ™ d .. Ixops, p. 307. 

d . iNostrils overhung by hairs and 

_ w higs not barred. .Staphidia, p. 309. 

Oaten real d ! H ; s ,l0 l belong rathe TimaliidcB at all. 

r?**?/ 1 their close connection with the Turdicfa but placed them in Ids 

H e aZt tdmr tl,at tb ®V h " nage of the younf was like that of 

D,.i T 4 .’ bas been proved that in Larviwra, Bmchypten/.v and 

%re true '! 0,lng ' Th e genera Mymphwiem and Arrenga. 
Tn-ln m - T T ' V ^fP hr0r,m spears to be a Warbler somewhere near 
shor winwfd Ph a ? C °i’ ff r a ar ® Wrens > Troglodytid «; and the other genera 
in the 7hrrfi;^ ha ’ wwy be reUin « d *» * subfamily, Brackgpttm/ma, 

in InUire volumes. ^ wiU b ° foUnd theiAppropriL places’ 
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b'. The two outer pairs only of tail-feathers 

graduated .. Siva, p. 312. 

a. Tail square and not graduated. 

V. Bill slender, gently cmved and both 

mandibles of the same length . Yuhina, p. 310. 

d’. Bill stout and straight, the upper man¬ 
dible longer than the lower one, with 
the tip bent down. 

e n . Depth of bill at nostrils less than 

breadth . Ixunus, p. 821. 

d“. Depth of bill at nostrils more than 

breadth .. Erpornis, p. 324. 

Genus SIBIA Hodgson, 1836. 

The genus Sibia contains but one species, which is remarkable 
for the extraordinary length of its tail, which is twice as long as 
the wing and greatly graduated. 

The bill is shorter than the head, slender and -curved, and the 
nostrils are covered by a large membrane. The rictal bristles are 
moderate in length. The bill is similar to that of Leioptila, figured 
below. 

(310) Sibia picaoides picaoides. 

The Long-tailed Sibia. 

Sihia picaoides Hodgs., J.A. S. B,, viii, p. *38 (1839) (Nepal) ; Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 195. 

Vernacular names. Matcheo-pho (Lepeba). 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail deep slaty- 
brown, the tail tipped with white and the wings with a white patch 
formed by a spot on each outer web of four of the secondaries ; 
forehead and lores blackish : throat and breast slaty-brown; 
remainder of lower plumage ashy-grey, becoming albescent on the 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red or crimson, occasionally brown ; 
bill black or horny-black ; legs dusky grey, claws horny-black. 

Measurements. Total length about 340 mm. ; wing 120 to 
125 mm. ; tail about 210 to 220 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.; 
culmen about 24 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim to Assam North and South 
of the Brahmaputra; Chin Hills, Kachin Hills, Shan States and 
Karenni to Tenasserim. 

Nidiftcation. A. nest taken by Mr. II. Stevens in Sikkim at 
about 8,000 feet elevation, where this Sibia was common and no 
others were present, was assuredly of this bird though the owner 
of it was not shot. It was a compact nest made entirely of moss, 
lined with moss roots and was placed at the end of the branch of 
a pine-tree. The one egg it contained measured 24*5x18*3 mm. 
and is exactly like those of Leioptila gracilis , described further on. 
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Habits, This beautiful Sibia is not uncommon from 3,000 to 
8,000 feet, frequenting forests in small parties or in pairs and 
feeding largely on the insects which are found in flowering trees, 
such as the cotton-tree etc. They are not noisy birds but 
frequently utter a note which Jordon terms u a sort of whistling 
call, shrill but not unpleasant. According to Stevens it is found 
m the toot-hills in Lakhimpur in January and February in flocks 
numbering as many as twenty. 
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Genus LEI0PTILA Blyth, 1847. 

Differs chiefly from Sibia in its much shorter tail; this is longer 
than the wing and well graduated, the outermost feather reaching 
a little beyond the middle of the tail. The rictal bristles are a 
littlp longer than in Sibia and there is a full crest in all the 
species. 


Key to Species and Subspecies . 

V. Crown of head black or brown. 
a. Median pair of tail-feathers with a 
subliminal black band. 

Bumpanduppertail-covertsrufous. [p, 296. 

a". Darker; breast rufous. L. camstraUt capistrata. 

b'. Paler; breast pale pinkish- 

rufous... L.c. pallida , p. 298. 

b. Pump and upper tail-coverts ashy . L. gracilis, p. 298. 
o. Median pan* of tail-feathers uniform 
brown or black with a white tip. 
o'. Hump and upper tail-coverts choco¬ 
late-brown. 

c". Timer secondaries black. 
a”. Upper plumage brownish 

, black . Z. nL raelanolevca, p. 299. 

b' . Upper plumage deeper black. L. m. radclifei, p. 300. 
d . Inner secondaries chiefly chest- 

-r> nut ,. castanoptera , p. 300. 

d\ Kump chestnut. 

e''. Winer-c 


^ing-co verts margined with 


X. annectens annedens , 
X. a. mturata, p. 301 . 
X. a . davixoni, p. 302. 


;p. 3 oo. 


ashy and chestnut. 
c"'. Chestnut of back paler .... 
d" 1 . Chestnut of back darker.... 

/'• Wing-coverts entirely black .. 

B. Crown of head bluish-grey like the 

upper back .... p pulchella pulcheUa p. 302. 


( 311 ) Leioptila capistrata capistrata. 

The Black-heabed Sibia. 


^DaSlin Tlgors > Z S ‘> im > P* 56 (Himalayas) 

Lioptila capistrata . Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 196. 


Vernacular names. Sambriak-pho (Lepcha); Sesigona (Bhut )• 
Sibya (Nep.). v / 9 
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Description. Forehead, crown, crest, nape and sides of the 
head black, the ear-coverts sometimes dark brown; the whole 
lower plumage, rump and upper tail-coverts and a broad collar 
round the neck deep bright rufous; back and scapulars greyish- 
brown : median tail-feathers rufous for three-quarters of their 
length, then with a dark hand and a bluish tip; in t he other feathers 
the rufous portion rapidly diminishes and the black increases; 
lower wing-coverts rufous ; pritnary-coverts black ; greater coverts 
white at base, forming a broad band, the exterior feathers blue 
tipped with black, the others tipped with rufous; inner secondaries 
chestnut edged with blue; the other quills dark brown, the 
primaries with the outer webs pale blue, the outer secondaries 
dark blue. 



Fig. 55.—Hoad of L. c. eapistrata. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish-brown to brilliant crimson, 
perhaps according to age; bill black; legs fleshy-grey to purplish- 
brown, claws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 to 230 mm.; wing 91 to 
96 min.; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm.; culmen about 
20 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Himalayas, Haini-tal to Dalla Hills. 

Nidiftcation. The Black-headed Sibia breeds during May and 
June at elevations between 5,000 and 7,000 feet, making a very 
compact, deep cup of moss, sometimes mixed more or less with scraps 
of dead leaf, lichen, etc. Between the outer nest and the true 
lining of ti ne roots and fern-rae hides is an inner lining of soft grass 
and shreds of fibre and leaves. The nest is very hard to locate, as 
it is generally high up in pine-, fir-, or deodar-trees in the bushy 
extremities of the outer branches. The eggs are generally two, 
more rarely three, and are pale blue in ground-colour with 
splashes, smears and blotches of pale and dark brownish-red with 
a few spots and hair-lines of very dark red-black. The shell is 
fine but not glossed, they are fragile eggs for their size and in 
shape they are rather broad blunt ovals. They measure about 
24*1X19*1 mm. 

Habits. This Sibia is found in flocks, often of some size, in 
tree forest between 5,000 and 8,000 feet elevation, wandering a 
good deal lower in the cold weather. They are entirely arboreal 
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and keep much to the higher branches of firs, spruce and similar 
trees, using their wings far more and their feet far less than birds 
of the preceding sub-family; at the same time their flight is dipping 
and slow, nothing like that of the Turdidce. They are rather 
noisy birds, but their notes are very pleasing and Hutton says 
their “loud, ringing call titteree , titter ee, tueeyo quickly repeated 
may be constantly heard on wooded banks during summer/’ 

(312) Leioptila capistrata pallida. 

The Pale Sibia. 

Lioptila capistrata pallida ITartert, Kat. Vog. Senckenb. Mus., p. 21 
(1891) (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from L. c. capistrata in being paler every¬ 
where and in having the lower parts a pale, almost pinkish 
rufous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

Distribution. N. W. Himalayas, Hazara to Garhwal. 

Nidification. The nest and eggs cannot be distinguished from 
the last but Mr. A. E. Jones has taken some very beautiful 
erytbiistic clutches in Simla. Twenty-four eggs average about 
5*0x 1ST mm. 

Habits. Pound from 5,000 to 9,000 feet elevation in the same 
kind of haunts as the last bird. 

(313) Leioptila gracilis. 

The Ghey Sibia. 

Hypsipetes (jracilis McOlell., P. Z. S., 1889, p. 159 (Assam). 

Lioptila (jracilis . Blank & Oates, i, p. 197. 

Vornacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and lores black, paling on the 
nape and ear-coverts and blending with the rich slaty-brown of 
the hind neck, back and scapulars; rump and upper tail-coverts 
a shy-grey ; lesser, median arid primary coverts, and outer feathers 
of the greater coverts black ; remaining greater coverts and inner- 
moat secondaries bluish-ashy, edged with black, and the basal 
portions more or less white; quills black, the earlier primaries 
edged with hoary-grey on the outer webs; central tail-feathers 
bluish-grey with subterminal black bands, the black bands and 
grey tips increasing in extent until the outermost feathers are 
entirely black with grey tips ; chin, throat and cheeks white, 
becoming fulvous on the breast and abdomen, the sides of which 
are washed with lilac; vent and under tail-coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to bright crimson, reddish-brown 
in young birds; bill black; legs and feet brown to brownish-black, 
the feet and claws darker still. 
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Measurements. Total length about 235 to 245 nun.; wing 92 to 
97 mm.; tail about 130 to 140 mm.; tarsus about 30 mm,; ou linen 
about 20 mm. 


Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Mauipur and 
Chin Hills. 

Nidification. This bird breeds freely in the Khasia Hills, where 
it is common between 4,000 and 6,000 feet. In the early sixties 
Godwin-Austen took its nest in the Umiarn Valley and the next 
nest was taken by myself in 1905 in the same spot; since then 
many nests have been taken, all in pine-trees and all built in the 
thick tufts at the ends of branches. They are made of green moss 
and lined with roots and are rather massive and well-built cups. 
The eggs are generally two only in number, sometimes three and 
very rarely four. In appearance they are very like weakly coloured 
Blackbirds’ eggs, pale greyish or greenish blue, lightly freckled and 
blotched all over with pale reddish ; a few eggs approach the 
AcUnodura type of egg with bolder markings and spots. Sixty 
eggs average 23*9x 17*7mm. The breeding season lasts from the 
middle of May to July and the birds may be found during these 
months any where between 4,000 feet and the highest peaks. 

Habits. The Grey Sibia is essentially a bird of pine-forests, 
outside of which it is but rarely met with except in the cold 
weather months, when it wanders down to about 3,000 feet in any 
kind of tree-forest. It flies fairly well, haunting the tops of the 
pines in small flocks or pairs, working the branches for insects as 
assiduously as other species of this family. Its call is a fine, dear 
treble Tiote but it has many others of a conversational character 
though it is not a noisy bird. 

(314) Leioptila melanoleuca melanoleuca. 

Tic kell’s Sibia. 

Sibia melanoleuca Tickell, Blyth, J. A. S.B., xxviii, p. 413(1859) 
(Muleyit Mt.). 

Lioptila melanoleuca. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 198. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Ear-coverts very dark brown; forehead, crown, 
nape and rest of the sides of the head black; back, scapulars, 
lesser and median wing-coverts, rump and upper tail-coverts 
chocolate-brown, tinged with ashy on the two latter parts ; wing- 
quills and greater coverts black ; tail dark brown, the outer webs 
edged black and all the feathers tipped with white; entire lower 
plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris lake ; bill black ; legs and feet dark 
reddish-brown to dark purplish-brown or brownish black ( Hume 
cf* Dav.), 

Measurements. Length about 220 mm. ; wing 87 to 90 mm.; tail 
about 120 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; cuimen about 17 min. 


800 


TIMALIIDA3. 


Distribution. From Mulai~yit Mountain in Tenasserim, possibly 
through Siam to the Shan States and Ruby Mines district. 

Nidification. Davison obtained a nest of this bird on Mulai-yit. 
made of bamboo leaves, grass, moss and other materials and placed 
in a small branch of a high tree growing in a ravine. It was taken 
on the 21st February and contained three eggs, pale spotless blue 
and measuring about 29*8x17*0mm. 

Habits similar to those oi' the last bird. Davison describes 
its note as a single, long-drawn, clear-sounding whistle. 

(315) Leioptila melanoleuca radcliffei, ? subsp. now 

Radcli r Y & f & Sima. 

Vernacular names. IS one recorded. 

Description. Differs from L. m. melanoleuca in having the 
whole upper parts glossy black with no trace of brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. There are only three specimens from N.E. Central 
Burma in the British Museum and one in the Bombay Natural 
History Society’s Museum from Taunghoo. These are marked 
Liojjtrla radcliffei , but there is nothing to show by whom the name 
was written or where it has been published, if ftt all. 

Nidification and Habits. Not recorded. 

(316) Leioptila castanoptera. 

Fea’s Sima. 

Malarias castanoptera Salvador!, Aim. Mus. Civ. Gen., (2) vii, 
p. 363 (1889) (Monte Garin). 

Lioptila castanoptera . BJanf. & Oates, i, p. 199. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Resembles Tickell’s Sibia but is a darker bird 
and has the greater part of the inner secondaries and greater 
coverts chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. A rather larger bird than the last; wing 89 to 
95mm. 

Distribution. Karen ni and Western Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(317) Leioptila annecteris annectens. 

Biatu’s Sibia. 

Leioptila annetstensTftyth, J. A. S. B., x\i, p. 450(1847) (Darjeeling). 

Lioptila annectens. Blank Sc Oates, i, p. 199. 

Vernacular names. Itubnun-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Upper part of head arid hind neck black, the 



latter streaked with white ; sides of the back black; scapulars pale 
rufous ; middle of back, rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut, 
the latter with a few black streaks ; lesser and median wing- 
coverts black edged with ashy; greater coverts black tipped with 
chestnut; primaries black, edged on the outer webs of ail but the 
last two or three with bluish-white, secondaries the same but with 
broader edges and the innermost tipped with white and with some 
chestnut on the outer web; tail black, edged with still deeper black 
on the basal half and tipped with white, the white increasing in 
extent outwardly ; lower plumage white, except the vent, flanks 
and tinder tail-coverts which are chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris grey-brown in the young to choco¬ 
late-brown and deep crimson in the adult; bill black, the extreme 
base of the lower mandible yellow; legs and feet wax- or chrome- 
yellow, claws brownish. 

Measurements. Total length about 100mm.; wing 75 to80 mm.; 
tail about 85 to 87 mm. ; tarsus about 24 nun. ; cultnen about 
15 to 16 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Assam North and South of the Brahrna- 
pufcru, Manipur and Chin Hills. 

Nidification. This graceful Sibia breeds from 4,000 feet to the 
top of the* highest hills South of the Brahmaputra, placing its nest 
on the small outer branches of trees, sometimes at great heights, 
sometimes in quite small saplings not 20 feet from the ground. 
In shape it is a deep cup of moss, mixed with a few leaves and 
roots with an inner lining of grass and reed-stems and a true 
lining of fine roots and fern-rachides. It is placed without any 
attempt at concealment and even if not spotted tit once the excited 
actions ot the birds soon draw one s attention to it. The eggs, 
which number either two or three, are pale blue with blots, 
blotches and specks of pale reddish-brown and a few hair-lines 
of the same or darker. Twenty-five eggs average 22*0x15*5 mm. 
The breeding season is May and June. 

Habits. Blyth’s Sibia is a bird of the evergreen forests above 
4,000 feet, descending but little lower even in the cold season. It 
climbs, creeps and flutters amongst the higher branches of the 
trees in hunting for food and is generally found in small parties 
of five or six individuals. Their note is a clear, single whistle but 
they are quite unobtrusive birds, though not very shy. 

(318) Leioptila annectens saturata. 

Waldi-x’s Sibia. 

Lioptila sautrata Walden, Ibis, 1875, p. 362 (Karennee). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last but differs in having the back 
a richer, deeper chestnut. 
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Distribution. The eastern bills of Burma, Ivachin Hills and 

nan States to Karenni. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(319) Leioptila annectens davisoni. 

Davison’s Sibia. 

Lioptila davisoni Hume, & F., v, p. 110 (1877) (Muleyit Mt.): 

Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 200. ‘ * 9 

Veniacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from L. a. annectens in having the back and 
wing-coverts black and the rump and upper tail-coverts mingled 
black and deep ferruginous maroon. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson; bill black; legs horny- 
brown. ° J 

Measurements about the same as in the other races or a 
trifle smaller ; wing about 75 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Davison says: “I only found this bird at Muleyit, 
quite near the top, usually in pairs, sometimes singly. I found it 
generally about the large trees surrounding the ‘Saltans’ or 
camping-grounds, strange to say, climbing about the trunk and 
branches much after the manner of a Nuthatch. I have also 
seen it hunting about the leaves and smaller branches of the 
tree-tops. Those I killed had eaten only insects.*’ 

(320) Leioptila pulchella pulchella. 

The Beautiful Sibia. 

Sibia pulchella Oodw.-Aust., A. M. N. II., (4) xiii, p. 100 (1874) 
(Kunho, Naga Hills). v 7 

Lioptila pulchella. Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 200. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole upper plumage and smaller wing-coverts 
bluish-grey, brighter on the head ; median tail-feathers umber- 
brown, with a subterminal black band and a dark grey tip; the 
black gradually increasing in extent until the outermost feathers 
are nearly all black with grey tips; greater coverts next the back 
entirely chocolate-brown changing to black on the outer coverts 
vviaglet and primary-edverts; primaries black broadly edged with 
bluish-grey ; outer secondaries with darker grev edges and inner 
secondaries umber-brown, edged with black on the outer webs; 
lores and round the eye black; ear-coverts mixed bluish-grey and 
black , lower plumage ashy-blue, tinged with vinous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson ; bill black; legs horny-brown. 
Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 100 to 
105 mm,; tail about 120 mm.; tarsus about 33 mm. f culmen 
about 20 mm. 
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Distribution. The Hills South of the Brahmaputra above 5,000 
feet, Toropatu Peak, I) nil a Hills. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. This Sibia Frequents onty the higher ranges. In some 
parts of the Naga Hills at about 7,000 to 9,000 feet it is not rare 
and it wanders, probably only in winter, into Caehar and the 
Klmsia Hills on the peaks and ridges between 5,000 and 6,000 feet. 
God win-Austen says that it is found in companies of about half-a- 
dozen, haunting the tops of rhododendron-trees, the flowers of 
which it searches busily for insects. The only call I heard was a 
very loud, shrill whistle, less musical than the notes of this genus 
generally are. They are extremely active birds like ail the others. 


Genus ACTINODURA Gould, 1836. 

The genus Actinodum only differs from Leioptila in its shorter, 
less slender bill and in life they have a stouter, rather stronger 
tarsus, though this is not .visible in dried skins. 

The bill is about half the length of the head, the rictai bristles 
are long and the tail is considerably longer than the wing and well 
graduated as in Leioptila. 

There are in India and Burma two species which vary con¬ 
siderably in different geographical areas. 

Keij io Species and Subspecies , 

A . No white ring round eye. 

a. Forehead and fore crown chestnut; back 

reddish-olive . A. egertoniegertoni, p,3Q3. 

b. Forehead rufous ; crown like the back. 

a'. Back ochraceous . A. e. k/iasiana, p. 304. 

b 1 . Back greyish-olive, ..... . A. o. ripponi, p. 305. 

B. A conspicuous ring of white feathers 

round the eye. [p. 305. 

e. Crown and back ashy olive-brown .... A. rarmayiramsayx, 

d. Crown tinged with rnfous; back more 

ochraceous . A. r. raddifei , p, 306. 

(321) Actinodura egertoni egertoni, 

The Nepal Bar-wing. 

Adinodura egertoni Gould, P. r L S., 1836, p. 18 (Sikkim): Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 201. 

Vernacular names, llamnio-pho (Lepeba). 

Description. Crest rich ashy-brown; forehead, lores, round the 
eye, cheeks and chin rufous; ear-coverts, sides of the neck and 
mantle brown, paler than the crest; smaller wing-coverts, rump, 
back and upper tail-coverts reddish brown; priuiary-coverts almost 
entirely black; greater coverts chestnut; inner webs of primaries 
and outer secondaries brown, the outer webs ashy with chestnut 
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bases and black bars; inner secondaries silky-brown, narrowly 
barred With black; outer tail-feathers brown, barred with black 
and tipped with white; the middle pair reddish brown, obsoletely 
barred and the intervening ones gradually changing from the 
one to the other ; throat and upper breast pinkish-fulvous ; 
remainder of lower plumage fulvous, the centre of the abdomen 
whitish and the under tail-coverts tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or reddish brown; bill pale 
horny-brown, darker on eulmen, paler on gonys; legs and feet 
pale sienna or pale brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 to 230 mm.; wing 80 to 
85mm.; tail about 105 to 115 nun. ; tarsus about 28 mm.; eulmen 
about 15 mm. 

Bistribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Dafia Hills. 

Nidification. The Nepal Bar-wing breeds between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet in May and June, making a compact cup-shaped nest of 
grass, leaves and bamboo leaves mixed with roots and tendrils arid 
fined with finer roots and rhizomorph. Outside there is always 
a certain amount of moss and often a great deal, whilst in some 
instances this material is largely used in the nest itself. It 
measures between 4 and 0 inches in diameter and is almost 
as deep as wide, though occasionally a more shallow-shaped nest 
may be taken. It is placed in saplings, small trees or high 
bushes 10 to 25 feet from the ground and most often in fairly 
dense forest. The eggs number two or three, very rarely four, 
and are a pale blue-green in colour with rather smeary lines, 
blotches and smudges of reddish brown with secondary markings 
of pale lilac-grey. The texture is fine, but not very glossy, the 
shape an obtuse oval and twenty-five eggs average 22*8x17*5 mm. 
in measurement. 

Habits. In habits these birds differ little from those of the genus 
Leioptila. Hume remarks that they go about in small parties 
and are quite tree-birds, clambering about and poking into every 
hole and cranny and foraging about much like Tits in the huge 
bunches of orchids and other parasites. They are rather noisy 
birds but most of their notes are mellow and pleasant. They are 
mainly insectivorous in their diet, perhaps wholly so. 

(322) Actinodura egertoni khasiana. 

The Shillong Bab-wing. 

Actinodura khasiana Godw.-Aust., J. A. S.B., xv, pt. ii, p. 70 (1870) 
(Shillong). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in the lighter crown, the 
rufous of the forehead is paler and does not extend on to the 
crown as it does in that bird; the back, rump and upper tail- 
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coverts are much more ochraceous and the central tail-feathers 
are much more distinctly barred. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra in Assam to 
Manipur. 

Nidification* Similar to that of the last bird but breeds at a 
lower elevation, i.e. between 3,500 and 6,000 feet. The eggs 
cannot be distinguished from those of the last bird and are like 
poorly coloured, weakly marked specimens of those of Trochalo- 
pterurnpJtceniceum. One hundred eggs average 23*4 x 17*7 mrn., and 
the extremes are 35*0x18*4, 21*7x 17-4 and 22*0xl7'Qmm. 

Habits. This is a very common bird over all the Western Hills 
South of the Brahmaputra but much more rare to the East. It 
wanders about in parties of half-a-dozen to a dozen or so, keeping 
principally to the tree-tops and bigger trees, as described by Hume 
when referring to the last bird but sometimes haunting the lower 
cover when there is any special attraction. In N. Oachar they 
were found occasionally feeding on the ground amongst straw¬ 
berries, which were infested with a little black fly. In these latter 
cases we found the stomachs contained a mass of crushed straw¬ 
berries and Hies, the birds evidently swallowing them together. 
They were not shy birds and allowed quite close observation 
without moving away but they were always most restless and 
quick in their motions. 

(323) Actinodura egertoni ripponi. 

Hippon’s Bah-wing. 

Actinodura ripponi Ogi] vie-Grant, Ibis, 1907, p. 166 (Mfc. Victoria). 

Vernacular names. Pong-prop (ICachin). 

Description. Similar to A. e. k'/utsiana but with the crown dark 
grey as in A. e. egertoni and the back, rump and upper tail-coverts 
olive-green. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races. 

Distribution. Chin and Kachin Hills. 

Nidification and Habits differ in no way from those of the two 
other birds. Ten eggs taken by Rarington, Mackenzie, Grant 
and others average 23*0x17*5 mm. Harington obtained their 
nests from bamboo clumps. 

(324) Actinodura ramsayi ramsayi. 

Ramsay's Bab-wito. 

Actinodura ramsayi Walden, A. M. N, II.. (4) xv, p. 402 (1875) 
(Karemiee); Blanf. &■ Oates, i, p. 202. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. ‘Upper plumage ashy olive-brown, tinged with 
ferruginous on the head and more so on the forehead, the feathers 
of the baek,rmnp and upper tail-coverts faintly cross-barred with 
black ; lores dusky ; a conspicuous ring of white round the eye; 
sides of head ashy ; primary-coverts black ; inner secondaries and 
other wing-coverts olive-brown, distinctly barred with black; 
outer webs of primaries and outer secondaries chestnut on the 
basal, ashy on the terminal halves, barred with black; tail olive- 
brown, distinctly barred with numerous narrow black bars, the 
bars increasing in width on the outer feathers; all the tail- 
feathers tipped with white ; whole lower plumage ochraceous buff, 
becoming browner on the under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light hair-brown ; bill horny-brown ; 
legs slaty-brown ( Wardlaw-Ramsay). 

Measurements. Total length 230 to 240 mm.; wing 86 to 
90 mm.; tail about 120 to 130 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; culmen 
about 18 mm. 

Distribution. The Southern Shan States and Karenni. 

NidifLcation unknown. 

Habits. Rippon records of this bird in the Shan States : “ The 
habits of this bird are very like those of Leioptila castdhoptera ; 
it hops rapidly from branch to branch, frequently uttering its 
call. The call of L. castanoptera is three notes in the minor in a 
descending scale, preceded by a flourish; that of A. ramsayi is 
the same without the flourish.” It is found in heavy forest or 
brushwood between 3,000 and 5,000 feet elevation. 

(325) Actinodura ramsayi radcliffei. 

The Ruby Muses Bau-wing, 

Actinodura ramsayi radcliffei llarington, Bull. B. O. C. ; xiii, p. 9 
(1910) (Ruby Mines). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ Differs from A. ramsayi in having the fore part 
of the head and crest darker ferruginous, the general colour of 
the upper parts ochraceous ; the abdomen is conspicuously white, 
and the feathers of the throat have rather conspicuous shaft- 
streaks.” 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris brown ; bill dark brown ; legs pale 
brown.” 

Measurements. u Total length about 246 mm.; culmen 20 mm.; 
wing 91*4 mm.; tail 127 mm.; tarsus 30*5 mm.” 

Distribution. “ The type, the only specimen obtained, was shot 
by Col. II. Delme-Radcliffe in the Ruby Mines District, Upper 
Burma.” 

Nidificafion and Habits unknown. 
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Genus IXOPS Hodgson, 1844. 

rhe genus Icops is very close to Actimdura , differing only in 
having a comparatively shorter tail and the tail-feathers less 
graduated. Species of this genus extend from Nepal eastwards to 
Formosa. In the case of this genus, it is not easy to decide 
whether the different forms should be treated a 3 species or sub¬ 
species. There are four quite distinct birds in which the 
material at present available shows no intergrading. These are 
two ruious-breasted birds, one striped and one unstriped, a 
third striped grey bird and a fourth with a grey breast with 
brown centres. There seems, however, to be no intervening area 
in which a half-way form occurs. At the same time no two of 
these forms are found breeding in the same area and, therefore, 
for the present, I keep them as geographical races, or subspecies, 
only. 

Ixops nipalensis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Chiu, throat and breast not striped 
head with pale streaks ............ . 

Ik Chin, throat , and breast streaked 


[p. 307. 

hops nipalensis nipalensis , 


Ixops n. ivaldeni, p. 308. 
Ixops n. poliotis , p. 309. 
Ixops n, dajiaemis , p. 309. 


Pig. 66.—Head of I. n. nipalensis. 

(326) Ixops nipalensis nipalensis. 

Tub Hoary Bar-wing. 

Civclosoma nipalensis Ilodgs., As. lies., xix, p. 145 (1830) (Nepal). 
Ixops nipalensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 203. 

Vernacular names. Itamnio-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead ancl crest coffee-brown, with long pale 
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rufous shaft-streaks; sides of neck, mantle, back arid lesser wing- 
coverts rufescent brown, with indistinct pale shaft-lines; rump 
and upper tail-coverts more rufous and unstreaked ; primary- 
coverts black; greater coverts rufous tipped with hoary; quills 
chestnut, barred with black on the outer webs ; innermost 
vufescent and barred on both webs; the outer webs of the first 
few primaries more or less ashy ; basal portion of tail eastaneous, 
barred with black, the chestnut decreasing in extent on the outer 
feathers, the other portions black, tipped with white; ear-coverts 
and lores pale grey; cheeks black, the black continuing back 
below the ear-coverts ; chin, throat and breast fulvous-ashy, 
turning to ferruginous on the flanks, lower abdomen and under 
tail-co verts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, eyelid bluish grey; bill 
brownish black; feet brownish-fleshy, claws livid (Scully). 

Measurements. Length about 200 mm.; wing 84 to 91 mm.; 
tail about 80 to 8*>/intn.; tarsus about 30nun.; culinen 17 to 18mm. 
As usual with the Timaliidcz, the female is decidedly smaller than 
the' male. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. 

Nidification. Hodgson notes that this Bar-wing breeds between 
4,000 and 6,000 feet in Sikkim and Nepal but the nest and eggs 
he describes in no way resemble any other birds of this group, and 
judging from the very close connection of this genus with the 
genus Actinoclum there is possibly some mistake. Other observers 
say that in the breeding season they haunt mountains nearer the 
8,000-foot levels. 

Habits. Jerdon says that it is more arboreal than birds of the 
last genus and that it feeds chiefly on insects which it obtains from 
the higher parts of moderate-sized trees, especially those With 
insect-infested flowers such as rhododendrons. He gives its 
habitat as from about 7,000 to 10,000 feet upwards. 

(827) Ixops nipalensis waldeni. 

W AlI. disk's Bar-wing?. 

Actinodura waldeni Godw.-Aust, P. Z. S., 1874, p. 46 (Jnpvo Peak, 
Nag* Hills). vi 

Zvoj)s waldeni. Blank & Oates, i, p. 204. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Feathers of head darker than in the last bird and 
un streaked but. with pale edges; the upper plumage is rufous, 
also unstreaked; the whole lower plumage is rufous, the feathers 
of t e chin, throat and breast with pale edges, giving a streaked 
appearance ; ear-coverts silvery-grey with fine dark centres. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale grey ; bill grey ; legs and feet 
fieshy- bro vvn ( Godiv .- Amt.) . 

Measurements as in the preceding race. 

Distribution. Naga Hills and* Manipur. 
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JSfidification and Habits. Noticing recorded beyond the tact that 
it is found up to 9,000 feet and frequents the tops of trees. 

(328) Ixops nipalensis poliotis. 

The Chin Hills Ear-wing. 

Ixops poliotis Iiippon, Bull. 8. 0. C., xv, p. 97 (1905) (Mt. Victoria). 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. Similar to /. n. waldeni but much darker above, 
almost a maroon-brown ; the ear-coverts are darker grey with 
broader brown centres. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. Chin Hills, Mt. Victoria. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(329) Ixops nipalensis daflaensis. 

Austen’s Bar-wing. 

Atitinodura daflaensis Godw.-Aust., A.M.N. II., (4) xvi, p. 340 (1875) 
(Dada. Hills). 

Ixops daflaensis. Blank & Oates, i, p. 204, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to I. n. ivaldeni but a darker, duller 
chestnut above and the chin, throat and breast-feathers grey with 
reddish-brown central streaks, the whole effect being grey, not 
rufous; ear-coverts a rather darker grey. , 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Hoary Bar¬ 
wing. 

Distribution. Datla and Miri Hills. 

Habits. There is nothing on record beyond the fact that God\vin- 
Austen shot it in high forest on Shengorh Peak at about 7,000 feet. 

Genus STAPHIDIA Swinboe, 1871. 

The members of the genus Staphidia are found in tlio hill}' 
regions of North-Eastern India, Burma and China and again in 
Borneo. Two species are found within our limits, one of which 
is represented by two geographical races. 

In Staphidia the bill is short and thick and resembles that of 
Ixuhis , figured below; the nostrils are overhung by a few long 
hairs ; the rictal bristles are short and the head is crested. The 
tail is comparatively long and much graduated. Some species of 
this genus have been wrongly retained in Ixuhis by Indian 
authors, the square tail of Ixulus at once separating it from the 
rounded tail of Staphidia. 

In this genus the first three primaries are graduated, the third 
and fourth being subequal. 


MIN/Sr^ 


TIMaLIIDJ]. 






310 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A, Crown chestmit-rufous 


S. castaneiceps, p. 310. 


B. Crown dark brown, no supercilium .... S. striata striata, p. 311. 

C. Crown dark grey with white supercilium.. S. s. rnjigcnis, p. 311. 


(330) Staphidia castaneiceps. 

The Chestnut-headed Staphidia. 


Jxnlus castaneiceps Moore, P. Z.S., 1854,'p. 141 (Afghanistan in 
errors) (Cachar). 

Staphidia castaneiceps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 205. 

Vernacular names. Bao^tisha-mayini (Cachari). 

Description. Forehead chestnut-brown, the feathers margined 
with grey ; crown and crest chestnut; upper plumage and visible 
portions of wings and tail greenish brown, the back and scapulars 
with white shafts; middle tail-feathers and concealed webs 
blackish brown, outer feathers broadly tipped white, the tips 
decreasing in extent until they disappear in the central ones ; 
lores grey; a short supercilium from above the eye white; ear- 
coverts chestnut with whitish shafts; lower plumage and under 
wing-coverts pale fulvous white; under tail-coverts brown tipped 
with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides pale hazel; bill rather light 
reddish-horny, gape and base of both mandibles purplish ; legs 
dull reddish or flesh-colour, claws dusky flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Length about 135 mm .; wing 66 to 70 mm.; tail 
about 58 nun.; tarsus about 14 nun.; culmen about 7*5to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Assam Hills jSouth of the Brahmaputra as far 
East as the Naga Hills and South to Lushai. According to 
Godwin- Austen this bird has also been found in the Dafla Hills. 

Nidification. This pretty little Babbler breeds all over its range 
between 2,000 and 5,000 feel, principally about 3,000 feet. The 
breeding season begins in the middle of April and ends in the 
middle of July and the nest is nearly always placed in holes in 
small perpendicular banks, those beside paths cut through the 
jungle being a very favourite site. They are placed only just 
inside the hole, often very indifferently concealed, and are made 
of some very soft fibrous material like tow, the surrounding 
portion of the nest being of weed stems, moss and leaves, more 
or less mixed with shreds of grass. The eggs number three or 
four and are broad, obtuse ovals, pure glossy white with fairly 
numerous specks aiid spots of vandyke-brown or reddish-brown, 
sometimes scattered over the whole surface, sometimes confined 
for the most part to the larger end, where they may form a rough 
ring or cap. 150 eggs average 16*6 X13 5 mm., the extremes being 
18 0x14*0; 16*2x14*2 mm. ; 15*0 X 13*0 and 15*2 x 12*3 nun. 

Habits. It is found during the non-breeding season in small 
flocks, the individuals keeping very near to one another. They 
' keep closely to the tops of the higher bushes and smaller saplings, 
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neither ascending to any height in the bigger trees nor frequent¬ 
ing the lower shrubs unless frightened, when they dive into the 
undergrowth and escape by clambering and flitting from one perch 
to another until they are out of sight. It is not a shy bird and 
may be watched at leisure from a few paces, scrambling about in 
very Tit-like postures and constantly uttering a low “chir-ehit,chir- 
chit.” It is a very poor flyer and seldom uses its wings for more 
than a few yards. Those birds examined had fed on aphidse, 
locust larva) and other insects and also on small hard seeds like 
mustard seed. 

(331) Staphidia striata striata. 

Tickeli/s SrAr hidia. 

Indus striatus Blyfch, J. A. S. B., xxviii, p. 413 (1859) (Temisserim). 

Staphidia striata. Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 206. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. General colour above dull olive-brown, the head 
darker with a greyish tinge, in some specimens a sooty-brown; 
the feathers of the head, mantle and back with grey shaft-stripes; 
ear-coverts dull chestnut and sides of the neck suffused with the 
same; wings and tail the same colour as the back but darker ; 
the three or four outer pairs of tail-feathers broadly tipped with 
white; under parts dull greyish white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red brown; bill dark horn- 
colour; legs reddish-horn. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 60 to 63 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim northwards through the hills of 
Eastern Burma to Bhamo iti the Chin Hills. 

Niclihcation. Very similar to that of the last bird and Mr. S. 
M. Itobinson records that this species like that form is also much 
given to nesting in holes in the roadside banks. The nest is like 
that of the Chestnut-headed Staphidia but more moss is used in 
its outer walls. The few eggs I have seen are not distinguishable 
from those of that bird. They measure about 17*7 x 13*7 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species. 

(332) Staphidia striata rufigenis. 

Hume’s Staphidia. 

Ixulus rnjitjems Hume, S. F., r, p. 108 (1877)(fliraalayas, Darjeeling). 

Staphidia rvfif/enis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. *206. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last but with the head lighter and 
more grey and with a distinct white supercilium from eye to back 
of ear-coverts, above which there is a rufous band. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 
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Distribution. Sikkim to Assam North and East of the Brahma¬ 
putra, Abor and Miri Hills. The eastern limits are not yet 
known, but Harington obtained it in the Kacbin Hills. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the previous two birds. Bound 
about Margherita we found its nests on banks and sides of 
cuttings through the jungle, made of soft tow-like material mixed 
with moss, leaves and rubbish, more or less filling the base of the 
hole in which it was placed. The eggs were generally three only, 
rarely four and they differed from those of the Chestnut-headed 
Staphidia only in being a little more richly marked. One hundred 
eggs measured on an average 16*6 x 13*3 mm. and the extremes 
were 18 0 x13*2 mm., 16*2 x 13*7 mm. and 14 7 x 12*4 nun. 

The breeding season lasts from March to Tune. 

Habits. This little Staphidia is found in parties throughout 
the cold weather, according to Stevens sometimes numbering as 
many as thirty individuals. It haunts trees and brushwood alike 
both in forest and in the secondary growth and has the usual 
restless habits of its tribe. It is not a shy bird. It probably 
ascends as high as 4,000 feet in summer but is more a low-level 
bird, keeping for the most part from the foot-hills up to about 
2,000 feet. 

Genus SIVA ITodgson, 1838. 

The genus Siva contains two species which occur within our limits, 
these being divided into several well differentiated, geographical 
races. They are distinguishable at a glance from other genera by 
their peculiar tail-feathers, the ends of which are obliquely truncated. 
The four central pairs are of equal length and the two outer pairs 
graduated. 

The bill is about half the length of the head, gently curved and 
notched ; the rictal bristles are long and the nostrils are covered 
by a membrane; the head is crested and they are birds of hand¬ 
some plumage. 

Key to Species and Subspecies . 

A. Primaries edged with orange. 

a. Central tail-feathers red on only half 

their length . S. strigula strigula, p. 313. 

b. Central tail-feathers red on five-sixths 

of their length . $ t s. castaneicauda, p. 314. 

B. Primaries edged with blue. 

e. Under plumage vinous-grey. 

a'. Upper plumage light ochraceous ; . Tp. 314. 

secondaries tipped with w r hite .... S. cyan, cyanouroptera, 
b\ Upper plumage fulvous olive-brown ; 

no white tips to secondaries . S. c, udngatei, p. 316. 

(I, Under plumage white. 

c'. .Forenead blue, indistinctly striped. 

Upper plumage fulvous olive- 
brown .. S. c. oatesi, p. 316 

V'. Upper plumage dusky olive-brown. S. c, sordula, p. 316. 
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(338) Siva strigula strigula. 

The Stiupe-tiluoated Siva. 

Siva strigula Hodgs., Ind. Rev., 1838, p, 89 (Nepal) ; Blanf. & Oates, 
i, p. 208. 

Vernacular names. Megblim (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape bright orange-brown ; 
a ring of yellowish feathers round the eye; sides of head grey, 
mottled with whitish and dusky ; upper plumage slaty-green: 
middle pair of tail-feathers chestnut-red on half the inner and 
one-third the outer webs at the base, the remaining two-tliirds 
black tipped with white; the next pair black with a trace of red 
at the base and tipped yellow; the other feathers black with 
increasingly broad yellow tips, the outermost pair being all of 
this colour: wing-coverts and winglet like the back; primary - 
coverts black ; primaries and outer secondaries black, the outer 


Fig. 57.—Head of S. s. strigula. 

webs edged with orange, changing to yellow near the tips, inner 
secondaries chiefly slaty-grey on the outer webs and black on the 
inner and tipped with white; chin orange-yellow; throat pale 
yellow, with narrow crescentic black cross-bars; a narrow 
lnoustachial stripe and a patch on the side of the neck black ; 
remaining lower plumage bright yellow, tinged with olivaceous on 
the sides of the breast and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark reddish-brown ; upper mandible 
dark brown, lower mandible light greyish-brown, tip white; legs 
and feet grey, claws light brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 64 to 69 m m. ; 
tail about 70 to72 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

“ The young appear to have the crown light golden yellow inter¬ 
mingled with grey, and to have the bars on the throat less 
developed ” {Oates), 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Eastern 
Assam North and South of the Brahmaputra Valley. 

Nidification. The Stripe-throated Siva breeds in May and June 
at heights between 4,000 and 9,000 feet or higher, making a 
neat cup-shaped nest of moss, roots and bamboo leaves, sometimes 
with a few' other dead leaves and reed-stems and lined with roots. 
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It is placed either in a high bush or a small sapling in forest, either 
pine, fir or other kinds. The eggs vary from two to four and are 
a bright pale blue in colour with a few specks or spots of black, or 
reddish, or reddish brown. They measure according to Hodgson 
between 20-0 to 22-8 in length and between 15-2 to lti-5 in breadth 
but nine eggs in my own collection measure only 19-fix 14*9 mm. 

Habits. This bird, like others of the genus, goes about in small 
flocks, haunting both the higher trees and scrub- and bush-jungle, 
though it. keeps more to the former than the latter. 


(334) Siva strigula castaneicauda. 

Hume’s Siya. 

Siva castaneicauda Hume, S. H, v. p. 100 (1877) (Muleyit); Blanf 
' & Oates, i, p. 209. J 

Vernacular names, hi one recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last bird in the much greater 
extent of red on the tail; the sides of the head are blackish and 
the ring of yellow round the eye brighter and more conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; upper mandible brown, 
lower fleshy; legs and feet dingy glaucous-blue. 

Measurements as in the last. I cannot find that the average 
size of the bill is any bigger. Oates says that the bill is much 
larger but gives no details. 

Distribution. The whole of Burma, throughout the hills from 
Tenasserim to the Chin and Kacldn Hills and Siam. 

It is extremely difficult to define the limits of these two races. 
Birds from the extreme South and Bast of Burma are quite different 
from those of the Western Himalayas to Sikkim, but birds from 
Assam to W. Central Burma are intermediate, having the sides of 
the head little darker than in typical strigula, yet with nearly as 
much red on the tail as castaneicauda ; the Chin Hills birds are a 
step nearer the latter, whilst those from Yunnan, the Shan States 
and all Eastern and Southern Burma are practically identical with 
that form. 

Nidification and Habits as far a v s is known like those of the last, 
bird. A single egg taken by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow measures 
18*4 x 15*0 mm. 


(335; Siva cyanouroptera cyanouroptera. 

Hodgsctn’s Blue-wingep Siya. 

Sira cyanouroptera Hodgs., Ind. ftev.,1838, p. 88 (Nepal) ; JBlanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 209. 

Vernacular names. Megblim advm (Lepclm). 

Description. Forehead, crown, nape and hind neck pale blue, 
, the sides of the crown deeper bine, the forehead and anterior part of 
the crown streaked with brown ; lores, round the eyes and a broad 


streak behind the eye white; back, scapulars, wing-coverts, rump 
and upper tail-coverts’bright ochraeeous ; the median pair of tail 
feathers wholly blue with a snbterminal black patch and white tip ; 
the next four pairs with the outer webs blue, the inner brown 
margined with white, with the black patch and white tip ; the 
outermost feather black on the outer, white on the inner web; 
primary -coverts black; wiuglet cobalt-blue, tipped white; primaries 
cobalt-blue on the outer webs; outer secondaries margined with 
pale blue and tipped white: inner secondaries blackish on the 
inner and bluish-grey on the outer webs, tipped white; ear-coverts, 
cheeks, sides of the neck, chin and throat, breast and sides of the 
body delicate vinous-grey ; middle of abdomen pale yellowish buff; 
vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-grey, brownish 
about the nostrils and with the base of the lower mandible 
yellowish ; feet fleshy-brown or flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 155 mm,; wing 
62 to 70 nun.; tail 63 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 25 mm.; cuhuen 
12 to 13 mm. Birds from the Himalayas are rather larger than 
those South of the Brahmaputra, having wings 65 to 70 mm. as 
against 02 to 64 mm. in the southern birds. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Naini-Tal to E. Assam,North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai, Chittagong Hill 
tracts and Chin Hills. 

Nidification. The Blue-winged Siva builds a nest which is a 
small, neat edition of that, of Lexothnx tutea; i. e. it is a small cup 
made of leaves, grasses, moss and roots, lined with very fine roots 
and fine grasses, usually of a very dark colour. The majority or 
nests are found low down in bushes only a few feet from the ground 
but others may be taken higher up in trees. Wherever it is placed, 
however, it is sure to be well hidden, unlike that of Leiotkrix which 
is well exposed to view. The eggs vary from two to four, often 
two only, and are like those of Siva strigula ; in shape they are 
very regular ovals and 24 eggs measure on an average 18*4 x 14* 1 mm. 
The breeding season is May and June. 

Habits. This Siva may be found anywhere between 3,000 and 
8,000 feet but is most common and breeds freely between 4,000 
and 6,000 feet. They consort in flocks and feed both on the 
higher trees and in amongst the brushwood and seem particularly 
fond of the tangles of raspberry aud blackberry vines so common 
throughout their haunts. They fly well and fairly cjuiekl} ♦ 

(336) Siva cyanouroptera wingatei. 

The Xxjtoak Blue-winged Siva. 

Siva wingatei Ogilvie-Urant, Bull. B. O. C., x, p. 38 (190b) 
( E. Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. Ching-tong~wu-lee (Kachin). 
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Description. Differs from Hodgson s Blue-winged Siva in having 
the upper plumage more olive-brown and in having no white tips 
to the wing-quills. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird, 
the culmen averaging a little larger. 

Distribution. Kuchin Hills to Yunnan and the Shan States. 

Nidifi cation. Nothing recorded hut a nest and egg sent me from 
the Shan States are) exactly like those of the last bird. 

Habits those of the genus* 

(337) Siva cyanouroptera sordida. 

The Dull Siva. 


Sira sordida Hume, S. F., v, p. 104 (1877) (Muleyit); Bianf. & 
Oates, i, p. 210. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from Hodgson’s Blue-winged Siva in having 
the upper parts earthy-brown, the under parts entirely white and 
no white tips to the wing-quills. 

Colours of soft parts. “Lower mandible, legs, feet and claws 
wbitey-brown ; upper mandible darker but still pale brown ; iris 
creamy-white ” (Oates), 

Measurements. Wing 62 mm.; tail 68 mm.; culmen 14 mm. 

Distribution. Mt. Muleyit in Tenasserirn. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(338) Siva cyanouroptera oatesi. 

Oates’s Sivi. 

Stva cyanouroptera oatesi Harington, Bull. B. 0. C., xxxiii, p 62 
(1013) (Byingyi Mountain). ' 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Intermediate between uoingatei an d sordida. Above 
olive-brown tinged with ochre on the rurnp but the head almost 
entirely dull blue, showing only faint indications of the stripes 
which are conspicuous in wingatei, Below white. 

Distribution. Mt. Byingyi, borders of Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits unknown. 


Genus YUHINA Hodgson, 1836. 

I he genus ) uJrina contains four species which are found within 
the limits of this work, extending from the Western Himalayas 
to Assam, Burma and China, 

In Yuhinci the bill is about two-thirds the length of the head, 
greatly curved and sharply pointed ; the frontal hairs and rictal 
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bristles are well developed and the nostrils are covered with a long 
membrane. The head is fully crested. The tail is rather short 
and quite square. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A. Throat streaked with black. 

а . Upper plumage fulvous brown ., 

б. Upper plumage olive-brown .. . 

B. Throat not streaked. 

c. Throat brown. 

a. King round the occiput white ; 

shafts to tail-feathers white .. 

}j. King round the occiput orange- 
rufous j shafts to tail-feathers 

brown . Y. occipitalis ioccipitalis, p.S19. 

d. Throat white with black spot oa e Jp* 520. 

c bin .,. Y. nigrinientum niyrimentum, 


Y. gularis gularis , p. 817. 
Y. (j. yangpiensis, p. 818. 


Y. diademata ccmpelina, p. 818. 


(339) Yuhina gularis gularis. 

The Stiupe-theoated Yuhina. 

Yuhina gularis Bodgs., As. Kes., six, p. 166 (1.830) (Nepal); Blauf. 

& Oates, i r p. 631. 

Vernacular names. Ftigi-pho (Lepcha). 

Description, Forehead and crest rich hair-brown; upper plumage, 
wing-coverts, inner secondaries and tail fulvous brown, more 
fulvous on the rump ; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts grey ; chin and 
throat pale rufeseent sfceaked with black; breast plain rufescent; 
remainder of lower plumage dull orange-brown, duller on the 
sides; primary-coverts and winglet black; wings blackish, the 
third to sixth primaries edged with pale grey on the terminal portion 
of the outer webs and all the secondaries except the first edged 
throughout their entire length with orange-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark hazel-brown; bill black, the 
lower mandible horny-brown ; legs and feet yellow-buff or orange- 
buff, claws dusky. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 155 mm.; wing to 
72 mm.; tail about 60 mm.; tarsus 20 mm; cuhuen about 12 to 
18 min. 

Distribution, Nepal to Eastern Assam North of the Brahma¬ 
putra, 

Nidification. Hodgson describes the nest as a massive globular 
affair of moss wedged into a fork of a tree or between rocks, and 
the eggs as buff or eafe-au-lait, thickly spotted with reddish brown. 
Nests taken for me by Messrs. \Y r . P. Masson and sent with the 
birds are cradles of fern and moss roots, lined with finer moss 
roots and attached to the pendent roots under an overhanging 
bank. The eggs are pale sea-green, profusely but not boldly, 
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speckled all over with light red. They measure 17*4x12-6 mm. 
All the nests were taken in May. 

Habits. Very little on record but it is found from 3,000 feet 
upwards and principally between 4,000 and 7,000 feet. A gre¬ 
garious bird and haunting trees in forest .in preference to the lower 
bushes and smaller cover. 

(340) Yuhina gularis yangpiensis. 

ShakpeA Yuhina. 

Yuhim yangpiensis Sharpe, Bull. B. O. O,, xiii, p. 11 (1900) (Yangpi, 
Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. Chee-ehaw-pum-frong , Chee-c'haw , Pum~chee~ 
chatv (Kachin). 

Description, Very similar to the last but is more olive-brown 
and less fulvous-brown above and the crest is fulvous-brown in¬ 
stead of a rich hair-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; upper mandible black, the 
lower horny ; logs and feet orange. 

Measurements as in Y g. gularis % 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills, 
Shan States and Yunnan. 

Nidificatiun and Habits unrecorded. 

(341) Yuhina diademata ampelina. 

Bippon’s Yuhina. 

Ynhim ampelina llippon, Bull. B. O. C., xi, p. 12 (1900) (Warabum. 
Bhamo Hills;. 

Vernacular names. Chee-chaiv-pum-frong, Chee-chaiv, Pirn- 
chee - cha w (Ivacb i ii 1. 

Description, Orest, wing-coverts and upper parts dark earth- 
brown ; a line of silky-white feathers from each eye meeting 
between the occiput and nape; crest with lighter shaft-streaks ; 
bastard wing and primary-coverts dark brown ; quills black, the 
shafts brown, changing to white at the tips and the primaries 
edged with white at the ends; tail-feathers brown, dusky on the 
inner webs and at the tips and with white shafts ; lores black; 
eyelid white;.sides of face and ear-coverts greyish brown, the 
latter with pale shaft-stripes; the anterior part of the cheeks 
darker brown : under parts earthy-brown, darker on chin and 
throat, greyish on the breast and paler on flanks: centre of 
abdomen and tail-coverts white. Axillaries and under wing- 
coverts white with brown patch. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris clear chestnut; bill and feet 
yellow 99 (David). 




Fig. 58.—Head of Y. o. 
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(842) Yuhina occipitalis occipitalis. 

Ynhina occipitalis Ilodgs., As. Ties., xix, p. 166 (1836) (Nepal) ; 

Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 212. 

Veniacular names. Turinging-pho (Lepclia). 

Description. Forehead and crest slaty-grey with whitish shaft- 
streaks, posterior feathers of crest and nape chestnut; hind neck 
ashy; upper plumage rufous-brown ; the wings and tail brown, 
the outer webs of the feathers suffused and margined with rufous- 
brown ; a circle of white feathers round the eye ; ear-coverts and 
the region of the eye slaty-grey, streaked whitish; a narrow 
interrupted black moustachiai streak ; chin, throat, breast and 
sides of neck vinous ; sides of the abdomen rusty-grey, centre pale 
chestnut; thighs, vent and under tail-coverts bright chestnut; 
under wing-coverts and edge of wing white. 
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Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing about 74 to 
77 ram.; tail about 74 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culinen about 
16 to 17 mm. 

This bird only differs from Y. cl. diademata in being darker 
throughout and in having the breast and sides of the head more 
grey. 

Distribution, Yunnan and Kachin Hills. 

Nidification. Breeds iii the Bhamo Hills in April and May, 
making a flimsy, almost transparent cup of black roots with a few 
scraps of bracken, well plastered with cobwebs and lined with fine 
black roots and fern-rachides. They are invariably placed low down 
in brambles, bracken or coarse grass and measure outwardly about 
4" by 2|" deep. The eggs are two in number, very rarely three, 
and tire long ovals in shape, the ground-colour a dull greenish blue 
with profuse blotches and specks all over of umber-brown. 
Twenty-two eggs average 20-5x14*9 nun. 

Habits. A common bird in the Bhamo Hills, going about in small 
flocks in higher saplings and trees. Harington says “ They are 
very Tit-like in their habits and notes, continually raising the crest 
and so revealing the conspicuous white patch at the back of the 
head.’' They seem to be found between 4,500 and 7,000 feet. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown; bill reddish brown; 
feet orange-buff, claws horny-brown {Scully). 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 59 to 
62 mm.; tail about- 50 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. : culmen 11 
to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan. 

Nidihcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. It is a bird of 
high levels, not being found below 6,000 feet and ascending up to 
10 , 000 . 

(343) Yuhina nigrimentum nigrimentum, 

The B jack-chimed Ythiina, 

" Polifodon nigrimentum Hodgs., Gmy r s Zool. Misc., p. 82 (1844) 
(Nepal). 

Yuhina nigrimentum. Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 212. 

Vernacular names. Turringing-pho (Lepcba). 

Description. Forehead and crest black, each feather margined 
with grey; nape and sides of head grey; lores and chin black; 
upper plumage and tail dull olive-green; primaries and secondaries 
brown, narrowly margined with olive-green: throat white; re¬ 
mainder of lower plumage fulvous, tinged with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill dusky above, the lower 
mandible pale and reddish ; feet and legs reddish yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 inm.: wing54 to 57mm.; 
tail about 38 to 40 mm.; tarsus about 16 to 17mm.; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to Assam North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Chin Hills and N. Arrakan. 

Nidification. This little Yuhina breeds from 4,000 feet upwards 
throughout its range in the months of May, June and July. It 
makes a beautiful cradle-shaped nest of moss roots, a tiny scrap 
or two of moss and a lining of the finest grass stems. It is placed 
either in amongst the pendent roots of overhanging banks or in 
amongst the lichen on the lower side of dead branches, in nearly 
all cases well concealed and difficult to find. They measure only 
about 80 to 90 nmn in diameter by about 65 mm. in depth. The 
eggs number three or four and are pale sea-green in colour, 
lightly marked all over with freckles of reddish, and they measure 
about 16*5 x 12*2 mm. 

Habits. This little Yuhina keeps much to the higher branches 
of medium-sized and high trees, hunting about for insects in 
the manner of Tit mouses, as often hanging head downwards from 
the under side as scurrying along the upper, or even clinging, 
Tree-creeper like, to the bark of the trunk itself. They collect in 
flocks of some size and keep up a constant u chip, chip ” the whole 
time, occasionally breaking out into a louder, shriller call. 
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Genus IXULUS Hodgson, 1844. 

The genus Lvulus resembles Yuhina very closely but has the 
bill shorter, deeper and more curved at the tip ; the rictal bristles 
and hairs over the bill are weaker and less developed. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Nape white . li occipitalis , p. 321. 

B, Nape without any white. 


[p. 322. 

l.Jlavicollis Jiavicollis , 

I.jL baileyi, p. 323. 

I.Jl. hartertij p. 323. 

[p. 324. 

1. humilis humilis, 

I. k. clarkiij p. 324. 


Striae over the whole back to rump 
paler..... 


h\ A bright chestnut collar on 

neck . 

b. No collar on hind neck. 

c\ Crown and back brown. 

iL Crown brown, back greyish ... 

(344) Ixulus occipitalis. 

The Chestnut-headed Ixulus. 

Siva occipitalis Blyth, J. A. S. B,, xiii, p. 93f (1844) (Nepal). 

Ixulus occipitalis. Blant. & Oates, i, p. 217. 

Vernacular names. Temgyeng-pho or Turring-ng-pho (Lepcha) 
Description. Forehead and crest ferruginous brown; tips of 
the occipital crest arid a bold nuchal patch white ; lores and 








i’lMALXID.E. 


Measurements. Total length about 130mm,; wiug 64 to 68mm. ; 
tail about 50 to 52 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm,; cabmen about 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Nepal, -Sikkim and Bhutan to the 
extreme east of Assam, Manipur and the Chittagong Hill tracts. 

Nidification. This Ixulus breeds between 4,000 and 7,000 feet 
in May and June, the nest varying very greatly dn character, 
shape and position, North ally it is domed aud placed either on 
or close to the ground, but sometimes it is semi-domed or merely 
deep cup-shaped and may be built in a branch of a tree pr shrub, 
in amongst the lichen aud moss hanging from a trunk or bough, 
or it may even be placed in a niche in a rock. The material used 
is always chiefly moss but this may be mixed to a lesser or 
greater extent with roots and chips of leaves or bracken, the lining 
being of roots alone. The eggs number three or four and are in 
every respect just like those of our English Swallow but the 
markings are more numerous as well as bolder and larger. 
Sixty eggs average 19*3 x 14*2 inm. and the extremes are 21*3 X 
14*0 mm., 20*1 x 15*0 nun. and 17*3 xl4*0 mm. 

Habits. These are just like those of Yvihina , They fly well, 
and their note is a rather sweet, soft chatter. They are very 
arboreal and may sometimes be seen on the highest trees. They 
keep almost exclusively to evergreen forest, 

(345) Ixulus flavicollis flavicollis. 

The Bellow-head bp Ixulus, 

Yahina flavicollis Hodgs., As. lies., xix. p. 167 (1836) (Nepal). 

Ixulus flavicollis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 218. 

Vernacular names. Srip-ckong-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Eorehead and crest rich brown; hinder part of 
crown, nape and sides of the head mouse-grey, the lower part of 
the ear-coverts bronze-grey; lores and moustachial streak black; 
a white ring round eye ; a broad rusty-yellow collar round the 
hind neck; upper plumage olive-brown, the shafts of the feathers 
of the back pale; upper tail-coverts tinged with fulvous; tail and 
wings like the back but less olive, the primaries narrowly edged 
with white; chin and cheeks white; throat white with a few 
narrow ochraceous streaks and with dark shafts ; middle of breast 
and abdomen pale fulvous; vent and under tail-coverts deep 
fulvous; flanks and sides of breast ochraceous, streaked with 
white ; under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown or hazel; bill dark 
horny, the lower mandible paler aud rather fleshy; legs and feet 
fleshy-brown or yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 62 to 67 mm.; 
tail about 50 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; cuimen about 10 to 
11 mm. 
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, Sutlej to Bhutan. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird but, whereas 
the Chestnut-headed Ixulus generally places its nest oit or almost 
on the ground, this bird seems to prefer to build it amongst the 
moss growing on the branches and twigs. The eggs cannot be dis¬ 
tinguished from those of the last and 28 average 19*81 X 14*2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This Ixulus is found between 
4,000 and 8,000 feet and keeps almost entirely to the greenest and 
most humid forests though it frequents the more open parts of 
these. 

(346) Ixulus flavicollis baileyi. 

The Mishmi Ixulus. 

Midm flavicollis baileyi Stuart Baker, Bull. B, O. C. ? xxxv, p. 17 
(1914) (Mishmi Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. General plumage paler than in I. f. flavicollis and 
the whit© shaft-lines extending over’ the whole of the upper 
parts: the ear-coverts have none of the bronze tint showing in 
that bird. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown ; bill horny; tarsus dull 
yellow ” (Stevens), 

Measurements as in the preceding bird. 

Distribution. Mishmi Hills. 

Nidification and Habits. Not recorded. It is apparently this 
form which Stevens found in the foot-hills of N. Lakhimpur and 
the Abor Miri Hills. The birds from the N. Chin Mills are, 
perhaps, also nearest this form. 

(347) Ixulus flavicollis harterti. 

The CiiESTwr-NAPEu Ixulus. 

Ixukji flavicollis harterti Hariugton, Bull. B. O. C., xxxiii, p. 62 
(1918) (Sinlum, Bhamo Hills). 

Vernacular names. Chee-chaw (Kaehin). 

Description. Similar to I. /.flavicollis but differs in having the 
crest a darker and richer brown; the collar a deeper and brighter 
chestnut and the back a darker olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in /./. flavicollis . 

Distribution. The Bhamo (Kaehin) Hills and Trans-Salween 
Shan States, Burma. Birds from S. Assam, Manipur and S. Chin 
Hills are also of this form though not so dark as more Eastern 
specimens. 

Nidification. This bird may commonly be found breeding 
throughout 8. Assam and also in the Bhamo Hills. Neither nest 
nor eggs can be distinguished from those of the Himalayan forms. 
Forty-eight eggs average 19*3x14*2 mm. 
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Habits. Those of the species. Stevens found that this bird fed 
on berries as wejl as insects, 

(348) Ixulus humilis humilis. 

Davison’s Lvulus. 

Lvulus humilis Hume, S. F., v, p. 106 (1877) (Muleyifc); Blanf. Sc 
Oates, i, p. 218. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, visible portions of wings 
and tail and sides of head plain brown; lores and moustaehial 
streaks darker brown; sides of neck and whole lower plumage 
white, the chin, throat and breast with very narrow brown shaft-- 
streaks, broadening on the flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts; 
under wing-coverts white* 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown; bill, upper mandible 
black, under one pale brown; legs and feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing about 60 to 
62 mm. ; tail about 48 to 45 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; 
culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim only. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. Frequents the 
higher portion of Mnleyit Mountain. 

(349) Ixulus humilis clarkii. 

Oates’s Ixulus. 

Lvulus clarkii Oates, Bull, B. 0. C., iii, p. 41 (1894 ) (Byingyi) ; Blanf. 
& Oates, iv, p. 481. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the last in having a much greyer back, 
well defined from the brown head, the shafts on the back are also 
paler, showing up as better-defined streaks. 

Measurements. “Wing 66 mm.; tail 50 min.; tarsus 19 mm.; 
bill from gape 12*7 mm.” 

Distribution. At present only known from Byingyi, a moun¬ 
tain on the borders of the JShan States. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Oates records that he “ found this bird very common 
on Byingyi, in small parties, searching the blossoms of small trees 
for insects.” Bvingyi is at about 6,200 feet elevation. 

Genus ERP0RNIS Hodgson, 1844. 

The genus Erpornis is represented by one species only, which 
extends from the Himalayas to China and the Malay islands, where 
it is represented by geographical races or subspecies. In Erpornis 
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the bill is slender and about as long as the head, with the tip well 
bent down ; the nostrils are covered by a few long hairs and the 
rictal bristles are strong; the head is crested, the wing rather long 
and pointed and the tail perfectly square. The plumage is gre.en, 

(350) Erpornis xantholeuca xantholeuca. 

The White-bellied IIerpoiinis. 

Erpornis xaniholewm Hodge., J. A. S. B. ? xiii, p. 380 (1844) (Nepal). 

Jierpornu xantholeuca. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 219. 

Vernacular names, Dung-pu-pM (Lepcha). 

Description. Whole upper plumage, visible wings and tail clear 
greenish yellow; lores, cheeks and lower plumage white, slightly 
tinged with grey; ear-coverts ashy-white; under wing-coverts 
pale yellow ; under tail-coverts bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown; bill pale fleshy 
horn-colour, the edges of the commissure, lower bill and gape 
brighter, paler fleshy ; mouth and extreme corner of gape yellow; 
legs and feet flesh-colour or yellowish flesh-colour. 



Fig. 60.—Head of E. x; xantholeuca. 

Measurements. Length about 120 mm.; wing 63 to 70 nun.; 
tail about 45 ram.; tarsus about 16 mm.; culraen 10 to 10-5 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Assam, both North 
and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and practically the whole 
of Burma, Siam and N. Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. The White-bellied Herpornis breeds from practi¬ 
cally the level of the plains up to some 3,000 feet but more often 
below 1,500 feet than over. The nest is a cradle of fine roots, 
mixed with fibres and fine grass stems and lined with the latter. 
It may be pendent in a horizontal fork or just, hanging from a few 
twigs either of bamboo or some shrub within a few feet of the 
ground. Hopwood took its nest in Burma in March but in India 
it breeds in April and May. Its nest is built either in evergreen 
forest, mixed bamboo and scrub or in bushes in thin" cover. The 
eggs are two or three in number, the ground-colour white or, 
rarely, creamy-white and the markings consist of sparse blotches 
of pale reddish, generally confined to the larger end. The texture 
is faintly glossy and is stout for the size of the eggs ; in shape they 
are rather long ovals and twenty eggs average 16*7x12*6 mm., 
the extremes being 18*8x14*0 and 15*2 x!2*0 mm. In each .of 


T1MALHDJE. 



these cases the same individual egg gives the extremes in breadth 
and length. 

Habits very like those of Lvulus but Erpornis seems to keep 
much to the tops of very high trees. In the non-breeding season 
it is not usually found in heavy forest but prefers the thinner out¬ 
skirts of big forests or the smaller forests which generally fill the 
ravines and pockets in the grass-lands. It was common in 
the thin deciduous forest in the North of the N. Cachar Hills, 
where we found it in small parties diligently hunting the smaller 
branches and twigs for insects. It is a very silent bird and 1 have 
not heard its note. 


Subfamily LIOTItICHINiE. 

This subfamily contains a number of genera the placing of 
many of which is a matter of no little difficulty. Since Oates 
wrote the first volume of the first edition of the Avifauna we 
have learnt a good deal which has enabled us to eliminate several 
genera which are obviously non-Timaliine, but further examination 
of material anatomically may assist us to place yet others in more 
suitable positions than the present. 

Of the 16 genera included by Oates in his Motricliim , the 
following five have been removed to other families. Irena is now 
placed in Oberholser’s new Family Irenida ; Melanochlova has been 
transferred to t he Titmouses, Panda *; Leptopcecile and Cephalo- 
pyrus have been included in the llegulida, whilst Psaraglossa is 
a true Starling and will be found in the Stnrnida. 

Of the remaining genera there are still some whose position is 
especially doubtful. Cutid and Pteruthius have, it lias been sug¬ 
gested, many affinities with the Campephagidce and Harington 
claims that their nidification also proves this; to me, however, the 
nidification seems to point strongly to a position somewhere near 
YvJtina, Lvulus etc. and, for the present, the reasons for their 
retention in the subfamily seem greater than for their rejection. 

The position of Myzornis is problematical, and careful 
examination of pterylosis and anatomy and a correct knowledge 
of its breeding habits are urgently required. Chloropsis is in the 
same group as Aethorhyncfms and JEgiiliina and seems to be in 
many ways intermediate between the Pimaliida and Pycnoviotida, 
the fact that the sexes differ seeming to determine their position 
in the former rather than the latter. Hypocolius is a very curious 
bird with a very short first primary and may eventually have 
to be placed in a family by itself. 

The subfamily as now restricted differs from the previous sub¬ 
families of the Tirnaliida and from the Pi/cnonotida in having the 
sexes differing in coloration; the young are very like the adults 
but rather duller; the wing and tail are generally not greatly 
different in length; the first primary, with the exception of 
Hypocolius , is about half the length of the second ; the wing is 
fairly rounded but longer and more pointed than in the preceding 
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subfamilies; the tarsus is strong, though more fitted for arboreal 
than terrestrial habits and the bill is usually short. 

Key to Genera . 

A. First primary about half the length of the second. 

a . Tail considerably shorter than wing, 

a'. Tail-feathers curved outwards .. . . , . Liothrix, p, 327. 

/>'. Tail-feathers straight. 

a". Upper tail-coverts falling short of tip of 

tail by less than the length of hind toe. Cutia, p. 329. 
b". Upper tad-coverts falling short of tip of 
tall by about the length of tarsus. 
a"'. Tarsus longer than middle toe and claw. 
a\ Bill stout, strongly notched and 
hooked at tip. 

a 5 . Bill about half the length of head; [p. 330, 

culmen well curved. Pteruthius, 

b 5 . Bill as long as head; culmen nearly 

straight . ..." Aethorhynchus, 

6\ Bill slender and very little deflected [p, 337. 

at tip. 

c 5 » Plumage principally black and 

greenish yellow . iKoiTHiNA, p. 339. 

d 5 . Plumage green and red. Myzornis, p. 344. 

b "‘. Tarsus shorter than middle toe and claw Chloropsis, 

b . Tail and wing* about equal in length. [p. 346. 

o'. Outer tail-feather falling short of tip of tail 

by a distance equal to length of tarsus ., Hilarocichxa. 
d\ Outer tail-feather failing short of tip of tail [p. 336. 

by a distance less than length of tarsus. 
c". Closed bill deeper than wide at nostril .. Mesia, p. 353. 
d". Closed bill equal in width and depth at 

nostril.... Minla, p. 355. 

B. First primary about a sixth the length of the (jp. 356. 

second .... Hyfocoliits, 

Genus LIOTHRIX Swains., 1831. 

The genus Liothrix contains one remarkable species of hill-bird, 
which is characterized by a slightly forked tail, the feathers of 
which are gently curved outwards ; the bill is about half the 
length of the head, stout and with the culmen curved, it resembles 
very closely the bill of Mesia , figured below (p. 354). The tail is 
quite square at the tip and the upper tail-coverts are long. The 
.species extends from Simla in the Western Himalayas, East into 
China and South into S. Burma and Siam. It is divisible into 
several geographical races. 


Liothrix lutea. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Smaller; wing, male 65 to71 mm., female 

61 to 05 mm. Z. lutea callipyya^ p. 328. 

B. Larger; wing, male 72 to 76, female 66 mm L, l. yunnanensis, p. 329. 
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(351) Liothrix lutea callipyga. 

The iNmkis Eed-bilxed Liotiikix. 

JBahiia callipyga Hodgs., Lid. Rev., 1838, p. 88 (Nepal). 

Liothrix lutea. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 221. 

Vernacular names. JSfanachura (Debra Doon); JRapehil-joho 
(Lepcha); Daotisha-buhu-tjajao (Cachari), 

Description. — Adult male. The whole upper plumage and sides 
of the neck olive-green, the forehead and crown tiuged with 
yellow ; middle pair o£ tail-feathers and the outer webs of the 
others black, inner webs brown and all tipped white ; the primaries 
edged with yellow and Later on with crimson; outer secondaries 
black, with a patch of orange-yellow at the bases of the outer webs ; 
inner secondaries olive-green tinged with rufous ; lores orange- 
yellow; a ring round the eye yellow; ear-coverts silvery-grey; 
a narrow inoustachial streak dusky green; chin and throat bright 
yellow, turning to deep orange-yellow on the lower throat; centre 
of breast and abdomen, the vent and under tail-coverts yellow; 
sides of breast and abdomen slaty-green. 

Female differs from the male in havingthe crimson on the wing 
replaced by yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown ; bill brilliant 
orange-red throughout in summer, blackish at the base in winter; 
legs and feet yellowish brown to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 145 to 155 mm.; wing: 
mules 65 to 71 mm., females 61 to 65 mm. ; tail 55 to 60 min.; 
tarsus about 25 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Simla to Eastern Assam, the 
Khasia Hills, Chin Hills and N. Arrakan. 

Nidification. The lted-billed Liothrix breeds throughout its 
range between 3,000 and 8,000 feet in almost any kind of forest, 
pine, evergreen, deciduous, or in secondary growth and heavy scrub- 
jungle, but it certainly prefers forest of pine or fir with under¬ 
growth. Its nest is a neat cup of grass, bamboo and other leaves 
and moss ; the latter material often forming nearly the whole nest, 
whilst the lining is of fine roots and tendrils. It is generally placed 
in a fork, upright or horizontal, or in amongst a few twigs of a bush 
or bramble, at some height between 2 and 10 feet. It is seldom 
well bidden and is often very conspicuous. 200 eggs average 
21'9xl6*l mm. and the extremes nr& SS’SxIT'O, 13*0x171, 
18*9 X 15*2 and 21*4 x 15 0 mm. In colour they vary from almost 
pure white to pale blue and the markings consist of sparse spots 
and blotches of reddish brown with others, underlying these, of 
neutral tint, generally confined to the larger end and often forming 
an ill-defined zone. The shape is a blunt, broad oval and the 
texture is close, hard and glossy, often very highly vSo. 

The breeding season lasts from early April to September but 
most eggs are laid in May and June. 
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Habits. This bird is found in the cold weather in small parties 
of half-a-dozen or so wandering about in the lower growth in 
forests and scrub but not frequenting the higher trees unless 
frightened into them. They are cheerful little birds, constantly 
chatting to one another and, in the Khasia Hills, very bold and 
confiding, though they are said elsewhere to be shy birds. In the 
breeding season, however, when they break up into pairs they are 
much shyer and quieter, though the male may often be seen 
perched on some bramble, quivering his wings and fluffing out his 
feathers as he trills his pretty little love-song to his mate nearby. 

(352) Liothrix lutea yunnanensis. 

The Ttoh'AN Bed-bixled Liothrix. 

Liothrix lutea yunnanensis Rothschild, Nov. Zool., xxviii, p.36(1921) 
(Shweli-Salwin Divide). 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. “ Differs from L. 1. calipygus in its larger size, more 
sharply defined yellowish head and in the fact that of eight speci¬ 
mens six have the red or yellow on the 7th, 8th and 9th primaries 
broadly interrupted, while the whole eight have this colour on the 
first secondary interrupted or entirely absent, while in the other 
two species it is never broken or it is entirely black.” 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris brown: bill orange-red summer, 
scarlet with black base winter; legs and feet dark brown. ’ 

Measurements. “ Wing S 72 to 76 mm.; 2 66 mm.” ( Rothschild ), 

Distribution. Yunnan west to the Kuchin Hills. Birds ob* 
tained in Bharno by Harington seem referable to this race. 

Nidification and Habits. Similar to those of the last bird. 

Genus CUTIA Hodgson, 1836. 

The genus Cutia contains but one species, a very handsome bird 
remarkable for the great development of the upper tail-coverts, 
which reach nearly to the tip of the tail. In Cutia the bill is rather 
slender, curved, notched and pointed and slightly longer than half 
the length of the head; the rictal bristles are very short; the nostrils 
longitudinal and covered by a membrane and the frontal bristles 
are short and firm. The tail is about two-tbirds the length of the 
wing and slightly rounded. 

(353) Cutia nipalensis nipalensis, 

The Nepal Cutia. 

Cutia nipalensis Hodgs., J. A. 8. B., v, p. 774 (1836) (Nepal) ; Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 222. 

Vernacular names. Khatya (Nepal); ltapnoon or Rapnun-pho 
(Lepcha). 
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Description.—Male. The lores, sides of forehead and a broad 
band passing through the eyes and ear-coverts round the nape 
black; the whole crown deep slaty; back, scapulars, rump and 
upper tail-coverts chestnut; wing-coverts black ; quills black, a 11 
but the first two with a patch of slaty near the base, increasing in 
extent inwards and the 3rd to the 6th or 7th primary with a narrow 
edging of the same about the middle of the outer web; most of the 
later quills minutely tipped with white ; tail black; lower plumage 
white, the sides of the body boldly barred with black; vent and 
under tail-coverts pale buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, pale leaden-blue 
at gape and base of lower mandible; legs and feet rich wax-yellow ; 
claws pale yellowish-horny. 



Fig. 61.—Head of C. n. nipalensis. 


Measurements. Length about 180 mm.; wing 90 to 96 mm.; 
tail about 55 mm. ; tarsus about30 mm.; culmen about 17 inro. 

Female, The crown paler and the band surrounding it choco¬ 
late-brown instead of black ; the back and scapulars reddish brown 
with large oval black spots; otherwise as in the male. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Eastern Assam, 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and Karenni. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Found in flocks, above 6,000 feet, in summer, in foi'est 
where it frequents the higher trees only. In winter it certainly 
wanders down a good deal lower, for I saw it on two or three 
occasions in the north-west of N. Cachar at about 3,000 feet 
during December and January. They were then frequenting the 
higher branches of oak-trees and the huge cotton-trees which 
were scattered about amongst them. They feed both on insects 
and berries and seeds. 

Genus PTERUTHIUS Swains., 1831. 

The genus Ptmithius contains four species and many subspecies 
of a very curious group of birds rather Shrike-like in general out¬ 
ward appearance but quite unlike any Shrikes in habits and nidifi- 
cation and also in the sexes being dissimilar. Harington (Journal 
B. N. H. S. xxiii, p. 665, 1915) suggests that the proper position 
of this and the preceding genus is somewhere near the Campe - 
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<phagidce but, though they may in some respects approach this 
family, they seem to me to be nearer the Timaliidce, in which 

I regain them. , 

The bill is about one-half the length of the head, strongly hooked 
at the tip and with the margins sinuate; th6 rictal bristles are 
weak. The nostrils are the same as in LiothrLv lutea as are also 
the wing and tail but the upper tail-coverts only reach to the 
middle of the tail. The feathers of the crown are ample but do 
not form a crest, the tarsus is strong and quite Timaliine. 

Key to Species and Subspecies, 

A. Inner secondaries chestnut. 

a. Crown black... P* erythropterus, <£, p. dot. 

b. Crown bluish grey. P. erythropterus, V > P-£*2. 

Lp* **** 

B, Inner secondaries golden yellow. P. cerulatus cerauttus, S ? 

0. Inner secondaries tipped with chestnut P. ce. aralatus, $, p. 333. 

D. Inner secondaries bluish grey or green . 

c. Crown greenish yellow. 

a'. Nape bluish-ashy. IP’ 

a". Tips of wing-coverts white .... P. melanotis melanotis , J , 
//'.Tips of wing-coverts salmon-pink P. m. melanotis , 2 > P• 384. 

V, Nape greenish yellow. _ r 

c". Tips of wing-coverfs white .... P. m, intermedins, $, p. ooo. 
d" . Tips of wing-coverts salmon-pink P. m. intermedins, 5 , p. 3o5. 

d. Crown blackish. [Moris, c?, p* 

c\ No white ring round eye. P xanthochlons xant.no- 

d\ A white ring round eve....... P. x. pallida, <$, 

e. Grown dark grey . A 

e\ No white ring round eye . P. x. xanthochlaris, 5, p.ooo. 

/'. A white ring round eye . P. x. pallida, J. 

/’. Crown pale ash-grey. P. x, occidentalis, 7 p. 336. 

0 . Crown pale greenish grey ........ P, x. occidentalis , 2, p. 336. 

P. cc. pallida (David, Yunnan) is very likely to be found in 
the N. Shan States, so is included in the key. 

(354) Pteruthius erythropterus. 

The Eed-winged Bhiiike-Babbleii. 

Lanins erythropterus Vigors* P. Z. S., p. 22 (1831) (Himalaya Mt.) 
(Murree, Punjab), 

Pteruthius erythropterus . Blank & Oates, i, p. 224. 

Vernacular names. Dao-kranjt (Cachari). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead tonape,lores, under the eye 
and ear-coverts black ; a broad white supereilium ; upper plumage 
bluish grey, some of the upper tail-coverts tipped with black: tail 
and wing-coverts black; primaries and outer secondaries dark brown, 
edged with glossy black and tipped with white ; inner secondaries 
chestnut, lower plumage very pale greyish white, the sides of the 
throat, centre of the abdomen, vent and under wing- and tail- 
coverts pure white ; lower parts of the flanks pale rusty. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris pale greenish or greyish white to deep 
lavender-, green-, or blue-grey of almost every conceivable tint 
and sometimes (Godwin-Austen) amber; bill pale plumbeous, the 
base of mandible and most of the culmen black ; legs and feet pale 
fleshy-white to pale fleshy-brown, claws horny-brown and soles 
more yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 80 to 85 mm.; 
tail about 60 to 65 mm.; tarsus about 28 to 29 mm.; culmen about 
17 mm. 

Female and Young. The upper part of the head bluish grey 
instead of black and supercilium very indistinct; upper plumage 
olive-grey; smaller wing-coverts black edged with yellowish; greater 
coverts black with yellow outer webs ; primary-coverts and winglet 
black ; the earlier primaries edged with hoarv-grey, the others 
with yellow; inner secondaries chestnut; the central tail-feathers 
green, the others black with broad green margins to the outer webs 
and tipped with yellow ; lower plumage entirely pale buffi 

Measurements a little smaller than the male; wing 78 to SI mm. 



Fig. 02.™Head of P. erythroptcrus. 


The young male assumes the adult plumage in the first autumn. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Hazara to E. Assam, Mani¬ 
pur and the Chin Hills. 

Hidification. This Shrike-Babbler breeds between 3,500 and 
9,000 feet in dune. Col. K. H. Eat tray describes its nest as one 
of the most difficult to find, being always built in the smaller twigs 
very high up in high trees in forest. The nest is a strong, neat 
cradle of fine roots, built, like an Oriole’s, pendent from a small 
fork. Three eggs taken on the 11th of June were a pale lilac- 
white with numerous fine specks and spots of deep purple, forming 
deep rings round the extreme larger end and finely peppered 
over the rest of the surface. They are broad ovals in shape, of a 
rather fragile, glossless texture and measure about 21*8 x 16*2mm. 
A nest taken by myself on the Khasia Hills in May contained 
two abnormal, addled eggs. Neither nest nor eggs bear any 
resemblance to those of the Laniidee or Gampephagidee. 

Habits. In the Himalayas from West to East this bird seems to 
be found from 5,000 feet upwards but in the hills South of the 
Brahmaputra they descend to 3,500 feet and are common, even 
in summer, at 4,000 feet. They consort either in pairs or in small 
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parties and keep much to the fringe of forests, the sides of roads 
and streams and open glades, and when perched on the topmost 
twig of some tail bush they do look extremely Shrike-like but 
directly they move the resemblance disappears. They are sedate 
and rather slow in their actions as they hop about or clamber 
through the bushes and scrub and their flight is jerky, dipping and 
rather feeble. They are not shy birds and keep up a continuous 
grating “ chirr ; when being watched but they also have some loud 
musical call-notes. They feed both on insects and berries and seeds. 


(355) Pteruthius mralatus aeralatus. 

Ticjcell’s Suiiike-Babbler. 

Pteruthius aralatu* Ticked, J. A. S. B., xxiv, p. 267 
(Tenasserim, 3,500-4,500 it.); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 225. 


(1855) 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Differs from the last in having the inner 
secondaries golden yellow on the outer webs and edged with black 
on the inner webs and tipped with black. The lower plumage is 
also more grey. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Legs and feet fleshy white ; claws pale 
brown to black ; lower mandible find basal edges of upper mandible 
along commissure pale blue, rest of the bill black; iris varied con¬ 
siderably. slaty grey, pale greenish grey and deep brown ” (Hume 
cf' Davison ). 

Measurements a little smaller than the last; wing 75 to 81 mm. 

The female differs in having the inner secondaries green, tipped 
with chestnut and the back grey. 

Distribution. The Kuchin Hills, East of Bhamo, the hills of 
Central East Burma, Muleyit and probably other ranges in Ten¬ 
asserim and the North of the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. On Muleyit-, Davison found this bird in pairs or singly, 
frequenting the tops of the highest trees, hunting the smaller 
branches and foliage for insects. Its note he syllabizes as 
“ too vveech.” He also says that if one of a pair is shot, the other 
at once commences calling and hunting for its companion. This 
trait is also seen in the last bird. 

Probably all the forms of ceralatus should be treated as geo¬ 
graphical races of erythrOpterus, but in the series available for 
examination I have seen no intermediate forms. 


Pteruthius melanotis melanotis. 

The C r i es tx v t-t h ho ate j> Shrike- Babbler. 

Pteruthius melanotis ITodgs., J. A. S. B., xxiv, p, 267 (1855) (Term, 
E. Himalayas); Blanf. & Oates, i,p. 226. 

Vernacular names. Ku-ei'-pho (Lepcha). 
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Description —Male. Upper plumage greenish yellow; tail, 
central tail-feathers green, tipped black, next four pairs black 
tipped white, these white tips increasing in size outwardly until 
the outermost are wholly white ; a white ring round the eye ; ear- 
coverts yellow; a black spot behind the ear-coverts; a broad 
superciliuin bluish white; nape bluish-ashy; lores and lines above 
and below the eye meeting behind it black ; chin, throat and 
upper breast deep chestnut; remaining lower plumage bright yellow. 
Wings brown, the feathers edged with bluish grey and the mner 
secondaries wholly of this colour and all the quills but a few ot the 
first primaries tipped with white; lesser wing-coverts black edged 
with grey ; greater coverts black, broadly tipped with white ; 
primary-coverts and winglet black. 

^Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or light brown; bill plumbeous ; 
legs and feet fleshy- white. 

Measurements. Length about 120 mm.; wing 60 to 63 mm.; 
tail about 45 to 46 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm,; oilmen about 
7 to 8 ram. 

Female. Differs from the male in having salmon-pink tips to 
the wing instead of white, the chestnut of the throat not reaching 
the breast, and in having the lores and lines through the eyes brown 
and not black. 

The young are like the female but the upper plumage is olive- 
brown and the lower plumage is yellowish white; the nape is con- 
colorous with the back and there are no black lines through the eyes. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to E. Assam both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. 

Nidification. This beautiful little Babbler breeds from 4,000 feet 
upwards in the hills of S. Assam and according to Hodgson at 
6,000 or 7,000 feet in Nepal. It makes a lovely little cradle-like 
nest, of fine roots, a little moss and lichen, occasionally an odd twig 
or leaf or two, scantily lined with rhizomorph from a fungus or 
very fine moss roots. It may be placed either in a horizontal fork 
or pendent between two or more small twigs and at any height 
from the ground from 5 to 15 feet, in bush or small sapling. 
They breed from the middle of April to the middle of June, laying 
four or five, or even six eggs. These are of two types—a delicate 
pinky-lilac with fine specks and tiny blotches of dark purple, mostly 
confined to the larger end, or a pale pink with similar marks of 
pale reddish brown with others underlying of pale lilac and neutral 
tint. The shape is a regular or rather*broad oval and the texture 
soft* and fine, glossless and rather fragile. Thirty-four eggs 
average 17*9X18*5 mm. and the extremes are 19*1 X 14*4 mm. and 
16*8x 13*0 mm. and 17*4x12*6 mm. 

Habits. This little bird seems to be invariably found in pairs 
only, frequenting both lofty trees and the higher bushes and 
brushwood. It is essentially a forest bird but at the same time 
keeps to the more open parts and to the vicinity of jungle-tracks, 
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streams and natural glades. It has the Tit-like habits of many of 
the smaller Babblers but is very deliberate in its movements both on 
wing or on foot. Its call is a pleasant double note—“too-weet, too- 
weet,” not often uttered unless the birds are separated. 

(357) PterutMus melanotis intermedins. 

Hume’s Shrike* Babbler. 

Albtrius intermedins Hume, S. F., v, p. 1X2 (1877) (Teuasserim). 

Pteruthim intermedins. Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 227, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description,—Male. Differs from the last in having the forehead 
deep chestnut, followed by a yellow band ; the grey nape and black 
neck-patches are absent; the outermost tail-feathers have a- streak 
of black near the tips of the outer webs; the 1st and 2nd primaries 
are entirely black, the next four black on the base and white on 
the rest of the outer webs. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

The female has the forehead rufous and the lower plumage pale 
yellow. The wings are edged with green except the earlier 
primaries which are edged with pale yellow. 

Distribution. The eastern hills of Burma from Bhamo to 
Teuasserim. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(358) Pteruthius xanthochloris xanthochloris. 

The Green Shrike-Babbler. 

Pteruthius :muihochloris Hodgs., J. A. S. 13., xv, p. 448 (1847) 
(Nepal); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 227. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. The forehead, lores, sides of the crown and 
round the eye dark grey ; crown and nape blackish with traces of 
grey; ear-coverts and upper parts green; lesser wing-coverts 
brown edged with green; greater coverts the same tipped with 
yellowish; primary-coverts black ; wings dark brown edged with 
green exteriorly; tail brown suffused with green on the outer 
webs, tipped with white and the outer web of the outermost 
feather whitish; chin, throat and breast pale ashy, suffused in 
places with yellow ; remaining lower plumage, under wing-coverts 
aud axillaries bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris grey, dark grey or grey-brown; bill 
black, the lower mandible and commissure pale blue-grey; legs 
arid feet fleshy or fleshy-grey. 

Measurements. Length about 125 mm.; wing 62 to 65 mm.; 
tail about 48 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm,; culmen 8 mm. 
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The female has the crown the same grey as the forehead, and 
there are no traces of black or blackish on the face. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and Hills North of the Brahma¬ 
putra, . 

Nidification. Nests and eggs sent me by Mr. D. Macdonald and 
Mr. W. 1\ Masson with the parent birds are exactly like those of 
the next form, nor can the eggs be distinguished from those 
of that bird. They measure about 19*3x 14*8 mm. 

Habits. This is a quiet, rather retiring bird, but cannot be called 
shy as it does not mind being watched. It keeps to the tops of 
the higher trees in deep forest and is so slow and unobtrusive in 
its habits that it does not attract attention and its low, rather 
pleasant, call-notes cannot be heard at any distance. It is not 
gregarious, being generally found in pairs, and feeds on small 
insects and small berries and seeds. 

(359) Pteruthius xanthochloris occidentalis. 

The Simla Green Shrike-Babbler. 

Pteruthius xanthochloris occidentalis Harington, Bull. B. 0. C., xxxiii, 
p. 82 (1913) (Debra Dun). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Differs from the last in having the crown 
and nape ash-grey instead of blackish and the whole plumage is 
somewhat paler and less vivid. The female differs in having the 
head greenish with a wash of grey. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

Distribution. N.W. Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to 
Garhwal and, possibly, W. Nepal. 

Nidification. Nests taken by Osnmston and Rattray are 
described as deep cradles of root-fibres and lichen, bound together 
with cobwebs, lined with the finest black roots and rhizomorph of 
a fungus and attached to small forks in the outer branches of 
spruce or deodar. They apparently breed from April to July at 
elevations between 5,000 and 9,000 feet and lay two to four eggs. 
These are miniatures of those of P. erythropterus and ten eggs 
average about 19*4 x 14*6 mm. 

Habits. Practically nothing recorded. It keeps much to heavy 
tree-forest in pairs or solitary, frequenting the higher branches, 
where it attracts no attention either by voice or its quiet 
movements. 

Genus HILAROCICHLA Oates, 1889. 

The germs Hilarocichla was created by Oates for a species very 
close to Pteruthius but differing in its much longer tail. This is 
equal to the wing in length and is greatly graduated, the outer¬ 
most feather being about one-third less than the central ones. In 
other respects Hilarocichla and Pteruthius are alike. 
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(360) Hilarocichla raiiventer. 

The Rufous-bellied Shbike-Babbleb. 

Pteruthius ntfiventer Blyth, «J. A. 8. B., xi, p. 18 (1843) (Darjiling). 

Hilarocichla rvfivetitris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 243. 

■Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. The forehead, crown, nape, hind neck and 
sides of the head black; upper plumage chestnut; wings black, the 
secondaries tipped chestnut, a few of the primaries margined with 
grey below the emarg^inations; chin, throat and upper breast ashy, 
divided by a white line from the black of the head; a patch of 
golden yellow on each side of the breast; remainder of lower 
plumage soft vinous-brown, paler on rhe abdomen and lower tail- 
coverts; under wing-coverts pale vinous; edge of wing white. 

Colours of soft parts. In the dry state the bill is black, bluish 
on the lower mandible; legs fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 200 mm.; wing 85 to J38 rain; ; 
tail about 85 ram.; tarsus about 30 mm.; culmon about 15 to 
16 mm. 

Female. Forehead grey tipped with black; crown and nape 
black; sides of head grey, with a black patch at the end of the 
ear-coverts ; back, scapulars and upper part of rump bright green, 
irregularly barred with black: lower rump and upper tail-coverts 
chestnut; central tail-feathers green with black shafts, black sub- 
terminal bar and white tips; the others black with a portion of 
the outer webs green and all tipped with chestnut; smaller wing- 
coverts black, broadly tipped with green; greater wing-coverts 
black on the inner webs and green on the outer webs; winglet and 
primary-coverts black; quills black, the earlier primaries edged with 
hoary-grey, all the other quills with green, the innermost having 
the whole of the outer webs green ; chin, throat and breast grey ; 
lower plumage dark vinous-brown, with a yellowish patch on either 
side of the breast. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and the Naga Kills but its limits 
are not y r et known. 

Nidification and Habits. Beyond the fact that it is a bird of 
high elevations, nothing is known about it. 

Genus AETHORHYNCHUS Sundeval], 1872. 

In this genus the bill is very strong, nearly as long as the head, 
very nearly straight and with the tip strongly notched and booked; 
the nostrils are long ovals and the rictal bristles are weak. 
The tail is almost square at the end. The 1st primary is about 
half the length of the 2nd and the 3rd and 4th are longest 
and not equal. The legs are not so strong as is usual in the 
Timidiidcv . 
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The position of this genus, of JEc/itJiina which is very closely 
allied to it, and of Chloropsis is very doubtful. In all three the sexes 
are dissimilar and in the first two the summer and winter plumages 
of the males are different. They have frequently been placed in 
a family with the Bulbuls and one or two others but they appear 
to me to be even less closely connected with them than with the 
truly Timaliine birds. Probably they should be placed in a family 
by themselves leading from the Timaliidce to the Pycnonotulce but 
for the present I leave them as they are. Specimens in spirit are 
wanted for examination. 

(361) Aethorhynchus lafresnayi. 

The Great Iora. 

Iora lafresnayi Ilartl., Rev. Zool., 1844, p. 401 (Malacca). 

Aethorhynchus Utfremayi. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 228. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Breeding male. Upper plumage dull green, the 
feathers fringed with black: wings, tail and upper tail-coverts 
deep black, the primaries and outer secondaries very narrowly 



Fig. 63.—Head of Ac. lafresnayi. 


edged with greenish on the outer and more broadly with white on 
the inner webs ; lores, cheeks, a ring round the eye and the whole 
lower plumage bright yellow. 

Non-breeding male and female. Upper plumage without the 
black fringes; the tail dull greenish yellow; primaries and second¬ 
aries brown instead of black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel-brown; bill plum¬ 
beous, leaden blue or bluish slate, the culmen darker; legs and 
feet clear slate or plumbeous blue, the claws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 165 ram.; wing 67 to 72 mm.; 
tail about 55 to 57 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen about 
17 mm. 

Distribution. From South Arrakan down West Burma to 
Tenasserim and the Malay Peninsula, Siam and ? Annam. 

Nidification. Two nests taken by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow near 
Perak are small, rather deep cups of the softest grasses, lined 
with the same and well bound round and about with spiders’ webs, 
often mixed with their egg-bags. Both were placed in high 
bushes in evergreen-jungle. .They were taken on 4th January and 
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27th March and contained one and three eggs respectively. In 
ground-colour these area greyish white and they are marked longi¬ 
tudinally with grey streaks and here and there with one more 
reddish. They measure between 17*3 x 14*1 mm. and 20'2 x 
15*3 min.; the former is presumably abnormally small. 

Habits. The Great lora is more of a forest than a garden bird, 
at the same time in Mergui and other places it is known to enter 
compounds and orchards. It is said to keep to the higher trees 
in preference to scrub- and bush-jungle, to have a fine whistling 
call and to be entirely insectivorous in its diet. 


Genus iEGITHINA VieilL, 1816. 


The birds of this genus are very closely allied to the last but have 
a smaller bill. Like the lust they have two moults in the year, 
the male assuming a breeding plumage at the early moult. 


Key to Species, 


A. Tail, black or green throughout. 

a . Upper plumage either greenish yellow, or 

black, or a mixture of both. fiphia, p. 339. 

b. Upper plumage entirely dark green. JE. nridmima , p. 343. 
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JE, nigrolutea, p. 344. 


B. Tail tipped with white 


iEgitliina tiphia, 


This species is found over a very wide range of country from 
Ceylon, almost throughout India, Burma, Siam, the Malay Penin¬ 
sula, Java and Borneo and, as might be expected, shows a very 
great variation in plumage, especially in the breeding season. 
Birds from the South of India and Ceylon are very like those 
from the extreme South oi Burma and from the Malay Peninsula, 
as is so often the case with species which extend from one end of 
the Indo-Burinese horseshoe to the other. Gradations from ]S orth 
to South are, however, very gradual and it is difficult to define 
where the meeting lines of the various races are to be found and 
on this account it is only possible to divide the species into very 
few well-defined geographical races. 

We have, however, the following subspecies which seem 
worthy of attention:— 

(1) A very black-backed bird from Ceylon and South Travaucore, 
possibly reappearing in South Malaya; 

(2) A bird with a much greener and less black back, which occurs 
over the whole South-East, East and North-East India, 
Burma, etc.; and 

(3) A third form in which the male has no black in the non¬ 
breeding season and in wliich the female is duller and paler 
than those from elsewhere. 
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Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper pai ts greenish, more or less) 

ujfli'ked with block from crown to 

nimp, the bases of the feathers [p. 340. 

showing through as greenish .... AC. tiphia tiphia, breeding, 

B. Whole upper plumage from crown 

to rump black, bases showing [p, 342. 

through as bright yellow. JE, t. zeylonica, <5 bretding, 

C. Upper parts mostly black but with 

a great deal of yellow showing 

through, especially on nape. AS. t. humei , breeding, p. 342. 

D. Above rather dark yellowish green, [p. 341. 

tail black ... AS. t. tiphia , J non-breeding, 

E. Above a still darker shade, tail [p. 342. 

black . M. t. zcyloniea, $ non-breeding, 

F; Above paler, more yellowish, tail [p. 343. 

green . AC. t. humei , J non-breeding, 

G. Above greenish yellow . . AS, t. tiphia, g , p. 841. 

II. Above darker greenish ........ AC. t. zeylonica , $ , p. 342. 

1. Above very pale dull greenish 

yellow . AC t. humei , , p. 342. 

AC. t. sccipulari# is the Javan form which is probably the same 
as those fr;om Sumatra, Borneo and South Malaya. Birds from 
Siam, Cochin China and further east are very richly coloured 
and orange below, whilst those from Annam are again somewhat 
different, the females being very grey on the breast and flanks. 



Fig. 64.— Head of AC. t. tiphia. 


(362) iEgithina tiphia tiphia. 

The Common Ioea. 

Motacilla tiphia Linn., S. N., p. 186 (1758) (Bengal). 

ASgithina tiphia. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 230. 

Vernacular names. Shoubiga or Shoubigi (Hind.); Patsu-jitta 
(Teh); Pcichapora (Tam.); Cha-tuk , Taplaka , Fatickja-tonjik 
(Beng.J; Barsat Stirai (Assamese ); Daotisha gurrmo gadeba 
(Cachari); Inga-ruina (Kacha Naga); Vohjong pony (Mikir); 
Shive-pi-so (Burmese). 

Description.—Male breeding. Lores, forehead, crown, back, 
upper tail-cover!s and tail black, the bases of the feathers yellow- 
green and showing through on the back; rump green; wings 
black with two wide bars of white, formed by the median coverts 
and tips of greater; edges of inner secondaries white; outer 
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secondaries and primaries very narrowly edged with white; ear- 
coverts, sides of head and whole lower plumage yellow, washed 
with green on the flanks, vent and under tad-coverts, brightest 
on throat and upper breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish white to bright pale yellow; 
bill slaty-blue, the ctilinen blackish ; legs and feet clear slaty-blue 
to dull plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 140 ram,; wing 59 to 68 mm.; 
tail about 50 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm.; culmen about 
12 to 13 mm. 

Female. .Above green or yellowish green, the tail rather 
darker and faintly edged with yellowish white, the black of the 
wings in the male replaced by brown; entire under plumage 
yellow, tinged with greyish green on flanks. 

Male in winter plumage is similar to the female but has the tail 
black and the undersides rather brighter. 

The description of the male given above is quite exceptional, 
more green and much less black being the rule and many breeding 
males have practically no black o:i the upper parts other than 
the wings and tail. 

Distribution. All India, except S. Travancore, East of a line, 
roughly speaking, drawn from the head of the Gulf of Cambay 
through Abu to Simla and excluding that portion of South, 
Central India occupied by JS, t. humei. It extends through 
Assam, Burma, certainly to the north of the Malay Peninsula, 
east to Western Siam, Annam (Robinson <£• Kloss) and the 
Kaehiri Hills. There is a specimen in the British Museum 
collection received from Ivhorasan in Persia. 

Nidification. The Common lora breeds from April to July, 
making a very neat, cup-shaped nest of line, soft grasses lined 
with the same and well matted outside with cobwebs and spiders’ 
egg-bags. It measures about 2|" (62*3 mm.) in diameter by 
about 2" (50 mm.) deep, the walls being very thin, only some 3 or 
4 mm. thick. It may be placed in either a horizontal or vertical 
fork of any bush or small tree at any height from 2 to 30 feet 
from the ground. The eggs number two to four, most often 
three, and are very unusual in coloration ; they are of two types— 
one with a pale creamy or greyish-white ground-colour, with a few 
irregular longitudinal marks of grey and underlying ones 


of 

neutral tint. The second type has the ground-colour a beautiful 
pink and the markings are reddish. Eggs from Siam are much 
more speckly in their character. 60 eggs average 17*6 x 13*9 mm., 
the greatest and least length and breadth being 19*0x14*3; 
181x15*0 ; 16*2x14*0 and 18*2x13*2 ram. 

Habits. The lora is a bird of the plains and lower hills, seldom 
being found much over 2,000 feet, though stragglers may rarely 
wander up as high as 8,000 feet (Simla). It is a familiar little 
bird, haunting gardens, orchards and the outskirts of villages as 
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well as the fringe of forests and scrub-jungle. In the breeding 
season it performs wonderful acrobatic feats, darting up into the 
air and then with all its leathers, especially those of the rurnp, 
puffed out, it comes spinning down in a spiral to the perch it has 
left. Arrived there it spreads and flirts its tail like a little Pea¬ 
cock, drooping its wings and uttering all the time a protracted, 
sibilant whistle or chirrup. It has a great variety of notes, the 
most striking of which is a prolonged “ we-e-e-e-tu,” a long, drawn- 
out wail with the last note dropping suddenly. This seems never 
to be uttered except in the rains, and when constantly repeated to 
the accompaniment of the splash of rain and the sough of the 
wind, is one of the saddest little bird-notes imaginable. It is 
generally found ill pairs and is not gregarious, though, where it is 
rommon, three or four may be seen together on the same tree, 
hunting actively for the insects which form its food. 

(368) iEgithina tiphia zeylonica. 

The Ceylon Iora. 

Motanilla zeylonica Gmel., S. N., i, p. 964 (1788) (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Patrajitta (Tel.). 

Description.-— Male breeding. Above from crown to rump much 
blacker than in the last bird and where the bases of the feathers 
show through these are much narrower, especially on the extreme 
upper back. 

The non-breeding male and female are a much darker green 
above than jE* t. tiphia . 

The other differences which have often been dwelt upon, such 
as the absence of white on the wing, the depth of yellow below, 
etc. are of little help in distinguishing one race from another, 
but the dark tint at once suffices to separate Ceylon and S. Travan- 
core birds, from all but those of the Malay Peninsula, which 
undoubtedly come extraordinarily close to them. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races. 

Distribution. Ceylon and 3. Travancore only. 

ISidification and Habits as in the last. 

(864) iEgithina tiphia humei, subsp. nov. 

The Central Indian Ion a. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male breeding. Varies little from the last ; 
there may be rather more yellow showing on the nape as a rule 
and the lower parts are perhaps brighter. 

Female is much paler and duller than either of the other races, 
the yellow-green of the back having a faint grey tinge whilst the 
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underparts are also paler and duller. The pale edges to the tail- 
feathers are more conspicuous. 

Non-breeding male. Paler and duller than the other races and 
with the tail green, not blackish. 

Distribution. South Central India. There are specimens in 
the British Museum, chiefly from the Hume collection, from the 
following places Saugor, Jlmnsi, Jubbulpore, Raipur, Seoni, 

Mhovr, etc., roughly embracing S. and W. Eajputana, the 
Central Provinces and the United Provinces south of the Ganges. 

Ni&idcation and Habits in no way different from those of the 
other races. 1 have named this bird after Allan O. Hume, who 
pointed out the differences at considerable length in 4 Stray 
Feathers,’ vi, p. 437. 

The type is $, No. 80.9.1.143, British Museum Coll., dated 
12.5.70, Raipur. 

(365) iEgithina viridissima. 

The GuEEisr Ion a. 

Ioi'a viridissima Bonap., Cousp. Ay., i, p. 379 (1850) (Sumatra). 

JEyithina viridissima. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 231. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. The whole plumage dark green, 
becoming yellow on the abdomen and vent; lores blackish; 
feathers above and below the eye bright yellow*; under 1 ail- 
coverts pure yellow ; under wing-coverts white ; tail glossy black; 
wing-coverts*black with white tips forming two wing-bars; quills 
black, narrowly edged with green and the inner secondaries 
broadly edged on both webs with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or reddish brown ; bill slaty 
or plumbeous blue, the culmen and tip black; legs and feet 
plumbeous blue. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 60 to 65 mm.; 
tail about 45 to 46 mm.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; culmen about 
12 to 13 min. 

Female and young male. Above paler than the adult male and 
the tail edged with yellow; the wing-coverts are brown, instead 
of black, with yellowish wing-bars; the quills are dark brown 
and the whole lower plumage is pale greenish yellow. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, down the Malay 
Peninsula to Borneo and Sumatra. * 

Nidid cation. Nest and eggs sent me by Mr. AV. A. T. Kellow 
from the foot-hills beyond Perak are indistinguishable from those 
of JEyithina typhia . The nests were taken in thin scrub-jungle 
and were placed in vertical forks of bushes. The eggs measure 
17*8 x 13:9 mm. They were taken in May. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Common Iora, though this is 
apparently more of a jungle, and less of a village, bird than that is. 






(3(36) iEgitliina nigrolutea. 


Ma-Rshabl’s Iora. 

lora nigrolutea Marshall, S. F., iv, p. 410 (3876) (Meerut). 

JEgithina nigrolutea. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 282. 

Vernacular names. The same as for JEgithina t. tiphia. 

Description.—Male breeding. Upper back bright golden yellow, 
delicately fringed or stippled with black ; remaining upper parts 
black, the yellow showing through more or less on the lower 
back: tail broadly tipped with white; scapulars, lesser coverts and 
greater coverts black, the latter tipped with white and the median 
coverts wholly white; qnills black, narrowty margined with 
greenish, the outer secondaries tipped with white and the inner 
tipped and margined with white ; sides of liead and neck and 
whole lower plumage bright yellow ; under wing-coverts white. 

Male in non-breeding plumage loses all or nearly all the black 
on the upper parts which become dull greenish yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny plumbeous, 
the culnieh darker ; legs and feet light plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 to 140 mm.; wing 60 to 
66 mm.; tail about 44 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; 
oilmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage greenish yellow ; the upper tail- 
cover fcs black, fringed with green ; tail ashy-green, the central 
pair of rectriees nearly all white and the remainder broadly edged 
with white, yellowish-white or greyish-white; rest of plumage 
like that of the male but the black of the wings replaced by 
blackish brown. 

Distribution. Takes the place of JE. t. tiphia and M. t. humei 
to the north-west of India. It is found in Catch, Itajputana 
where it overlaps the range of JE. t. hnmei for some distance, 
Southern and South-Western Punjab, North-West Provinces; 
occasional in the north of the Central Provinces and north of the 
Ganges as far as Behar and the Santal Parganas, much over¬ 
lapping the range of JE. t . tiphia . Some authors consider both 
this bird ancl the last to be merely geographical races of JEgithina 
tiphia , but their actual breeding ranges overlap so constantly 
without a corresponding intergrading of form that it seems 
imperative to give them the status of full species. 

Nidification. Exactly like that of JEgithina tiphia. Twenty- 
four eggs taken by Barnes, Kemp and General Betham measure 
17*1 xKPl mm. 

Habits. Those of all the rest of the genus. 

Genus MY20HNIS Hodgson, 1843. 

The genus Myzornis contains one species of brilliant green 
plumage, an inhabitant of the higher portions of the Himalayas. 
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In Myzornis the bill is slender and nearly as long as the head, 
distinctly notched, with the cuimen gently curved ; the nostrils 
are longitudinal and covered by a membrane; the rictal bristles 
are weak ; the head is not crested, but the feathers of the crown 
are somewhat lengthened: the wing is rounded; the tail about 
two-thirds the length of the wing and slightly graduated and the 
tarsus is long and slender. 

The sexes are dissimilar. 

(367) Myzornis pyrrhoura. 

The Fire-tailed Myzornis. 

Myzornis pyrrhoura Rodgs., J. A. S. B.> xii, p. 984 (1843) (Nepal) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 233. 

Vernacular names. Lho-sagvit-pho (Lepcba). 



Fig. 65.—Head of M. pyrrhoura. 


Description. —Male. Lores and a patch behind the eye black; 
rest of the head and body bright green, the feathers of the fore¬ 
head with black centres and a streak above and below the eye 
still brighter green; throat and upper breast suffused with red 
and the lower breast and abdomen tinged with the same; vent 
and Under tail-coverts chestnut-red; wing-coverts and inner second¬ 
aries bright green ; winglet tipped with white; primary-coverts 
black, edged with green and tipped with yellow; primaries brown, 
the first eight tipped with white, the outer webs of all deep black, 
more or less edged with red; outer secondaries with the outer 
webs red and tipped with pinkish ; inner secondaries black with 
some green on the inner webs; tail-feathers red on the outer 
webs, green on the inner, broadly tipped with dusky. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red or red-brown ; bill dusky-brown; 
legs fleshy. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 59 to 63 mm.; 
tail about 70 to 75 mm . ; tarsus about 22 to 23 mm.; cuimen 
about 18 mm. 

Female has the primary-coverts green, tipped with white; the 
terminal spots on the secondaries pure white and the red on under 
parts, tail and wings duller. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim from 6,000 feet upwards. 

Nidification. No authentic record. 

Habits. A bird of high-level forests, from 6,000 to 10,000 feet 
or more. 
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Genus CHLOEOPSIS Jard. & Selby, 1826. 


J.N already referred to this genus when dealing with 
yEgitnma. 

Il contains a large number of species of bright plumage, princi- 
P, v which extend from Ceylon, through India, Burma, 

iSiam etc. to Western China and through the Mahay Peninsula 
to the islands. 

It is represented in India by six species, some of which have 
numerous geographical races and are spread over a very wide area. 

In this genus the bill is slender and curved and about as long 
as the head, the tip is notched and the nostrils are oval ; the 
lictal bristles are weak ; the frontal feathers are advanced up to 
the nostrils; the wings are rounded, but are less so and longer 
t han in the more typically Timaliine birds; the tarsi are very short, 
resembling in this respect the Pycnonolida >. 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A. I orehead rich yellow-orange. 

a. Chin and throat bright blue. [ p > 340 . 

a\ A yellow collar round blue throat_ C. aunfrons aunfrons. 

//. Yellow collar absent or obsolete. C. a. inornata, p! 849, 

b. Chin and throat black . C a. davidsoni. p. 348. 

J>. forehead greenish or yellowish. 

c j Abdomen orange . .. 6". hardwickii , p. 349. 

d. Abdomen green. 

c' ; Outer webs of primaries blue . C\ icterocephala chloro- 

d . Outer webs of primaries green. [ cephala , p, 350. 

a . A bright patch of colour on wing- 
coverts. 

a"\ Moustachial streak a mere short, 

narrow line . C. viridis zosterops f 

b" ! . Moustachial streak broad and [p. 35 \ t 

occupying the whole cheek .... C. jerdoni , p. 352. 
b No bright patch of colour on wing- 

coverts . C. cyanopogon, p, 853. 


(368) Chloropsis aurifrons aurifrons. 

Thu- GrOLD-ffiONTED ChLOHOPEIS. 

Phyllornis aunfrons Temin., PI. Col., 484 (1829) (Caehar). 

Chloropsis aunfrons. Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 235. 

Vernacular names. Suhz-harewa (Nepal); Hurriba (Bene.)* 
Shtlem-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Porehoad and fore-crown golden-orange; chin, 
checks and extreme upper throat brilliant purplish blue; remainder 
of t hroat, ear-coverts, round the eye, lores and a narrow line up 
to the nostrils black ; an indistinct supercilinm and a broad baud 
surrounding the black of chin and throat golden-yellow, a patch 
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OH the wings including most of the lesser coverts, bright pale 
blue; edge of wing rather darker blue; concealed portions ot 
wing-quifls dark brown; lower aspect of tail plumbeous; remainder 
of plumage bright grass-green, lighter below and sometimes inclined 
to an emerald tint. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light to dark brown ; bill black, 
gape and base of lower mandible horny; mouth bluish ; legs 
clear pale to dark plumbeous, the younger the bird the brighter 
and clearer the colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 nun.; wing 94 to 98 mm.; 
tail about 70 to 75 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 
17 to 18 mm. 

Female has the gold forehead less developed and the crown 
duller, the gold collar is obsolete ; the blue of the throat is some¬ 
times mixed with black. 

Measurements. A smaller bird than the male; wing 90 to 94,mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal and Simlsi to 
Eastern Assam; the hilly country of North and North-Last 
India from Ohota Nagpur, Hajmahal, bantal 1 argaufas etc., 
the whole of Burma to South Tenasserim where it meets 0, a. 
inornata ; Shan States, North and Central Siam. 

Nidification. The nest is a rather shallow cup, made o! very 
line twigs, moss roots, the tendrils of climbing plants, outward y 
bound together and also interwoven with scraps of moss, grass 
and a tow-like material which seems to be the inner bark ot a 
tree. The lining, if any, is of driest grass stems or moss roots. 
The nests are generally placed in horizontal forks at the extremity 
of a small outer branch near the top of a high tree in forest. As 
the nest is a small one, roughly about 3/ (93 mm.) by under 

2" (50 mm.) deep, it is very hard to find. 

They breed from the middle of May to the end ot duly or even 
into August at all heights from 3,000 to 6,000 feet and probably 
much lower, as a nest of a Cbloropsis, probably of this species, 
was taken by natives in the foot-hills of Cachar at a few hundred 
feet elevation only and in Marghenta, Assam, at about /00 feet 
this bird was quite common throughout the summer. 

The normal clutch of eggs is two, three only rarely and in 
appearance they are very like long dull-coloured eggs o e 
Niltavas. The ground is cream or reddish cream and they arc 
covered, usually profusely, with faint pale reddish-brown markings, 
equally numerous over the whole surface. They are long, often 
pointed, ovals in shape an cl the texture is glossless and fairly hue. 
Ten eggs average ^3*0 x 15*5 mm. 

Habits. The Golden-fronted Cbloropsis is found in small part ies 
four to a dozen or so, throughout the non-breeding season, 
frequenting open but well-wooded country, and keeping much to 
the tops of the highest trees, especially the Cotton-tree (bomba .i 
malabarim) when in flower. At other times it may be found in 
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the lower growths and it roosts for preference in dense secondary 
scrub or even in long sun- or elephant-grass. It indulges in the 
quaintest of attitudes when feeding and is a very active and 
restless bird. At one moment it will hover like a Sun-bird in 
front of a flower, at another it clambers along the lower surface 
of a thin branch and sometimes it will swing itself round and 
round in somersaults, a trick it carries with it into captivity. 
It is a most charming cage-bird, very easily tamed and a sweet 
songster. Its note, most often used in the cold weather when 
feeding in company, is a low “ cheep,” like that of a chicken calling 
for its mother, but it has an immense number of notes and is an 
excellent mimic. It feeds on insects, seeds and fruit and I have 
seen it feeding on bananas, oranges and peaches which had 
burst over-ripe on the trees. They are extremely quarrelsome 
birds and will allow no others to feed near them. 

(309) Chloropsis aurifrons davidsoni.* 

Tin: Malabar Chloropsis. 

Chloropsis aurifrons davidsoni , Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0 , xli, p. 8 
(1920) (Malabar). 

Chloropsis malabarica. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 235. 

Vernacular names. Chota Harried (Hind.), 


Fig* 60.—Head of C. a, davidsoni . 

Description.—Adult male. Differs from C. a . aurifrons in having 
the chin and throat black instead of blue without the surrounding 
gold collar. The inoustachial streak remains blue. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last. 

The female has but little signs of the golden forehead or blue 
inoustachial streak and has the chin and throat pale green. 

The young bird, as in the last, is alL green. 

Distribution. West coast of India, Khandala to Ceylon, 

Nidification. A nest with eggs sent me from Ratnapura, 
Ceylon, is exactly like that of the Gold-fronted Chloropsis 
was placed in an outer small branch of a tree about 20 feet 


* Tardus malaharicus Gmel., S. N., p. 837, is preoccupied 
author, p. 816, and cannot therelbre.be used. 
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the around. The two eggs are also just like that of the last bird 
and measure 21-Ox 15-0 and 21-0x16-1 mm. They were taken 
on the ‘25th January. 

Habits. This bird is found at all heights up to (3,000 feet, more 
often between 2,000 and 4,000 feet, it inhabits forests or open 
country as long as it, is well wooded and appears to keep almost 
entirely to trees in its search for food, which consists of both 
insects and fruit. 

(370) Chloropsis aurifrons inornate. 

The Siam Chloropsis. 

Chloropsis aurifrons inorncitus Kloss, Ibis, 1918, p. 198 (Lat Ban 
Kao, Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description- Differs from C. a. aurifrons in having less c iange 
on the forehead and practically no golden collar. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark ; bill black; feet plumbeous” 
(Kloss). 

Measurements. Wing 85 to 88 mm.; tail 60 to Go mm. 

Distribution. West and South Siam, straggling into the extreme 
East of Peninsular Burma; Aimam and Cochin China. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Apparently differ in no way from those of the other 
races. 

(371) Chloropsis hardwickii hardwickii. 

The Orange-bellied Chloropsis. 

Chloropsis hardwickii Jard. & Selby, Ill. Orn. Add., p. I (1829) 
(Nepal); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 236. 

Vernacular names. Dao-gurrum-ho-gatang (Cachari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and inner secondaries 
bright green; forehead, above the eye and down the neck, 
strongly tinged with yellow; lores, ear-coverts and a patch 
behind them black ; chin, throat and upper breast velvety black, 
glossed with purplish blue ; raoustachial streak bright cobalt; 
tail above purplish blue, the inner webs dusky-black; lesser wing- 
coverts verdigris-blue; other coverts black edged with purple; 
flanks green ; remainder of lower plumage bright, deep orange. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright red-brown to black-brown; 
bill black; legs plumbeous blue, dull and dark in old birds, bright 
and clear in the young. 

Measurements. Total, length aoout 188 min.; wing 9.3 to 
{>9 mm.; tail about 75 to 78 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
17 in m. 
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Female. A moustaehial streak pale cobalt; primaries and outer 
secondaries brown, tbe former narrowly, the latter broadly, edged 
with green ; centre of breast and abdomen and under tail-coverts 
orange, paler than in the male. 

The young are wholly green and take over the year to acquire 
their full plumage. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Simla and Mussoorie to 
Eastern Assam, South through Manipur, Lushai Hills to Tenas- 
serim, East to the Shan States and North and "W estern Siam. 
It also occurs in the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidiftcation. The Orange-bellied Cbloropsis breeds throughout 
its range during the rains, occasionally in May, making a nest 
quite indistinguishable from that of aurifrons but which is some¬ 
times placed lower, rarely within 8 or 10 feet of the ground. It 
breeds more exclusively in forest and less in tbe more open parts 
than does the previous species. Tbe eggs cannot be separated 
from those of the aurifrons group. Twenty eggs average 22-8 x 
15*9 mm. 

Habits. The Orange-bellied Cbloropsis is found from the foot¬ 
hills and the plains adjoining up to about 6,000 feet; it is much 
more a forest bird than most members of the genus, but haunts 
the thinner parts near rivers, glades and openings rather than the 
deeper parts. It may be seen either in pairs or small parties, and 
is very active and quick on its legs and flies well. It is a really 
beautiful songster and has a wonderful range of notes in addition 
to great powers of mimicry. It is a very favourite cage-bird in 
Assam and is easily taught tricks and becomes very tame. In a 
wild state it lives principally on insects, though it also eats some 
seeds and most fruit; in captivity, however, it is almost exclu¬ 
sively frugivorous. 

(372) Chloropsis icterocephala chlorocephala. 

The Bukmese Cheoeopsis. 

Phi/Uomis cJilorocephalvs Wald., A. M.N. If., (4) vii, p. 241 (lt>71) 
(Tounghoo). . Q „ 

Chlonrpsi* chlurocep/m/a. Blanf. & Oates, l, p. • 

Vernacular names. Dao bulip cjurrimo (Cachari). 

Description.— Male. Lores, feathers under and in front of the 
eye, cheeks, chin and throat black; forehead and broad band 
from eye to eye passing round and encircling the throat pale 
yellowish green; trout of the crown above the forehead and a 
broad streak passing over the eyes and ear-coverts pale green ; 
a very short moustachial streak cobalt; crown of tbe head and 
nape golden green ; back, rump, upper' tail-coverts and scapulars 
deep green ; tail blue ; primaries and their covens black, edged 
with blue; outer secondaries black on tbe inner, blue on the 
outer webs edged with green; inner secondaries and greater 
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coverts green tinged with blue: lesser coverts glistening cobalt- 
blue ; median and greater coverts green tinged with blue at the 
base ; under plumage bright green tinged with blue on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black ; legs plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 180 mm.; wing 80 to 85 mm.; 
tail about 67 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 16 to 
17 mm. 

Female. The black on the head is replaced by bluish green, 
there is no yellow band round the black ; the moustachial streak 
is pale and the general tint duller. 

Distribution, Hills South of the Brahmaputra to the extreme 
East of Assam, Manipur, Burma, the whole of Siam, East to 
Cochin China and Yunnan, and South to Tenasserim. 

Nidiiication. Similar to that of the other species of this genus. 
I found it breeding in JST. Caehar and the Khasia Hills in April 
and May and again, perhaps a second brood, in July and August. 
They kept for breeding purposes to dense, humid forests between 
2,000 and 6,000 feet. Sixteen eggs average 22*3 x 15*5 mm., the 
extremes being 23*2x15*4 mm.; 22*3x16*0 mm. and 21 *0x 
14*4 mm. 

Habits. In the non-breeding season the Burmese Chloropsis is 
found from the plains up to at least 6,000 feet, but during the 
breeding time seems to leave tie plains and keep to the higher 
hills. It has the usual habits of the genus and a very sweet song, 
though not as tine as that of the Orange-bellied Chloropsis. 

(373) Chloropsis viridis zosterops. 

The MALiVCHiTE-sHoui/DEREi) Chloropsis. 

Chloropm zostetops Vigors, App. Mem. Life Baftl., p. 674 (1830) 
(Tenasserim) ; Blank & Oates, i, p. 238. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. The whole upper plumage, wing-coverts, 
inner secondaries and tail bright green, the inner webs of all but 
the central tail-feathers edged with brown ; a patch o-i the lesser 
wing-coverts malachite-green ; other wing-quills dark brown, 
broadly edged with bright green; feathers above the nostrils, 
lores and a narrow line over the eye, cheeks, chin and throat 
black; ear-coverts and next the black throat a paler green than 
the back ; a short blue moustachial streak ; lower plumage bright 
green, a little paler than above. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light brown, dark brown to crimson ; 
bill black ; legs and feet pale to dark plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 220 to 230 mm.; wing 87 to 
90 mm.; tail about 75 mm, ; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen about 
20 mm. 
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The female and young have no black on the head ; the' chm, 
th£t an da ring round* the eye are bnght yellow and the 
moastachittl streak is pale and dl-de nec. M i 

Distribution. M, South of InjtJ ***** **> 
Peninsula to Borneo and Sumatra, South-Vi est biam. 

Nidiftcation unknown. . , . , .. 

Habits Davison records the habits of this bnd as leiug 
snS^?h<2o^lordl|^ but that it is even more exclusive^ 
a forest bird. This bird is only a race of Ohloropm, mridis ot 
Java, from which it differs in the tint of the shoulder-patch. 

(374) Chloropsis jerdoni. 

JlSBDON’S ClILOEOVSIS. 

Phyllornh jerdoni Blyth. J. A S B., xiii, m 392 (1814) (Madras). 

Chloropsis jerdoni. BJauf. & Oates, 1 , p. 238. 

Vernacular names. Harrcwa (Hind.) ; Wanna bojanum (Tel.). 

Desorption.— Male. A moustachial streak bright purplish blue, 
lores 2 Scat and a line from the lores over the moustachial 
streak black • forehead and a band surrounding the black gieemsh 
vell'ow- lesser wing-coverts very bright malachite-green; remainder 

ST plri? with the visible portion, of «"«. »d to, groo, . 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown; bill black, 
lems and feet lavender or pale slaty. 

Measurements. Length .bent ■‘■gii 

89 mm.; tail about 75 mm.; tarsus 1/ to 18 mm., culmen 

Female. The black of the male is replaced by bluish green and 
the cheek-stripe is bright greenish blue. . 

The young are like the female but have no moustachml streak. 

Distribution The Peninsula of India, from Sitapur lyzabad 

fS .„ t he N or th ; Barodaand Punch Mahals on the West; 
the Kajraahal Hills and Midnapore on the East down to and into 

toot from Urn qdS 3SS 

colour is°a white to a very pale creamy or pink sparing y marked 

Lviih snots specks, small blotches and short hair-lines ot. blacks , 

purplish or reddish brown, chiefly disposed about the largereud. 

The surface is glossless bat smooth, the texture lragile and the 


MMsr/fj, 


MESIA. 


353 



shape a rather long obtuse oval. Thirty eggs average 21*1 x 
15T nim, ; the extremes are 23-1 X 18 4 mm. and 19*3 X 14*3 nun. 

Habits. Jerdon’s Chloropsis is found either in pairs or small 
parties frequenting trees in fairly open country, gardens, orchards, 
small vspirmeys and light forest. It apparently is not found 
in heavy forest such as is common in sub-Himalay&n plains and 
in parts of Southern India also. It is as active in its habits as 
the rest of its relations, a sweet songster with an endless repertoire 
of notes, both of its own and copied from other birds. Many of 
its notes are very like those of the common King-Crow, though 
softer and sweeter. It is a favourite cage-bird, feeding, both in 
captivity and when wild, on fruit, seeds and insects. It is very 
fond of small grasshoppers. 

(375) Chloropsis cyanopogon. 

The Blub-whiskered Chloropsis. 

Phyllornis cyanopogon Temm., PI. Col., 512, fig. i (1829) (Sumatra). 

Chloropsis cyanopogon. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 239. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Male. The upper plumage, tail, wing-coverts and 
sides of the neck bright green, the forehead tinged with yellow 
and inner webs of tail-feathers brown ; wing-quills dark brown 
edged with green ; lores, cheeks, chin and throat black ; a line 
over the lores and eye brighter green than elsewhere; a short 
inoustaehial streak blue; a line round the black throat greenish 
yellow ; lower plumage light green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black; legs and 
feet dark plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 180 mm.; wing 81 to 85 mm.; 
tail about 30 to 83 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 
15 mm. 

Female. Chin and throat green,, the inoustaehial streak pale 
dull blue and feathers round eye yellowish. 

Distribution. The South of Tenasserim down the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. South-West Siam. 

Nidilication. Unknown. 

Habits. According to Davison the habits of this bird closely 
resemble those of the Burmese Chloropsis. 

Genus MESIA Hodgson, 1838. 

The genus Mesia is very closely allied to Liothrix , differing 
principally in the shape of the tail, which is rounded and a little 
graduated. The bili is exactly like that of Liothrix but the 
nostril is covered by a peculiarly shaped membrane. 
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(370) Mesia argentauris argentauris, 

TnE SlLVBlt-EABED MESIA. 

Mesia argentcmris Ilodgs., Ind. Rev., 1838, p. 88 ( Nepal); Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 244. 

Vernacular names. Chi-ro-chi-rit (Kacliin); Ilang-rap-chil-plio 
<Le pelni). 

Description.—Male. Forehead golden-yellow ; crown, nape, 
lores, cheeks black, produced as a stripe under the ear-coverts ; 
ear-coverts silvery-white; upper back and sides of neck fulvous 
yellow; lower back, scapulars, inner secondaries and wing-coverts 
"slaty, some of the outermost of the latter edged with green; 



rump slaty-green ; upper tail-coverts crimson: tail blackish 
•brown, the three outer pairs of feathers edged with yellowish; 
wings brown, the first three primaries edged with yellow, the other 
quills with crimson near their bases and yellow elsewhere; chill 
and throat deep orange-yellow; lower plumage olive-yellow, 
brighter on the breast and abdomen, the former of which is 
obseletely streaked darker ; under tail-coverts crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to brown ; bill yellow- 
ochre, tinged with greenish or brown at the base ; legs and feet 
.fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Length about 180mm.; wing 74 to 78 mm.; 
tail about 45 mm. ; tarsus about 25 ram.; culiiien 12 to 13 mm. 

The female and young have the upper and lower fail-coverts 
orange-buff and the latter also has the crown yellowish. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Garhwal to East Assam 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai, Chin, 
Kuchin Hills, mountains of Central and 8. Burma, Shan States, 
Siam. East of this it is replaced by a nearly allied race, M . a . 
tun/utcei (Kloss). 

Nidification. Every word w ritten on the nidification of Liothrioc 
lute a would do equally w T ell for this bird also and it is quite 
impossible to tell nests and eggs of the one from the other. This 
bird, however, breeds a little lower down than does the Liothrix. 
Whilst the latter breeds principally between 4,500 and 7,000 feet 
this bird breeds for the most part between 3,000 and 5,000 feet 
and whereas the former prefers pine-forests, the present one likes 
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(ow scrub and evergreen forest. Two hundred eggs average 20-9 X 
16-1 mm. and the extremes are 23*4X 16*0; 22-8x17*0 and 
19*4x16-0; 21*0x15*0 mm. 

Habits. The Mesias gather together in the cold weather in 
docks of considerable size, sometimes as many as twenty, or even 
thirty, forming a flock. They are not shy birds and will allow 
very close observation, flitting about the bushes and lower trees 
within a few yards of the watcher, constantly uttering a chirrup¬ 
ing cry with occasional clear, loud, whistling notes every now and 
then. They are restless, active little birds and form a wonderful 
spectacle of bright colour in front of heavy green bushes and 
undergrowth. 


Genus MINLA Hodgson, 1838. 


The genus Minla , as restricted by Oates and adopted here, 
contains one Indian bird of pleasing plumage, found my the 
Himalayas and hill-ranges of Assam. In Minla the bill is 
slender, curved, notched and pointed and about half the length 
of the head; the tail is as long as the wing and slightly graduated. 
The head, as in practically all the birds of this Subfamily, is not 
actually crested but the feathers of the crown are very full and 
more or less erectile. 


(377) Minla ignotincta. 

The Bed-tailed Minla. 


Minla ignotincta Hodgs., Ind. Rev.,-1838, p. 33 (Nepal) ; Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 24*5. 

Vernacular names. Minla (Nepal); Mcgblim-ayene (Lcpcha). 

Description.— Male. The forehead, crown, nape and middle of 
the upper neck black; a very broad, long supercilium white, 
meeting the opposite one on the upper back; lores, ear-coverts 
and a band extending nearly to the end of the supercilium black ; 
back, rump aud scapulars deep vinaceous; upper tail-coverts 
black; tail black, tipped and edged on the outer webs with 
crimson, the two middle tail-feathers with a white streak at the 
base of the inner webs, the outer feathers suffused with red on 
the inner webs ; wing-coverts and inner secondaries red, edged with 
white, the latter also broadly tipped with white; primaries and 
outer secondaries black, edged with crimson on the greater part 
of the outer webs; the earlier primaries margined with white 
near the tips, the outer secondaries tipped with white ; chin 
yellowish white; entire lower plumage yellow, sparingly aud 
narrowly streaked with brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris greyish or brownish white; bill, 
upper mandible and tip of lower blackish-horny ; rest of lower 
mandible horny-grey or bluish-greenish-horny; legs and feet 

O a 9 


6 


TIMjLLIIIJJE., 


grey-brown to greenish-leaden, with a wax-yellow tinge on toes, 
more decided in males than females; soles wax-yellow {Hume). 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm.; wing 62 to 65 mm.; 
tail about 55 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Female andyomig male differ from the adult male in having the 
back, rump, scapulars and upper tail-coverts vinaceous brown; 
the crimson on the wing is replaced by pinkish white and on the 
tail by pale red. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to Eastern Assam in 
the Miri Hills, South to Manipur, Cacbar, Naga Hills, etc. 

Nidification. The Bed-tailed Mini a breeds throughout its 
range between 5,000 and 10,000 feet, making a most lovely little 
pendent cup or deep purse of tine green moss, lined plentifully 
with wool, hair or vegetable down, sometimes hair and down 
being mixed. They are placed in small forks of bushes 4 to 
10 feet from the ground in evergreen forest. The eggs are two 
or three in number—Hodgson says four—and in colour just like 
the eggs of Propasser or Siva, that is to say. deep Hedge- 
Sparrow’s egg-bluo with a few spots and specks of black or 
reddish. Eifteen eggs average 19*3 X 14*6 mm. 

The breeding season is May and June. 

Habits. The Minla is found up to at least 10,000 feet and 
possibly still higher in the upper forested portions of the Chambi 
Yallev and Native Sikkim. It is said to go about in small parties, 
having much the habits of the Sivas, but in the Assam Hills it 
was very rare and I only saw it in pairs. In these hills it keeps 
much to the oak and rhododendron forest at about 6,000 feet. 

Genus HYPOCOLIUS Bonap., 1850. 

Since Blanford and Oates’s first edition of the Avifauna was 
published, Mr. W. D. Gumming has written in the Bombay 
Natural History Society’s Journal (vol. xii, pp. 760-765, 1900) 
some most interesting notes on this curious bird, which tend 
rather to confirm than to disprove its position in the Liotrichinte. 
The young are practically the same as the female in plumage and 
show no signs of barring, so that they cannot be placed in the 
Laniidce or Campephggidw. It lias two moults but the plumage 
does not seem to differ, except that it is said to be brighter and 
clearer in the summer than in the winter. 

The sexes are dissimilar. 

In Hypocolius the bill is stout and broad at the base and about 
half the length of the head; the nostrils are small exposed ovals; 
the rictal bristles are weak but always clearly visible; the wing is 
short but pointed, the first primary being minute and the second 
reaching to the tip of the wing. The tail is long and slightly 
graduated. The tarsus is very short and stout, shorter than the 
middle foe arid claw and is coarsely seuteUated* 
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(378) Hypocolius ampelinus. 

The Grey Hypocolius. 

ampelinus Bonap., Consp. Av, ; i, p. 386 (1860) (N.L. 
Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 260. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male, From the lores, through the eye widening 
to a broad band on the nape black; forehead, crown, chin, cheeks, 
throat, the middle of the abdomen, vent, thighs and under tail- 
coverts pinkish cream-colour; remainder of the body plumage, 
wing-coverts and inner secondaries drab-grey ; . winglet and 
primary-coverts blackish, shaded with ashy and partially margined 
with grey ; primaries black, with broad white tips shaded with 
grey on the first two or three; outer secondaries black, broadly 
edged and tipped with ashy, the black diminishing in amount on 
the later quills and occupying only a portion of the inner web- 
tail drab-grey, broadly tipped black. 



Fig. 68.—Head of H, ampelinus. 


Colours of soft parts. Irides brown bill black in the breeding 
season ; flesh-coloured with a black tip in non-breeding season 
and in the young ; legs, feet and claws flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Length about 260 mm.; wing 100 to 110mm.; 
tail about 115 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culraen 15 to 10 mm. 

Female. The upper plumage and the whole wing greyish isabel- 
liue, the quills shaded with brown interiorly and edged and tipped 
with light grey; the tail is merely brown towards the end and 
tipped paler; the lower plumage pinkish cream-colour, suffused 
with drab-grey across the breast; there is no black on head oi 
nape. 

Nestling. “ A fortnight to three weeks old the first primary is 
almost entirely sooty, all the others being graded with the same 
( Cumming). 

Young male like the female but has the white wing-patch from 
the earliest stages of plumage. 

Immature female has the secondaries tipped with white. 

Distribution. Persia, working South in March to Bushire and, a 
little later to Fao and other places on the shores of the Persian 
Gulf* A rare straggler down the Mekran coast and into bind 
and Khelat. First recorded from North-East Africa. 
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Nidification. Breeds at lao from the last few days ol May to 
the end of July, making a cup-shaped nest of roots, palm libre 
and grass, lined with grass, wool or hair. It is placed generally 
on a leaf of a date-palm at any height from 3 to 10 feet from 
the ground; it has also been found in cactus-hedges aud, very 
rarely, in thorny bushes. The eggs number either four or five, 
occasionally only three, and are a dull white with pale grey 
blotches and spots of grey. The texture is fine and close but 
almost glossless and, in shape, they are fairly broad ovals with 
the smaller end distinctly compressed. The eggs measure about 
26*2x 18*7 mm. < . .... 

According to Cumming “the male assists the female in building 
the nest and sitting on the eggs. 

‘‘The nest is completed in three to four days ; one egg is laid 
daily till the full number is completed, t\ <?., four or live and about 
14 days are taken in incubating;? 

Habits. Apparently the Hypocolius is locally m igratory, leaving 
the hilly country during the breeding season and taking to the 
date-gardens and semi-cultivated country. 

“The call of these birds is a very pleasing liquid note, nothing 
like the harsh cry of the Shrikes. ' The female has only the one 
call ; the male has a different call, but often Imitates the female, 
especially when alarmed; he has also the habit of erecting the 
feathers of his head when excited. They are more arboreal, at 
least in Fao, than the Shrikes. They live chiefly on fruit, but 
also indulge in a little insect diet, as several stomachs I have 
examined contained legs and wings of beetles etc. 

“ They become very tame if reared from the nest ” (Gumming.) 
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Fig. 69 .—Molpastes kncotu . 


Family PYCNONOTID.E. 

Oates in the first edition o! the Avifauna retained the Bulbuls 
as a Subfamily, Bt'cicJiypodiwc, of tlie Ttiuciliidfe but they seem, to 
me to be sufficiently' well differentiated to warrant them being 
treated as a separate family. They form a very numerous group 
of birds, which are found throughout Southern Asia, practically 
the whole of Africa, and also the extreme South-West of Europe. 

The two principal features by which the Pycnonotidcr can be 
distinguished from the Tiinaliiddi are the comparatively shoit 
tarsus and the presence of some hairs which grow Iroin the 
nape. These hairs are often long, fairly numerous and con¬ 
spicuous, sometimes short, few and inconspicuous but never 
entirely absent. It is this latter character which separates them 
f rom the Timaliidn which have short tarsi, such as Chlm-opsis , 
JUgithina etc., in addition to which the sexes are alike in the 
Bulbuls but different in those genera. 

In the Bulbuls the young are practically like the adults but 
sometimes paler and duller and sometimes darker and duller as in 
JJemivus. 
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The wing is more pointed and longer than in the typical 
Timalttdce and the bill varies from t,he short Pinch-like bill of 
SpiziwM to the long, slender bill of Microscelis. 



Fig. 70.—Foot of Mkroscelis p. psaraiden. 

Many Bulbuls are amongst the most common and familiar birds 
in the gardens and towns of India, whilst others are purely forest 
birds. 

It would be difficult to improve on Oates's key to the genera of 
Bulbuls, which is given below, practically unaltered. 


Key to Genera. 

A. Hairs from nape numerous and at least as 

long as tarsus. 

11 , Crest long and pointed . 

b. Crest absent or inconspicuous. 

a. Long hairs springing from back and nape. 

b \ Long hairs springing from nape only .. 

B. Hairs springing from nape short and- few, 

sometimes almost hidden. 

c. Feathers of crown and over ear-coverts all 

similar in shape. 

c'. A distinct crest. 

a". Nostrils not covered by plumelets. 
a'". Wing pointed ; secondaries falling 
short of tip of «wing by not less 
than length of tarsus. 
a 1 . Tail forked; the outer feathers 
curved outwards. 

a b . Plumage all black, grey and 
white or some combination of 

these . 

b\ Plumage of several colours . . 
b\ Tail square or rounded; outer 
feathers not curved outwards. 
c\ Crest-feathers shorter than tar¬ 
sus and pointed. 

d 5 . Crest-feathers longer than tar¬ 
sus and rounded ..... 

b Wing more rounded; secondaries 
falling short of tip of wing by less 
than length of tarsus. 


Criniger, p. 361. 

TmCHOLK8TES,p. S6C 
Alophoxxus, p. 367. 


Microscei.is, p. 368. 
Ceiiasophila, p. 373. 


Hemixus, p. 374. 
Alcurus, p. 379. 
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, Orest ample and covering- 
crown. 

e 5 . Tail very slightly rounded, the 
outer feather falling short of 


the tip of the tail by less than 
the length of the hind toe .. 

/a. Tail greatly rounded . .. 

il\ Crest thin and confined to centre 
of crown. 

Feathers of back with soft shafts Otocompsa, p : 

Ji'\ Feathers of back with rigid, 1 

spinous shafts ..• Pinabocichl. 

b \ Nostrils nearly concealed by thick 

plumelets . *... Spmxus, p. 4 

d'. Crest inconspicuous or entirely absent, 
c". Upper tail-coverts not reaching to 
middle of tail. 

c"' Feathers of crown and forehead 

’ short and stiff . Tbachycomus 

d u '. Feathers of crown and forehead 
longer and soft. 

Bill about f length of head, com¬ 
pressed and sharply carinate .. Iolk p. 404. 
f\ Bill about i length of head,neither 
much compressed nor carinate. 

< 7 5 . Plumage not squanaated - 

V. Plumage squamated . 

d'\ Upper tail-coverts reaching nearly to 

end of tail. 

d. Feathers on sides of crown and oyer ear- 
coverts long and pointed, contrasting with 
the rounded feathers of forehead ..- 

Genus CRINIGER Tenun., 1820. 

The genus Criniger may be kuown from all the other Bulbuls 
y the presence of a long pointed crest and numerous very long 
airs springing from the nape and hind neck. The tails of all the 
ncVmn and Burmese species are, moreover, rufous, a character 


Moj/pa&tks, p. 
Xantbixus, p. 


Fycnonotvs, p. 410. 
Rubioula, p. 409. 

Micbotabsus, p. 422, 


Kelaabtia, p. 426. 


Fig. 71.—Head of C. t.Jlaveolus. 


La Criniger the bill is strong and about half the length of the 
head and the culmen is curved throughout; the rictal bristles are 
well developed. The wing is blunt; the tail short and rounded 
and the tarsus short but very strong. The plumage is very soft. 










VIQKt i° 



PICNONOTIDJE. 


<SL 


The earliest name for any form of Criniger is tephrogenys of 
Jardine and Selby and the description undoubtedly applies to 
one of the southern forms, though no locality is given. In the 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society I designated the 
type-locality as South Tenasserim (vol. xivii, p. 466, 1921). 

The female is a good deal smaller than the male. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Lower plumage yellow. 

a. Chin and upper throat white; crest [p. 363.. 

greenish yellow. C, tephroyenys flaveolus, 

b. Chin, throat and upper breast white; 

crest greyish . . C,t, burmamcus , p. 364. 

B. Lower plumage darker and more ochra- 

ceous. 

c. Wing under 105 nun. 

a'. Chin and throat white; crest rufes- 

cent olive-brown .. C. t, tephrogenys , p. 362. 

b\ Chin,throat and upper breast white; 

Ci st olive-grey. C. t, yriseiceps, p. 365. 

(/. Wing over 110 min. C.t, grandis, p. 365. 

(379) Criniger tephrogenys tephrogenys. 

THC MALAYAN WHITE-THItOATED BoXBUL. 

Tricophorns tephrogenys Jard, & Belbv, Ill. Ind. Orn.,pl. xxvii (1833> 
(no locality) (Tenasserim). 

Criniger gutturalis. Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 256. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage olive-brown with an 
oehraceous tinge, rufescent on the head, crest and upper tail- 
coverts ; tail rufous-brown tipped paler ; wings brown, the outer 
webs of the feathers rufescent; lores and a ring round the eye 
grevish ; ear-coverts brown with pale shafts ; chin aticl throat 
white; lower plumage fulvous-brown tinged with ochre and 
oehraceous yellow on the centre of the abdomen; under tail- 
coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris wood-brown; upper mandible dark 
horny-brown, lower mandible plumbeous ; legs and feet pinkish 
brown ( Hume Davison). 

Measurements. Length about 230 mm'.; wing 96 to 102 mm. j 
tail about 100 mm.; tarsus 17*5 to 18*5 mm.; culmeri about 
18 nun. 

Distribution. The extreme South of Tenasserim and S.W. 
Siam down the Malay Peninsula. The true gutturalis from 
Borneo is a darker, browner bird below. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs sent me by Mr. W. A. X. Kellow, 
from near Taiping, Federated Malay States, were all found in 
March, April and May, some of these taken in the first month 
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were already hard-set. The nests, which were taken in dense fores? 
in amongst the heaviest undergrowth, were placed in low bushes on 
the banks of, or close to, forest streams. They were bulky cups 
of leaves, roots, twigs, moss etc, with a thick lining of bamboos, 
inside which again there was a true lining of roots both fine and 
coarse. The eggs, two in number in each case except once when 
there were three, are very beautiful. The ground-colour varies 
from a pale wine-coloured pink to the deepest salmon and the 
whole surface is more or less covered with blotches, smudges and 
a few spots and scrawls of deep bright red. The surface is 
intensely glossy, the shell hard and fine and in shape they are 
rather long ovals, generally well pointed at the smaller end. 
Nine eggs average 25*2 x 18*5 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the better-known C. t. Jlaveolus 
from the Sub-IIimalayas. They are birds of dense evergreen 
forests at low levels, go about in small flocks in the non-breeding 
season and are very noisy birds. They keep much to the lower 
trees and undergrowth. 


(380) Criniger tephrogenys flaveolus. 

The Indian White-throated Bulbul. 

THchophorus Jlaveolus Gould, I\ Z. S., 1836, p. 6 (India) (Cacliar). 

Criniger Jlaveolus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p.jL’55. 

Vernacular names. Kmscp-eechiop-pho (Lepcha) ; Dao-balip- 
gurrmo-dicli (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from the last in having the upper plumage 
more green, the edges of the feathers being distinctly olive-green; 
the lower surface is a bright yellow, the chin and upper throat 
*ilone being white; there is a white supercilium always present 
and sometimes quite conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides deep red ; bill pale greyish blue, 
gape and mouth still paler; legs greyish-horny, pale bluish-horny 
or fleshy-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 210 to 220 mm.; wing 88 to 
06 mm.; tail about 83 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 20 mm.; eulmen 
17 to 18 mm. 

Distribution. The Sub-Himalayas from Garhwal and Nepal, 
where it is apparently very rare, to the East of Assam, North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and Tippera. 

Nidification. This fine Bulbul breeds in some numbers in all 
the ranges of hills south of Assam from 1,000 feet, or even lower, 
to above 5,000 feet. At first I took most of my nests at higher 
elevations but later, when I knew the bird's habits better, 1 found 
it extremely common below 2,000 feet and many nests were 
taken in the ever-wet, deep forests of tho lower valleys. They 
were almost always placed near running water and a favourite 
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site was low down in some thick tangle of caries and bushe 3 
growing amongst palm-ferns. The nests are very heavily made, 
hemispherical cups of leaves, bamboo-spathes etc., wound round 
with roots, grass and stems of weeds ; the inner lining is generally 
oi bamboo leaves but there is always also a true lifting of coarse, 
red roots of ferns and bracken.' Roughly the nests average 
about 5" x 2f externally and 3|'' X11" internally. Oates men¬ 
tions finding these nests 10 feet up in small trees but nearly all 
mine were less than 4 feet from it. The birds lay in May and 
June and often during the early rains of July and August, and in 
North Assam and Sikkim, where the rains do not break until June, 
few nests will be found before that month. The normal clutch 
of eggs is two only, sometimes three and very rarely four. They 
are extremely beautiful eggs ; the ground-colour is a deep salmon, 
rarely with a lilac tinge, and the markings consist of irregular 
lines, specks and blotches of different shades of blood-red ami 
maroon with secondary markings, sometimes absent, of grey and 
neutral tint. The markings are generally rather profuse every¬ 
where, but in some are confined to the larger end and the lines 
are generally on this part of the egg. The surface is hard, fine 
and intensely glossy and the shape is a long oval, distinctly 
pointed at the smaller end. 

One hundred eggs average 26-9 x 18-0 mm. and the extremes 
are 27 5 x 18 6 nun.; 26-J x 20 0 mm.; 233x 18-3 mm. and 24-8x 
18 0 mm. 

Habits. Though this Bulbul may be found up to 6,000 feet, it 
is typically a bird of the humid forests of valleys between 1,000 
and 3,000 feet. On rare occasions it may wander into bamboo- 
jungle but it is essentially a resident of tree-forest with the most 
thickly grown underwood. It is, unlike most Bulbuls, really 
gregarious, wandering about the bushes, cane-brakes and scrub in 
sma.ll parties of half-a-dozen to a dozen, creeping and clambering 
about them very much in the same manner as do the Laughing- 
Thrushes. It is, however, a good flyer when forced to take wing, 
though it prefers pedestrian work when possible. It feeds on 
both insects and seeds and fruit, and in North Cacbar was very 
partial to the berries of a babool-like tree {Pliyllanthus emlica), 
swallowing them whole although they were as big as marbles. 
They are noisy birds with a few sweet calls and many dis¬ 
cordant ones. 

(381) Criniger tephrogenys burmanicus. 

The Burmese White-xhiioated Bulbul. 

Criniger burmanicus Oates, Fauna B. I., Birds, i, p. 256 (1889) 
(Tounghoo). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to C. t, flctveolus but with the upper parts 
less olive-green and more greyish, especially on the bead and 
crest; the upper breast is white as well as the chin and throat. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the last, 

Measurements. xY rather larger bird than jlaveolus ; wing 95 
to 102 mm. 

Distribution. Hills East of the Salwin from Yamethin to 
Moulmein. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs sent me from near Moulmein are 
quite indistinguishable from those of the last bird. They were 
taken in March and May, the nests being placed in low bushes on 
the outskirts of heavy forest. Nine eggs average 25’ 1 X 18*4 mm. 

Habits. According to Oates this is more of a tree bird than 
either of the two previous races. Davison also remarks that it 
never descends to the ground as the Indian bird often does but 
otherwise he describes it as being the same energetic, noisy bird 
as that race is. Their song, he writes, is a feeble 46 twee, twee, 
twee.” 

(382) Criniger tephrogenys griseiceps. 

Hume’s Wuite-thhoaxed Bulbul. 

Criniger griseiceps Hume, S. F., i, p. 478 (1873) (Upper Pegu); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 257. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This form is close to typical tephrogenys but has 
the upper parts olive-grey rather than rufeseent brown and the 
upper breast, as well as the throat and chin, is white ; the rest of 
the under parts are ochraeeous as in that bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

Measurements. A rather smaller bird than gutturalis , with a 
wing between 90 and 98 mm., according to sex, and uther 
measurements in proportion. 

Distribution. Central West Burma, South to North Tenasserim. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(383) Criniger tephrogenys grandis. 

Tub Yunnan White-tiiboated Bulbul. 

Criniger pallida grandis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xxxvii, p. 15 
(1917) (Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper parts olive-brown, the head browner; 
lower parts pale olive-yellow, the flanks olive-green and the 
under tail-coverts buff; the yellow is deeper and more olive than 
in pallida. Nearest to the Hainan form, C. t. pallida but much 
bigger, with a wing 114 to 119 mm. as against 100 to 115 in that 
bird, according to Ousfcalet, or 98 to 105, according to the British 
Museum series. 
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Fig. 72, —Head and back of T. c, criniger. 

(384) Tidcholestes criniger criniger. 

The Hairy-backed Bulbul. 

B racingpodius (P) criniger Blvth, J.A.S.B., xiv, p. 577 (1845) 
(Malacca). 

Tricholestes criniger. Blanf. & Oates, i, pr 258. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and crown olive-brown ; hind neck, 
hack and rump dull olive-green; wing-coverts browner; quills 


0. /. henrici is intermediate in size but yellower on the under 
parts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red; bill bluish grey, darker on tip 
and eulmen ; legs fleshy-grey. 

Measurements. The largest of all the forms of White-throated 
Bulbuls, with a wing 114 to 119 turn. 

Distribution. Yunnan and N.E. Shan States. Siam birds seem 
referable to C. t. henrici, a smaller form in tl\e South from Ann am, 
Cochin China etc, Oustalet’s larger birds from Yunnan should 
probably all be grandis . 

Hidificadon and Habits not recorded. 

Genus TRICHOLESTES Salvadori, 1874, 

The genus Tricholestes is remarkable for the numerous long 
hairs which spring from the back; these hairs lie close to the 
leathers and are not distinctly visible until they are lifted up. 

In Tricholestes the bill is very strong for the size of the bird. 
Hie eulmen is straight for half its length and the tip of the upper 
mandible is strongly tipped and notched. The frontal and nctal 
bristles are long. The head is not crested. The wing is blunt, 
the tail slightly rounded and the feet are exceedingly small and 
weak. 
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brown, the inner secondaries and the outer webs of the others 
rufescent; tail rufesceiit, the outer webs tinged with greenish 
and the outer feathers tipped with whitish; lores and sides of the 
head yellow, the latter feathers tipped with dusky ; chin and throat 
whitish; lower plumage yellow, the breast and sides of the body 
tinged with ashy ; under tail- and wing-coverts yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Legs and feet: pale bluish or pinkish 
brown or salmon-fleshy; claws pale plumbeous blue; lower 
mandible and edge of the upper pale plumbeous; ridge of culm# 
and tip of upper mandible black; rest of the upper mandible dark 
idumbeous, sometimes horny brown; iris pale umber or snuffy- 
brown to dark brown ” (Hume df Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 70 to 
77 mm.; tail about 70 to 75 mm.; tarsus 15 mm.; culinen about 
15 mm. 

Distribution. The extreme South of Tenasserim and S.E. Siam 
to the South of the Malay Peninsula. The Sumatran and Bornean 
form has been separated as Tricholesks c. viridis. 

Niiification. Two eggs of the form viridis in the collection of 
Mr. J. Davidson and taken by a correspondent of Herr M. Kuschel 
in W. Java are very like the eggs of lole icterica . The ground¬ 
colour is a pronounced pink, thickly mottled all over with a 
darker brownish pink, the mottling only a little darker than the 
ground-colour, so that at a short distance they look uniform. In 
shape they are long ovals and they measure about 23*2 x 16*0 mm. 

Habits. Davison records that “ This little Bulbul goes about in 
small parties of five or six, keeping to the brushwood and follow¬ 
ing each other about from bush to bush, uttering all the while 
a soft twittering note. In its habits it, approaches much nearer 
the Timaliine birds than the Bulbuls, like them hunting system¬ 
atically the foliage and branches of the brushwood and smaller 
trees. . . . One specimen I shot was quite alone and was perched 
on a dead twig, where it kept expanding and closing its tail 
spasmodically and bobbing about exactly like a Flycatcher. Their 
food consists almost exclusively of insects, though they do 
occasionally eat a few small berries. They are very tame birds 
and their plumage apparently never in good condition, so that it 
is impossible ever to make up a really good specimen.” 


Genus ALOPHOIXUS Oates, 1889. 

This genus was created by Oates for a species previously placed 
in the genus Criniger. It differs from that genus in having no 
crest and from Tricholestes in not having such long back-hairs. 
Bill, wings and tail are very similar to those of Criniger. 

There is but one species at present referred to this genus. 
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(385) Alophoixus phseocephalus. 

:e Crestless White-throated Bulbul. 

Ixos plupocephalus Harth, Rev. Zook, p. 401 (1844) (Malacca). 

Alophoixus phaocephalus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 269. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown of bead and nape bbickisb, each feather 
edged with bluish-grey; lores whitish ; back, rump and upper 
wing-coverts olive-green, the lateral feathers of the rump washed 
with yellow at the tips ; upper tail-coverts and tail rufous-brown 
wings dark brown, the feathers rufeseent on the outer webs; sides 
of the bead and neck and a narrow half-collar on the hind-neck 
ashy-grey, darker posteriorly; chin and throat white; remaining 
lower plumage bright yellow washed with olive on the sides of 
the body ; under wing-coverts yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. “ The legs, feet and claws vary from 
fleshy white (sometimes with a pinky tinge) to fleshy yellow; the 
upper mandible from dark plumbeous to dark horny brown ; lower 
mandible and edges of upper mandible pale plumbeous; irides 
snuff-brown, burnt sienua-browu or reddish brown ” ( Ilume, # 
Davison). 

Measurements. Length about 200 to 210 mm.; wing 86 to 
95 mm., the female averaging some 5 mm. less than the mate; 
tail about 70 to 90 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 14 to* 
17 mm. 

Distribution. The extreme South of Tenasserim to Sumatra,. 
Java and Borneo. 

Nidiiication. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Davison found this bird either singly or in pairs in 
thick forest or thin tree-jungle and, though common, never in 
gardens or clearings. In its general habits it closely resembles 
birds of the genus Qriniger . It is never found on the ground. 

Genus MICR0SCELIS Gray, 1840. 

The name Ilypsipetes by which this genus of Bulbuls has 
hitherto been known is unfortunately preoccupied bv Yypsipetes 
(Stephens, Syst. Brit. Ins., ii, p. 138, 1829) and the next name 
applicable is Microscdis of Gray (List Gen. Birds, 1840, p. 28), 
created for M. amaurotis, a Japanese Black Bulbul which cannot, 

I think, be separated generically from our Indian and Burmese 
forms. Haringtonia of Mathews and Iredale seems to me to be 
unnecessary. 

The genus contains a group of Bulbuls "characterized by grey 
and blackish plumage, red bills and long, forked tails. The bill is 
slender and about as long as the head, which is furnished with a 
long crest of pointed feathers. The rictal bristles are very short, 
not exceeding a third of the length of the culmen. The wing is- 
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pointed, the secondaries falling short of the tip by a considerable 
distance. The tail is distinctly forked and the outer feathers 
curved outwards. The tarsus is smooth and very short (see tig. 70, 
p. 360), being between a sixth and a seventh of the length of the 
wing. There is only one species found within our limits but that 
is represented by numerous geographical races. The genus 
extends from India to Japan. 

Mieroscelis psaroides. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Crown of head black, contrasting with paler 

grey of back and clearly defined from it. 

a. A black streak behind and under the ear- 

coverts. 

cc'. Paler grey both above and below... . 
b'. Darker bluish gre> r above and below . 

b. No black streak behind or under the ear- 

coverts . M. p. ganeesciy p. 372. 

B. Crown of head black, gradually merging 

into the blackish grey of back and upper 

parts. M. p. concolor , p. 372. 


[p. 369. 

M. psaroides psaroide$ y 
M.p . nigre&cens, p. 371. 



Fig. 73.—Tail of M. p. psaroides. 

(336) Microscelis psaroides psaroides. 

The Himalayas Black Bulbul. 

Ilypsipctes psaroides Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 43 (Himalayas, Simla) : 

JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 260. 

Vernacular names. Ban Babra (at Mussoorie); Phali-pho 
(Lepcba); DurJcal (Chamba). 

Description. Crown from forehead to nape, lores, a spot at 
the base of the lower mandible, another at the angle of the chili 
and a broad stripe round the ear-coverts black; a spot above the 
lores grey ; upper plumage and wing-coverts dark grey; remainder 
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of wings and tail black; ear-coverts, chin, throat, breast and 
flanks grey; abdomen and vent paler, the feathers being grey with 
white edges; under tail-coverts grey with broad white margins. 


Pig. 74.—Head of M. p. psaroides. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark or hazel-brown ; bill and legs 
bright coral-red, the claws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 250 mm.; wing 120 to 130 mm.; 
t he females, as usual, being decidedly the smaller; tail about 112 to 
120 mm.; tarsus about 18*5 to 19*5 mm.; culmen about 21 mm. 

Distribution. Western Himalayas to Bhutan. How far this 
bird extends East in Assam is not yet known. A specimen 
obtained by Dr. Falkiner in the Abor Hills is nearer the next 
form ; one pf the big tributaries of the Brahmaputra such as the 
Subansiri or the Dihang will probably be the dividing line 
between the two. 

Nidification. The Himalayan. Black Bulbul breeds in con¬ 
siderable numbers at all heights between 2,000 and 7,000 feet, 
occasionally even higher than this. The principal breeding 
months are May and J tine but eggs are laid both earlier and later 
by at least a month. The nest is generally a rather shallow cup, 
made of almost any vegetable material but for the main part of 
flue elastic twigs, lichen, roots and a few leaves well plastered 
with cobwebs where it is attached to the horizontal fork in which 
it is cradled. Often it is placed at very great heights from the 
ground, 50 or 60 feet up on the outer branches of some great 
forest tree; at other times it is placed in a small sapling and 
yet again, though but very rarely, in a tall bush. It is usually a 
very difficult nest to find and an even harder one to obtain when 
found. The site selected is most often in thin forest on the out¬ 
skirts of heavier forest but it does now and then build well inside 
the interior of very dense forest. 

The eggs number two or three or, according to Hodgson, four 
and are very like the eggvS of the common forms of Molpastes 
though so much bigger. The ground varies from pure white to 
pale pink or even a fairly warm salmon-pink and are covered, 
generally densely, sometimes only sparingly, with specks, spots 
and small blotches of various shades of red, reddish brown or 
umber-brown with others underlying these of neutral tint and 
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grey. The texture is neither very fine nor very close ; the gloss 
is but slight or even altogether absent and the normal shape is a 
rather long, well-pointed oval. Fifty eggs average 26-2 x 19*1 inm. 
and the extremes are 28 2 x 200, 23*8x18-7 and 25*2 x 
18*3 mm. The longest egg is also the broadest. 

Habits. The Himalayan Elack Bulbul is the exact opposite of 
the White-throated Bulbul in most of its ways. It is equally 
noisy and equally discordant in its notes but it is essentially a 
bird of high tree-tops, a percher and not a climber, a free and 
fairly easy flyer and largely vegetarian in its diet. The nectar of 
flowers, which Oates says it takes, is probably swallowed together 
with the numerous small insects which frequent these same 
flowers and upon which the Bulbuls feed. It goes about regularly 
in flocks all through the winter, sometimes two flocks combining 
where food is plentiful, and they have a curious follow-my-leader 
style when flying from one tree to another. It is a very bold bird 
and has no objection to being watched but it is naturally restless 
and unless on some tree, such as a Bombax in flower, which offers 
particularly fascinating food, soon flits away out of sight. 

It is never found except in really well-forested hills and 
mountains which it ascends to about 9,000 feet elevation. 

387) Microscelis psaroides nigrescens. 

The Assam Black Bulbul. 

Hyp si petes psaroides niyrescens Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xxxviii, 
p. 15 (1917) (Upper Chindwin). 

Vernacular names. I)ao~hdip gashim (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from M,p. psaroides in being very much 
darker both above and below *, at the same time it is a paler bird 
than M. p. coneolor and lias the black crown and the head dis¬ 
tinctly defined from the paler, blackish grey of the hack. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements much as in the last, 
though they average a little bigger. 

Distribution. South Assam, Manipur, Arrakan and the 
Northern Chin Hills apparently as far East as the Chindwin, but 
not to the Irrawaddy. It is also found in North-East Assam and 
the Abor Hills. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the last bird but moss seems to 
be far more used in the construction of the nest and in some cases 
tins material forms practically the whole of the nest. Like 
the last bird this also is one of the very few that employ pine- 
needles as a lining to their nests. The eggs cannot be distin¬ 
guished from those of the Himalayan race, 100 average 27*1 X 
19*7 mm., with extremes of 29*0xl9’2, 27*0x20*5, 24*7x 19*3 
and 25*8 x 18 0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus, It is found up to 0,000 or 7,000 
feet and descends almost to the plains. It was common in Mar- 
gherita at about 700 feet and in the winter in N. Lakhiinpur 
■extends well into the plains. 
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(388) Microscelis psaroides concolor. 

TnE Bubmes® Black Bulbul. 

Ilypsipetes concolor Blyth, J. A. S. B,, xviii, p. 816 (1849) (Tenas* 
aerim); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 201. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from M. p. psaroides in having the grey 
very dark, darker even than in nigrescent and in having the black 
of the head merge into the slightly paler back without any defi¬ 
nition between the two. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Himalayan 
form. 

Distribution. Eastern Burma, Shan States, Yunnan, Siam and 
South Burma to Muleyit Mountain. Anderson’s yuwianensis 
cannot be separated from this form. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other birds of this genus. 
Twelve eggs average 27*2 x 19*4 mm., these few varying very 
little either* in size or shape. 

Habits. This is a forest bird, according to Davison keeping 
more to the outskirts of jungle, clearings and more open forest 
than the other races do. It is found from the level of the plains 
in winter to at least 7,000 feet in the Kachin Hills in summer. 

(389) Microscelis psaroides ganeesa. 

The Southern Indian Black Bulbul. 

Hypsipetes ganeesa Sykes, P. Z.S., 1832, p. 80 (Deccan): Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p. 262. 

Vernacular names. Kele Kondiya (Ceylon). 

Description. Differs from all the other races in having no black 
line round the ear-coverts; the grey is darker than in the 
Himalayan form but the head is sharply defined from the back. 
There is little or no white on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris hazel dyed with lake-red; bill 
orange-vermilion ; feet orange-yellow 99 ( Fairbank ). 

Measurements. This is the smallest of all the races except for 
some specimens from the extreme South of Burma. Wing 112 to 
120 mm., tail about 100 to 105 mm. 

Distribution. India South from Matheran and Ceylon. 
McMaster obtained it at Chikaldar on tho Garwilgurgh Hills in 
Berar. 

Nidification. The Southern Black Bulbul seems normally to 
frequent higher elevations for breeding purposes than do the other 
races and will not often be found breeding below 4,000 feet. It 
builds a nest similar to those of its relations elsewhere but makes 
a greater use of dead leaves in its construction. It is often placed 
at very great heights and seldom on saplings or bushes. The eggs 
are almost invariably two only and differ from those of the 
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Himalayan form in being more weakly marked, less handsome 
eggs and also in being generally a shorter, blunter ova). Thirty 
eggs average 26*6 x 19*5 mm. and vary in length between 28 3x 
19*3 mm. and 25*0 x 19*2 mm. and in breadth between 27*0 x 20’6 
and 26'3xl9*0 mm. They breed from February to July. 

Habits. Those of the genus. They are never found in the 
plains and seldom below 2,000 feet, even in winter. Mr. Rhodes 
Morgan records having seen these Bulbuls “migrating in vast 
flights, numbering several thousands, in the Bolumputty Valley 
in July. They were flying westwards towards Malabar.” 

They frequent both the outskirts of forests and heavily-wooded 
districts and also small spinneys and skolas standing in the 
hollows of grass-covered hills. 

Genus CERASOPHILA Bingham, 1900. 

This genus was created by Bingham for the reception of a very 
remarkable Bulbul, probably nearest to the genus Microscelis 
(Hyjpsijpetes auct.). Like that genus the tarsi are short and non- 
seutellate and the tail is rather long and forked. The culmen 
is more curved than in Microscelis but it differs principally from 
that genus in having a bare unfeathered patch of skin round the 
eye. The under tail-coverts are brightly coloured as in Moljaastes 
and Otocoj/ipsa. 

(390) Cerasophila thompsoni. 

Bingham’s White-headed Bulbul. 

Cerasophila thompsoni Bingham, A.M*N. H., (7) v, p. 358 (1900) 
(Loi-San-Pa, 6,500 feet, S. Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “The whole head and neck snow-white, the white 
■of these parts abruptly defined from the back and breast, and 
extending further down on the upper back than on the sides of 
the neck and breast; the back, rump, upper tail-coverts, wing- 
coverts, scapulars, the outer webs of the two inner tertiaries, the 
breast, sides, and stomach a clear ash-grey; the primary wing- 
feathers, the secondaries, the tertiaries, with the exception noted 
above, and the tail hair-brown; vent and under tail-coverts light 
bright chestnut; the under wing-coverts and axillaries, the lower 
portion of the stomach, and some of the lower feathers on the 
thighs pale grey with a wash of light chestnut.” 

Colours of soft parts. “ Bill, legs and feet coral-red, claws horny: 
a bare patch of skin round the eyes, conspicuously wider below 
the eyes than above it, greyish tinged with yellow, the eyelids 
with a rim of bright vermilion-red. Iris whitish-yellow to pale 
yellow.” 

The sexes are alike in plumage and differ only very slightly in size. 

Measurements. “<J. Length 7*8 inches, wing 3*8, tail 3*8, 
tarsus 0*7, bill from gape 0*85. $ . Length 7*S inches, wing 3*7, 
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tail 3*85, tarsus 0*7, bill from gape 0*85. These measurements 
were taken in the flesh.” (Bingham.) 

^ Distribution. Southern Shan States, North-West Siam and 
hast Central Burma. Wickham reports it as not uncommon at 
Taung-gyi. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. According to Wickham this is a Bulbul of high 
elevations during the breeding season, when it is found from 
6,000 feet upwards. In the non-breeding season it comes down 
to lower elevations between 3,000 and 4,000 feet, going about in 
small flocks. Their note is harsh but quite typical of the family. 

Genus HEMIXUS Hodgson, 1844. 

The genus Hemixus y of which II. flavala is the type, contains 
two Indian species and many subspecies. It differs from 
Microseelis in having the tail square or slightly rounded and its 
outer feathers straight. The crest consists of a great number of 
short but sharply-pointed feathers. The nuchal hairs are short 
and indistinct, but the rictal bristles are strong. The wing is 
pointed, the secondaries falling well short of the longest primaries. 

The bill is like that of Microseelis but the tarsus is slightly shorter, 
though this is not noticeable in dry skins. 

Key to Species and Subspecies . 

A. Tail dark brown. 

a. Head and back practically con- 

colorous .. J£. flavataflavala, p. 374. 

b. Head much darker and contrasting 
with the back. 

a\ Back brown, though lighter than 

head . II, fi, davisoni, p. 376. 

b'. Back grey. H.fl. hildebrandi, p. 376. 

B. Tail green. 

c . Hack green, 

c . Breast and sides of neck strongly [p. 377. 

rufous; throat nearly pure white Ilmacclellandi macclellandi, 
d\ Breast and sides of neck merely 

tinged rufous ; throat grey . II m. tickelli , p. 378. 

d. Back brown . II, m. binghami, p. 379. 


(391) Hemixus flavaia flavala. 

The Himalayan Brown -eareo Bulbul. 

Hemixus flavala Hodgs., J. A. S. B M xiv, p. 572 (1845) (Nepal): 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 263. 

Vernacular names. Nalli-pindi (Lepcha), Dao buUp-gadtba 
(Oachari). 

Description. Upper plumage and smaller wing-coverts dark 
ashy, the feathers of the crown edged paler and the upper tail- 
coverts tinged with olive-green; tail brown, tinged with olive- 
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green on the basal half of the outer webs; greater coverts brown 
on the inner and olive-yellow on the outer webs; quills brown, 
the earlier primaries edged with grey below the emargittations; 
all the other quills margined with olive-yellow, very narrow on 
the outermost and increasing until it covers the whole of the 
outer webs of the innermost secondaries; lores and cheeks 
blackish ; ear-coverts bronze- grey; chin, throat, centre of the 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white; breast, sides of 
neck and flanks grey. 



Fig, 75.—H<?ad of Hemixusjl . jiavala , 


Colours of soft parts. Irides dull crimson or reddish brown; 
bill black; the legs vary much between horny-brown and dark 
plumbeous, in a few specimens being almost black. 

Measurements. Length about 210 mm.; wing 94 to 99 mm.; 
tail about 86 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 15 mm. 

The female is, as usual, a little smaller ; wing about 90 to 96 mrn. 

In the young the crown is very dark, showing up as a distinct 
cap. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Mussoorie to Eastern Assam, 
N. Chin Hills, Kacliin Hills to Yunnan. South Assam, Manipur, 
Chittagong Hill tracts and Arrakan. 

Nidification. This Bulbul breeds at elevations between 3,000 
and 6,000 feet in scrub-jungle and the dense secondary growth on 
deserted cultivation, or occasionally in the undergrowth of forests. 
It is very partial to the banks of tiny streams such as are dry 
during the winter but form rapid little water-courses during the 
rains. The nest is a rather deep cup, composed outwardly of grass 
stems only. Sometimes a few bamboo leaves, a twig or two and 
some roots may be added to the other materials, but it is curious 
that whatever the article chosen it is nearly always yellow, tan, 
or pale brown in colour. Externally the nests roughly average 
about 3*5" X 2-5" and they are nearly always placed close to 
the ground, somewhere between 2 and 5 feet from it, and well 
hidden in a thick bush or dense mass of brambles or creepers. 
Neats may be found any time from early May to late .Tilly. 

The eggs are either two or three in number, rarely four, and 
vary in ground-colour from pearly-white to pale salmon. They 
are* profusely covered all over with specks and spots of light 
pinkish red to a reddish brown. In shape they are rather long, 
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often pointed, ovals. Fifty eggs average 23-6 x 17*3 rain., the 
extremes being 25'5 XlS'O mm., 221 X 17*6 mm. and 24-Ox 
16-3 mm. The greatest length and breadth occurs in the same 

egg- 

Habits. The Brown-eared Bulbuls come well into the plains 
in winter but in summer keep above 2,000 feet and ascend 
to 6,000 or perhaps 7,000 feet. They collect in very large flocks 
containing 20 to 30 individuals and haunt both the higher trees 
and low scrub and brushwood. They are noisy birds and have 
many harsh notes but they also have a rather pretty, jerky little 
■ song which they sing at all seasons. They keep much to the more 
open wooded parts until the breeding season commences, when 
they retire to the deeper forests. They have a curious habit of 
swinging themselves on the pliant ends of the small bamboo, 
Bcmbusa vulgaris, several birds often perching on the same 
banging end and evidently enjoying themselves as they sway in 
the breeze. 

(392) Hemixus flavala davisoni. 

Davison's Brown-eared Buliutl. 

Hemixus davisoni Hume, 8, F., v, p. Ill (1877) (Tenasserim) : 

Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 264. 

Vernacular names. Nym-hoh-ka-lone (Burmese). 

Description. Differs from II. fl. flavala in having the entire 
crown and nape a rich dark brown, the upper parts a paler 
brown and the yellow on the wings less in extent; the breast is 
ashy rather than grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

Measurements. This race seems to average a trifle larger than 
the last, the wing being between 97 and 102 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, Meetan and Thoungyah. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded beyond Davison's 
statement that it is confined to the hill-forests of the southern 
half of Tenasserim. 

(393) Hemixus flavala hildebrandi. 

Hildebrand's Brown-bared Bulbul, 

Hemixus hildebrandi Hume, S. F., ii, p. 60S (1874) (Salween Disk): 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 264. 

Vernacular names. Nyen-boh-ka-lone (Burmese.) 

Description. Differs from Davison’s Brown-eared Bulbul in 
having the head still darker, almost a blackish brown and the 
upper parts more grey and less brown. 

Colours of soft parts similar to those of the other races. 
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Measurements. This is the largest race of the three, having a 
wing between 100 and 105 mm. 

Distribution. Salween and Karen Hill's. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. Three eggs sent 
me with the bird from Karen Hills measure 22*1 x 17*0 mm. The 
nest is in appearance just like that of //. fl.fiavala and was said 
to have been placed iti a thick bush in scrub jungle. 

(394) Hemixus macclellandi macclellandi. 

The Rurous-xiELLiEB Bulbul, 

Mypsipetes macclellandi Hovsf,, P. Z. S., 1839, p. 59 (Assam). 

Hemixus macclellandi. Blank & Oates, i, p. 265. 

Vernacular names. ChincMoh-pho (Lepeha); Chichiam (Lepcha); 
Dao~bulip-gadeba (Cachari). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape bright vandyke-brown, 
the shafts pale reddish white, giving a streaky appearance; 
remainder of upper plumage, wing-coverts and inner secondaries 
olive-green, brightest and sometimes more yellow on the upper 
tail-coverts; tail bright olive-green; quills brown edged with 
olive-green ; lores and cheeks grey or grey and white ; ear-coverts, 
sides of neck, breast and flanks chestnut; abdomen white, more 
or less suffused with rufous ; under tail-coverts yellowish rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel, red-brown to red; bill, upper 
mandible dark blue-grey, eulmen, tip and base of lower mandible 
dusky, remainder flesliy-white; legs dull yellowish- to purplish- 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 106 to 
110 mm.; tail about 110 mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; eulmen 
20 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Mussoorie to E. Assam both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra liiver, Chin Hills, 
Manipur, Lushai and Arrakan. 

Nidification. The Eufous-bellied Bulbul breeds between 3,000 
and 7,000 feet, from the end of May to the beginning of August. 
The nest is a large, rather shallow cup of griuss, bamboo leaves, 
shreds of bark and long roots which are wound round the 
branches of the horizontal forkfrom which it is always suspended. 
It is generally an untidy, loosely-built nest but very st rong. 
The lining is of fine grasses only, very rarely a few roots being 
added. The site selected is the outer branch of a tree at some 
height between 20 and 40 feet from the ground, the chosen tree 
standing either on the outskirts of forest, in scattered tree and 
bamboo jungle or sometimes in dense forest when this is broken 
by a stream or some natural clear space. 

The egg s are generally two only in number and are very like 
those of the genus MicrosceUs but on the whole are duller, less 
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richly coloured eggs and the texture is distinctly more Fragile and 
coarser, the surface seldom having any gloss. .Fifty eggs average 
26*2 x 18*2 mm. and the extremes are 28*1 X 19*6 nun., 273X 
19*3 and 22*0x16*0. The last is both the shortest and most 
narrow. 

Habits. This Bulbul is not gregarious though, where food is 
plentiful, two or three pairs may be found in company. They 
frequent lighter forest, bush and scrub in preference to heavy 
forest, rarely entering these to any depth except in the breed¬ 
ing season. They are quiet birds but have a few musical 
notes and a loud mellow call, a whistle with three ascending 
notes. It is found up to about 7,000 feet and in winter descends 
to 2,000 feet. It is a most amiable bird and will allow much 
smaller birds to drive it away from food without making any 
protest. 

(395) Hemixus macclellandi tickelli. 

Tickell’s Bulbul. 

Bypsiprtes tickelli Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxiv,p. 275 (1855) (Interior of 
Teimsserimjh 

Hemixus tickelli. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 265. 

Vernacular names. Kona recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Kufous-beliied Bulbul in having 
the lower plumage grey tending to white on the abdomen and 
the breast streaked with whitish shaft-stripes; the ear-coverts 
and the sides of the neck are pale rusty, which colour also tinges 
the breast; the shaft-stripes of the crest-feathers are broader and 
whiter ; the throat is grey instead of white. 

Colours of soft parts. “Legs and feet fleshy-pink, light 
purplish brown, pale pinkish brown or pale reddish* brown : bill 
black, hoary black or dark hoary brown; iris wood-brown, deep 
red-brown, light red or crimson” (Hume and Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 230 to 240 mm.; wing 
97 to 102 mm.; tail about 106 nun*; tarsus about 18 mm.: enlmen 
about 23 mm. 

Distribution. Karenni and the hills of East Central Burma 
to Muleyit in Tenasserim. 

Hidification. Unknown. 

Habits. This race seems to be found in much the same kind of 
forest as that frequented by the last bird but it is also found in 
pine-forests, in which //. m. macclellandi does not seem to enter. 
It occurs from 2,500 up to 4,000 feet. 

There is a form of hemixus macclellandi found in the Kaehin 
Hills (Harington) but I have not seen any specimens. Pre¬ 
sumably it is typical macclellamli with which Harington placed it 
but it may be this Karen Hills form, tickelli , and specimens are 
badly wanted to confirm or disprove this. 
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(390) Heinixus macclellandi binghami. 

IIartekt’s Shan Bulbul. 

lole. hotli binyhami liar text, Vog. Pal., ix, p. 558 (1902) (Loi-San-Pa^ 
S. Shan States). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This form differs from the Himalayan and 
Davison’s Brown-eared Bulbuls in having the upper plumage 
brown, not green. It is nearest to 77. fit. holti } from Southern 
China, in its abdomen being paler and whitish rather than rusty 
rufous and in its paler upper parts. 

Measurements. a Wing 108 mm.; tail 115 mm.” ( Hartert ). 

Distribution. South Shan States. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Within a comparatively small area we have many forms of this 
Bulbul— E. m. holti from S. China, II. m. slmilis Rothschild 
from Yunnan, 77. m. ticl'dli from the Karen Hills, 1L m. macclel¬ 
landi from the Chin and Kachiu Hills. Apparently these are all 
good forms. From Armam, Messrs. Robinson and Ivloss describe 


Fig. 76. “Head of Alcurus striatus . 

(397) Alcurus striatus. 

The Striated Green Bulbul. 

Trichophorus striatus Blytli, I. A. S.B., xi, p. 184 (1842) (Nepal). 
Alcurus striatus. Blunt. &; Oates, i, p. 266. 

Vernacular names. Sentm-plelc-gho (Le pc ha); Chichiafrn (Bhutea) 
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Description. Whole upper plumage and closed wings and tail 
olive-green, brownish on the crest, which in some specimens is 
almost a hair-brown ; the feathers of the crown have white stria* 
which are broadest and often yellowish on the forehead, narrowest 
on the longer crest-feathers, where they become little more than 
shaft-stripes; nape, upper back and ‘scapulars broadly striated 
white, the striations becoming narrower towards the rump and 
ceasing altogether on the upper tail-coverts ; lores and chin yellow 
or orange-yellow; throat paler and duller yellow, the feathers 
tipped with dusky-brown; ear-coverts dark brown narrowly 
streaked with yellowish white; breast, sides of neck and flanks 
dark grey-brown broadly striated with yellow towards the 
abdomen, which is wholly of this colour; under tail-coverts 
yellow; under surface of the tail yellowish green; the greater wing- 
coverts are broadly margined with yellowish on the outer webs." 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to Indian-red or 
bright brick-red; bill dark homy, almost black; legs dark clear 
plumbeous, according to Davison sometimes dark brown. 

Measurements. Length about 220 mm.; wing 102 to 112 ram.; 
tail 90 to 108 min..; tarsus about 20 min.; cultnen about 15 to 
16 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Nepal to Assam both North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills, Kachin Hills to Yunnan, 
Manipur and hills of Central Burma to Tenasserim. 

Rothschild has recently shown that Almrus stria tvs paulus * 
described from Yunnan cannot stand as it is no smaller than 
those from Sikkim and elsewhere. The birds from Tenasserim 
possibly average 1 or 2 mm. less in wing measurement but the 
extremes are much the same, and as I can trace no difference in 
plumage there seems to be no sufficient ground for separating 
them. Birds of this species in abraded plumage differ from 
freshly plum aged birds far more than is generally the case and 
this must always be borne in mind when comparing specimens 
from different areas. 

Nidiiication. The Striated Green Bulbul breeds between 4,000 
and 8,000 feet, perhaps higher still, over the greater part of its 
known range, budding a cup-shaped nest of roots and line elastic 
twigs with a lining of fine grass stems. In some cases a few 
scraps of mos?, spiders’ egg-bags and a cobweb or two may be 
added but in all roots and twigs form the main materials. The 
site selected is a thick bush or clump of the small bamboo which 
grows in amongst other trees and scrub and in all cases the nests 
are very well hidden, generally 3 or 4 feet only from the ground. 

The few oggs which have been found are of two types—the one 
like very exceptionally brown eggs* of the Common -Bengal 
Bulbul, the other with a white ground marked with numerous 
small freckles and blotches of pinkish red, more sparse towards 
the smaller end. They measure about 22*4 x 16'3 mm. It 

* Alcunts striatus paulus Bangs & Phillips, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool, lviii, 
p. 284. 
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appears to be a late breeder, no eggs having been taken earlier 
than June except one by Mandelli in May. 

Habits. The Striated Green Bulbul is a bird of high elevations 
only, not descending below 4,000 feet even in the cold weather. 
Jerdon says that it keeps much to the tops of high trees but in 
N. Cachar we found it frequenting smaller trees and scrub- 
jungle. Here it was restlessly moving about from one bush to 
another and when disturbed made its Way into safety by short 
flights of a few yards at a time, although they are good flyers 
when really forced to take wing into the open, with a faster, 
more direct flight than most Bulbuls. Their principal note is 
u a loud, mellow whistle,” as referred to by Jerdou but they are 
really rather silent birds on the^ whole. They consort in small 
hocks in the non-breeding season and eat fruits, seeds and insects* 


Genus MOLPASTES Hume, 1873. 


The genus Molpastes comprises some Bulbuls which are amongst 
the most familiar of Indian and Burmese garden birds. They aro 
very widely distributed and though there are but few species 
these are represented by very numerous geographical races. 

In Moljpastes the crest is thick and of considerable length, the 
feathers growing from every portion of the crown and nape. 
The nuchal hairs are extremely short and difficult to detect. The 
wing is blunt and the tail very slightly rounded. All the birds of 
this genus are remarkable for the bright colour of the under tail- 
coverts and are further to be recognized by the broad white tips 
to the tail-feathers. 



Fig. 77.—Head of M. 1. humii. 


One of the species or races hitherto recognized cannot be 
maintained. This is Molpastes magrathi (Whitehead, Bull. 
B. O. C., xxi, p. 48) which is only a rather common hybrid between 
M, h. intermedins and M . leucotis , partaking of the characters of 
these two birds in varying degree, some individuals showing 
more of the former and some more of the latter. 

The question of the status of the Chinese birds chrysorvlioides 
is one of some doubt. Robinson and Kloss consider that there 
are tw r o good species, chrysorrlioides and hcemorrkous , both con¬ 
taining one or more races. To me it seems that we have but one 
species, extending from Ceylon to China, for there is no real 
break in the continuity of gradation from the dark western forms 
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with black ear-coverts to the pale eastern forms with almost 
white ear-coverts. At the same time, all along the joining line of 
Molpcistes h . burmanicus , M. h. mgripileus and J L h. bengalensis 
on the West with M.. h. chrysorrhoides on the East we have not 
only many intermediate birds, which might equally well be 
assigned to either form, but there are many birds, the majority in 
fact, which can quite definitely be credited to one or the other. 
Thus there are in the British Museum Collection specimens from 
the Shan States, Yunnan, Siam, Karenni, Tenasserim, etc., 
some of which are labelled chrysort'hoides , some nigripileus , some 
atricapiUm and some klossi but of the birds so labelled there are 
many of which it is impossible to say to which race they belong. 
Davison, Armstrong and others obtained birds at the same place 
about the same date which they had no difficulty in calling 
chrysorrhoides or nigripileus , yet others again are referable to 
either, it appears to me that all along the Siam-Burmese 
- boundaries there is a narrow region in which there is no stable 
form found and where, evidently, there are such conflicting 
conditions in the environment that Nature has not yet had time 
to evolve one definite form. It is, of course, true that in all lines 
of demarcation between geographical races intermediate forms 
ore the rule but in this intervening territory intermediate 
individuals are less common than such as can be definitely assigned 
to one or the other of the races in the adjoining area. 

Ill view of the many individuals which are exactly half-way 
between chrysorrhoides and their next-door neighbours, I propose 
in this work to treat all the forms as geographical races of 
hcvmorrhous. 

Molpastes chrysorrhoides "klossi Robinson, Bull. B. O. C., xli, 
p. 12 (1921) does not seem to be maintainable; the Museum 
series varies in wing measurements between 87 and 104 mm., 
whilst the very large series of Chinese birds range from 90 to 
107 mm., one huge bird from Amoy having a wing of 111 mm. 
On the other hand, it is quite possible that the birds of West 
Siam may be separable as somewhat smaller and darker on an 
average. The series in the British Museum from that country is 
insufficient to determine this point. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Under tail-coverts red. 
a. The black of crown sharply de¬ 
fined and not extending to the 
hind-neck. 

a'. Ear-coverts black and not dis¬ 
tinguishable from the crown., 

a". Back dark brown, feathers fp. 303. 

narrowly ed^ed with white. M. hcemorrhous luemorrhous , 

b". Back paler Drown, feathers 

broadly edged with white . M. h. pallidas, p. 385. 
b\ Ear-coverts brown, contrasting 
with black of crown. 
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c\ Chin, throat and upper 

breast deep black. M. h. buntUmcwt, p. 385. 

d". Chin and upper throat only 

■^laek . M.h. nigripilem, p. 386. 

c Ear-coverts whitish like the 
lower plumage ; point of chin 

only black . -.. M.h. chrysorrhoides , p. 387. 

b. Black of crown extending into hind- 

neck and hack and not sharply 
defined from brown of latter. 
d'. Black extending far onto back 

and breast .. • M. h. betigalensis, p. 387. 

e r . Black extending only on to hind- 
neck and shading into brown on 

breast .. M. h, intermedins,]). 389. 

A. Under tail-coverts yellow. 

c. Forehead arid long crest hair- 

brown, each feather edged with IP* 

greyish white . M. leucogenys leucogenys, 

d. Forehead and crown black; no 

crest... M. 1. leucotis, p. 390. 

e. Forehead and crown with short 

full crest black . M. 1 . hnmii , p. 391. 


(398) Molpastes hsemorrhous haemorrhoids. 

The Ceylon Bed-vented Bulbul. 

Museicapa hceniorrhom Gmel.. S. N., i, p. 941 (1789) (Ceylon), 
Molpastes hamorrkous . Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 208. 

Vernacular names. Bulbul or Bulbuli (Hind.) ; Pujli-pitta 
(Tel.); Konda-lati (Tam,). 

Description. The whole head, chin and throat deep black, 
sharply defined at the back of the head; neck, back, wing-coverts, 
scapulars and breast brown, each feather narrowly margined with 
whitish ; rump plain brown; upper tail-coverts white; tail brown 
at base, darkening and becoming black towards the end, tipped 
white ; Wing-quills brown, very narrowly margined with whitish ; 
sides of body and flanks brown fading to almost white on abdomen; 
under tail-coverts crimson; shafts of tail-feathers whitish beneath. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; bill black; 
legs and feet dark brown to black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm. 

95 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm. ; culrnen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India, Travail core and Mysore. 
“North about up to 18° on the East and to about 20° on the West. 

Ni&ification. This Bulbul breeds over the whole of its area in 
the plains and the foot-hills of the various ranges up to about 
2,000 feet, ascending much higher than this in any hills where big 
towns, cultivation and big open plains have usurped the place of 
jungles and forests. In Ceylon they are commonly found up to 


wing 85 to 
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3,000 feet and on the Nilgiri Hills up to about 8,000 feet above 
Ootacanuind. They breed in Ceylon principally in March and 
April but eggs may be taken in almost any month ; in India May 
and Jane are, perhaps, the favourite months but there also the 
breeding season is very extended, many second broods are hatched 
and there is practically no season in which an odd nest or two may 
not be seen. The nest is a cup made of dead leaves, grass, twigs, 
creeper stems and odd scraps of dried moss, lichen etc., fairly 
compactly put together but rather untidy. The lining is of fine roots 
and green stems. No nests are ever taken in forest or really 
heavy jungle and no nest is built very high up in big trees 
or, on the other hand, placed quite on the ground. Within these 
limits, however, they may be built in almost any situation. A 
shrub or small tree within a few feet of a frequented path, a trellis 
over a verandah, a bush in scrub surrounding a village, a thick 
patch of high grass in an orchard—all in turn may serve the pur- 
1 pose and, failing these, any other kind of bush, tree or stump will 
suffice. The number of eggs laid is two or three but in the north 
a clutch of four may occasionally be seen. In ground-colour the 
eggs vary from pure white to a pale or deep salmon-pink, a few 
having rather a lilac tint. Normally the markings consist of 
numerous small blotches, spots and freckles of various shades of red, 
reddish brown or pinkish brown with others, less numerous, under¬ 
lying them of pale neutral tint and grey. In a few eggs the marks 
may be mere freckles or stipplings, in others again somewhat 
bolder and more blotchy but the range of variation does not seem 
as great as it is in M. 7i. benr/alensis and M. fi. burmanicus. In 
texture the eggs are smooth but not very fine grained, there is 
little or no gloss and they are rather fragile for their size. 
100 eggs average 21*1x15*5 min. and vary in length between 
24*3x16*5 and 19*0 x 15*1 mm. and in breadth between 20*2 x 
16*9 and 21*4x15 mm. 

Habits. The various races of Bed-vented Bulbuls are amongst 
the most common birds of India, sharing with the Myna, the Crow 
and the Kite an attachment to the vicinity of civilization and the 
haunts of man. They are not gregarious in the true sense of the 
word but they are so plentiful that in any spot which offers any 
inducements in the way of food large numbers may be seen feeding* 
together. They feed on almost any kind of fruit, seed or insect 
and are often most destructive, picking off oranges when about 
the size of a pill, destroying peas in the hill gardens and also 
pulling to pieces young shoot s and buds. They are rather quarrels 
some and extremely plucky and the natives in many parts of India 
keep them for fighting purposes and the males will sometimes 
fight to the death unless parted. Their voice cannot be called 
beautiful but many of the notes are pleasant and they are 
extremely cheerful birds, always in an optimistic frame of mind 
and any garden is the richer for their lively, restless presence 
and constant gay notes. Their flight is quick and strong. 
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(399) Molpastcs hasmorrhous pallidus. 

The Central Indian Red-vented Bulbul. 

Afolpastes hretnovvhous pallidus Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0*/ xxxvii. r 
p. 15 (1917) (Deesa). 

Vernacular names. Bulbul and Bulbuli (Hind.) ; Tonhi-BullmF 
(W ester 11 Bengal). 

Description. This bird only differs from typical hwmorrhovs in 
being paler both above and below and having much broader white 
or greyish-white edges to the feathers, these greatly increasing the 
general paleness of the whole piumage. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Much the same as in the Ceylon Red-vented 
Bulbul; wing about 87 to 97 mm. 

Distribution. Continental India roughly North of a line running 
from 18° on the East to about 20° on the West. It is found as 
far North ns Behar and Western Bengal on the East and through 
Bundelkhand and the Rewah States to the southern portions of 
Rajput ana, Catch and Kathiawar. 

Nidification in no way different to that of the last bird except 
that clutches of four eggs are not uncommon in the north-east of 
the range, whilst clutches of two are exceptional anywhere but in 
the south-west. Porfcy eggs average 22*3 x 16T mm., the extremes 
being practically the same as in the preceding subspecies. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(400) Molpastes hsemorrhous burmanicus.. 

The Burmese Red-vented Bulbul. 

Molpastes burmanicus Sharpe. Cat. B M., vi, p. 125 (1881)' (Pegu) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 2(39. 

Vernacular names. Popin-ni-ta, Bopin-ni (Burmese); Boh-ha- 
lone (Burmese for all Bulbuls), 

Description. Differs from the last two in having the ear-coverts 
glossy hair-brown. The black of the crown is sharply defined from 
the brown back as in these birds but the black below extends to 
well on to the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Those of the genus ; the legs are more 
completely black. 

Measurements. Wing about 91 to 106 nun. Birds from the 
extreme south average u little smaller than those from the north. 
Distribution. Manipur, Chin Hills, Arrakan South to Rangoon 
and East to the Sittang River. 

As Oates observes, it is not easy to define the limits of this race 
but no specimens ever occur North of the Brahmaputra. In 
vol. I. ~ 0 
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Manipur it may be said to be the constant form as it is in Lushai ; 
in the Eastern CVichar Hills birds are nearer this form than 
bengalensis but in Western Cachar and the Khasia Hills the Bengal 
bnal is the normal, one, though some few approach the Burmese 
birds. This is, however, only what we expect to find in geograph- 
mal races and on the dividing lines between all the races of ibis 

uitnii the birds inhabiting them will themselves be more or less 
j ntermediatc. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the birds already described hut 
the nest is often placed in bushes on the outskirts of forest and 
sometimes even inside light forest, bamboo-or scrub-jungle. It is 
not so persistent; an adherent to civilization and though it prefers 
the vicinity of towns and villages, will often be found in open 
country some distance from them. 100 eggs average 22*0 x 16*2 
mm. and the extremes are 23*8x16*7; 22*2x17*5 and 20 5 x 
15*5; 21*2x15*0 mm. 

In the northern portion of its habitat four is the normal clutch 
ior this bird, further south three only, whilst round about Rangoon 
it often lays but two. The breeding season lasts from April to 
•duly, earlier in the south, later still in the north. 


(401) Molpastes hsemorrhous nigripileus. 

Tjhje Tjsnassejiim: Bed-vented Bulbul. 

2 } i/cnonotu$ nigripHeus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 472 (1847) 
(Tenasserim). 

Molpastes nigripileus. Bianf. & Oates, i, p. 270. 

Vernacular names. Boh-lca-lone (Burmese). 

Colours of soft parts as usual. Legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing about 85 to 99 mm. 

Distribution. Burma, East of the Sit tang River, as far South as 
Tenasserim and North to Karenni. The range of this bird and 
that of the next has been very much confused. It appears that 
the whole of the South Burmese race East of the Sittang and 
J eninsular Siam must be placed under the name nigripileus. Oates 
in allowing two races to occur in the same area has been misled 
by the fact that hero and there among birds from North-East 
Tenasserim one meets with individuals which have rather liVht 
oar-coverts, thus showing some approach to the next race. 

Nidiiication. Barling found a nest of this bird containing three 
eggs on the 10t h March in Tenasserim. This is recorded as that 
of the Chinese Red-vented Bulbul. Nest and eggs are in no way 
distinguishable from those of others of the genus. The few 
I have seen average about 24*1 x 17*0 mm. but a larger senes 
would assuredly decrease these figures. 

Habits, This bird is said to be even more of a forest and jungle 
bird than the last, otherwise there is nothing to note about it. ° 
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(402) Molpastes hsemorrhous chrysorrhoides, * 

The Chinese Eeh-ve^ed Bulbul. 

Heernatomis chrysorrhoides Lafr., Bev. Zool.,j>. 307 (1845) (C hina). 

Molpastes aincap dhis. Blank eSc Oates, i, p. 0. 

Vernacular names. Kotor dor-mang (Tvachin) ; Ko-kai-kwun 
(Chinese). 

Description. This form is distinguished from nil others by its 
almost white ear-coverts ; the general plumage is paler and the 
black of the lower parts confined to the chin. The black of the 
crown is sharply defined from the rather pale brown hind neck and 
back. 

Colours of soft parts as usual. 

Measurements. Wing about 85 to 111 mm. Chinese birds vary 
between 90 and 111 ram. and two very doubtful birds from 
Tenasserim have wings of only 87 mm. 

Distribution. From the North of Karenni through the Kachin 
Hills, Shan Slates and Yunnan to South-West China. Birds from 
North and Central Siam are also of this race. Birds from South- 
West Siam and East Tenasserim are doubtfully referable to this 
race. 

Nidification. The nest and eggs are described as similar to these 
of the Bengal bird and a series of the latter obtained by Sfafi- 
Surgeou Jones at Hongkong might stand almost equally well for 
any of the other races. They average 21*8 X 16*7 mm.; the longest 
and shortest are 22*9xl7‘3 and 20 6x 16-4 mm.; the longest is 
also the broadest, and the most narrow is 21*5 x 161 mm. 

Staff-Burgeon Jones says that the eggs number from two to six 
in a clutch and that the nest is often placed in a fir-tree at a con¬ 
siderable height from the ground. 

Habits. The Chinese Bed-vented Bulbul is the same familar bird 
in China and the Burrno-Chinese countries that the Indian Eed- 
vented Bulbul is in India but over a great part of its range it is a 
bird of the semi-jungle and forest land as well as of villages and 
towns. Otherwise in all its habits it differs in no way from the 
other geographical races. 

(403) Molpastes haemorrhous bengalensis. 

The Bengal Eed-vented Bulbul, 

Molpastes benqalenm Blytli, J. A. S.B., xiv, p. 566 (1845) (Bengal); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 271. 

Vernacular names. Bulbul, Bidbulll (Hind.) ; Kala Bulbul 
(Beng.); Bulbul-sorai (Assam); Dao-bullip (Cachari) ; Inrui 
bullip (Naga); Paklom (Bhut.) ; Mandeph-jaho ( Lepcha). 

MuseieapaatncapiUa ofVieill., Nouv. Diet.d’Hist. Nat., xxi, p.489 (1818) 
is preoccupied by Linnt3, 1<68, and cannot be used. 
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Description. Differs frorii M. h. hcemorrhous in having the black 
of the head gradually shading into the blackish brown of the lower 
back and the lower breast. The eur-coverts are dark chocolate- 
brown and the whole plumage is much darker than in M. h, 
Ticemorrhous and a fortiori than that of M. h. poillidus. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or dark brown ; bill and legs 
black, the latter rarely with a brownish tinge. 

Measurements. This is the largest of the Indian races and larger 
than any of the other races except chn/sorrhoides. Wing 103 to 
111 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas and SubTIimalayan tend and ad¬ 
joining plains from Kumaon to East Assam ; Oudli, Northern 
Beh/ir; East Bengal from about Chota Nagpur; Khasia Hills and 
Naga Hills East to Lakhimpur; JST.W. Cacbar. In Manipur 
and it* East Cacbar the common type is burmanicus, though here, 
as one would expect, many birds are half-way between the two. 
In Central Cacbar the birds are quite intermediate but here anti 
there, even as far West as the Khasia Hills, birds of the Burmese 
type are not uncommon. 

Nidification. The Bengal Red-vented Bulbul breeds freely 
throughout its range from the level of the plains to at least 7,000 
feet. In the plains it begins in March and continues until May, 
many birds having a second brood after the rains break in June 
and July. In the hills May seems to be the great breeding month 
but. eggs have been taken in practically every month of the year. 
The nest is the usual cup-shaped affair made by all Bulbuls but is 
possibly rather bigger and bulkier than those made by its more 
southern cousins. It is placed in bushes or trees in gardens, 
roadsides, orchards etc. and also in the scrub round villages. In 
the Khasia and Cacbar Hills it also breeds in thin jungle and the 
extreme outskirts of forest. 

The normal full clutch is three or four eggs and rarely even live 
may be laid. Typically they are rather broad obtuse ovals but they 
vary considerably in shape. In colour again typical eggs are white 
to strong pink or lilac-pink profusely spotted, speckled and blotched 
with various shades of brown or reddish brown with sparser 
secondary markings of pale lavender and neutral tint. They, 
however, vary enormously and many eggs are extremely richly and 
handsomely marked, whilst others are not. 200 eggs average 
22*9 x 16*9 imn. and the extremes are 25*0x17*0; 24*0x17*5 
and 20 9x 17*5; 21*8x15*3 mm. 

Habits. The Bengal Bed-vented Bulbul is not gregarious in the 
true sense of the word but it is so common that it will be seen in 
numbers wherever the country is at all suitable and there is no 
garden of any size which does not have several resident pairs as well 
sis innumerable casual visitors. They are charming and sprightly 
birds in their ways and actions and most of their notes are Very 
pleasant. Like many other Bulbuls they are very pugnacious and 
during the breeding season no other Bulbul is allowed within the 
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immediate vicinity of the nest, though there may be nests of other 
genera within a vorv few feet of it. They get extniordiuan y 
tame and I have frequently had pairs of wild birds, with nests m 
my garden, who would take white ants from within a lew inches 
ot‘ iny fingers and who never thought of leaving their nests when 
I took tit-bits of food to them or their chicks. 

(404) Molpastes h&morrhous intermedins. 

The Punjab Bed-yen tejd Bulbul. 

Pifcnonotus intermedins Jerdon, It of I., ii, p. 05 (18U7) (Murree}, 
Molpastes intennedim. Blank & Gates, i, p. 272. 

Vernacular names. Kola pdinja (Cbaroba). 

Description. Only differs from tho last race in having the black 
of the head not extending to the back or upper breast. The ear- 
coverts are chocolate-brown as in the Bengal bird but the general 
appearance is decidedly paler. 

Measurements, W ing 92 to 105 mm. It is a decidedly smaller 
bird than Lengalensis, very lew birds having the wing as much as 
100 mm. 

Distribution. The lower ranges of the Himalayas from the 
extreme North-West to about Murree, the Simla, Hills, Kashmir 
and the North of the Punjab. Bird*; from Western Oudh and West 
Bengal are intermediate between this and the last race. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the last race but it lays three eggs 
more often than four and the eggs themselves do not seem to go 
through nearly as wide a variation. The birds breed from May to 
July at all heights up to about 5,000 feet or higher. Forty eggs 
average 22*2 x 16*3 mm. 

Habits similar to those of M, h. bengctlensis . 

(405) Molpastes leucogenys leucogenys. 

The W kite-cheeked Bulbul. 

Brachypus leucogenys Gray, Hardw. III. Ind, Zool., ii, p. 55 (1830) 
(Darjiling). , 

Molpastes leucogenys. Blank & Oates, i, p. l72. 

Vernacular names. Manglio-kur or ManhlijpMcur (Lepeha); 
Xundghara (Beng.); Painju (Chamba). 

Description. Forehead and crest hair-brown, each feather 
narrowly edged with greyish white; lores black, with a white line 
above them ; cheeks, round the eye, chin and throat black ; ear- 
coverts white, with a black patch behind them and another patch 
below them striped white and brown; upper plumage olive-brown, 
the hinder part and sides of the neck barred with blackish, and 
the centres of the feathers brown; wings brown, the leathers 
edged with olive-brown ; tail brown on the basal half, black on the 
terminal half and all the feathers except the two middle ones tipped 



with white; lower plumage pale earthy-brown, whitish on the ab¬ 
domen ; lower tail-coverts bright sulphur-yellow; edge of wing white. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel ; bill black ; legs and 
feet brown to blackish brown, occasionally with a plumbeous shade. 

Measurements. Length about 200 mm.; wing 80 to 93mm.; tail 
about85mm.* tarsus about 20 mm.; cnlmen about 14 to 16 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan and the extreme 
North-WeBt to Bhutan and the bills of Assam, North of the 
Brahmaputra as far East as the Dihang Ki\er, whence 1 have had 
specimens sent me for identification. 

Nidification. The White-cheeked Bulbul breeds from May to 
July at all heights from 2,500 to 7,000 feet, making a nest very 
similar to that of the lied-vented birds but generally less solid and 
well-built and decidedly smaller. It is made of the usual materials, 
grass, leaves, fine twigs and stems of plants mixed with odd scraps 
ok moss, lichen and roots and lined either with line roots or grass. 
It is placed low down in a bush or small tree, seldom more than 
5 or 0 feet above the ground and sometimes within a foot of 
it. The site selected may be either in a garden or a compound or 
in light jungle and low scrub. 

The eggs are similar to those of the lust- species but, perhaps, 
average longer in shape and duller in tint and markings. 100 
average 21*i>xl(>*l mm. and the extremes in length and breadth 
are 24*0 x 10*8, 24*0 x 18*0 and 19*0 x 15*2 mm. The full clutch 
is either three or four eggs, more often the former. 

Habits. Though found constantly wherever there are villages 
and cultivation, this Bulbul is occasionally found haunting nullahs 
and ravines which are comparatively well-wooded. This is 
especially the case rotinjd about Mussoorie. It is found at all 
heights from 2,500 up to 7,500 feet and even higher than this 
near Simla, where Mr. P. Dodsworth took many nests. 



Fig. 78.— Head of M. 1. leucotis. 


(40(>) Molpastes leucogenys leucotis. 

Tub AViiite-eared .Bulbul. 

Lros leucotis Gould, P. Z. S., 1836, p. 6 (India orientali) (restricted 
to Punjab). 

Molpastes leucotis. Blank & Oates, i, p. 273. 

Vernacular names. Kanydharct (Beng.); Kushandra or Kun- 
jjhanbra (Punjab) ; Bhooroo (Sind). 
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SPI2IXUS C. CANlPONS. 
The Finch - billed Bulbul 
3/ 3 life size. 
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This bird is a black-lidded erestless form of the last bird ; the 
general colour above is ak> decidedly paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Ir* brown; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Just abou the same size as the White-cheeked 
Bulbul, the wing running froitgg to 93 nun.; the bill, however, is 
much smaller than in either tilt preceding or the following bird, 
measuring only about 12 to 13 ii%. Ju shape it is rather stout 
and blunt instead of slender as n hucogenys or very stout and 
heavy as in humii. 

Distribution. Sind; Cuteh; Guz.rafc; Raj pu tana; Punjab; 
the N.W.. • Provinces South to Etawa and Central India as far 
East as Jbansi, Saugor and Hoshangabd. 

Nidification. This differs in no wav ;- 0 m that of the White- 
cheeked Bulbul but the eggs average about 21*0 x 15’9 lmn. 

Habits. This bird is merely a plains lorn of M. 1. leucogenifSy 
which is a hill Bulbul. It is also more Exclusively a bird of 
civilization, breeding round about villages, gardens and orchards 
arid frequenting lightly-wooded and cultivated country rather 
than those parts where the woods are at all extensive. 


(407) Molpastes leucogenys humii. 

Hume’s White-eahed Bulbul. 

Molpastes humii Oates, Fauna B.L, Birds, i, p. 274(Jahdpur,Jhe\um). 

Vernacular names. Not distinguished from the last. 

Description. Differs from the White-eared Bulbul in having a 
short, full crest and in having both forehead and crest practically 
black, with only very faint pale edgings. There is no white 
eyebrow; the upper plumage is a grey-brown, with no trace of 
the olive tinge so often present in M. 1. lencogenys. 

Colours of soft parts as in lencogenys but the bill is always 
deep black. 

Measurements as in the other races bub the culmen measures 
about 15 mm. and is blunt and very stout and heavy. The wing 
varies from 82 to 93 mm. 

Distribution. Oates named this bird from a specimen in the 
British Museum series which he said differed from all the rest, 
but a more careful examination shows that in this series there are 
about twenty other specimens in every respect identical with the 
type. These birds are all from a small area in the country round 
Jhelum, Attack, Ban nil and Kohat, on the extreme N.W. Frontier. 

Nidiiication. Similar to that of the other subspecies. 

Habits. This appears to be a bird of the lower hills of the 
Frontier intermediate between the range of M. L leucogenys 
cm the higher hills and if. 1 . leucotis in the better-wooded plains. 
It is a resident bird, of course, frequenting and breeding in 
the gardens and in the scanty vegetation and hedges round about 
cultivated areas. 
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Genus XANTHIXtJS Oat^ 

This genus was created by Oates for 4»e reception of Xantkivus 
tflavescewSi a species differing from all4 s nearest allies in having 
the tail-feathers strongly graduated, I'h® outermost tail-feather 
falls short of the longest by a di'tunee equal in length to the 
tarsus; the crest resembles that o f Hmnxus flavctin and the wing 
that of Alai pittites. 

There is only one species, whi-b I divided into two races in 1917, 
•one of which was again reminvd by Ivloss in 1919 on the grounds 
that I had renamed the orighal race from Arrakan instead of the 
new race. I have again compared the fine series in the British 
Museum and find that vj original distribution is quite correct. 
Kloss’e nnmo tiordidus therefore becomes a synonym of my vivid us. 
The types of Jlave scent fbcr>m Arrakan, which are in the Indian 
Museum and were inspected by Kloss, are probably discoloured 
by age, ns fresh spec^nens from Arrakan and the Chin Hills show 
beyond all doubt tbit they belong to the same form a a that from 
Assam and not U the more yellow form from Eastern Burma. 

Kloss’s birds from Annam may quite possibly be yet another 
form, though £ cannot distinguish any differences, in which case 
they would retain the name sordidus. 


Xanthixus flavesceiis. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A . Below pal or, grey o f abdomen slightly suffitsed 

with yellow not extending to breast . 

P>. Below darker on breast and flanks and yellow 

extending to breast or even to throat X.Jl. rkidus t p. 898, 


[cam, p. 892, 
X. Jlaveseens Jlaves- 


(408) Xanthixus flavescens iiavescens. 

Blyth’s Bulbul. 

.Pi/cnonotusjtave&eens Blyth, J. A. S. B.yxiv, p. 508(1845) (Arrakan). 

Xanthixus 'jlavescens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 275, 

Vernacular names. Dao hulip-guri'mo (Caehari). 

Description. Forehead and crown dark brown, the feathers of 
the front half of the crown edged with grey, t hose of the hinder 
half with olive-green; upper plumage olive-brown tinged with 
flavescent on the rump r wings olive-brown ; edges of quill-feathers 
olive-green ; tail olive-brown, shafts rather darker brown, the three 
outer pairs of tail-feathers faintly tipped with yellowish white; 
lores black ; a short supemlium from base of upper inaudible 
yellowish white ; c-heeks and ear-coverts greenish givv ; chin pale 
grey; throat, breast and flanks grey, slightly suffused with yellow 
on the lower breast; abdomen dull yellowish; vent and under 
tail-coverts bright yellow ; edge of wing and under wing-coverts 
fulvous yellow. 

Dolours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet black. 
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Measurements. Total length about 205 mm.; wing 81 to 
87 mm.; tail about 100 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen 
about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South oi tlie Brahmaputra as far East as 
the INfaga Hills, Manipur, Ltishai, Chin Hills and Arrakan. 

Nidiftcatiori. In Assam and the Chin Hills Blyth’s Bulbul 
breeds between. 3,500 and 7,000 feet in April, May and dune, 
but nests and birds sent me from the Arrakan Yomas were taken 
at about 3,000 feet in February and March. 

They are forest birds, their nests being generally placed in 
quite low bushes and carefully concealed and as the bird slips out 
very silently when disturbed, the nests are hard to find. In 
shape they are shallow cups very neatly made of grass, fine twigs, 
weed stems, an odd leaf, scraps of moss or lichen and a lew 
coarse roots. The lining is nearly always the flowering end of a 
coarse grass, bright tan in colour. The bush selected is always 
one in forest or thick scrub, the rare exceptions being in mixed 
scrub- and bamboo-jungle. 

They lay either two or three eggs, most often the former. 
These are typical Bulbul's eggs but very finely freckled or stippled 
instead of blotched, and, whilst the markings are generally 
very profuse everywhere, they are often much paler and 
pinker than they are in Molpastes, There are sometimes about 
the larger end a few short lines of darker reddish brown or 
purplish black. In shape they are long, rather blunt ovals 
with fragile, glossless shells. 100 eggs average 23*8 x 16*4 mm., 
the greatest and least lengths being 26 8 X 17*4 and 18*7 X 
15*2 mm. and the broadest and most narrow 26*8x17*4 and 
21*8 x 15 0 mm. 7’espectively. 

Habits. Blyth’s Bulbul may rarely be found in valleys of the 
higher ranges as low down as 1,500 feet but normally they are 
birds of the higher hills between 3,500 and 7,500 feet. In 
winter they frequent more open country, such as patches of 
cultivation, light forest, bamboo- and scrub-jungle round cultiva¬ 
tion, open glades and light forest near streams and tracks but in 
the breeding season they retire to the deeper forests, I hoy may 
be found in Hocks of anything from half-a-dozen to over thirty and 
resent other birds feeding with or near them, often quarrelling 
even amongst themselves over food and other matters of interest. 
They are not noisy birds and seem to have no song, most of their 
conversational notes being much like those of the last genus. 
They feed on both insects and fruit and frequent bushes, low 
trees and high trees alike in their quest for them. 

(409) Xanthixus flavescens vividus. 

Tub Muleyit Bulbul. 

JCanthixm flavescens vividus (misprint vivida) Stuart Baker, Bull. 

B. O. 0., xxxviii, p. 10 (1017) (Muleyit Mi). 

Vernacular names. Cheng-ma-kator (Kachin). 


<SL 
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Description. Differs from the last bird in being darker, especi¬ 
ally in the grey of the breast and the yellow, which is confined to 
the lower breast in flavescens, extends well on to the upper breast 
and even to the throat. In tint also, perhaps in contrast with 
the darker grey, it is brighter and more vivid. 

Colours of soft parts. The legs are more tinged with brown 
than in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing measurements 80 to 89 mm. (79 Kloss, 

Ann a in). 

Distribution. .Kachin Hills, Shun States, Karenni and S.fi. 

Burma into the Malay States. 

Nidification differs in no way from that of the last bird. In 
the Kachin Hills it breeds between 4,000 and 6,000 feet in 
forests, generally on the outskirts. Ten eggs measure about 
28; 1 x 16 0 mm. Hopwood and Grant took its eggs in March, 

April and May. 

Habits. Those of the last bird. 

Genus 0T0C0MPSA Cabanis, 1851. 

The Bulbuls of this genus are very close indeed to Molpastes 
but the feathers forming the crest spring from the centre of the 
crown, the feathers of the hind crown being short and of the usual 
character. In our Indian forms the crest is very long but in the 
Burmese forms less conspicuously so and in O.flaviventris johnstoni 
from East Siam it is quite short. 

From the next genus, Pinarociclila , it is easily distinguished by 
its soft plumage on the lower back and rump. 

Key to Species and Subspecies. 

A. Upper plumage brown, no green or yellow 

in plumage. . 

a. Upper plumage ft rich ruddy-brown .... O. emeria emeria , p. o.)4. 

0. Upper plumage dull brown. 

a’. Tail-feathers with no white tips- O. e . fuscicaudata , p. 396. 

Tail-feathers with white tips . O. e. peyuensts, p. 396. 

IT Plumage nearly all green and yellow except 

head. ^ . [P* 

c. Larger, wing average about 85 mm. O.jflaviuentnsJlavivcntris t 

d. Smaller, wing average about 81 nun. O.fl. minor , p. 398. 

(410) Otocompsa emeria emeria. 

The Bengal Bed-whisiceiubb Bulbul. 

Lanins emeria Linn., S. 2C, i» p. 137 (1766) (Bengal). 

Otocompsa emeria. Blank & Oates*, i, p. 276. 

Vernacular names. Kanura Bulbul (Hind.); Kara Bulbul and 
Sipahi Bulbul (Beng.) j Dao-hullipgajao-bi (Oaclmri); Lirui hullip- 
(jaherba (Kacha Naga) ; Boh-ka-lone (Burmese). Ko-hd-lcumn 
(Chinese). 
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Description. Forehead, crown and lores black ; hinder parts of 
cheeks and ear-coverts white surrounded with black; a tiitt 
of crimson-scarlet, feathers under the eye and extending over the 
lower ear-coverts; whole upper plumage, wings and tail rutinv- 
browu, the feathers of the wing margined paler and the tail 
having all but the central, or two central, pairs tipped with iulvous- 
white, purest on the outermost feathers; lower plumage white, 
pure on the chin and throat and suffused with fulvous-brown on 
the flanks and thighs ; a broad band across the breast dark brown, 
more or less broken in the cent re ; under tail-coverts crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown or crimson-brown ; 
bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 88 <» 
95 mm.; tail 80 to 85 mm.; tarsus about 20 mtn.; cultneu about 

14 nun. 

The nestling has no red ear-tufts and the under tail-coverts 

are pink. r 

Distribution. Himalayas, Simla to East Assam, North am 
South of the Brahmaputra, Bengal, Oudh, North of Orissa ; ^or » 
Chiu and Kuchin Hills, North Yunnan. The birds from China 
are very doubtfully separable but if separated would he known 
as 0. enieria jocosa. 

Nidification. This Bulbul breeds from early March to late 
September but most birds build in April, May and dune. they 
are found during the breeding season from the level of the plains 
up to at least 7,000 feet, perhaps up to 8,000. They make a com¬ 
pact, cup-shaped nest of twigs, roots, bents, leaves and grasses, 
lined with fine roots or grasses. Generally it is placed on low 
shrubs but sometimes in small trees, cactus hedges or trellises ot 
verandahs. I once found a nest in a grass field quite on the 
ground amongst the roots of the grass. They are birds ct civiliza¬ 
tion, selecting gardens and cultivation for their abodes and even 
when they breed away from human haunts they select the thinnest 
scrub or fringes of heavier forest. Their eggs number three or lour 
and are like those of the genus Molpastes but rather less variable. 
••>00 e»gs average 22-2 x 16'2 mm., the extremes being 241 x 
16-0, Ho x 17*1,19 0 X 16 0 and 21*1 X 13 0 mm. 

Habits The Bed-whiskered Bulbul is just as familiar and 
friendly a little bird as his Bed-vented cousin and is even more 
cheerful and lively in his actions. They are less quarrelsome 
than the birds of the previous genus but are equally good fighteis 
when roused, the males fighting fiercely in the breeding season n 
their special ground is invaded. Their notes are much the same 
as those of Molpast.es but much more musical, they fl| well, 
though at no great rate. Their diet is both insectivorous and 
vegetarian and they can do a good deal of mischief in mut and 
vegetable gardens, destroying oranges, plums etc. when only just 
formed and raspberries, strawberries etc. when ripe. 
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(411) Otocompsa emeria fuscicaudata. 

The Southern Eed-whiskered Bulbul, 

Otocompsa fuscicaudata Gould, P. Z. S., I860, p. 664 (Madras): 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 277. 

Yernacular names. Phari-bulbul (Hind.); Turalca piyii-jdtta 
(Tel.); Konda-Kloti-liurari (Travailcore). 

Description. Differs from the Bengal bird in being much duller 
brown above, in having the necklace complete on the breast or 
only very slightly interrupted and in having no white tips to the 
tail-feathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. A rather smaller bird than the northern; wing 
83 to 90 nun. and other measurements in proportion. 

Distribution. South India, meeting the last form in South 
Orissa and Western Bengal; the whole of the Western Ghats to 
Eujpufcana and in Central India to the Central Provinces and 
Be bar. 

Nidification. Similar to that of 0. e. emeria blit it lays only 
two or three eggs in a clutch and more often two than three. 
Fifty eggs average 22*3 x 10*1 mm. and the extremes are 24*6 x 
1(3*4, 22*6 x 18*0 and 19*9 x 15*0 mm. They are like those of the 
last bird, but >ary even less than they do. The breeding season is 
chiefly in March and April but many nests may be found from 
February to August and odd ones in almost any month, of the 
year. They breed up to at least 7,000 feet and are more entirely 
restricted to gardens and cultivation than the Bengal bird. They 
are extremely confiding and frequently breed in creepers 011 
verandahs and house walls. 

Habits. The Southern Eed-whiskered Bulbul is in the South 
the same as its Bengal cousin is in the North* 'Cheerful, energetic, 
confiding and ubiquitous, it is almost as common as the Sparrow 
at home in England and infinitely more pleasing. 


(412) Otocompsa emeria peguensis, subsp. nov. 

The Burmese Eei>-whiskered Bulbul. 

Yernacular names. 'Boh-ka-lone (Burmese). 

Description. Similar to the Southern Eed-whiskered Bulbul 
but with broad fulvous-white tips to the tail-feathers as in emeria . 
In 0. e. fuscicaudata the brown of the back is perhaps not quite 
so dull as it is in this form, a faint tinge of ochre-red showing 
in some lights. 

Colours of soft parts Iris hazel; legs, feet and bill black. 

Measurements. This is the smallest of the three races; wing 
75 to 85 nun., in 0116 case 88 mm.; tail 77 to 81 mm. 
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Distribution. South Chin Hills and South Kuchin Hills to 
Tenasserim, Arrakan and the whole of the Central Hills of 
Burma, Siam and Shan States. Andamans and Nicobavs. 

Tills form is another of the interesting eases in which birds 
from the two extremities of a range are nearer than they are to 
those in the centre. In India we have a horseshoe of which 
Assam and the Chin Hills may be said fro form the centre, whilst 
Ceylon and the Malay Peninsula form the two extremities. 
Evolution has evidently gone on on similar lines with very similar 
results in the two latter places, though we need not infer from 
this that these extremities were ever linked together. 

Nidification. Though there is little on record in regard to 
this form, its nests' and eggs, habits of breeding, etc. seem to 
differ in no way from those of the .Indian birds. In the South 
it lays two or three eggs, in fciiedNorth three and more rarely four. 
A large series sent me by one of my collectors from Pegu 
are exactly like a series from Madras and measure on an average 
for forty eggs 200 X 15*9 mm. 

The breeding season seems to be .February to April but doubt¬ 
less extends over a much longer period than this. 

Habits. Takes the place in Burmese gardens, villages and 
towns of 0. e. emeria in JNorthern India etc. and of the Madras 
bird in Southern India. It is not found in forest or any kind of 
heavy jungle. 

(413) Otocompsa flaviventris flaviventris. 

TlUS BXiACK-CliESTISJD YjELLOW BuXBUL, 

Vanya Jlavioentris Tick., J. A. 8. B., ii, p. 573 (1833) (Dbolblium). 

O to con ipsufht in van h 'is. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 278. 

Vernacular names. Pahariya /cant/dhara (Q-orakpur); Uandiph- 
Imr (Lepcha); Hay rani Dao-bidlp (Cachari). 

Description. Head, with long crest, chin and throat glossy 
black; upper plumage and wing-coverts ollve-yehow, brighter on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts; quill-feathers of wing brown, 
primaries and outer secondaries edged with olive-yellow and inner 
secondaries with all, or nearly ail, the uuter webs of this colour; 
tail brown, the feathers edged with olive-yellow for nine-tenths 
of their length ; whole plumage below and sides of neck bright 
King’s yellow. 

Colours of soft parts, Hides bright pale yellow; bill dark 
horny, culmen and tip almost black and the gape dull yellowish : 
legs brown or grey-brown. 

Measurements. Total length 180 to 190 mm.; wing 78 ($ ) 
to 90 (<$) mm.; tail about 81 mm.; tarsus about 16* mm.; 
culmen about 13 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to East 
Assam ; the forests of the Central Provinces ; Orissa, South of the 
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Malmnadi, Eastern Bengal, hills and plains South of the Brahma 
p ultra, Burma, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan; In Peninsular Siam 
4 ind Burma it is replaced by the next form. 

Nidificatioii. This Yellow Bulbul makes a nest much like that 
of the two genera last described, but deeper and better built and 
nearly always made of tan-eoloured materials amongst which 
dead leaves are always prominent. The lining is of tine grass- 
stems, occasionally of lino moss roots or similar material, whilst 
one nest was lined with mitlma (Bos frontalis) hair. They breed 
most numerously in May and June but eggs are laid almost any time 
between early March and late August or even early September. 
The full clutch numbers two to four and the eggs differ from 
those of the other species of Otocompsa in being more profusely 
stippled and speckled all over with very fine markings varying in 
colour from reddish- or creamy-pink to deep purple-red or red- 
brown. 100 eggs average 22*3x16*5 mm. and vary in length 
between 24*2x16*4 and 20*5x16*8 mm* and in breadth between 
21*9 x 17'2 and 23*1 x 15*3 mm. 

Habits. In its actions, flight and food this bird is a true 
Otocompsa but it is often found in light scrub- and bamboo-jungle 
and sometimes on the outskirts of deep forest. In Assam it 
frequents the vicinity of the hill villages, cover of any kind in and 
around patches of cultivation and open places near roads and 
streams. It collects in the cold weather in flocks of half-a-dozen 
to a score ot* more individuals and frequents indifferently scrub, 
bushes, bamboos and high trees. They eat hot!) insects and fruit 
and I have seen them on the ground eating wild strawberries and 
also feeding on termites as they came up from the ground. They 
are, for Bulbuls, not noisy birds and their song, which may be 
written “ weet-tre-trippy-wit,’* with the last three syllables 
repeated twice or more, forms a rather sweet though jerky little 
son". They are found commonly up to 3,500 feet and rarely up 
to 5,000. 

(414) Otocompsa flaviventris minor. 

Kloss’s Black-headed Yellow Bulbul. 

Otocompsa, flaviventris minor Kloss, Ibis, 1918, p. -00 (Koh Lak, 
S.W. Siam). 

Description. “ Smaller than 0. fl. flaviventris (Tiekell) of Chota 
Nagpur; wing 83 mm. or less ” (Kloss). ♦ 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam and throughout the 
Malay Peninsula. 

It is only after some hesitation that i have accepted this form. 
It certainly averages smaller, but the'smallest Malay bird and the 
smallest bird from Assam both have a wiug of 77 mm. On the 
.other hand, Kloss’s minor seems also to be a trifle darker and to 
have a decidedly shorter crest. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Genus PINABOCICHLA Sharpe, 1881, 

This genus contains a single species very closely allied to 
Otocompsa but different in having the feathers of the back and 
rump with rigid and spinous shafts. If the fingers are passed 
along the back from the tail towards the head, the prickly character 
of Hie feathers can easily be felt* 

The,crest of Pinarocichla is shorter than it is in our Indian 
species of Otecompsa but not shorter than in the Siamese 
Otocompsa flaviventris johnsoni and very little shorter than in 
0. jl. minor. 

(415) Pinarocichla eutilota. 

The Chested Shown Bi lbul. 

Brachypm eutilotus Jard. k Selby, 111. Orn., iv, pi. ii (1836) 
(Singapore). 

Pinzrocichla euptilosa. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 279. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown greyish brown, with blackish shaft-stripes; 
lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of neck paler, without stripes; 
back, rump and scapulars oclmieeous olive, the feathers of the 



Fig. 79. --Head of P. eutilota. 

rump banded with black showing up in places as black patches; 
upper tail-coverts and tail ferruginous, the outer three pairs of 
tail-feathers tipped with white; wing-ooverts and inner secondaries 
brighter and more ochraceous than the back; primaries and outer 
secondaries dark brown, the outer webs ochraceous ; the whole 
lower plumage whitish, suffused with grey on the breast and with 
yellow elsewhere. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson in the male, wood-brown to 
litharge-red in the female; bill black; legs and feet dark grey- or 
plumbeous-brown to black (Hume Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 225 to 230 nun.; wing 84 
to 99 nun.; tail about 95 mm.; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm.; 
culmen about 13Dim. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam to Sumatra, Java and 
Borneo. 

Hidification. Unknown. 
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Habits. According to Davison this is a bird of open or culti¬ 
vated country. Its habits are like those of the genus Otocornpsa , 
its note is whistled “kick pettigrew *’ and its food consists princi¬ 
pally of small berries but also to some extent of insects. 

Genus SPIZIXUS Blyth, 1845. 

The genus Spizwtis contains species and subspecies ranging 
from Assam to China. They differ from all other Bulbuls in then 
very curious Tfmch-like bill and in having the nostrils paitially 
concealed by overhanging plumelets. 

It is a typical Bulbul in habits, liidification and voice and does 
not seem to have any connexion with the Sibiince as suggested by 
Oates. 



Fig, 80 .—Head of & c. canifrons. 

In Snrhvus the crest is thick and long but not much pointed. 
The bill is very short and deep, the culmen being gently curved 
throughout; the edges of the mandibles are slightly smuated and 
notched near the tips. The tail is perfectly square and the tarsus 

The crest as show'll in the woodcut is too bushy and not 
sufficiently pointed. 

( 416 ) Spizixus canifrons canifrons. 

The FitfCH-BiLiiED Bulbul. 

Spizivos canifront Blyth, J.A. S. B, xiv, p. 671 (1846) (Kbasia 
Hills) ! Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 280. 

Vernacular names. Kator-sit( Ktiehm); DaobuUp-huku{ Caehari). 

Description. Forehead running up in a point into the crown, 
crrev • lores chin and cheeks mixed grey and black ; crown and 
round the eye black ; ear-coverts grey, tinged with hair-brown on 
!he miner parts; nape and sides of neck grey; chin dark-brownish 
t r ev ■ whole upper plumage bright-green tinged with olive, lightest 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts, darkest on the scapulars and 
noner back ; wing-coverts the same, tinged with brown on the 
iimer webs of the greater coverts: primaries and outer secondaries 
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brown on t-ho innet webs green on the outer, the inner secondaries 
green on both webs but more or less tinged with brown on the 
inner ; tail yellowish green, with an inch-wide band of dark brown 
noar the tips; lower plumage dull greenish yellow, brightening to 
yellow on the belly and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to pure vandvke-brown ; 
bill very pale straw-white or ivory-white; legs and feet dull deep 
flesh-colour to grey-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 210 mm,; wing /0 to 
89 nun,: tail about 90 ipm. $ tarsus about 18 to 19 mm.; culmen 
about 13 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Arrakan. Ohm 
and Kachin Hills to Yunnan. 

Eothschild (Nov. Zool, xxvii, p. 50, 1921) points out quite 
correctly that Bangs and Phillips’s /S'. c. inyrami is merely the 
immature S. e. cinifrons which has the throat grey instead ot 
brown and the under parts rather dull olive-green instead ot 
greenish yellow, 

Nidification. The Finch-billed Bulbul breeds from the end ot 
April to the end of July from about 3,500 feet up to the highest 
peaks in the North Cachar, Khasia and Naga Hills and up to 
6,000 or even 7,000 feet in the Jvachin and Yunnan Hills, the 
nest can be told at a glance from any other Bulbul’s nest, for it is 
made entirely of tendrils, some stout, some fine and rarely they may 
be mixed with a few tiny twigs or scraps of bracken, but these 
are so scanty that they are not noticeable. The lining, as a rule, 
consists merely of tendrils liner than the rest hut I have seen 
scraps of dried bracken also used for this purpose, lhe internal 
shallow cup measures something under 3 inches (7o mm.) in 
diameter by under 1 inch (25 mm.) deep but the outer measure¬ 
ments are difficult to ascertain as the ends of the tendrils stick 
out i n all directions. The nests are extremely well put together and 
stand very rough handling. The site selected is usually m a tall, 
scraggy bush or a small sapling, some 5 to 10 feet from the 
ground, standing in dense evergreen forests or m thick scrub- 

The eggs number two or three only, four being quite excep¬ 
tional, and are like very large examples of those ot Xanthixus 
flavescens. The ground-colour is anything from the palest pink 
to a rather deep brick-red pink but they are so completely covered 
with innumerable freckles and tiny blotches of light red, deep red 
or dark brownish red, that little of the ground-colour is visible. 
Many eggs, indeed, look almost unicoloured at a short distance. 
In shape they are long, blunt ovals and the texture is fine, 
practically glossless and veiy fragile. 100 eggs average -5-7 x 
17*6 mm.; the greatest length and breadth 28 1x18 0 and 
26-0 x 19 3 mm. and the least each way 24‘0 x 16'i mm. 

Habits. The Finch-billed Bulbul is a bird of fairly high 
altitudes and is not found below 3,000 feet even in the cold 
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season, whilst in the breeding season it keeps to heights between 
4$00 and 7,000 feet. They collect in flocks of a dozen or more 
individuals in winter, feeding both on the higher trees and in the 
bashes and undergrowth. Their food consists of insects of alt 
kinds, but largely small beetles, seeds and some soft fruits such as 
the various Fid. In the stomachs of some specimens killed in 
?s r . Cachar were numerous tiny fragments of quartz. In the 
breeding season they seem to desert the higher trees and to keep 
to the lower jungle.* Their notes are those of the family but lull, 
soft and sweet and easily distinguishable from those of their 
nearest relations. They fly well but are not very active or quick 
on their feet. 


Genus TRACHYC0MUS Cabanis, 1851. 


This genus is represented by a single species of large size, 
striated plumage and peculiar structure. It has no crest but the 
crown is covered with dense, bristly, decomposed feathers of a 
yellow colour. The tarsus is remarkably strong, with a few 
scutellations in front and sometimes quite smooth. The bill is 
short, being about half the length of the head, the rictal bristles 
are strong and the nuchal hairs short. The wing is comparatively 
idiort and rounded aud the tail-feathers well graduated. 

The peculiar structure of the feathers of the crown and its large 
size will suffice to separate this Bulbul from all others. 



Fig* 8!*—Head of T, ochroc&phalus, 

(417) Trachyeomus ockrocephalus. 

Tub Yellow-crowded Bulbul. 

Turdus oeroecphalm Gtael., S.jST., i, p.821 (1788) (Cevlonand Java). 

Trachyeomus ochrocephalus . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 281. 

Vernacular names. Burong-barian-baran (Malay). 

Description. Forehead, crown, a patch under the eye, branching 
out into two streaks, one extending partially over the ear-coverts 
and one under, straw-yellow; ear-coverts brown with white 
shafts; lores and cheeks black, divided by a yellowish streak ; 
upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts ashy-brown dashed with 
green, all the feathers, except those of the rump, with conspicuous 
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•white shafts; the upper tail-coverts are margined with olive- 
green; greater coverts, wings and tail dark brown; the wing- 
quills edged with olive-green, the tail-feathers edged with greenish 
and tipped below with pale ochraceous; chin and throat white ; 
breast and sides of the neck ashy-brown, with white shaft-streaks ; 
sides of the body brown, with fainter shaft-streaks; abdomen and 
vent brownish white; thighs and under tail-coverts ochraceous; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries ochraceous brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet dark horny-brown or 
black ; bill black ; iris pale or litharge-red {Hume 4' Davison). 

Measurements. Total length 265 to 275 mm.; wing 115 to 
123 mm.; tail about 95 to 100 mm.; tarsus about 25 to 28 mm,; 
•culineu about 18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam throughout the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra, Java and Borneo. This bird does not 
•occur in Ceylon and its typical locality must therefore bo restricted 
to Java (Stuart Baker, Journal B. N. H. S., xxvii, p. 470, 1921). 

Nidiflcation. Mr. J. Darling took the nest of this Bulbul at 
Kossuth on the 2nd July. In appearance it was “ of the 
ordinary Bulbul type but much bigger.’' It was made of fern, 
grass and moss roots and a long piece of a trailing orchid, about 
•3 feet long, wound round and round. It- was placed in a high 
bush, 10 feet from the ground and in a very*exposed position. 
The eggs, two in number, are much like those of Mieroseelis and 
measure about 26*0 x 18 5 mm. 

Habits. This Bulbul is a bird of the plains, being found in open 
country and not in forest or heavy jungle. Davison records that 
it is found in small parties of four or five to eight or nine birds. 
u It is very garrulous and keeps up a continuous chatter but it 
also has a song which is particularly rich and powerful.” In 
Mergui he found the Yellow-crowned Bulbul frequenting gardens. 
Its Food consists of berries and insects afid it may often be seen 
hopping about on the ground in search of the latter. 

Genus IDLE Blyth, 1844. 

The genus lole is not marked by any very striking characteristic 
beyond the sharp carination of the upper mandible. In many 
respects it is intermediate between Bermans and Pt/cnonotus but 
•differs from both in the point above noted. 

In lole the feathers of the crown are slightly lengthened but 
they do not form a crest. The bill is about three-quarters the 
length of the head o,ud when viewed laterally is of much the same 
shape as that of Hemlvus (fig. 75, p. 375). The nuchal hairs 
are short. In lole there are generally numerous hairs springing 
from the back but in lole nicobariensis these liairs are very incon¬ 
spicuous and on this account Blyth proposed the generic name 
Ivocincla for this species, and if it is retained the specific name 
would then be vircscens Blyth, If, however, a careful examination 
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is made these hairs will be found, though they are short and not 
numerous. Although, therefore, somewhat aberrant, 1 retain it 
in the genus lole. Sharpe retained the name Ixocincld for the 
other species of lole and placed Lvocincla virescem of Blyth in the 
genus ffyp$ipetes ( Microscelis ) but in making both these changes 
he was, of course, quite incorrect. 

Key to Species . 

A. Lower plumage streaked.- lole mataceensis , p. 404. 

B. Lower plumage not streaked, 

a. Grown and upper plumage uniform in 
colour. 

a\ Entire lower plumage bright yellow. lole iderica , p. 4 05. 

b\ Lower plumage dull yellow. . .. lole olivacea , p. 406. 

J b. Crown distinctly darker and browner t 

than the back. lole nicobarmms, p. 408. 

(418) lole malacceiisis malaccensis. 

The Stiusaked Bulbul, 

Hymipetet malaccensis Blyth, T. A. S. B. r xvi, p. 5/4 (1845) 
(Malacca). 

lole malaccensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 283, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, with lesser wing-covert s, brownish 
green; greater coverts, wings and tail dark brown, the feathers 
edged "with the colour of the back; ear-coverts brownish green 
with pale shafts; lores ashy-grey; cheeks, chin, throat, breast 
and sides of the body ashy with broad greyish-white shaft-streaks, 
fainter on the last-named; abdomen, vent ai:d under tail-coverts 
white; under wing-coverts and auxiliaries pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet pinkish brown to reddish 
brown; bill horny-brownor very dark horny-brown ; iris mahogany- 
brown to litharge-red (Hume # Davison ). 

Measurements. Length about 230 mm.; wing 109 to 115 mm.; 
tail about 90 to 95 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen about 
18 to 20 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam and Malay Peninsula. 

Birds from Cochin China seem identical, whilst those from the 
Southern Islands are perhaps separable. 

Nidification. Eggs and nest obtained by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow 
on the 17th June were like those pf the next bird. The nest is a 
small cradle of twigs, leaves and grasses bound by cobwebs to, 
and interlaced around the twigs of a small forked branch of a bush. 

The two eggs are white with innumerable freckles of light yellowish- 
and oinkish-red and measure 23*1 x 10*9 and 22*1 x 16*5 mm. 

Habits. Beyond Davison’s remarks to the effect that this 
Bulbul’s habits are similar to those of Eemivus m. ticleelli, nothing 
has been recorded. 
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(419) Iole icterica. 

TIIJ3 Y EL LOW- 6 ROWED B t LB tJL . 

Oriniger ictericus Strickl., A. M.N* H.j xiii, p. 41.1 (1844) (Maha 
baleshwar). 

Iole icterica. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. -83. 

Vernacular names. Ihddi Bulbul (Mysore). 

Description. Whole upper plumage bright olive-yellow ; wings 
dark brown, the outer webs of the feathers olive-yellow and the 
inner edged with t he same ; tail-feathers olive-yellow, with brighter 
edges and the inner edges and shafts yellow below ; a streak irom 
the nostril to the eye and a circle round it, sides of the head and 
whole lower plumage and under wing-coverts bright yellow, washed 
with olive-green on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris wood-brown; legs and feet pale 
blue, claws bluish-horny; upper mandible brownish black, lower 
pale brown, darkest along the edges and tips (Davison); ins blood¬ 
ied, dark red (Duller) ; iris blood-red (Jerdon). 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 94 to 
98 mm.; tail about 94 mm.; tarsus about 19 ram.; euhnen about 
15 turn* 

Distribution. The West side of Southern India from about 
Mahabaleslnvar to Cape Comorin and Ceylon. 

Widification. The Yellow-browed Bulbul breeds principally in 
February and March from Kanara to Travancore but eggs have 
been taken as late as 15th May (Davidson) ; in the Nilgins and 
higher hills it breeds from April to the end of May or early June. 
In Ceylon it apparently breeds in July and August. The nest is 
like a small neat edition of those of Microscelis, a cradle in a hori¬ 
zontal fork or between two twigs, made of leaves, soft, pliant 
twigs and grasses, firmly wound round the supporting twigs and 
well plastered with cobwebs. The lining is of fine grasses only. 
The site selected is on a small sapling or high bush, 5 to lOleet 
from the ground, which may be either m dense forest, thin 
scattered tree- or bush-jungle, or even in a small spinney or clump 

The eggs are nearly always two only and are very different from 
those of any other genus, except Kdaartia , approaching nearest 
to verv bright pale eggs of Xanthixus and Spitixut. I he ground 
is a very pale pink, almost white in many cases, and they arc 
profusely speckled, more or less, all over with pale bright reddish- 
or pinkish-brown. In a few eggs the markings are most numerous 
at the large end, where they form an ill-defined cap or rmg. 
Thirty eggs average 231X 16-6 mm. and the extremes are : maxima 
25 0 X 172 mm. and minima 2T3 X 16-3 and 22'0 x 15'5 mui. 

Habits. This Bulbul is found at all heights from 2,000 to about 
6,500 feet, frequenting forest, both light and dense, more open 
country and even sometimes venturing into gardens and orchards. 



It is said to have a soft, mellow whistle arul to feed on insects, 
seeds and certain fruit. It is found in small flocks in the non¬ 
breeding season. 


lole olivacea, 

lole olivacea olivacea is an inhabitant of Singapore but there are 
several geographical races found within the limits of the present 
work, one of which, virescms , has been accorded the status of a 
species and the other two until recently ignored entirely. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Under tail-coverts vollow ....... 1. olivacea virescens, p. 408. 

B. Under tail-coverts cinnamon. 

a. Wing under 82min . Io, cirmamomeoventrn , p. 407. 

Wing over 82 mm . I- o. lonnbergi , p. 408. 

(420) lole olivacea virescens. 

This Olive Bulbul. 

lole virescens Blyth, J. A. *S. U., xiv p. 578 (1845) (Arrakan) ; 

JBlanf, & Oates, i, p. 284. 

Vernacular names. Daobulip-gurrmo (Cachari). 

Description. Lores and short eyebrow olive-yellow; ear-coverts 
dark olive; remainder of upper plumage from forehead to rump 
olive-green ; upper tail-coverts and tail rather bright rufous- 
brown ; sides of the neck olive-brown; whole under-surface from 
chin to vent yellow, more or less suffused with olive-yellow; 
wings dark brown, the coverts and inner secondaries broadly, the 
remaining feathers narrowly, edged with rufescent olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown; eyelids grey ; 
bill bluish-horn, the mouth flesh-colcur; legs and claws pinkish 
brown). 

Measurements. Length about 185 to 190 mm.; wing 76 to 
82 mm.; tail about 85 mm*; tarsus about 18 mm.; culinen about 
15 mm. 

Distribution, Caehar, Sylhet, Tippera and the plains and low er 
hills of Western Burma as far South as Pegu. 

Nidification. There is apparently nothing recorded about the 
nesting of this Bulbul beyond my own notes in 4 The Ibis' and 
Bombay .Natural History Society's Journal (1892, p. 6). The nests 
are compact, well-made cups composed of a few dead leaves and 
tiny elastic twigs well interwoven with and bound together by 
long strips of what looks like the inner bark of some tree. They 
were all, with one exception, in horizontal forks, the branches of 
which were incorporated in the sides of the nest about two-thirds 
up. The lining was in each case of black fern roots and the long 
red tendrils of a small yellow ground-convolvulus. All my nests 
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were taken in May well inside thin jungle of mixed bamboo and 
secondary growth, thin forest or deserted cultivation patches 
inside deep forest and all were placed over or close to game- 
tracks. 

The eggs are in type like those of icterica but darker and more 
handsome, some closely approaching speckled eggs of Molpastes in 
general appearance. They measure about 22*6 x 16*3 mm. 

Habits. This Bulbul seems to be nowhere common; I never 
saw it but in pairs or singly, a rather secretive, quiet bird, feeding 
on the higher bushes and thin tree-tops but not, apparently, 
frequenting the more dense and humid tree-forest. It is said to 
be more often met with in flocks in Pegu, where it does some¬ 
times enter quite heavy forest. Beyond the jarring u chir ” made 
by the birds caught in nooses, I have not heard it utter any call. 

It is found from the level of the plains up to some 2,000 feet. 


(421) Iole olivacea cinnamomeoventris. 

The Tenasserim Olive-Bulbul. 

Iole virescens cinnamomeoventris Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xxxvii, 
p. 16 (1917) (Tenasserim). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race differs from the last in being darker and 
more ruddy and less green above ; it is also duller and less yellow 
below, the throat and fore-neck being grey, only faintly tinged with 
yellow; the under tail-coverts are cinnamon, this colour often 
extending on to the belly. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris dark; maxilla blackish, mandible 
grey; feet fleshy-brown” (E. G. Herbert). “ Irides clear grey, 
dark slaty, salmon-pink or golden-brown ” (Davison). 

Measurements. About the same as in the last; wing 73 to 
80 mm., in one 82 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam extending as far 
North as Karenni and Central West Siam. B-obinson and Kloss 
identify birds from Cochin China and Annam as belonging to this 
subspecies. One of their specimens, a male from Annam, is as 
much as 84 mm. in wing measurement. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. According to Davison “ This is a forest bird but occur 
ring also in thin tree-jungle and even entering well-wooded 
gardens. It is met with singly or in pairs, foraging about the 
t rees and living chiefly on berries, and never, I believe, descending 
to the ground. They are rather lively birds, moving about a 
great deal and having a pleasant soft whistling note, something 
like that of Ivos finlaysorn, but distinguishable at once.'’ 
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(4 22 ) iole olivacea loixibergi. 

The Si/vm Bulbul. 

Criniger lonnbergi Gyldenstolpe, Kung. 8ven. Vetensk, Handle 50, 
No. 8, p. 21 (1913) (Bang-liue-hom, N. Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race differs from I. o. virescens in having the 
under tail-coverts cinnamon instead of yellow and from cinnamo- 
meoventris in being more yellow below and more green above. 
From both of these subspecies it differs in being much larger with 
a wing of 83 to 89 mm. 

Measurements. Wing 83 to 89 mm.; culmen 15 to 15*5 mm.; 
tarsus 15*5 to .16*0 ram.; tail 76 to 83*5 nun. (Qyldinstotpe). 

Distribution. This.is a Northern form of the last bird but the 
.limits of neither are as yet definable. Gyldenstolpe found it in 
1ST. Siam and specimens from the Shan States and Yunnan are 
also referable to tiffs form. It will probably also be found in the 
S.E. Kachin States, 

Nidification. 11 nknown. 

Hahits. Gyldenstolpe records that he found it shy but not un¬ 
common in some places in North Siam,frequenting dense primeval 
forests in small flocks. 

(423) Iole nicobariensis. 

The Nicobar Bulbul. 

Hgpsipetes nicobariensis Horsf. & Moore, Oat., i, p. 257 (1854) 
(Nieobars). 

Iole nicobariensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 285* 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head and nape dark brown ; sides of the head 
grey ; upper plumage olive-green; wings and tail hair-brown, the 
feathers all edged with olive-green externally; chin, throat and 
upper breast white, faintly streaked with pale brown, grey or 
yellowish; remaining lower purls and under wing-coverts pale 
primrose-yellow, slightly mottled with white; the under rail- 
coverts yellow with brown centres. 

Colours of soft parts. Legs and feet dark horny, greenish 
brown or greenish plumbeous ; bill deep horny-brown, lower 
mandible and edge of upper dull yellow ; iris brown (Hume). 

Measurements. Length about 200 mm.; wing 96 to 103 ram.; 
tail about 95 mm.; tarsus about 18,to 19 mm.; culmen about 
20 mm. 

Distribution. The Nicobar Islands of Teressa, Bompoka, Tillan- 
chong, Camorta, Nancoury, Trinkat, Katchall and Pi lu Milu. 

Nidification. Unknown but as Davison shot very young birds 
in February, they presumably lay about November to December. 
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Habits. Davison remarks;—“ Occurs only at the Mcobars, 
where it is comparatively common; it keeps to the forest gener¬ 
ally, but is also found in gardens, in the secondary jungle, aud not 
infrequently in places where there are only a few scattered 
bushes; it is usually seen singly, in pairs, or in small parties of 
five or six; but I have seen them on several occasions in docks 
of nearly a hundred. They have a chattering note, very similar 
to the other Ilypsipcles , and when. they are in flocks they make 
nearly as much noise as a flock of Myna' 3 w-fling down 
the night.” 

Genus RTJBIGULA Blyth, 1845. 

The genus llubigula contains species of small Bulbuls of hand¬ 
some appearance with squamated plumage. The bill is broader 
than high and shorter than the tarsus; the rictal bristles nro 
strongly developed and the nostrils are exposed and not hidden 
by bristles. The tail is well graduated. 

The only member of the genus found within our limits is a 
geographical face of Ruhigida styuamata of Java. 

(424) Rubigula squamata webberi. 

Webber’s Bulbul. 

Ixidia wehberi llume, S. F., viii, p. 40 (1879) (Tonka). 

Vernacular names. JSTone recorded. 

Description, Head and neck black; back golden olive, shading 
into golden yellow on the upper tail-coverts; tail black with a 
broad diagonal white band on the end of the outer tail-feathers, 
decreasing in extent inwardly on each succeeding pair; visible 
portions of the wing like the back but greater coverts edged with 
brighter yellow; quills and bastard wing black ; below, throat and 
sides of neck white, with tiny black striae ; breast and flanks 
black with white edges, giving a beautiful squamated appearance 
to these parts; centre of abdomen white; under tail-coverts deep 
bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides deep red; bill brownish black; 
legs and feet plumbeous brown. . 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 73 to 
76 mm.; tail about 60 to 65 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; culmen 
about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, throughout Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra. 

Hidification and Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 
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Gomts PrCNONOTUS Kuhl, 1826. 

With the exemption of the genus Alolpastes, the present genus 
contains a far greater number of species and subspecies than any 
other and of-these there are representatives found from Ceylon 
to Central India and from Arrakan to the Malayan Islands are 
again Bast through the Kuchin Hills to China, the genu* is, 
however, not represented in Northern -Jnaia or North-West 

^ 1 *&Py v <'OnvMS the bf« ;.»■ of .small size and the nuchal hairs are 
obsolete or small. Many ot the species are of dull colour but a 
few are of brilliant plumage. 


Key to Species. 

A v Throat white. 

a. Forehead and crown dark brown. ... 

b. Forehead and crown black . 

i>. Throat grey streaked with bright yellow 
0. Throat yellow. 

c. Crown black .. 

d. Grown yellow... 

T). Throat ruby-red . . 

B. Throat slaty-blue.. 

F. Throat brown or grey. 

e. Under tail-coverts vellow.. 

j. Under ta 1-coverts brown or buft‘. 

a'. Ear-coverts silvery-white or with 

silywy-'white shafts.. 

O'. Ear-co verts like the crown. 

a . Wing- over 75 nun. 

b\ Wing under 75 mm .. 


[p. 410. 

P . goiavier anuks y [p. 41U 
P. unrig aster xanthorrhous, 
P.JinUiymm, p* 412. 

P. melaniderus , p. 4 14. 

P. xuntho/remvs, p. 415. 

P. gulansy p. 415. 

P. cyaniventris , p. 410. 

P. luteoluSf p. 417. 


P. plumosus, p. 418. 

P. simplex , p. 421. 
p, erythropth(living p. 422*. 


(425) Pycnonotus goiavier analis. 

The Yellow-vented Bulbul. 

Turdm analis Horsf., Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 147 (1320) (Java). 

Pycnonotus analis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 287. 

Vernacular names. Merebah (Malay). 

Description. The whole upper plumage brown tinged with olive, 
darker on the head and the feathers with faint pale edges; wings 
and tail darkbrowi} edged with olive-brown ; a broad supercilium 
white; lores and feathers on the eyelids black; ear-coverts pale 
brown; cheeks, chin and throat whitish; breast brown, the 
.feathers with pale edges; abdomen white suffused with brown 
' and flanks darker brown ; under tail-coverts sulphur-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris wood-brown or chocolate; legs, feet, 
claws and bill black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 him.; wing about 83 to 
91 mm.; tail about SO to 85 nun.; tarsus about 20 inm.; culmea 
about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim and Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo, Siam, Cochin China. 
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Nidification. The Yellow-vented Bulbul apparently breeds 
twice in the year, as a good series of nests and eggs were obtained 
by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow round about Perak and Taiping in 
February and early March and again in May. The nests are 
exactly like those of Otocompsa and are placed in bushes and small 
trees in scrub-jungle and thin forest. The eggs also are indis¬ 
tinguishable froil those of that genus and are normally only two 
or t hree in number. They average (20 eggs) 22 # 4x 15’9 mm. and 
the extremes are 23‘6xl5'l mm.; 210x 16 8 mm. The longest 
egg is also the most narrow and the shortest is also the broadest. 

Habits. Davison describes this bird in Mergui, where it is very 
abundant, as being just like Otocompsa in habits, food and the 
country it frequents. He says:—“I have repeatedly seen it on 
the ground hopping about. It feeds largely on insects, such as 
grasshoppers etc., but also on berries and fruit, and I have seen 
it dinging to mangoes and pecking away at the fruit. Its note is 
extremely like that of Otocompsa emeria } ‘ kick, kick, pettigrew, 
repeated*several times. It is usually found singly or in pairs, 
though often half-a-dozen or more may be seen seated about thf* 
bushes near each other, but I do not think they act in concert or 
ever go in Hocks ; they are not shy.” 

(420) Pycnonotus aurigaster xanthorrhous. 

Anmhson’s Yellow-vented Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus xanthorrhous Anderson, P. A. S. B., 1809, p. 265 (Kak- 
1 hyen Hills); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 286, footnote. 

Vernacular names. Kator-tor-prong (Kuchin). 

Description. Forehead, crown, lores, a ring round the eye and 
a narrow cheek-stripe extending to the end of the ear-coverts, 
black; a small spot of deep red at the base of the lower mandible 
near the gape; ear-coverts glossv hair-brown, the feathers with 
obsolete pale margins; wings and tail darker brown, the former 
margined with the colour of the buck, the latter narrowly tipped 
with white; sides of the neck brown, meeting in a crescentic band 
across the breast; abdomen and vent whitish ; sides of body and 
thighs brown ; under tail-coverts deep golden yellow ; under side 
of shafts of tail-feathers white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or brownish red; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 min.; wing about 85 
to 93 mm.; tail about 95 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen 
about 15 mm. 

Distribution. The hills of Eastern Burma from Karertni to 
the ivachin (Fvakhyeti) Hills, Shan States, Yunnan to China. 

Nidification. Col. H. H. Haringtou writes (Journal B.N.H.S., 
xix, p. 121);—“ It always seems to build its nest, which is of the 
usual Bulbul type, within 2 or 3 feet of the ground, generally 
placing it in a bramble-bush amongst long grass and weeds, and 
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almost invariably lavs three eggs, only on one or two occasions 1 
have taken two incubated eggs.’ 7 The eggs are exactly like those 
of Molpaates h. btmjalensis hut do not go through nearly as wide a 
range of variations. 'The average of thirty eggs is 21 *7 X mm. 
and the extremes are 23’5xl6*5 mm.; 21*3x16*8 mm.; 21*0X 
1,6*0 and 21*1 X 15*8 mm. 

Habits. .A common and familiar bird through at its range and 
found from 2,000 to 6,000 feet, frequenting boih lighter jungle, 
scrub, bamboo-jungle, etc. and the quite open country round 
villages. It- does not apparently actually enter gardens and 
compounds. 

• J Pycnonotus finlaysoni. 

The species finlaysoni extends from Tenasseriin to the extreme 
South of the Malay Peninsula, North to Karenni, Kachin Hills, 
Siam, Armam, Cochin China. Two races are found within the 
limits of this work. 

• Key to Subspecies . 

A. Anterior hnlf of crown of ft different colour [ P- 412* 

to the hinder lmff and nape . . .. P. finlaysoni finlaysoni, 

The. whole crown and nape of the same 
colour ' . . dtmsoni, p. 413. 



' (M27) 'Pycnonotus finlaysoni finlaysoni. 

, Finlayson’s S r nu.MvriiROATBi) Bulbul. 

Pifbnonotus finlaysoni StrickL, A. M, N, II., (1) xiii, p. 411 (1844) 

• (Maltora, flarteij) ; Blahf. & Oates, i, p.. 287. 

Vernacular namep. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead as far back as the eyes bright yellow, 
the feathers edged with ashy-brown; lores black, narrowly edged 
above with orange; cheeks, ear-coverts, throat, chin and upper 
neck grey with bright yellow streaks; crown and nape deep grey, 
the centres of the feathers paler; upper plumage and wing-coverts 
olive-green, th© back washed with ashy ; wing-quills dark brown 

* edged with olive-green; tail olive-green, the outer webs brightest; 
breast, upper. abdomen and flanks dark ashy, the shafts paler; 

* lower abdomen yellowish grey; vent and under tail-coverts bright 
yellow ; edge of wing, under wing-coverts and axillaries yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale to deep brown; bill bluish 
black to black, paler at the base, mouth dark flesh-colour; legs 
dusky plumbeous to almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 75 to 
87 mm,; tail about. 85 mm.; tarsus about 20 nun.; culmen about 
15 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasseriin Bast of the Sittaung River from 
Toungoo South through the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java 
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and Borneo ; East throughout Siam to Cochin China, Annam and 
Yunnan. 

Nidification. This Bulbul breeds in the plains and lower hills 
up to some 1,500 feet, making the usual Bulbul’s cup-shaped nest 
of leaves, grass and fern roots, fine twigs, etc., lined with fine 
grass and fern roots. It is generally strongly but rather slightly 
made and is placed in bushes or saplings at any height from 3 to 
15 feet from the ground. It is built in small jungle or scrub, 
occasionally in denser forest and sometimes quite close to villages 
and human habitations. The eggs are either two or three in 
number and ino6t of them resemble richly-marked eggs of 
Otocompsa. though they vary a good deal inter se. Fifteen eggs 
average 22-4 x 1,0-1 min.; the extremes are 23*1x16-5 and 
21*4x15*2 mm. 

The breeding season is from February to June. 

Habits, Davison remarks that this is the most common form 
of Bulbul in the plains’ portion of Tenasserim. “It does not 
affect forests but is found on the outskirts of it, in scrub-jungle, 
in cleared land and in gardens, giving perhaps the preference to 
the latter. They do not go in flocks but there are generally so 
many about that it is difficult to say whether they are in pairs or 
single. The note is a rather pleasant, feeble whistling chirrup, 
continually uttered whether the bird is sitting or flying. It is a 
very lively bird, always on the move/’ It feeds both on berries 
and insects, which it takes on the ground as well as on trees and 
bushes. 


(428) Pycnoaotus fmlaysoui davisoni. 

Davison’s Steipk-xhboathd Bllih i,. 

Lvus daoisoni Hume, S.F., iii, p. 301 (1875) (Arrakan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
forehead and crown concolorous except for a narrow yellow 
line just above the lores; the yellow on tho throat and chin is 
much less in extent; the whole head and nape is dull olive with 
faint golden centres to the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts as in P, Ji. fnlaysoni . 

Measurements. A slightly bigger bird than Finlayson's Bulbul, 
the wing running from 76 mm, to 90 mm. 

Distribution, Arrakan, Chiu Hills' to Tenasserim West of 
Sittaung Biver. 

Nidification. Oates obtained two nests in Pegu—cups made of 
stems of weeds, lined with grass and placed low down, one in a 
bush, the other in a creeper about 4 feet from the ground. In 
both cases there were two eggs, typical Bulbul’s eggs, in every wav. 
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and measuring between 23*3 x 10*5 mm* and 20*8 x 15*5 mnu 
They breed in June. 

Habits* These do not differ in auj r way from those of the last 
bird. 

(429) Pycnonotus melanicterus* 

The Black-capped Bulbul. 

Muacicapft melanictera Gmel., S. N., i, p. 941 (1789) (Oeylou). 

Pi/mmotus melanictenis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 288. 

Vernacular names. KdJearulla (Ceylon). 

Description. Head to neck abo\e black: remaining upper 
plumage and wing-coverts olive-green; quills brown* their outer 
webs olive-green ; tail dark brown, the central pair suffused with 
olive-green on the base and the others all tipped with white; 
whole lower plumage bright yellow, the sides of the breast and 
flanks washed with olive; under wing-coverts and edge of wing 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright to dull reel ; bill black ; legs 
and feet dark blackish brown to practically black. In the female 
the iris is brown and the “legs and feet deep plumbeous or 
blackish blue” ( Legpi ). 

Measurements. Total length ‘about 160 to 165 nun.; wing,68 
to 74 min.; tail about 60 to 65 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; 
ctdmen about 13 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon, only. 

Nidification. The nest is a small cup of dead leaves, fine twigs 
and grasses, sterns of plants and roots firmly bound together and 
lined with fine dead grass. It is placed in a bush, creeper or 
other cover at from 3 to 10 feet from the ground, generally, 
however, within 4 or 5 feet. Legge records its nest from 
April to September and eggs have been taken by Messrs. Stewart, 
Phillips and Sykes between January and May, so that it .probably, 
breeds in almost any month of the year. The nest is nearly 
alwavs placed in forest, that which is rather thin being preferred 
to that which is very dense. * - 

The eggs, of which there are either two or three, have a reddish-, 
white ground-colour and are profusely covered with small blotches 
of various shades of reds and red-browns underlying which are 
sparser secondary markings of neutral tint and lavender-grey. . 
Six eggs average 21*2x15*6 mm. The texture is not nearly so 
smooth as in most Bulbuls 1 eggs and is very dull and glossless. 

Habits. This beautiful little Bulbul is found from the plains 
up to about 5,000 feet, wherever there is forest or the country is 
well-wooded and wet. It is not found in the dry zone and 
prefers above all lightly forested valleys along which streams run. 

!t feeds on insects and seeds which it seeks in the lovyer bushes , 
and trees, seldom wandering into the higher-Ones, kk^consorts in 
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tsmall parties of four or five and is said to be very sociable with 
other birds. Legge describes its note as “ whee-whee, whee- 
wbee.” 

(480) Pycnonotus xantholaemus* 

The Yellow -th boated Bulbul. 

j Hrachypus xantholcemus Gould, P«Z. S., 1835, p, 186 (Belgauin), 

Pycnonotus xantkolamus, Blanf, Sc Oates, i, p. 289. 

Vernacular names. Kondapoda-pigli (Tel.). 

Description. Forehead, crown and sides of the head yellowish 
green, the feathers near the nostrils dusky; chin and throat 
bright yellow; upper plumage grey, the upper tail-coverts tinged 
with green ; wings and tail brown, the outer webs washed with 
yellowish green and the tail-feathers tipped with yellowish 
white ; breast and sides of neck and body grey, turning to whitish 
on the abdomen; under tail-coverts and edge of wing bright 
vellow; thighs dull yellow ; under wing-coverts pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright red; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Length about 185 to 190 mm.; wing about 81 
to 88 mm.; tail about 88 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culinen 
about .14 to 15 turn. 

Distribution. Travancore, Mysore and Eastern Ghats. 

Nidification. Mr. P. Iloscoe Allen (Journal B. JS T . H. S., xviii, 
p. 905) obtained several nests ot this rare Bulbul on a peak called 
Horsely Konda, south of the Cuddapah District in Madras, 
where he found it not uncommon; The nests are described as 
typical Bulbuls* nests and the eggs as of the ordinary type of 
Bulbuls’ eggs, “white marked with purple and brick-red” and 
measuring 21*1 x 17*0 mm. Of the nests one was placed actually 
on the ground between two boulders and a second on a dwarf 
date-palm. Another nest, taken by Mr. O. L. Wilson at Bellary, 
is described as unusually bulky and heavy for a Bulbul's nest. 
The breeding season appears to be May, June and July. 

Habits. The Veliow-tbrouted Bulbul is found from the foot¬ 
hills up to nearly,5,000 feet but very little is known of its habits. 
It apparently visits the higher ranges at about 4,000 feet for 
breeding purposes and is said to be a shy, active bird, very rest¬ 
less and, when disturbed, flying considerable distance before 
again settling. 

(481) Pycnonotus gularis. 

The Bujiv-THUOATi D Bulbul. 

\ 

Br achy pus gularis Gould, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 186 (Belgaum). 

Pycnonotus gularis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 289. 

Vernacular names. ]N one recorded. 
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Description, Forehead, crown, nape, sides of head and extreme 
point of chin black ; throat ruby-red, the feathers long and rather 
bristly; upper plumage yellowish green; wings brown, the outer 
webs of the feathers yellowish green; tail the same; lower 
plumage bright yellow ; under wing-coverts and edge of wing 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale cream to bright yellow; bill 
black; legs and feet dark plumbeous to almost black, claws black. 

Measurements Length about 180 mm.; wing 71 to 78 mm.; 
tail about 66 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; cttlraen about 11*5 to 
12*0 mm. 

Distribution. Western India from Kanara to South Travancore. 

Nidification, Nests taken by Mr. J. Davidson are described 
as “ small cups, outwardly composed of a mass of large, red 
dead leaves, slightly bound with one or two roots and spiders" 
web, and lined inside with a few roots and grass stems of 
a coarse description,” The nests were taken from low bushes, 
only a foot or two above the ground, higher bushes and small 
saplings as high as 10 feet up. The nests are all placed in 
forest generally dense, sometimes thinner but never in open 
country, 

“The eggs are two in number, very small for the size of the 
bird; they are quite devoid of gloss and of a pink colour, mottled 
thickly all over with the smallest possible dark reddish-brown and 
purple spots.” Fggs sent me by IVlessrs. J. Davidson and 1. R. 
Bell measure about 20*9 X 15*2 mm. They are very like those of 
the last bird. 

Habits. This is said to be a shy Bulbul, keeping to forested 
areas in the plains, sometimes going about in small flocks and 
sometimes in pairs or singly. Davidson sass that it is common 
in Siddapur and in the wooded parts of Honwar and Kumta 
and to a less extent in the denser forests of Karawar, Aukola and 
Yellapur. 


(432) Pycnonotus cyaniventris cyaniventris. 

The Blue-bellied Bulbul. 

Pycnonotvs cyaniventris Blytli, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 792 (1841) (Malay 
Peninsula) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 290. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole head and lower plumage deep slatv- 
blue ; lores black; forehead and a streak over the lores paler 
blue; upper plumage and wing-coverts bright greenish yellow; 
tail dark brown, the outer webs greenish yellow nearly up to the 
tips; wing-quills dark brown, all but the first two primaries 
edged with greenish yellow: under wing-coverts and edge of 
wing pale yellow ; under tail-coverts bright yellow. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown, dark plumbeous slate 
and grev-brown ; bill black ; legs and feet very dark plumbeous, 
claws horny-brown, sometimes almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 68 to 
78 mm.; tail about 66 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm.; culmen k- 
to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam to Sumatra. 

Mdification. Nest and eggs collected by Mr, W. A. T. Kellow 
near Taiping in the Federated Malay States are just like small 
ones of Otocompsa . The nests were all in low bushes and con¬ 
tained two or three eggs which measured about 20*4 x 15*4 nun. 

They seem to breed in April, May and June. 

Habits. Davison found them either singly or in pairs on the 
outskirts of forest or in deserted clearings, lie remarks : * They 

live, so far as have been observed, entirely upon small berries ot 
various sorts. They are rather shy, and on being alarmed beat a 
hasty retreat to the forest and other dense cover. Their note is 
a sharp, lively chirrup.” Mr. Kellow found them very common 
about Taiping and apparently took many nests there. 


(433) Pycnonotus luteolus. 


The White-bkoweb Bulbul. 


Hmnatornis luteolus Leas., Rev. Zook, 1840, p. 354 (India, Bombay). 
Pycnonotus luteolus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 290. 


Vernacular names, Podu-pigli (Tel.); Guluguluwa (Ceylon). 

Description. Upper plumage dull olive-green, tinged with ashy 
on the head and with fulvous on the rump and upper tad-coverts ; 
wings and tail brown, washed with green on the outer webs of the 
feathers : front of forehead, a broad streak from the nostril over 
the eye and partly over the ear-coverts and an indistinct ring 
round the eye, white; lores mingled black and white; a stripe 
from the base of the lower mandible and the point of the chin 
yellow ; lower plumage ashy, tinged and faintly striped with 
pale yellow, the breast washed with brown; vent and under tail- 
covert s pale yellow; under wing-coverts and edge of wing yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red; bill blackish or horny- 
black ; legs dark plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 200 mm.; wing 72 to 89 mm.; 
tail about 80 to 85 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen 15 to 

Ceylon birds are certainly smaller than those from India; the 
wines run from 72 to 83, rarely to 85 mm., those from Travan- 
core northwards measure from 85 to 89 mm. 1 can see no 
corresponding variation in colour and as they overlap in measure¬ 
ment*; these 'alone seem hardly well-defined enough to constitute 
a separate subspecies. 
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^^.^^jDistribution. The Peninsula of India, from Baroda on the 


\Vest and Midnapore on the East down to Cape Comorin; 
Ceylon. Ilare or absent on the Deccan table-land and throughout 
the Central Provinces. 

Nidifi cation, This bird breeds very commonly in Ceylon, the 
West coast ot' South India and again in West Bengal and parts 
of Orissa. The nest is not, 1 think, distinguishable from that 
of Otocompsa but is on the average more untidy, flimsy and 
unfinished. The sites selected are low, thick bushes in scrub- 
jungle, the outskirts of forest and partly cultivated country and 
the nest is seldom more than 4 feet from the ground. Hume 
says the eggs are unlike those of Molpastes or Otocompsa. Whilst, 
however, richly marked, handsome eggs such as are so often 
obtained of Molpastes are very rare in this species, the eggs as 
a series are like weakly marked, rather long-shaped eggs of that 
bird. Normally only two eggs are laid, sometimes three, and 
* the average of sixty eggs Ls 22*9 x 16 v 8 mm., the extremes being 
25*5 x 15*6, 24*6 x 17*0, 19*0 X 15*6 and 23*8 x 15 0 mm. 

The birds lay in almost every month of the year in Ceylon but 
chiefly in February and March, whilst in Bombay they lay from 
.April to July. 

Habits. The White-browed Bulbul is a bird mother of actual 
forest nor of compounds and gardens. It prefers scrub- and busk- 
jungle, thin rather than dense, the outskirts of forest and country 
which is partly cultivated and partly wooded. It.does not enter 
gardens but may be seen in the vicinity of villages. It is found 
only in the plains and lower hills. 


Pycnonotus plumosus. 


The birds of this species are spread over a very wide area 
through East and South Burma, the Malay Peninsula and many 
of the islands and again East through Siam, Yunnan, Annam, 
etc. There are three ratios separable but they do not occupy 
very well-defined areas and it is not easy to say exactly where 
P. p. blanfordi and P. p. p>lumom$ meet. Between P. p. robinsoni 
and P. p. plmnosus I cannot fix anything definite but throughout 
the Northern Peninsula they probably represent Eastern and 
Western races. They may eventually have to be treated as 
species. 


Key to Subspecies . 


A. Ear-coverts brown with silvery-white stripes. P. plumoms plutnosns, 


II Ear-coverts entirely silver-white. 

a. Paler both above and below . . . 

b. Darker both above and below 


P. p. blanfordi, p. 420. 
P. p. robinsoni, p. 420. 


[p. 419. 
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(434) Pycnonotus plumosus plumosus. 

The Large Oliye Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus plumosus Blvth, J. A. S. B. } xiv, p. 567 (1845) (Singa¬ 
pore) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 292. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and crown dark greyish brown, each 
feather margined with olive-green; wings and tail dark brown, 
the outer webs of the feathers washed with bright olive-green ; 
lores dark brown; cheeks and chin dull whity-brown ; ear-coverts 
dark brown with silvery-white shafts; lower plumage ashy- 
brown, slightly mottled and streaked with dull ocliraceous.; 
under wing- and tail-coverts and edge of wing brighter ochra- 
ceous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris burnt sienna-brown to dark cinnabar- 
red ; bill almost black; legs and feet reddish brown, darker in 
some, paler in others {Hume). 

Measurements. Length about 190 to 200 mm.: wing 78 to 
89 nim.: tail about 84 nun.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 
about 15 to 16 mm. 

Distribution. It. is extremely difficult to define the boundaries 
between this bird and the next, 1\ p. robinsoni. It appears that 
the present bird is found in the South of the Malay Peninsula in 
Johore, Pahang, Perak, Keda and thence up the West coast of 
Tenasserim as far North as Ten ass e rim Town and also in Sumatra 
and Borneo, whilst Robinson's Bulbul works North from Pataui 
up the East coast. 

Nidification. Nests taken by Davison, Kellow and Waterstradt 
were of the ordinary Bulbul type built low down in bushes generally 
in thin forest, sometimes in fairly dense forest but not, apparently, 
in cultivated and village areas. The eggs are two or three iri 
number, most often the former, and one clutch in the Waterstradt 
collection was a five, but this must be quite exceptional. The 
eggs are like those of the rest of the genus and it is doubtful if 
any of these can bo distinguished from one another except, 
perhaps, by size. Ten eggs average about 22*0 xJ7*7 nun. but 
Davison's eggs seem to be abnormally big. Six of rny own only 
measure 21*8x161 mm. 

This speci s breeds in February, March and April. 

Habits. This Bulbul is a bird of forests rather than of open 
country and Mr. Kellow informed me that lie took the nests in 
almost impenetrable cane-brakes along streams in virgin forest. 
They are quite unobtrusive birds, keeping to the lower trees and 
bushes and having a chirping chatter, according to Davison, like 
that of (Jriniger . They feed chiefly on berries. 
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(435) Pycnonotus pluinosus robinsoni, 

Eobinson’s Olive Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus rohmsoni Ogi l vi e-Grant, Fasciculi Malay., p. 85 (1905) 
(Patuni, Malay Pen.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from P . plumosu# u by having more dis¬ 
tinct white shaft-streaks to the feathers of the cheeks and ear- 
coverts ; the outer edges to the quills dull greenish, not olive-green, 
and the middle of the breast and belly pale yellowish white.” 

This form is nearest to P. jp. blanfordi, from which it is 
separable by its much darker plumage above and below. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill brownish-born; legs 
and feet blackish-lead. 

Measurements. Much the same as those of P. p. pluntwnA. 
Wing 83 to 89 mm.: culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. From Pataui in the extreme South of Peninsular 
Siam, up the East Coast, perhaps entering the borders of Tenas- 
serim near Tavoy, as far North as Ayufehia, Natrang and 
Kraben. There are also specimens in the British Museum col¬ 
lection from Annain. 

Nidiftcation. Messrs. Williamson and Herbert collected and 
examined vast numbers of nests and eggs of this Bulbul round 
Bangkok, where it is exceedingly common. They are quite 
indistinguishable from others of this genus but when considered 
as a whole are very poorly marked, pale eggs with none of the 
rich variations seen in so many Bulbuls’ eggs. 100 eggs average 
21*6 x 15*0 min., the extremes being 23*0x16 2, 22*2 x 16*7 and 
20*1 X 15*1 mm. 

The birds breed in light and heavy forest and also in scrub and 
bushes round about cultivation and villages. Out of 76 clutches 
examined by Mr. W. Williamson only four nests contained three 
eggs, tne rest- only two each. The breeding season is from 
January to July. 

Habits. They are very familiar birds, far more so than the 
Large Olive Bulbul, and freely enter gardens, orchards and 
cultivated country. In winter they are found in small flocks ancl 
are restless, energetic birds, constantly flying from one tree to 
another in searehof their food, which consists of berries and insects. 

(436) Pycnonotus plumosus blanfordi. 

Blanvobd’s Olive Bulbul. 

Pycnonotus blanfordi Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 20 (Pegu); Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 291. 

Vernacular names. Byu, Bo-sct-mwe (Burmese); Bo-sa-mwe 
(Kachin). 

Description. Differs from Robinsons Olive Bulbul in being 
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much paler and with ear-coverts wholly silvery-white. It is 
much less green both on upper plumage and on wings and tail 
than plvrnosus. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris varies from yellowish brown to red; 
eyelids plumbeous ; bill brown, paler at base of lower mandible and 
gape; mouth flesh-colour; legs plumbeous, claws horn-colour. 

Measurements as in the other races. Wing 85 to 89 mm.; 
culmen about 15 mm. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of 'Burma, North of Ban - 
goon, the Kuchin Hills, North and Central Siam, Shan Suites 
and Annara; 

Nidification. Similar in every way to that of the Inst bird. 
Eggs and nests are indistinguishable and the dutches are the same 
in number, i. e. two or three. As a series they are even more 
poorly marked than those of Robinson's Olive Bulbul. Forty eggs 
average 20*6x 15*7 mm. 

The breeding season must be very extended, as eggs have been 
sent me taken from early March to late August and, probably, 
like most of the common Bulbuls, they breed more or less through¬ 
out the year. 

Habits. Those of the last bird. They are said to have a very 
harsh note when disturbed and like all Bulbuls under these cir¬ 
cumstances, erect their crests as they make the call. 

(437) Pycnonotus simplex simplex. 

Moobe’s Olive Bulbul. 

Vymonotus simplex Less., Ilev. Zool., 1839, p. 167 (Sumatra); 

’ Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 292. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage brown with a greenish tinge, 
slightly fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts; wings and 
tail brown, the outer webs washed with greenish; whole lower 
plumage butfy-brown, slightly streaked in places with darker 
ochraceons; under tail-coverts dark ochraceous with paler edges; 
under wing-coverts and edge of wing pale ochraceous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange-rod, pale red, whity-pink; 
upper mandible dark horny-brown, lower mandible paler; legs and 
feet lleshy- or reddish-brown. 

Measurements. About the same as plumosus . Wing 80 to 
88 mm.; culmen about 15 nun. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, from Mergui, South through the 
Malay Peninsula to Sumatra. The Javan town has been separated 
by liar tort (Nov. Zool. ix, 1902, p. 561) as P. prillwilzi and the 
Bornean form also seems different from the Malay bird. 

Nidification. Nests and eggs taken by Mr. Kellow at Sim pang 
in the Malay States were, like those described by Davison, taken 
in thick jungle in high bushes. They are rather more richly 
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coloured than those of the two preceding species and they measure 
about 21*0 X 15’9 mm. Mr. Hollow's eggs were taken in January, 
February and April. 

Habits. Those of the genus but this species is a bird of thin 
forests and does not haunt cultivated or inhabited areas. 

(438) Pycmnotus erythropthalnrus erythropthalmus.* 

The Shale Olive Bulbul. 

Iios enjthropthulmas Hume, S. F., vi, p. 314 (1878) (Palv chan, 
S. Teuasserim). 

Pijmanotm pusilhts. JBlanf, & Oates, i, p. 293. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole upper plumage and wing-coverts olive- 
brown, tinged with rufeseent on the rump and upper taihcoverts ; 
tail rufeseent-brown ; wings brown, the visible portions suffused 
with olive • lores and sides of the head ashy-brown: chin und 
throat ashy-white; breast and sides of the body ashy-brown 
washed with fulvous; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts dusky 
yellow; undetv win g-eo verts and axillaries pale ochraceous yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson, an ophthalmic ring vivid 
orange-yellow but this withers away in skins and is not discernible; 
bill black, gape and base of lower mandible and nostrils orange- 
vellow; legs, feet and claws pale reddish-horny. 

Measurements. Length about 165 mm.; wing 70 to 78 mm.,; 
tail about 75 mm.; tarsus about 15 to 16 mm.; culmen about 
13 to 14 mm. 

Nidification and Habits. According to Davison this Bulbul 
differs in no way from the various races of P. plumosus. 

The few eggs of which measurements have been obtainable 
measure about 21-0 x 15*9 mm., but a larger series would certainly 
give a smaller average for the eggs of this small bird. 

Genus MICEOTAHSUS Eyton, 1839. 

The germs Micro tarsus may be recognized by its very ample and 
lengthened tail-coverts, rounded tail and the extraordinary 
development of the feathers of the lower back and rump, which 
are moreover barred with black; in this respect Miwotarsus 
shows great affinities to Pbuzrocichla. . 

Iu this genus the feathers of the head, though erectile, are 
exceedingly short and glossy. The bill is about half the length of 
the head, and the rietal bristles are well-developed. The tarsus 
is very short but fairly stout. The plumage of all the known 
species is very pleasing. 

* Sharpe shows that P. pttsillus of Salvador!, 1874, is preoccupied by 
Gray, Genera Birds, i, p. 237, and cannot bo used. He therefore proposes 
(Cat. B. M,. 1881, Appendix, p. 401), P. salvadorii, but though this stands as 
t he name for the Sumatran race, erytkroptkulmM of Hume has priority as the 
specific name. 
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Of the three species found within our limits it is extremely 
difficult to decide what relationship M. m. mclanocephalus and 
M. cinereoventris bear to one another. It is true the former is 
often found in flocks with no individual of the latter but neither 
Mr. H. A. Hole, who knew this bird very well, nor I myself have 
ever seen a flock of the latter without some of the former. The 
plumage of the Grey-breasted Bulbul is merely that of the Black- 
headed Bulbul with the yellow eliminated on some portions and 
this in varying degree. One of Lord Tweeddale’s birds is 
described by him as being “in a stage of transition from yellow 
to grey” A specimen in the collection of Mr, Hole showed traces 
of green on the hind-neck but was otherwise of purely cinereo- 
veniris type; a third, a young male shot by myself, appears also 
to be in a transition stage between the two forms. I expect, when 
the necessary evidence is obtainable, the two will be found to be 
one and the same bird. Age and sex have nothing to do with 
the matter, but no one has yet been able to prove that they breed 
together, however closely they may accompany one another in the 
non-breeding season. 


Key to Species and Subspecies. 


A. Lower plumage yellow or olive- 
vellow. 

a. Head entirely black. 


[cephalus, p. 423. 
M. 7nelanocephalu3 melano- 


h. Head above bluish grey. t 

a* , Upper tail-coverts yellow .... M, m. fusciflavescens, p. 4‘~o. 
b'. Upper tail-coverts bluish grey . M. poiocephalus , p. 42o. 

B. Lower plumage bluish grey . M. cinereoventris, p. 42b. 

(439) Microtarsus melanocephalus melanocephalus. 

The Black-he a bed Bulbul. 

Lanins melanocephalus Gmel., S. N., i, p. 309 (1788) (Sandwich ill 
mares australis). 

Micropus melanocephalus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 294. 

Vernacular names. Dao-bidip-garasha (Cachari). 

Description. Whole head, throat and upper breast black, glossed 
with blue and purple; remainder of upper plumage olive-yellow, 
brighter on the rump and yellow on the upper tail-coverts ; breast 
and flanks the same, shading into bright yellow on the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts; tail olive-yellow for half its length, then 
black and tipped with yellow, narrowly on the centre feathers and 
increasingly broadly on the others; primary-coverts dull black, 
narrowly edged with olive-yellow, other coverts wholly oi this 
colour on the outer webs ; primaries and outer secondaries black, 
the first obsoletely, the latter broadly, edged with olive-yellow; 
the visible inner secondaries all olive-yellow; the feathers of the 
rump and upper tail-coverts are very dark grey at the base and 
then black, the tips alone being broadly yellow so that the rump 
neariv always appears barred with black, though in a perfect 
specimen the rump looks almost immaculate vcllow. 
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Colours of soft parts. Irides various shades of pale blue; bill 
very dark plumbeous, nearly black ; mouth and gape bluish, some¬ 
times tinged fleshy; legs dark plumbeous, claws black. 


Measurements. Length about 175 mm.; wing 80 to 86 mm.; 
tail about 84 mm.; tarsus about 13 mm.; culmen about 13 to 
14 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and Eastern 
Bengal hill-tracts, Arrakan, Chin Hills, practically the whole of 
Burma, Shan Slates, Siam and the whole Malay Peninsula to 
Sumatra, Jam, Borneo and the Philippines. 

Nidification. This Bulbul breeds round Amherst from February 
to April and in North Cachar in May, making a very strongly- 
built cup-shaped nest, which it places in low bushes in evergreen, 
humid forests from the level of the plains up to 2,000 or 
3/J00 feet,. The materials of the nests I have personalty seen 
have consisted principally of the tough but fine stems of a wild 
bean. With these are twigs, dead leaves and grass blades and the 
whole is securely wound round the supporting twigs. The lining 
is of skeleton leaves and grass steins. The eggs number two or 
three and, like all those of this genus, are easily distinguished from 
other Bulbuls' eggs. The ground-colour is a pale fleshy-pink to a 
lilac-pink and the primary markings consist of freckles, specks 
and small blotches of pale reddish, whilst the secondary, or 
underlying, markings are of pale grey or pale lilac neutral tint. 
The latter markings are generally more numerous than the 
former and give the dominant tint to the egg. Some eggs have 
the marks so line and so numerous that they look unicoloured 
but most eggs have them more numerous at the big end than 
elsewhere, forming a pronounced ring or cap. The average of seven 
of my own eggs and six of Mr. J. M. D. Mackenzie's is 20*5 x 
15*5 mm. and the extremes are 23*0x16*6, 19*0x15*5, and 
20*5 x 15*0 mm. The surface is fine and glossy and the shell 
fragile. In shape they vary as much as the eggs of Otocompsa and 
Molpctstes. 

Habits. This is a purely forest Bulbul, though in the cold 
weather it may be found in small or big flocks feeding on trees 
well away from forest, especially when these are in flower and 
attracting many insects. It prefers scattered forest or light 
jungle and was most common in the ravines running from the 
foot-hills into the plains of Cachar aud Sylhet. These ravines 
were heavily forested, running between grass-covered hills 
and light forest where the birds came out to feed in the morn¬ 
ings and evenings. It keeps almost entirely to the tops of 
high trees in the cold weather but in the breeding season descends 
to the smaller trees and undergrowth. Their ordinary note is a 
musical chirp but they also have a very mournful double whistle 
like the rainy-weather call of the Iora, but deeper and softer. 
They feed principally on berries and fruit but also eat small 
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insects and 1 have shot specimens feeding on the cotton-trees 
over-full of such obtained from their great red flowers. 

In most flocks of this birds one or more specimens Will be 
found of the Grey-bellied Bulbul. 

(440) Microtarsus melanocephalus fusciflavescens. 

The Andaman Black-headed Bulbul. 

Brachypodius fusciflavescens Hume, p. 297 (1873)(Andammis). 

Micropns fuscifluvescens. Blank & Oatea, i,p. 29o. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
whole head dusky olive-green; the black on chin and throat is 
confined to the centre of the latter; the black bars are narrower 
aud the abdomen and under tail-coverts are a still brighter yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bluish-white to pale blue; bill bluish- 
slate to slaty-black ; legs and feet plumbeous. 

Measurements as in the preceding bird. 

Nidiflcation unknown. 

Habits. Davison found it singly or it) pairs on the outskirts of 
forest, edges of jungle-tracts and natural openings. 

(441) Microtarsus poiocephalus. 

The Gkey-headed Bulbul. 

Brachypus poiocephalus Jerdon, Madr. x, p. 246 (1830) 

(Travail core). . 

Micropus phceocephalits. Blanf, 6c Oates, 1 , p. 

Veimacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead olive-yellow; chin blackish; cheeks 
greyish yellow ; remainder of head clear bluish grey; upper side 
of neck" back and scapulars olive-green ; rump-leathers black 
with broad yellow tips; upper tail-coverts and four middle tail- 
feathers bluish grey with dark shafts, the others black, broadly 
edged on both webs and tipped with bluish grey, the basal two - 
thirds of all suffused with olive-green; wings black, all the 
feathers edged with olive-green, the outer webs of the innermost 
secondaries beiug wholly of this colour; breast, abdomen and 
flanks oil-yellow; under tuil-coverts bluish grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris almost white to blue; bill pale slate, 
“ pale green” (Davison); legs and feet fleshy tinged with orange 
(Davison). 

Measurements. Rather smaller than M. melaaocephalus; wing 
about 73 to 78 mm. 

Distribution. Malabar coast; from Belgaum to South Travan- 
core ; Coonoor and AVynaad Hills. 

Nidiflcation. The Grey-headed Bulbul makes a small, compact 
cup-shaped nest, which it places in low bashes in fairly dense 
jungle. The eggs are like those of M . m. nulanocejjhalus and ten 
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eggs taken by Stewart and Bourdillon in Travancore and by 
Bell in ivanarn average 21*9x15:6 nun. and vary in length 
between 21*0x15*9 and 22 3 x16 mm. and in breadth between 
21*2x15 0 arid 22*3 x 16 nun. 

The birds of.' this species often lay one egg only, single eggs 
quite hard-set having been taken by Mr. J. Stewart in Tmvaucore. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It is found from the level of the 
plains up to some 2,000 feet. 

(442) Microtarsus cinereoventris. 

Thu Grey-bellied Bulbul. 

Brachypodim cincreoventris BJytjb, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 576 (1845) 
(Tippem). 

Microjms cinereivmtri*, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 295. 

' Vernacular names. Bao-butip-garaju (Cachari). 

Description. This bird differs from M. m. melanocephalus in 
having the breast, upper part of the abdomen, hind-neck and 
sometimes the upper back bluish grey instead of yellow or green. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in that bird. 

Distribution. The same also as in that bird but apparently not 
extending to Siam, Annum, or Sumatra and the other islands. 

Nidification and Habits exactly the same as those of the Black¬ 
headed Bulbul. It is generally found in company with flocks of 
the Black-beaded birds and, as far as my experience goes, never 
by itself, though every flock of the former may not necessarily 
contain any of these with grey abdomens. The Cachari names 
for M. melanocephalus and M. cvn rcoventris mean male and female 
of the same species but, ns I have already shown, the difference 
is not one of sexes though the two birds are probably dimorphic 
forms of the same species. Two pairs of eggs in my collection 
measure 2L*4X 15*4 ; 21*0x15*1 and 23*4X16*1; 22*4X17*0 mm. 
The latter appear very large for the size of the bird. 

Genus KELAARTIA Blyth ( fide Jerdon), 1863. 

The single species of Kelaartia is peculiar to Ceylon. It is 
characterized by the curious pointed feathers constituting the 
supercilium and by the rounded feathers of the crown, the two 
forming a striking contrast. 

The tarsus in this genus is rather longer than is usual in the 
Bulbuls, but it does not exceed in length the middle toe and claw. 

(443) Kelaartia peniciilata. 

The Yellow-eared Bulbul. 

Pijcnonotm penicillatus Biyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 178 (1851) 
(Ceylon). 

Kelaartia peniciilata Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 297. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description, [Forehead find crown dark brown or blackish, each 
feather very narrowly edged with ashy ; a narrow white line from 
the nostril to the upper part of the eye and a broad yellow streak 
from that point to the nape; chin and Upper part of cheeks white; 
lores, ear-coverts and lower part Of cheeks black, the ear-coverts 
with a streak of yellow down the middle > a large slaty-blue spot 
on the neck next the ear-coverts; upper plumage olive-green; 
wings and tail dark brown, the outer webs of the feathers washea 
with olive-green ; the whole lower plumage, except the chin, deep 
yellow, washed with olive on the breast and flanks; undei wing- 
coverts and edge of wing yellow. 



Fig. 82.—Head of K. pcnicillaia. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris bright red, reddish brown or carmine; 
bill black ; legs and feet dark plumbeous or dark bluish plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm.; wing 80 to 85 mm.; 
tail about the same ; tarsus about 20 mm.; eiilmen about 15 min. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification, This bird breeds in March and April, perhaps 
also in other months, between the foot-hills and about 4,000 feet. 
It makes a cup-shaped nest, rather shallow and flimsy, of dead 
leaves, twigs and grass, which it suspends between a vertical fork 
of an outer branch of some small sapling or high bush in the forest. 
The eggs, which are always two in number, are like richly-coloured 
eggs of loh icteric#) that is to say the ground-colour is pale pink 
and they are profusely covered all over with tiny longitudinal 
specks of pale pinkish red with a few underlying ones of pale 
lavender. 8ix eggs measure 22*3x10*8; 21*8x17*0; 24*2 x 
16*7 ; 23*6 x 16*3 ; 24*0 x 16T ; 23*2 x 16*0 mm. 

Habits. The Yellow-eared Bulbul is found principally in forests, 
ascending as high as 7,000 feet but being most numerous between 
2,000 and 4,000 feet. According to Legge it keeps to low jungle 
and underwood rather than to the higher trees, is restless and 
shy, yet inquisitive and has a note which he describes as “ whee 
whee", whee,” quickly repeated. It is more a fruit- and seed-eater 
than insectivorous but indulges sometimes in the latter diet. 
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The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings; the edges of both mandibles smooth or 
with a simple notch on the upper one ; hinder aspect of the tarsus 
bilaminated, the laminae entire and smooth; wing with ten pri¬ 
maries and tail with twelve rectrices!; tongue non-tubular; nostrils 
clear of the line of forehead, the space between the nostril and 
the edge of the mandibles less than the apace between the nostril 
and the eulmen ; plumage of the young like the adult female, but 
paler ; nostrils bare ; rietal bristles absent; the wing is generally 
long or rather long and pointed and the tarsus is very short, the 
feet being unusually large and strong with long powerful toes 
and claws. 

Whereas most authors have given the Certhiidw, or Tree- 
Creepers, a definite family by themselves, others have united them 
with the Troylodytidcr or Wrens, whilst others again have united 
the latter with the Timcdnda or Turdidce. 

Undoubtedly the Wrens and the Certhiidan are very closely 
allied, their strong feet and the entire absence of rietal bristles 
being the most conspicuous characters held in common. On the 
other hand, the longer wings of the Certhiidee together with their 
short tarsi seem to separate them sufficiently distinctly from the 
short, rounded winged Troglodytulce with t heir much longer tarsi. 

The Certhiidw are found over a considerable portion of the 
world and are represented in India by three genera; of these 
one possesses the typical stiff, pointed tail-feathers and two have 
soft, rounded tail-feathers as in the Wrens. 

Key to Genera . 


A. Tail composed of stiff, pointed feathers .... Certhia, p. 428. 

B. Tail composed of soft, rounded feathers. 

a. First primary not more than a quarter the 

length of the second ..... Salpobnis, p. 489. 

b. First primary about half the length of the 

second .... Tichodjioma, p. 441. 


Genus CERTHIA Linn., 1766. 

The genus Certhia contains four Indian species which are, 
however, divisible into many geographical races. They are 
resident in the Himalayas and higher hills of Burma, moving 
vertically to some extent*under varying conditions of temperature. 

Certhia has only a single moult, in the autumn, Biddnlph’s 
opinion that 0 . himalayann had both a spring and autumn moult 
being undoubtedly incorrect. 
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The young are coloured like the adult but have signs of cross¬ 
bars on the lower plumage, especially on the sides of the breast 
and flanks, and are somewhat paler and duller. 

In Gerthia the bill is as long, or nearly as long, as the head, 
slender and curved downwards. The nostrils are long, narrow 
slits. The tarsus is scutellated and the toes and claws are 
extremely long. 



The wing is rounded, the first primary being about half the 
length of the second, and the third a little shorter than the second. 
The tail and wing about equal in length and the former is com¬ 
posed of twelve very stiff pointed feathers and greatly graduated. 

Key to Species. 

A. Tail distinctly cross-barred . C. himalayana , p. 429. 

B. Tail without"bars or with only faint ones. ^ 

a. Chin, throat and breast white; under tail- 

coverts fulvous. C. familiar is, p. 432. 

b. Whole lower plumage earthy-brown .... C. discolor , p. 435. 

c. Chin and throat white, remainder of lower 

plumage deep ferruginous . C. stoliczkce, p. 438. 

Certhia himalayana. 

Gerthia himalayana is represented in India by four well-marked 
races, and is found from Baluchistan and Afghanistan to Yunnan 
and the Shan States. It is easily distinguished from all other 
forms of Tree-Creeper by its boldly barred tail. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Upper plumage blackish brown, strongly 

suffused with ferruginous on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts. 

a . Parker above ; abdomen and flanks pale 

smoky-brown tinged with fulvous . . 

b. Paler above; abdomen and flanks pale 

smoky-brown with no tinge of fulvous. 

B. Upper plumage very dark, slightly tinged 

with rufous on rump. 

C. Upper plumage with no tinge of rufous.. 


C. h. himalayana , p. 430. 

C. h. tceniura , p. 431. 

C. h. intermedia, p. 432. 
C. h. yunnanensis, p. 432. 
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(444) Certhia himalayana himalayana. 

The TIimalayajSi Tree-Creeper. 

i himalayana Vigors, P. Z S., 1831, p. 174 (Himalaya); Blank 
ates, i, p. 329. 

Vernacular names. Chua-sorai (Assamese). 

description. Upper plumage and wing-coverts blackish brown, 
the feathers broadly centred fulvous; lower back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts strongly tinged with ferruginous: tail pale 
reddish brown, regularly barred with black ; a well-developed 
supercilium pale fulvous; ear-coverts black j wings dark brown, 
all the quills except the first three or four with a broad oblique 
fulvous band bordered with black; chili and throat pure white ; 
remainder of under plumage pale smoky-brown tinged strongly 
with fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper mandible dark 
horny-brown or blackish, the lower mandible fleshy-horny; legs 
and feet fleshy, claws a little darker. 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm.; wing 65 to 71 mm.; 
tail 59 to 67 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 15 to 22 mm. 
The bill varies very greatly, males generally vary between 19 and 
21 mm. and females between 17 and 20 in in., but other birds of 
both sexes, possibly voting birds though in adult plumage, have 
bills of 15 and 16 mm. 

The young in this, as in all other Certhlas , have the lower 
plumage mottled and with indications of bars. 

Distribution. South Kashmir, most of the North-West Hima¬ 
layas, Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan to W. Assam. 

Nidilicatioii. The Himalayan Tree-Creeper breeds throughout 
its range between 5,000 and 9,000 feet or even higher. It is an 
early breeder. Dodsworth took several nests at Simla in April 
and few birds breed later than May, during which month Bat tray, 
Buchanan and others found many nests round about the Murree 
Hills. It builds, like most Tree-Creepers, either in a crevice of a 
tree or in between a loose bit of bark and the trunk, the latter 
being the favourite position. The nest is made of a little grass or 
moss, often with a foundation of dead leaves, chips of wood, etc. 
and always with a lining of fur, wool or feathers. It may be 
placed at any height from the ground, from 10 to 50 feet, 

The eggs number four to six and have a white ground, generally 
tinged with pink and are profusely spotted all over with light to 
dark brownish-red or pinkish-red. A few eggs have the ground 
pure white and the marks of dark reddish-brown in a ring round 
the larger end. Fifty eggs average 15 : 8x 12*2mm. The maxima 
are 17*6 X 12*4 and 16-ttx 12*9 mm. and the minima 14*7x11*9 
and 14*9x11*8 nun. The shape is a fairly broad oval and the 
texture is line but glossless. 

Habits. This Creeper may be rarely found as low as 4,000 feet 
in winter and in summer ascends to some 10,000 feet. It is, of 
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course, only found in heavily-forested areas but it does not keep 
entirely to the interior of forest, wandering freely into the more 
open country wherever there are large trees forming suitable 
Inin ting-grounds. They are intensely active, restless little birds, 
never still for a minute, scuttling hither and thither, now racing 
over the trunk of the tree, now scrambling along the under 
surface of one of the smaller boughs. They, unjike the Wood¬ 
peckers and Barbels, are just as fond of running down as running 
up the trunks of trees, but their general method is to work a tree 
upwards before taking flight to the next. Their ordinary note is 
a very feeble little squeak, which develops into a louder, fuller 
series of notes in the breeding season. 

They are entirely insectivorous. 

(445) Certhia himalayana iamiura.- 

Tile TIjkkestak Teee-Creepek. 

Certhia tanium Severtz., Turk. Jevotn., p. 138 (1873) (Turkestan). 

V ern&cular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race differs from the preceding bird iu being 
much paler, more brown, less black; the under parts, except the 
chin and throat,‘are all smoky-brown with no tinge of fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Himalayan Tree-Creeper. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 73 mm.; tail about 52 to 65 nun.; 
tarsus about 18 mm.; eulmen about 18 to 21 mm. Blanford 
remarks that Umiura has a much longer bill than himalayana ; the 
British Museum series does not cordirm this. 

Distribution. Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Gilgit, 
North and Central Kashmir, Chitral, Karam Valley, etc. 

Nidification. The Turkestan Tree-Creeper is found breeding 
between 5,000 and 12,000 feet over all the mountains of extreme 
North-West India. Whitehead found it breeding in some numbers 
in the Safed Koh up to 9,000 feet and iu North Kashmir it 
breeds in great numbers up to 10,000 feet. The nest differs in 
no way from that of the Himalayan Tree-Creeper and the eggs 
cannot be distinguished from those of that bird. Forty eggs 
average 15*9x11*9 mm. and the extremes of length and breadth 
are 17‘5 x 12 3 mm. and 14*9 x 11*3 min. 

It breeds later than the preceding bird, most eggs being laid 
during the first week in June or the last few days of May. 

* Meinertzhagen has recently separated another form as intermediate 
between himalayana and tceniura under the name of mile# (Bull. B. O. C. .\lii, 
June, 19*22). It is true that the birds from Central Kashmir artd N.W. India 
are somewhat intermediate between tbe two but the great majority seem to me 
to be easily referable to one or the other race and a. third race appears to be 
unnecessary, lor on the dividing linos of all subspecies intermediate birds must 
occur. Meinerl/.hagen is wrong in crediting taniura with a longer culmeu 
than himalayana. 
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Habits. Those of the genus. "Whitehead says :—“ The cmil 
note is a faint, squeak, rarely heard in winter. In summer its 
loud but rather monotonous song is constantly uttered. It does 
not; by any meaus restrict itself to trees. I have often, noticed 
it climbing up walls.” 

This Tree-Creeper is found up'to 12,000 foet in summer but, 
on the other hand, in winter descends to 4,000 feet or lower still 
in the Afghanistan and Baluchistan Hills. 

(446) Certhia himalayana yunnanensis. 

The Yunnan Tree-Creeper. * ■ ■" - 

Certhia yunnanensis Sharpe, Bull. 13.0.C*,xiii, p.ll (1902) (Yunnan), 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to C. h. himalayana but with the whole 
ilpper plumage very black without any ferruginous tint. Below 
it is dull smoky-grey, albescent on the chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts not recorded. In the dry skin they do 
not differ from the same parts in typical himalayana. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 71 mm.; tail 58 mm.; tarsus 17 to 
18 mm.; eulmen 19 to 20 min. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Northern Shan States. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. This bird was found by Eippon to be fairly numerous 
at heights varying between 7,000 and 9,000 feet in Yunnan. 

(447) Certhia himalayana intermedia. 

Tub Chin Hills Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia himalayana intermedia Kinnear, Bull. B. O. C., xli, p. 139 
(1921) (Mt. Victoria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Yunnan Tree-Creeper but with a 
distinct rufous tinge on the rump and lower back. It is closer to 
this last Tree-Creeper than to the Himalayan bird. 

Colours of soft parts are apparently the same as in himalayana . 

Measurements. Wing 05 to 75 mm.; tail 55 to 72 mm.; tarsus 
16 to 17 mm.; eulmen 17 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Chin Hills only so far ns is known at present. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Certhia familiaris. 

In India we have three races representative of the Common 
European Tree-Creeper which are found from North-West India 
to South-East Tibet and North-East Kachin Hills. 
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Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper plumage dark brown; lower back and 

rump ferruginous. 

B. Darker above; with very little ferruginous 

on back or rump .. 

0. Paler above; only a tinge of fulvous on the 

lower back and rump . 

(448) Certhia familiaris nipalensis. 

The Nepae TaEE-CitEEPEU. 

Certhia nipalensis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, 2, p. 581 (1845) (Nepal) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 830. 

Vernacular names. J)ao~mojo (Oachari); Inrui-m-jet (Naga). 

Description, Upper plumage and wing-coverts very dark brown, 
streaked with bright rufous and with a few additional streaks of 
blackish and fulvous-white; lower back and rump ferruginous; 
tail brown faintly tinged with reddish; a fulvous white super- 
cilium from the nostrils to the nape ; lores and ear-coverts mixed 
brown and rufous; wings brown, the primaries with an oblique 
band of fulvous edged with black; chin and throat pure white; 
abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts fulvous-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; upper mandible horny 
brown, lower mandible fleshy horny; legs and feet flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 71 mm.; tail 57 to 76 mm.; tarsus 
about 18 mm.; cultneu 13 to 15 nun. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and hills North and South 
of the Brahmaputra above 6,000 feet. 

Niditication. A nest taken by myself in N. Cachar was com¬ 
posed entirely of scraps of soft green moss, forming a pad fitting 
into a hollow between a projecting piece of bark and the trunk of 
a tree at about 25 feet from the ground. There were only three 
eggs which were taken as I had to leave the place, or doubtless 
more would have been laid. In colour they are a pure white with 
tiny spots of reddish, principally in a ring about the larger end. 
They wero taken on the 11th April, 1890 (recorded in error 16fch 
May, Journal B. N. H. S. and ‘ Ibisand measure 17*7 x 13*1 mm. 
They will possibly eventually prove to be abnormally large, pale 
eggs but I watched the parent birds for hours previously and am 
certain of their identity. 

Habits. These are in no / different from those of the 
Himalayan Tree-Creeper. It iy d principally between 7,000 
and 10,000 feet North of the BrwKL *>utra and certainly ascends 
to 12,000 and 13,000 feet during the summer. South of the 
Brahmaputra it was not very rare either in North Cachar or 
the Khasia Hills at 6,000 feet, being found as low as 5,000 feet. 
It is essentially a bird of pine and fir forests but I found it also 


C. f. nipalensis, p. 433. 
C. f. kliamensis, p. 434. 
(7./. hodgsoni , p* 434. 
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and rhododendron and, though I failed to find its 
nest, it certainly bred in the latter in the Khasia Hills. Its voice 
is a very Bat-like little squeak bin, I have never heard its song, 

(449) Certhia familiaris khamensis. 

* * -The Tibetan Tree-GbbIpbji, 

Certhia khamensis Bianchi, Sharpe, Hand-1. B., iv, p. 355, descrip¬ 
tion p. 360 (1893), 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race is near to the preceding but the upper 
plumage is still darker and has less rufous ; on the under parts the 
breast is more white and the abdomen, hanks and under tail- 
coverts are pale smoky-brown instead of fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing about 69 to 70 mm,; tail 65 to 68 mm.; 
tarsus 18 mm,; eulmen considerably longer limn in nipalensis , 
measuring about 17 to 18 mm. 

Distribution. South-East Tibet. Eggs of . a Creeper sent me 
from the Cham hi Valiev, South Tibet, may be either of this or the 
preceding form. The record of the Nepal Tree-Creeper from 
the extreme North-East of the Knchin Hills ( Harington ) is almost 
sure to refer to this bird. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing known. 

(450) Certhia familiaris hodgsoni. 

Hojdoson4 Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia hodgsoni Brooks, J„ A. S.B., xli, p. 74 (1872) (Kashmir); 
Bianf. & Oates, i, p. 329. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This Tree-Creeper differs from both the other 
Indian races of this species in being much paler above; the 
rufous tinge is absent but the rump and upper tail-coverts have a 
wash of fulvous ; below it is almost entirely white, with merely 
a tinge of fulvous on the posterior flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding races. 

Measurements. This is decidedly the smallest of the three 
races. Wing 63 to 66 mm.; tail 60 to 61 mm.; tarsus about 
17 mm,; eulmen about 16 to 18 min, 

Distribution. Gavhwal to North-*West Kashmir. 

Nidification. The nest of this bird was first taken by Captain 
Cook at (Julmurg in Kashmir and it has also been taken by Rattray, 
Buchanan and others in Danga Gali and Chang la Gali in the 
Murree Hills. The birds are late breeders; Capt, Cock’s nests were 
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taken jji early June and the others between the 38th and the end 
of that month. The nest is like those of the rest of the genus, a 
pad of moss, liued with a few feathers and placed high up in 
a crevice or in between the tree and some projecting piece of 
•bark. The eggs are like those of himalayanco but apparently vary 
greatly in size; twenty-five eggs average 1 5*8x 11*9 mm. and 
the greatest length and breadth are 160xl2'6 mm. and the 
least 14*8 x 11*1 and I5’0 X 11*0 min. 

Habits. This Tree-Creeper seems to be a bird of rather higher 
elevations than most, never descending below about 7,500 feet in 
the breeding season and ascending up to 10,000 feet. With this 
exception there is nothing special calling for remark about it. 

Certhia discolor .Blyth. 

Four races of this species are found within the limits of this 
work, ranging from Kepal to the extreme east of Burma and the 
Shan States; these four include one hitherto undescribed but 
referred to by Oates as being found in Karenni and as being 
inseparable from the Sikkim bird. Iwirther material, howe\ei, 
shows that when series from the two places urn compared one 
with the other they differ very greatly and chn be easily distin¬ 
guished from one another. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Lower plumage earthy-brown,fulvescent 

oil posterior flunks and abdomen .... C. d. discolor , p, 435. 

B. Lower plumage more fulvous, especially . 

on throat .;.. .". .. CV# inanipuremis, p. 43/. 

C. ’Much darker above ; chin, throat and t 

breast reddish fulvous .,. C. d. victor ice , p. 45/. 

I). Very dull, with little ferruginous above 

and no fulvous tint below . C. d. fuliyinoscc 7 p. 458. 

C\ d. fulujhwsa is nob unlike O . d. meridional™ Bob. & Kloss, 
Ibis, 1919, p. 609, but can be distinguished by its paler lower 
plumage which is more a smoky grey than dark grey and without 
any tinge of rufous on the belly. 


(451) Certhia discolor discolor. 

The Sikkim Tkee-Cjieepeb. 

Certhia discolor Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 580 (1845) (Darjeeling) ; 
Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 331. 

Vernacular names. Saddyw-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Upper plumage dark brown, streaked with fulvous; 
rump and upper tail-coverts bright ferruginous ; tail bright reddish- 
brown with red shafts and obsoiefcely cross-rayed; wings dark 
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brown with the usual fulvous, black-edged band across all J)ut the 
first four primaries ; most of the quills tipped with white and the 
later ones with a fulvous streak near the end of the outer web; 
lower plumage earthy-brown, paler and fulvescent on the posterior 
flanks and abdomen; under tail-coverts ferruginous; a cheek- 
stripe rufous or fulvous-rufous ; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
white. 


Fig, 84.—Head of C. d, discolor , 

* Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown to red-brown; bill 
above dark horny-brown, almost black on culmen, below pale 
horny; legs and feet pale fleshy-brown or pale brown. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 71 mm.; tail 75 to 77 mm.; tarsus 
about 18 mm.; culmen 13 to 15 min. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal to E. Assam, both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. The only nests and eggs of this bird recorded 
appear to be those taken by myself in North Cacliar and the 
Khasia Hills. In these hills I found the bird very rare and 
breeding only in the stunted oak forest in the former district and 
in pine-woods in the latter. In neither case did they breed below 
5,000 feet. The nests are the usual pads of moss inside a broken 
piece of bark but in the few I saw all had fairly thick linings of 
fur either of the Bamboo-rat or of a shrew. They were placed 
between 12 and 30 feet from the ground and they contained from 
3 to 5 eggs. Those are typical Tree-Creepers' eggs and some are 
not separable from brightly coloured pink eggs of himalayana and 
familiaris but as a whole they are much redder eggs, the spots 
being almost a pure red or pinky-red. Twenty-four eggs average 
16*3 x 12*6 mm., and the extremes are 17*5 X 12 9 ai}d 17 4x13 0 
mm. and 15*2x12*3 and 15*4x110 mm. The birds are early 
breeders, commencing in early April and continuing until the 
second week in May. 

Habits. The Sikkim *tree-Creeper is found north of the 
Brahmaputra between 6,000 and 10,000 feet but on the south of 
that river between 5,000 and 8,000 feet or a little higher than this 
in the Naga Hills. In its habits generally it is like all other Tree- 
Creepers but it seems to keep much to the interior of forests 
whether of pine or other trees and it is a very shy, quiet little 
bird, resenting observation nvot^than most of the other members 
of the genus* 
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(452) Certhia discolor mampurensis., 

Humus’s Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia tnanipurenm Hume, S. F., x, p. 151 (1881) (Manipur) : 

Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 331. 

Vernacular names. Voh-ti-ti-Ung (Marripuri). 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
upper parts darker and the throat more fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in C. cl. discolor . 

Measurements. Wing 66 to 71 mm. ; tail 65 to 68 nun. • tarsus 
17 to 18 mm.; culmen 15 to 16*5 mm, 

Distribution. Manipur and the Chin Hills South and East of 
that State. The bird to the East of the Irrawaddy is not known 
and may be either the Manipur bird or some oilier form. 

Nidiftoation. Nests and eggs taken by Mackenzie in the Chin 
Hills, not far from the Manipur border, are just like those of the 
Sikkim Tree'Creeper but the former were placed in small holes in 
trees. Mackenzie describes them as little pads of moss lined 
with a few feathers and a little “ fluff.” An egg sent me, one of 
a clutch of four, measures 16*5 x 12*9 mm. but others in Mr. Mac¬ 
kenzie’s own collection are longer, measuring 17*2 to 17*5 mm. 
This clutch was taken,, hard set, on the 7th of May, but. young 
birds were seen on the wing' and shot on this date. Two other 
eggs taken by Mr. F. Grant measure 16*5 x 12*4 and 15*9 x 13 mm. 

Habits. Quite similar to that of the Sikkim Tree-Creeper. 

(453) Certhia discolor victorise. 

The Chin Hills Tree-Creeper. 

Certhia victories Kippon, Bull. B, O. C., xvi, p. 87 (1906) (Mt. Vic¬ 
toria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Sikkim Tree-Creeper but much 
darker above, a blackish brown, with less fulvous; the throat, 
chin and breast are a dark reddish-fulvous and the abdomen and 
flanks are also darker and more tinged with fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 72 mm.; tail 65 to 70 mm.; tarsus 
17 to 18 mm.; culnieu 15 to 17*5 mm. 

Distribution. So far obtained only in the high peaks round 
about Mt. Victoria in the South Chin Hills. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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(45-t) Certhia discolor fuligmosa, subsp. nov. 
The Raiibstni Tree-Ceeepek. 


Description. This little Creeper lias hitherto been accepted as 
the same as the Sikkim Tree-Creeper, from which, however, it 
is very different. It is both darker and duller on the upper 
plumage, the brown blacker and the fulvous duller and less in 
extent; below, the whole plumage is a smoky brown with no tint 
y q£ fulvous anywhere. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in 0. d. discolor . 

, . No. 1903.42.24dl63,not sexed. Loi-pang Nan, Mekong, 

' 7,000- feet. April 1902' H, M. Thompson & Craddock doll. 

\ British Museum. 

Distribution. Shan States to Karenni .. /- 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. \ * 

(455) Certhia stoliczka). ^ , 

„ ggcoEiozKA’s Thee-Creepek. 

Certhia rtoliczfkcc Brooke, J. A--8. B. ; xlii, 2, 2/>6 (Sikkim) 5 

Blniif. Sc. Gates'?, p. 332. „ • 

Vernacular names. Daormojo-gajao (Cachar i). 

Description. Upper pfumage black, streaked with fulvous; the 
wing-coverts black with fulvous tips ; rump.and upper tail-coverts 
ferruginous; tail brown, the shafts reddish* and the outer webs 
tinged with reddish ; quills dark bfown, all but therfirpt four with 
the usual oblique fulvous and black band; the quills tipped with 
buff and with a subfcerminal band of buff on the outer webs; chin 
and throat whitish ; feathers round the eye, supercilium and cheeks 
buff; centre of breast and abdomen pale fulvous ; sides of these 
parts, vent and under tnil-coverts deep ferruginous; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown; upper mandible dark 
horny- brown; base of upper and whole lower mandible pale 
horny ; legs and feet pale fleshy horny. 

Measurements. Wing 37 to 74 mm.; tail (54 to 71 min.; tarsus 
about 18 mm.; culmen 13 to 18 nun., generally about 16 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim and Bhutan to E. Assam. I found it 
in the North Cachar Hills at 5,000 feet in winter and it possibly 
extends to the Naga Hills and Manipur. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Those of tbe genus. In 3SF. Cachar it haunted the 
stunted oak forests between 5,000 and 6,000 feet, scrambling in 
and out of the long moss which covered every tree and hunting 
for insects in the masses of orchids and long streamers of moss 
as well as in the crevices in the bark. I never heard it utter any¬ 
thing but a very low squeak and it seemed a very silent bird. 
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Germs SALPOENIS Gray, 1847, 


The genus Salpornis contains two species, one Indian and the 
other African. It differs from Gertkia in many remarkable 
respects, although bearing a great general resemblance to it. It 
has an extremely long, pointed wing, with a minute first primary, 
whilst the second primary reaches to the end of the wing. The 
foot, also, is differently shaped. 



Fig. 85.—Foot of Salpornis . 


Salpornis has a typical Certhia’s bill, though it is longer than il¬ 
ls in most birds of that genus ; the tarsus is short and the hind 
claw is much shorter than the hind toe. The tail is composed of 
12 soft, rounded feathers and is nearly square. 

The sexes are alike and the young are similar to the adult. 
There is apparently no spring moult. 


(456) Salpornis spilonotus. 

THJ3 &POTTKD-G KEY CrilSEPEIt. 


Cerihia spilonota Frank!, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 121 (Gauges between 
Calcutta aud Benares). 

Salpoi'nis spilonota. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 833. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



Fig. 86,—Head of S. spilonota *. 


Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail black, spotted 
and barred with white; forehead and crown brownish ; a broad 
white superciliurn ; lores and a line through the eye unspotted 
black; chin and throat white, the sides of the latter sometimes 
speckled with black ; lower plumage pale cinnamon-fulvous barred 
with black and with white tips to some of the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above dark blackish 
horny, below pale horny ; legs and feet dark plumbeous. 



Measurements* Length about 150 mm.; wing 84 to 91 mm.; 
tail 45 to 52 mm*; tarsus about 17 turn .; culmeu 21 to 24 nun. 


Distribution. Nothing has been added to our knowledge of this 
bird's distribution since 1889. Throughout a considerable portion 
of the plains of India, from the foot of the Himalayas South to 
the Kistna River. On the West the limits of this species appear 
to be Gurgaon,,Sambhar, Ajmer and Abu. Further South it has 
been met with at Dhulia in Kliandesb and Blanford records it 
from Chanda, Sirancha and the G-odavari Valley. Bali obtained 
it at Sambulpar and at various localities in Chutia Nagpore and I 
have seen a specimen collected somewhere in Behar. 

Nidification. The nest of this bird was first taken by Cleveland 
at Gurgaon on the 16th of April and subsequently Mr. T. R. Bell 
took a good many nests during March and April at Khandesh. 
The nests are extraordinary and bear no resemblance to those of 
Tree-Creepers of the genus Certhia. They are shallow cup-shaped 
affairs made of a matted mass of scraps of leaf-stalks and leaves, 
bits of bark and lichen bound together with spiders’ webs and 
decorated externally with lichen, spiders’ egg-bags, and caterpillar 
excreta. The position selected is the horizontal branch of a tree, 
generally at some point where a vertical twig or shoot can be used 
ns a support to one of the sides. The nests are always placed in 
leafless trees on the bare branches aud are practically invisible 
from below, so that the birds must be watched on to the nests 
before they can be found. Sometimes, however, the sitting hen 
gives away her position by answering her mate as he sits singing 
in the vicinity of the nest. The number of eggs seen) to be 
nearly always two and very rarely three and these, too, are quite 
unlike what we should have expected. The ground-colour is a 
grey, or greenish-white accordiug to Cleveland, and the markings 
consist of very dark brown tiny spots and specks sparsely scattered 
over the greater part of the egg but sometimes more numerous in 
an ill-defined cap or ring at the larger end. Cleveland’s egg 
measured 17*3 x 13*4 mm. and those given me by Mr. Bell 
average about 16*9 x 13*0 mm. The surface is smooth and fine 
but dull and not very hard. 

Habits. This Creeper is a bird of the plains, being found in 
small flocks in winter and in pairs as soon as the breeding season 
commences. Davidson found it not uncommon in Xhandesh, 
common in the northern end of the Western Ghats along the 
Tapfci River. The country here is hot and low-lying, mostly flat but 
containing small wooded hills. They haunt the larger trees for 
preference, but are also sometimes found on smaller ones and they 
frequent both forest and more open well-wooded country. Their 
actions on a tree are much the same as those of birds of the genus 
Certhia and they are equally active and quick in their movements. 
Blanford records their flight as rather swift and their call as a 
whistling note. 
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Genus TICHODEOMA ffiger, 1811. 


The genus Tichodroma contains the one species, the well-known 
'Wall-Creeper, which breeds throughout the higher Himalayas, 
descending lower in the winter. 

The Wall-Creeper, in addition to a complete autumn moult, 1ms 
a partial one in the spring by which the colour of the chin and 
throat is changed. The sexes differ slightly from one another in 
summer. The young birds resemble the adults in winter plumage 
very closely, but they have more spots on the wings and these 
rufous instead of white. They also have less crimson on the 
wing. 

IHchodroma has a very long, slender and almost straight hill, 
longer than the head, with long, narrow slits for nostrils. The 
wing is extremely large, but rounded, not pointed, the first 
primary being about half the length of the second and the second 
and third also shorter than the tip of the wing. The tail is com¬ 
posed of twelve soft feathers, about half as long as the wing and 
very slightly rounded. The tarsus is smooth and the hind claw 
longer than its toe. 



Fig. 87.—-Head of T. muraria. 


(457) Tichodroma muraria. 

The W all-Creeper* 


Certain muraria Linn., S. N., i. p. 184 (1766) (S. Europe). 

Tichodroma muraria. Rlanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 334. 

Vernacular names. JJewal Qahjuk (Pushtu); Sag-gorsa-lamdong- 
pho (Lepcha); Sugijnirotsu (Chamba). 

Description. In winter plumage the forehead, crown, nape and 
ear-coverts are brown; a ring round the eye and a short super- 
cilium white; lores mixed ashy and brown ; hind neck, hack and 
scapulars ashy grey; rump and upper tail-coverts iron-grey : 
lesser wing-coverts bright crimson; the outer greater coverts and 
prim ary-co verts brown on the inner and dull crimson on the outer 
webs ; the inner greater coverts and inner secondaries brown 
tinged with ashy; winglet brown; quills black tipped with 
whitish; the outer webs of the primaries and outer secondaries, 
except the first three, with the basal halves crimson ; the first four 
primaries each with two large white spots on the inner webs ; tail 
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black tipped with ashy, which gradually changes to white and 
increases in extent towards the outer tail-feathers ; chin and 
throat pure white; remainder of lower plumage ashy slate, the 
under tail-coverts fringed with white ; axillaries crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black* 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to 180 mm.; wing 94 
to 102 nun.; tail about 50 to 54 mm.; tarsus 25 to 27 ruin.; 
culrnen 27 to 32 mm. 

In summer the crown of the head becomes grey and the chin 
and throat black. The female has generally rather less black on 
the throat than the mule. 

The young resemble the adult in winter plumage but there is 
less crimson on the wing and all the quills have each two rufous 
spots on the inner web. These spots gradually disappear, except 
on the first four large primaries, where they eventually turn white. 

Distribution. The mountains of Europe and Asia, breeding 
throughout the Himalayas at suitable elevations and descending 
lower in winter, occasionally venturing actually into the plains in 
exceptionally cold weather. 

Nidification. The Wall-Creeper breeds throughout the Hima¬ 
layas between 14,000 and 16,000 feet, in some cases as low as 
12,000 feet. Whitehead found it breeding in Chitral and the 
lvurram Valley and Whvmper actually found its nest with young in 
•June in the Lidar Valley in Qarhwal. The young were old enough 
to leave the n©3t on the 27th of that month. In Tibet it breeds in 
some numbers just above theGyantsePlains at little over 12,000 feet, 
laying in the early part of May onwards. Owing to the inacces¬ 
sible places in which it builds and to its habit; of placing its nest 
deep down in crevices of unbreakable rock, few nests have been 
taken in India, though the Tibetans know well many places in 
which it breeds. The nest is just a pad of moss and grass, more 
or less mixed and Jined with wool, fur or hair, wedged 
into the bottom of some deep but narrow crevice of the rock-face 
of a precipitous cliff. The eggs number four to six and are 
pure, but rather dull, white with a few specks and spots of black 
or deep red-brown at the larger end. In shape they are broad 
ovals, decidedly compressed and pointed at the smaller end. The 
measurements of 26 eggs, including 15 mentioned by Hartert, 
are:—average 21*3X 14*9 mm. ; maxima 22*7 x 15*7 and 20*8 x 
16*0 min., minima 20*0x14 0 mm. 

Habits. This beautiful little bird haunts the face of precipitous 
cliffs aud great rocks, scuttling about over their surface just as the 
Tree-Creepers do over the trunks of* great trees. Unlike the 
Tree-Creepers, however, they have a habit of constantly fluttering 
about the holes and crevices as they search for their insect food, 
and, when so employed, they are singularly like large and beautiful 
butterflies. This curious habit has earned them the name of 
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Butterfly-birds in many languages and in countries as far apart 
as Switzerland and Eastern Tibet. Their trivial name of Wall- 
Creeper is given them on account of their resorting to the walls 
of buildings and retaining walls of roads etc, when they leave 
their wilder, uninhabited summer forests and visit the lower hills 
and plains of Europe. It is a not uncommon cage-bird in 
Switzerland and will lay freely in captivity, though no instances 
are recorded of their rearing any young under these conditions. 
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Family TROGLODYTIDiE* 

The birds of this family are very close to those of the last, but 
seem to be sufficiently divided by the short, rounded wings of the 
Wrens as compared with the longer, pointed wings of the Tree- 
Creepers ; the tarsi also are longer and the bill, though varying 
in shape from the curious wedge-shaped bill of SphenocicJila to the 
thin, narrow bill of Troglodytes , is never like the long, slight bill 
of Certhia with the cuhnen curved downwards practically from 
its base. 

In the Troglodytklce the tail is composed of soft feathers 
numbering from 6 in Pnocpyga and 10 in Spelceomis to 12 in 
others; the tarsi and feet are very strong; there are no rictal 
bristles except in the rather aberrant genus Tesia. The young of 
the spotted forms are much less barred or spotted than the adults, 
whilst the young of Tesia have quite a different coloration to that 
of either parent. In some of the genera the sexes are alike, 
whilst in others they differ greatly. 

Key to Genera. 


A. Without any rictal bristles. 

Tail much shorter than wing. 
a'. Tail of twelve feathers. 
a". Tail not greatly graduated, the outer¬ 
most feathers about three-quarters 

length of central. Troglodytes, p. 444. 

b''. Tail much graduated, outermost 

feathers only half length of central. Elaohitra, p. 448. 

b\ Tail of ten feathers .. Spikubobnis, p. 451. 

o'. Tail of six feathers . Pnokfyga, p. 4G7. 

b. Tail and wing about the same in length . Sphf.nocichla, p. 460. 

13. With well-developed rictal bristles . Tjesia, p. 462. 


Genus TROGLODYTES YieilK, 1807. 

The name Troglodytes has been rejected as it was first applied 
to an American Wren; as this species, however, is quite con¬ 
generic with the English Wren, of which the Indian forms are 
but local races, it should be retained. 

In Troglodytes the sexes are alike and the young bird is similar 
to the adult. The bill is very slender and feeble and about half the 
length of the head; the wing is extremely short and rounded, 
the first primary being about two-thirds the length of the second ; 
the tail, of 12 feathers, is shorter than the wing and not very 
much graduated, the outer feathers being about three-quarters 
the length of the central ones; the tarsi and claws are long and 
slender. 
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Troglodytes troglodytes. 

Key to Subspecies* 

A. Upper plumage very dark rufous-brown .. T. t. nipalensis , p, 445, 

B. Upper plumage rufous-brown, not very dark. 1\ t, talifuensis, p.446. 
0. Upper plumage a much paler rufous-brown. 

a. Wing 47 to 51 mm.; culmen II to 


11’5 mm.. . . 2\ t. neglectu$ f p. 446, 

h. Wing 53 to 56 mm.; culmen about 
13 mm...■.... T. t. tibetanus y p. 448. 



Fig. 88 .—Head of T. t. nipalemis . 


(458) Trogolodytes troglodytes nipalensis. 

The Nepal YYben. 

Troglodytes nipalensis Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. S, B., xiv, p. 589 
(1845) (Nepal). , * 

tAnorthura nipalensis . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 337. 

Vernacular names MarcheJc-pho (Lepcba). 

Description. Upper plumage dark rufous-brown, tho lower 
back, wings and tail closely barred with black; sides of the head, 
lores and an indistinct supercilium brown with tiny rufous-ashy 
spots; lower plumage rufous-brown, almost immaculate on the 
chin, throat and upper breast in old birds, elsewhere closely 
barred with black, often with some albescent on the belly and 
with some white spots on the under tail-coverts. 

Borne birds have a few small white spots on the lesser and 
median wing-coverls, a feature found occasionally in all the races 
of this species. In the same way the barring on the sides of tho 
throat and neck varies very much in extent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill dark brown, fleshy at the 
base; legs fleshy-brown to horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 95 nun.; wing 48 to 53 min.; 
tail 27 to 39 nun.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmen II to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim and Nepal to Bhutan. Specimens from 
Garhwal appear to be of this race, whilst those from Simla are 
nearer to neglectm. m Specimens collected by AVhymper are un¬ 
doubtedly nipalensis but Osmaston records two specimens of 
neglectus taken by him in the Northern parts of Garhwal. Very 
possibly Garhwal forms the connecting area between the two sub¬ 
species. 
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Niiification. The only collector who has seen the nest and 
eo-gs of this Wren is Mr'. S. L. Whymper, who describes them as 
follows:—“Two nests were found with eggs and three with 
voung birds, all in crevices in birch-trees, from 20 to 30 feet up, 
n decidedly different situation to all the nests of the Kashmir 
Wren I have seen or heard of. The nests were large and domed, 
made of moss, grass and leaves arid very thickly lined with 
feathers. The eggs were white with a few red specks.” An egg 
subsequently sent me by Mr. Whymper measures 16'6x 12-6 mm. 
and is not distinguishable from those of t. neglect us. It was 
taken on the 29th of June. 

Habits. There is not much on record about this Wren but the 
habits are not likely to differ from those of neglectus. Whymper 
found it in Tehri-Garliwal between 11,000 and 13,000 feet. In 
Sikkim. Blanford found it hunting over loose, moss-covered stones, 
Constantly entering the crevices between the blocks and emerging 
a c a i n a - a considerable distance. He usually saw the birds in 
small families, three or four together, hunting on the ground and 
low bushes and with the same predilection for exploring hollows 
under stones. 


(459) Troglodytes troglodytes talifuensis. 

The Yunnan W ken. 

Troglodytes talifuensis Sharpe, Bull. B. O. C., xiii, p, 7 7 (liX)2) 
(Tuliiu, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the preceding race but not bo dailv 
either above or below. 

Colours of soft parts as in T. t. nipedensis. 

Measurements. AVing 47 to 52 min,; tail 21) mm.; tarsus 
about 17 to 18 nun,; culmen 11 to 11*5 mm. 

The spotting on the wing-coverts is very conspicuous on the 
type-specimen hut in others is no more developed than m many 
specimens of the other subspecies, aud this appears to be purely 
an individual characteristic. 

Distribution, Yunnan, Shan States and Northern Siam, 

Nidification unknown. 

Habit3. Nothing recorded. 

(460) Troglodytes troglodytes neglectus. 

The Kashmir When. 

Troglodytes neglectus Brooks, J. A. S. B.,xii, p. 328 (1872) (Kashmir). 

Anorthw a neglect a. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 338, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



Description. Like T. t. nipdlensi& but very much paler all over. 
The brown is not nearly so deep, less rufous and in some eases 
with almost a grey tint. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel-brown; bill horny- 
brown or fleshy-browm 

Measurements. I cannot make out this bird to be smaller than 
T '. t> nipaltnsis or to have visibly smaller or weaker feet and legs 
than that bird. Wing 47 to 51 mm.; tail 26 to 30 mm.; tarsus 
19 to 20 mm,; culinen 11 to 11 5 mm. 

Troglodytes matfrathi ( Whitehead, Bull. B. O. C., xxi, p, 19, 
1907 : Sated Koh) cannot be separated from neglectus. 

Distribution. From the border hills of ‘Afghanistan and Balu¬ 
chistan throughout the whole of Kashmir to the Simla Hills, 

Nidification. Whitehead found the Kashmir Wren breeding on 
the Safed Koh between 8,500 and 12,000 feet and it breeds 
freely throughout Kashmir between 6,000 and 10,000 feet. The 
most usual form of nest is a large domed affair, constructed prin¬ 
cipally of moss and densely lined with feathers,- which is placed 
on the ground on a bank between the roots of a pine or under a 
boulder; more rarely they may be placed among creepers on a 
tree or in a specially dense bunch of foliage. Davidson, however, 
also took eggs from holes both in banks and trees in which the 
nests consisted merely of a few feathers and a few odd scraps of 
other materials. The eggs number four or live and are a pure 
white in ground-colour with a few specks and spots of pale red, 
never numerous and sometimes altogether wanting. The shell is 
frail and the texture fine but glossless. In shape they are ovals, 
often inclined lo be pointed at the smaller end. Fifty eggs 
average 16*8x 12*3 mm. and the extremes are: maxima 18‘1 x 
12T and 17*6x13*2 mm.: minima 14*6x 10*3 mm. 

The breeding season is from the end of May to the end of June 
or early July. 

Habits. The habits of the Kashmir Wren differ but little from 
those of its European relation but it is more of a forest bird than 
a haunter of the immediate neigbourhood of man. It is the same 
restless hut secretive little bird, hopping about the undergrowth 
or hunting rocks and boulders for spiders and other insects. Some- 
* times it may be seen scrambling among the creepers, moss and 

orchids on some fallen tree or mass of boulders, sometimes it flits 
in little jerky flights from one tangle of bushes to another, 
whilst yet again it may be noticed making occasional visits to the 
lower branches of trees with ample foliage cover. Its note and 
song are said to very closely resemble those of the.English Wren 
and, like that bird, it subsists almost entirely on an insect diet. 
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(461) Troglodytes troglodytes tibetanus. 

The Tibetan Wren. 

Anorthura libetana Walton, Bull. B. O. C., xv, p. 93 (1905) (Kharnba 
Jong, Tibet). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Exactly like T. L neglectus except that it is de¬ 
cidedly bigger. 

Colours of soft parts. None noted. 

Measurements. Wing 53 and 56 mm.; tail 33 mm.; tarsus 17 
and 18 nun.; culmen 13 mm. 

Distribution. Kharnba Jong, Tibet. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Walton records (Ibis, 1906, p. 74) that he shot several 
of those Wrens at Kharnba Jong in. the autumn : u They occurred 
there during very cold weather, when all the streams were frozen 
hard, except one that; was supplied by a clear warm spring.” 


Genus ELACHTJRA Oates, 1889. 

This genus was created by Oates for the little Wren Troglodytes 
fonnosus ( pun eta t its), which differs from the typical birds of the 
genus Troglodytes in having a much stouter bill and a more 
graduated tail. I 1 he plumage in Elachura is spotted and not 
barred. 

In Elachura the sexes are alike and the young are probably 
similar to the adult. The bill is stout and almost half the length 
of the head. The wing is very short and rounded and the first 
primary is about two-thirds the length of the second. The tail is 
well graduated, the outer feathers reaching to about the middle 
of the central ones. The tarsi, toes and claw.s are long and 
strong. There are only two species known and one of these, 
Elachura haplvnota , is represented by a single specimen. 


Key to Species.* 

A. Upper plumage spotted... Elachura formosa,* p. 449. 

B. Upper plumage uuspotted.. Elachura haplonota , p. 450. 


* Xbo name punctata cannot be used for this little Wren as Troglodytes 
pun dotUs is already preoccupied by Brehm. Troglodytes fonnosus of Walden 
is therefore the next available. 
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(462) Elachura foraosa. 

The Spotted When* 


Troglodytes formosus Walden,'.Ibis, 1874, p. 91 (Darjeeling). 

Elachura punctata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 339. 

Vernacular names. Marchek-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. The upper plumage and wing-coverts dart brown; 
tinged with rufous on the lower rump and upper tail-coverts, 
each feather with a small, subtenninal white spot bordered above 
and below with black; inner webs of quills brown, the outer 
barred with chestnut and black; tail recldish-brown, cross-barred 
with black ; lower plumage pale fulvous, inclining to rufous on 
the abdomen and flanks, each feather with a triangular white 
spot, above which is a smaller black one; all the feathers delicately 
vermiculated with white, 



Fig. 89.—Head of E.forniosa. 


Colours of soft parts, .Iris brown; legs horny-brown; bill 
horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 11.0 to 115 mm.; wing 49 
to 60 mm.; tail 30 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culmen 11 to 
12 nun. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam. Stevens records- 
obtaining his specimens at Panchnoi, Dafla Hills, at quite low 
elevations. 

Nidilication. Several clutches of this Wren’s eggs were obtained' 
by Mr. W. P. Masson and Mr. K. Macdonald in Sikkim round 
about Darjeeling and in Native Sikkim. The former reported 
thorn as very common on the Singa-lila Ridge above 9,000 feet. 
The nest was described as a deep, semi-domed cup made of dead 
leaves, grass, roots, etc., densely lined with leathers and placed 
m t he ground on a bank, half hidden in fallen rubbish or well 
oncealed by the undergrowth. The eggs seem to number 3 or 4 
nlv and are rather glossy, with a fine hard surface. In colour 
ley are pure white with a few specks of reddish-brown. The 
>w eggs I have seen measured about 16*5x 12*5 ram. 

Habits. Mr. Masson informed me that th$se birds were typical 
little Wrens in their behaviour, keeping much to their legs and 
apparently loth to take wing unless very hard pressed. As 
they live principally in deep forest with plentiful undergrowth 
and much broken with moss-covered boulders and rocks, it is not 
often one can force them to flight. 
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(463) Elachura baplonota. 

The Plain Brown Wren. 


Elachura haplonota Stuart Baker, Ibis, 1892, p. 62 (Hungrum, 
N. Caehar). 

Vernacular names. Tinglin-rvi-gajeha (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wing-coverts dark 
umber brown, rather lighter on the rump and upper tail-coverts, 
the feathers obsoletely edged with rather pale sienna-brown; 
wings dark cinnamon-brown on the exposed parts and dark brown 
where unexposed in the closed wing; tail brown, tinged with 
cinnamon-red but not so strongly as are the wing-quills; lores 
fulvous-brown, dusky next the eyes; chin and throat white 
tinged with fulvous and the feathers, except in the centre, tipped 
with dusky ; breast and sides of the neck fulvous-brown, the 
feathers tipped brown and subtipped white, the white being 
most prominent in the centre of the breast; centre of abdomen 
white; flanks and under tail-coverts fulvous-brown, some of the; 
feathers of the former tipped white; thighs greyish-brown, the 
shafts of the feathers paler ; under wing-coverts grey; axil Juries, 
dark fulvous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light red ; bill dark horny, slightly 
paler on commissure and tip; gape black, mouth bluish-fleshy; 
legs sanguineous-fleshy, the claws still paler. 

Measurements. Length in the flesh 104 mm.; wing 50 mm.; 
tail 40 mm.; tarsus 15 mm.; culmen 10 mm. 

Distribution. The only specimen known was obtained on the 
Hungrum Peak, N. Caehar Hills, at 6,400 feet. 

Hidification. The nest, upon which the above bird was trapped, 
was made of skeleton leaves, dead leaves, roots, tiny twigs and 
grass bents fairly well bound together, covered outside with 
loose dead leaves and compactly lined with skeleton leaves. In 
shape it was a very deep cup about 81 mm. across its broadest 
part by about 135 mm. deep and it was placed under a fallen 
tree, supported by fallen branches and rubbish, the fallen , tree 
itself forming the top of the nest. 

The eggs, three in number, were pure glossy white, one faint-1 
speckled and the others more strongly marked with pale reddish 
brown. They measure about 17'2 x 13*1 mm. 

The nest was taken on the 11th May in very dense secondary 
growth in which many dead trees were left lying. 

Habits. The two birds seen when watching the above nes 
were just like birds of the germs Pmepyga in habits, very activ 
and restless, quick on their legs but slow and feeble in thei 
flight. Other birds seen but not procured, with a nest similar t 
that above described, were just as shy and restless. The call-note 
is a loud, clear whistle and there is also a constantly-uttered soft 

chir. ,? The bird, trapped on its nest, had fed on ants and a 
species of tiny bright blue beetle. 
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Genus SPELJ20RNI8 Sharpe, 1881. 

The name Urodchla is pre-occupied but the birds placed by 
Sharpe in that genus are congeneric with those which he placed 
in his following new genus $pelceornis in the Catalogue of Birds. 
This name is therefore applicable. 

The birds of this genus have short, rounded tails of 10 feathers 
only; the plumage is soft and full and the feathers squamated ; 
the bill is like that of Elachura and Troglodytes but stouter than 
either; the tarsi are long and strong and the feet the same. The 
sexes are alike but the young differ from the adults in being 
unmarked above and, generally, in having redder wing-quills. 

Key to Species. 

A, Lower plumage without any black and [p» 451, 

white bars .*. S. longicaudatus y 

B. Lower plumage barred with black and 

white . S' caudatusj p. 456. 

Spelseornis longicaudatus. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Under parts fulvous-rufous, neither barred [p. 452. 

nor spotted . S. 1. longicaudatus , 

B. Under parts rufous with black terminal 

spots.. S.l.chocolatinus , p. 453. 

C. Under parts principally grey, more or less 

tinged with rufous on flanks. 

a . No distinct spots on lower plumage ... S. 1. reptatus, p. 455. 

b. Lower plumage conspicuously marked 

with dark brown terminal ami dull 

white subtenrinal spots.. S.l. smlummsis , p. 453. 

c. Sides of breast more strongly tinged with 

rufous and spotting on lower plumage 

less conspicuous... S.l, kaunensis , p. 454. 

D. Whole lower plumage practically white 

with triangular black tips. S.l. oatesi, p. 455. 

At present there is so little material available for examination 
that it is difficult to say whether or not some of the hitherto 
so-called species are even good subspecies and with better series 
some may have to be done away with. Spelceornis 1. Icauriensis , 
for instance, is very probably nothing more than feebly marked 
specimens of S. 1. sinlumensis , both occurring in the Bhanio Hills 
at about the same elevation. On the other hand, more material 
might possibly sbow that in Spelceornis longicaudatus , Spelceornis 
sinlumensis and Spelceornis oatesi we have three quite good species. 
For the present it seems safer to retain them all as geographical 
races of longicaudatus, dealing with them more definitely when 
we have more specimens for examination. 
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(464) Spelseornis loiigicaudatus longicaudatus. 

The Assam. Long-tailed Wben\ 

Fnoepyga longicciudata, Moore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 7 (N. India* Khasia 
Hills). 

Urovickla longicaudata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 340. 

Vernacular names. Tin-Vm-rui (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Sorehead to hind neck olive-brown, each feather 
with a narrow dark brown or blackish margin; rump, upper tail- 
coverts and tail olive-brown with a rufous tinge; coverts and 
wing brown, with the greater part of the outer webs of the 
feathers chestnut-brown; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts deep 
ashy; the whole lower plumage ferruginous, the feathers of the 
throat and breast with numerous small brown specks, most 
conspicuous in newly moulted birds; middle of the abdomen white. 



Fig. 90.—Head of 8. 1. longicaudaius . 


Colours of soft parts. Iris red in adults, brown in the young ; 
bill dark horny-brown to blackish ; legs and feet light brown. 

Measurements. Length about 115 min.; wing 49 to 60 mm.; 
tail 45 to 48 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; culinen about 12 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, apparently not 
Manipur and not the extreme Eastern Naga Hills. 

Nidification, This curious little Wren breeds in considerable 
numbers in the Khasia Hills but is much more rare in the 
adjoining Caebar and Naga Hills. It commences breeding in 
early April and eggs may be found to the end of June. The 
nests of this Wren and all others of the genus are sui generis and 
cannot be confounded with those of any other bird. The outer part 
consists of dead leaves, withered grass, a few roots and sometimes 
a few bamboo spathes, but all the materials are of a very damp 
and rotten description, falling to pieces directly the nest is moved 
from its original position. The lining, however, is quite water¬ 
proof and consists of ft material exactly resembling papier m&cht y 
apparently made of skeleton leaves and some soft iibrous stuff 
worked into a pulp and then spread over the whole interior of 
the nest in a very neat cup. The.nest itself is a long oval, 
generally completely domed, sometimes only partially so, and is 
placed on the ground on some sloping bank among weeds or 
scrub in damp, evergreen forest. The eggs number two to four 
and are pure, but dull white, sparsely speckled, chiefly at the 
larger end, with reddish-brown. The texture is fine and close 
and the shell fairly stout. In shape they are broad, obtuse ovals. 
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Fifty* eggs average 18*4x14*9 mm. and the extremes of length 
and breadth are 19*9x15*0; 18*6x15*9; 18*0x15*0 and 
18*4 x 19*5 mm. 

Habits. The Long-tailed Wren is found between about 3,500 
and 6,500 feet, resident and breeding* w herever found. It haunts 
principally dense, evergreen forest with lots of weed and fern 
undergrowth and especially those places where the ground is 
rough and broken with big boulders. Among these it creeps 
and climbs just as the Common Wren does, but it is even less 
inclined to fly than that bird and seeks safety by dodging into 
crevices and holes between the boulders. Even when disturbed 
from the nest, which it will not leave until the hand almost 
touches it, it merely flies a foot or two and then drops into the 
undergrowth and scurries away on foot. It is a very silent 
bird but I have heard it give a loud, clear whistle much like the 
call of Phoepyga and after being disturbed it will continue to 
utter its soft chirring note for some minutes. It is entirely 
insectivorous. 

(465) Spelseornis longicaudatus chocolatinus. 

Gon wrsr-A itsten’ s W ren. 

Pnoepyga ckocolatina Godw.-Aust., Ibis, 1875, p, 5152 (Kedimai, 
Manipur). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage and wings fulvous-brown, more 
rufous on lower back, rump and tail; feathers of head and back 
obsoletely fringed with darker brown; lores aud line through eye 
grey ; chin albescent; centre of belly and breast white, splashed 
with rufous ; throat, upper breast, sides of lower breast and Hanks 
rufous, the feathers with black terminal edges and subtipped with 
white; under tail-coverts darker rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. 64 Bill dark brown. Legs pale flesh- 
colour” (G.-A.). 

Measurements. Wing 47 and 50 mm.; tail 36 and 40 mm.; 
tarsus 20 mm.; culinen 10 and 11 mm. 

Distribution. The only two specimens known were obtained by 
Godwin-Austen at Kedimai, Manipur, about 4,000 feet altitude. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(466) Spelaeornis longicaudatus sinlumensis. 

The StNLtJM Wren. 

Zlroclchla sinlumemia Harington, A. M. N. H., ser. 8, ii, p. 246 
(1908) (Sinlurn, Bhamo Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Above like S. I . longicaudatus but more fulvous, 
less orange and with the dark bars better defined, below ashy- 
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grey, the feathers with black terminal bars and conspicuous sab- 
terminal white spots ; centre of throat and upper breast whitish ; 
under tail-coverts rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris reddish-brown ; bill black; legs 
brownish ” (Harington), 

Measurements. Wing 48 and 51 m ; tail 86 to 87 mm.; 
tarsus 21 mm,; culmen 12 mm. “Total length about 4*1 ” 
( = 104 mm.) ( Harinrjton ). 

Distribution. Smliim, Bhamo Hills. 

Nidification. Nests of this Wren taken by Col. Harington and 
Mr. F, Grant were just like those of S. I . lonf/ioandatus , that is to 
say oval-shaped, domed nests made principally with dead leaves 
and lined with the. same papier mdchv substance which appears to 
be used by all the birds of tins genus. They were placed on the 
ground in forest, on banks in dense undergrowth. The live eggs 
sent to me are all quite like those of S. 1, longiccnidatus, white 
eggs well speckled with dark red, but of three eggs in one clutch 
taken by Col. Harington two were pure white and the third very 
faintly freckled. Eight eggs average 19*0x14*6 mm. and the 
extremes are 20*7 x 15*6 and 18*1 x 141 mm. 

May and June seem to be the breeding season and apparently 
the nests were all found at about 6,000 feet elevation. 

Habits. Harington describes this Wren as an inveterate skulker 
and very hard to obtain though its loud, powerful song may often 
be heard. It keeps almost entirely to dense forest with thick 
undergrowth between 5,000 and 8,000 feet. 


(407) Spelaeornis longicaudatus kauriensis. 

IIaiungton’s Long-tailed W ken. 

Urociehla kauriensis Harington, A. M. NVH,, ser. 8, ii, p. 246 (1008) 
(Wtttan, Bhamo Hills). 

Vernacular names, None recorded. 

Description. Very close indeed to 8, 1. sinlumemis but the 
throat and breast a shade more fulvous-grey, a little redder 
perhaps on the flanks and with the markings on the under 
plumage less distinct. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris dark red; bill dark horn-colour; 
legs light brown” ( Harington ). 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 48 mm.; tail about 80 mm. 
(damaged); tarsus about 20 mrn.; eulincn about 12*5 mm. 

Distribution. The only two specimens known were both taken 
at Watan, Bhamo Hills, at about 7,000 feet. 

I retain t his race with very great doubt and am convinced that 
with a better series of this and the previous form the S, L rinlu- 
viensis will have to be suppressed, Kauriensis, it should be 
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.noted, will be retained because it appears earlier on the same page 
than that of sinlmnensis. 

Nidification. The two specimens sent by Col. Harington to the 
British Museum were shot when building their nest in low scrub- 
jungle at the edge of dense forest. 

Habits. In episto'la Col. Harington says that they are the same 
determined ijtfcle skulkers as the Sin him Wren, with similar 
haunts, habits and voice. 

(468) Spelseornis longicaudatus reptatus. 

Binghams Long-tailed Wren. 

UrocicJda reptata Bingham, Bull. B. 0. C., xiii, p. 54 (1903) (Loi- 
pang-Nan, Mekong Valley). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to sinlumensis but with wing, more cinna¬ 
mon-chestnut, below all grey with no white on throat and breast 
and with the dark bars and paler spots obsolete; the sides of 
breast and flanks are more rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris crimson ; bill dark brown ; legs 
and feet brown ” {Forrest). 

Measurements. Wing 47 nun*; tail damaged ; tarsus 20 mm.; 
culmen 13 mm. 

Distribution. East of Kengtung on the Mekong Valley at about 
7,000 feet and on the Shweli-Salwin Divide in Yunnan. 

Nidiftcation and Habits. Nothing recorded and only one speci¬ 
men obtained by Harington and a second by Dor rest in Yunnan 
at about 8,000 feet in December 1919 in a thicket. Nests and 
eggs sent me by a collector from Thoungyi, Southern Shan States, 
are probably of this race but the birds’ skins sent are too frag¬ 
mentary to distinguish with any certainty. The nests are exactly 
like those of the Assam Long-tailed Wren, as are the eggs which 
measure 18*5x14*9 mm. 

The two clutches, each of three.slightly incubated eggs, were 
taken on the 16th and 28th April respectively. 

(169) Spelseornis longicaudatus oatesi, 

Eippqn s Long-tailed Wren. 

Urooichla oatesi Kippon, Bull. B. 0, C., xiv, p. 83 (1904) (Mt. Vic¬ 
toria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage and wings fulvous-brown, with 
faint dark margins to the feathers and slightly more rufous on the 
rump and tail; lores, sides of forehead and cheeks grey; ear- 
coverts greyish-fulvous to golden-brown; below white with 
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triangular terminal spots of blackish brown ; in some cases the 
lower plumage is faintly tinged with fulvous, especially on the 
sides; Hunks brown obscurely barred with blackish ; under tail- 
coverts rufous The white colour of the lower parts at once 
distinguishes this race from all the others. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown ; bill dark horny-brown ; 
legs brownish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 49 imn.; tail 37 to 39 mm.; 
tarsus 21 mm.; culmen 12 to 13mm. 

Distribution, Chin Hills above 5,000 feet. 

.Nidification. Major Venning and Mr. F. Grant found this 
Wren breeding in the Chin Hills between 5,000 and 9,000 feet in 
March, April and May, eggs being found between the 12th 
March and the 24th May, two fresh eggs having been taken on 
1 the latter date. The nest is typical of that of the genus. 
Venning describes one taken by him as u a large, oval, domed-shaped 
structure, composed of. an outer layer of dead leaves, canna 
leaves, coarse grass, etc., inside which was a layer of grass stems, 
fibres and a little moss, the cup being lined up to the level of the 
•entrance with a plaster about T \ inch thick, composed, as far as I 
•could determine, of a substance which looked like chewed thistle 
stem or chewed grass. The dimensions were: exterior height 
iu., diameters 5 in. and 4 in.” Other nests taken were exactly 
like the one described ; they were all placed on damp ground in 
undergrowth or grass in forest. 

The eggs, which number two to four in a full clutch, are not 
distinguishable from those of the Assam race. Fifteen eggs 
average about 18*2 x 14*6 mm. 

Habits. There is practically nothing on record about this bird, 
but it is not likely that its habits differ in any way from those of 
the other races. It, however, seems occasionally to be found in 
rather more open country. 


(470) Spelseornis caudatus. 


The Tailed Whe>i\ 

Testa cat/data Blvtb, J. A. S. B., xiy, p. 589 (1845) (Darjiling). 

Urocichla caudata. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 341. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and sides of the head grey ; the whole upper 
plumage olive-brown, the feathers with terminal black edges and 
faint shaft-streaks ; wings and their coverts chestnut-brown ; tail 
rufous-brown; chin and throat bright chestnut; breast paler 
chestnut, each feather with a black centre and tip: sides of the 
body the same ; abdomen black, each feather with a white shaft- 
streak, in most cases hidden, and a large subterminal square white 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill blackish ; legs brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100ram.; wing 47 to 51 mm.; 
tail 31 to 35 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culraen about 11 to 
12 ram. 

Distribution. Sikkim only as far as is known at present. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded beyond Hume’s note to the 
effect that it builds “a deep cup-shaped nest about the roots of 
trees or in a hole in fallen timber; the nest is a dense mass of 
moss and moss roots, lined with the latter. The eggs are spotless 
white.*’ A nest and four clutches of eggs taken in Sikkim at about 
§,000 feet and sent to me do not agree with this description. The 
nest sent lias evidently been egg-shaped and is made of dead leaves, 
fine twigs, bracken and grass, all,very decayed and well matted 
together. The lining is very much like that of the Long-tailed 
TVreds' hut is brown in colour instead of whitish and not quite so 
firmly stuck together. The eggs, two clutches of four and two of 
three, are just like those of Spclceornis' l. lonyitaudaius, i. e. pure 
but rather dull white, feebly speckled with reddish-brown and deep 
purple-brown. They measure on an average for twenty eggs 18*1 x 
14T ram., and the extremes are 19 9 X 14*2 and 18'i>xl4’5 mm. 
maxima and 17 3x14*2 and 17‘9xl3*8 mm. minima. 

These nests were all found in heavy, damp forest and were 
placed on the ground on banks amongst weeds, moss and caladiuius. 
They were taken between the 17th May and the 28th June, at 
an elevation of 8,000 feet and over. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. Mr. Masson, who sent me the nest 
and eggs, could only say that they belonged to a small Wren which 
he could never catch on the nest or-see quickly enough to shoot 
as it left it. The birds apparently were not common, though they 
were in fair numbers along the ridges above Darjeeling between 
8,000 and 10,000 feet. They were never seen outside the dense, 
clamp, evergreen forest. 


Genus PN0EPYGA Hodgson, 1845. 

The genus Pnoepyga contains two species of Wren which are 
characterized by an extremely" short tail of six soft feathers, com¬ 
pletely concealed from view by long and ample rump feathers. 
The wing, bill and feet are very much the same as in Spelaornw. 

The sexes differ in the female having the white on the under 
parts replaced by bright fulvous. The young are very dull coloured 
without any of the conspicuous barring aud spotting of the adults. 


Key to Species. 

A. Wing well over 55 mm. Pnoepyga squaniata, p. 458. 

13. Wing well under 55 ram. Pnoepyga pusiUa f p. 459. 
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(471) Pnoepyga squamata squamata. 


The Scaly-breasted Wren. 

Micvoura squamata Gould, Icon. Aves, pi. v (1837) (Cachar) 
Pnoepyga squamata . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 342. 

Vernacular names. Marcholc-bong (Lepcha); Inrui-ba gadibci 
(.Kaclia Naga). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole upper plumage and lesser 
wing-coverts rich golden-brown, the forehead, feathers above the 
eve and sides of neck wivhfulvous shaft-stripes, the remaining upper 
plumage with fulvous sub terminal drops and with black edges, the 
latter becoming bolder on the rump where the drops often become 
burs; median and greater coverts brown, broadly edged with 
chestnut-brdwn and often with terminal fulvous spots ; primaries 
and secondaries chestnut-brown on the visible portions and the 
innermost secondaries often tipped with fulvous ; chin and throat 
white with brown edges to the feathers; breast and centre of the 
abdomen white, the feathers with broad black centres and edges;, 
sides of the breast and flanks fulvous-brown with similar dark 
centres and margins ; under fail-coverts and vent fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown ; bill 
horny**brown above, pale fleshy-horny on lower mandible, gape and 
commissure ; legs fleshy-brow n to light brown. 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm.; wing 59 to 64 mm.> 
tail about 14mm.; tarsus 21 to 23 mm.; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Adult female. Similar to the male but with the whole lower 
plumage fulvous instead of white, every part marked as in the- 
male, though in some specimens the cbin and throat are almost 
immaculate. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Eastern 
Assam, both Xorth and South of the Brahmaputra; Chin Hills 
and West and South-West Turin a to TenassOrim. 

Nidification. The Scaly-breasted Wren breeds from the end of 
April t o the middle of June between 3,500 and 7,000 feet. Lt 
makes two very distinct types of nest, either of which is among 
the most beautiful specimens of birds’architecture. That most 
commonly made is built in and of the long strands of brilliant 
green moss which clothes the trunks and branches of so many trees 
in the more humid forests. The inner strands are compactly and 
firmly woven together to form a tiny cup, Well lined with black 
moss roots, over all of which the outer green strands fall in natural 
profusion so that the tiny entrance, little more than an inch across, 
can never be found without most careful search. The second type 
of nest is a. tiny ball of the same brilliant green moss, tightly 
wedged in amongst the masses of orchids, ferns and creepers 
growing over trees, dead and alive, or fallen logs. A third type 
of nest, a, cup-shaped one of moss, was found by Mandelli in a bush,, 
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but this sort of nest roust bo quite abnormal. The height selected 
' may be anything between & foot and six feet from the ground. 

The eggs vary from three to five, but four is the full number 
normally laid. They are pure white, glossless and very fragile, 
regular ovals, sometimes a little pointed at the smaller end. 
Eighty eg£8 average 18*6x13*7 nun. and the extremes are: 
maxima, 19*3x14*4 and 19*0x14.6 mm.; minima, 16*9x13*9 
and 17*1x13*1 mm. 

Habits. This quaint little tailless bird is a typical Wren in all 
its habits but is even more of a pedestrian and less of a flyer than 
the birds of the genus Troglodytes . It is an inhabitant of wet, ever¬ 
green forest,loving the vicinity of jungle-streams where it scrambles 
over the mossy boulders, the fallen trees and decaying vegetation. 
In and Out of the hollows and crevices, under and through the 
luxuriant moss and climbing plants, ever on the move yet never 
on the wing, at the first hint of danger it dodges out of sight, only 
to reappear once again w hen quiet is restored. It is insectivorous 
in its diet and seems especially fond of the smaller spiders and ants, 
pursuing these with great activity and restless energy. Its ordinary 
note is a loud, rather shrill whistle but it attempts a little song 
in the breeding season which rather reminds one of the English 
Wren. 

This Wren is found up to at least 9,000 feet and possibly a good 
deal higher in Sikkim. In winter it occasionally may be found as 
low as 3,000 feet but it does not descend much below its ordinary 
breeding range, even in the coldest weather. 

Pnoepyga pusilla. 

This species has been split up into numerous races on rather 
slender reasons, for the variations are, for the most part, indi¬ 
vidual rather than geographical. The two points most usually dwelt 
upon are the amount of spotting and Barring, more especially on 
wing-coverts aud innermost secondaries, and the rufous or brown 
colouring on the sides of the head. The extremes of both these 
features are to be found in birds obtained in Nepal and Sikkim, 
now in the British Museum Collection, and the greatest; care 
should be exercised when naming subspecies that not only the 
series named is a full one but that ample material for comparison 
is av ailable. With more material it is possible that some of the 
subspecies at present accepted will have to be suppressed. 

(472) Pnoepyga pusilla pusilla. 

The Brown Wren* 

Pnoepyga pusilla Hodge.. P. Z. S., 1845, p. 25 (Nepal); Blanf. & Oates, 
i, p. 343. 

Vernacular names. Inrui-ba gajeba (KachaNaga). 
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Description. Differs from P. s. squamata , sex for sex, in being 
decidedly smaller and in having the upper plumage less marked 
with fulvous spots, these being both fewer and less distinct. On 
the other hand the median and greater coverts and innermost 
secondaries are more plentifully arid more regularly spotted than 
they are in that bird. 

The young are like those of P. .s\ sqnamata ; the whole upper parts 
and wings unspotted rich rufous-brown and the lower parts dusky 
brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown; bill dark, 
blackish-horny above, fleshy-horny below ; legs fleshy-brown or 
pale horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing40 to 52 bun.; tail about 12 mm.; tarsus 
18 to 20 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

4 Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam North and South of the 
Brahmaputra to the extreme East; Chin Hills, Kaehin Hills, Burma 
East through the Shan States to Karenni. Geographical races have 
been described from Sumatra (lepidcty South Annam (annamensis), 
Malay Peninsula ( harterti) and West .Java (rufa), 

Nidification. Except that the nests, whether of the ball type or 
built in amongst the moss on trees, average rather smaller than 
do those of the Scaly-breasted Wren, there is nothing one can add 
to the descriptions already given for the nests of that bird. The 
two breed together over much the same range at the same elevations 
and at the same time of year. 

The eggs are exactly like those of the last bird in colour, shape 
and texture but fifty average smaller, 17TX13T mm., whilst the 
extremes are as follows: maxima, 18-9 x 13*0 and 18*3 x 14*0 mm.; 
minima, 154x12*6 and 17*9x12*1 mm. 

Habits. The same as those of P. s. squamata. Stevens found 
this Wren plentiful in the Plains during winter, obtaining it both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra in the undergrowth of forest. 
He observes that it is by no means difficult of approach at this 
season. 


Genus SPHEHOCICHLA God win-Austen & Walden, 1875. 

The genus Sphemciclila contains two remarkable and but little- 
known birds. They are in appearance stout, rather squat and 
heavy-looking birds with very powerful feet and legs. The bill is 
perfectly conical and sharp-pointed when viewed laterally and is 
about the length of the head or a little shorter ; there are no ricfcal 
bristles; the wing is short and rounded; the tail is of twelve 
feathers and greatly rounded, the outer feathers being about two- 
thirds the length of the central. The sexes are alike but the young 
are still unknown. 


Ml Hl$T/}y 



SPHENOCICHLA. 


401 



Key to Specie 


A. Feathers of the throat and breast black 

with pale shafts. S. humei, p, 401 . 

B. Feathers of breast ashy-brown with 

black margins and white submargins. S. roberti, p. 401. 


(473) Sphenocichla humei. 

Hume’s Wedge-B ii&Biii Wrest. 


lieterorhynchus humei Mandelli, S. F., i, p. 415 (1873) (Native 
Sikkim). 

Sphenocichla humii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 330. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage rich golden-brown, the 
feathers edged with black and all but those of the crown and nape 
narrowly barred with blackish; feathers of head, neck and inter- 
scapulars with white shafts, most conspicuous on the forehead ; a 



Fig. 91.—Head of S. humei. 


brand white supercilium from the back of the eye breaking up 
into white spots on the sides of the neek ; wings blackish-brown, 
the visible parts barred with dark golden-brown; chin, throat’ 
breast and flanks dark brown with white shafts and the narrowest 
of white edges; belly ashy-grey; posterior flanks and under tail- 
coverts golden-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Hides dark brown ; bill slate-colour, the 
culmen darker; legs dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 74 mm.; tail 64 to 71 mm.: tarsus 
26 to 27 nun.; culmen 22 to 24 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to the Abor Hills. 

Nidiiication and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(474) Sphenocichla roberti. 

Robert's Wedge-billed Wit ex. 


Sphenocichla roberti Godw.-Ausfc. & Wald., Ibis, 1875, p. 2 
N. Cachar); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 336. 


•. 251 (Hemeo, 


Vernacular names. Ting-linrui gadiba (Racha JSTaga). 
Description. Above dark reddish goldeu-brown, the feathers 
of the head and mantle with darker margins and obsolete ashy 
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.terminal spots ; wings and bail t he same barred with darker brown 
or blackish and the coverts with indistinct ashy tips ; the wing- 
quills and rectrices are sometimes slightly reddish on the outer 
.webs ; ear-coverts brown with darker streaks ; a short indistinct 
black and white supercilium ; below from chin to abdomen golden- 
brown, edged with blackish and with broad white sub-edges 
-disappearing on posterior Hanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris rich brown; bill very pale bluish 
slaty, the base of maxilla and culmen much darker: legs dark 
brown, the soles, claws and edges of scutellafcions pale slaty. 

Measurements. Wing 71 to 74 mm.; tail 58 to 64 mm.; tarsus 
26 to 27 mm.; culmen 25 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, Hills South of the Brahmaputra. Grodwin- 
* Austen procured this Wren in Jferth Cacliar and Manipur; it 
was also obtained by me in the North Cachar and Khasia Hills, by 
Tytler in the Naga Hills, and Coltart had it brought in to him 
by the Trans-Dikku Nagas from somewhere near Margherita. 

Nidification. On the 24th Afay, 1.898, a bird of this species 
was brought to me by a Naga with nest and four eggs. The 
former was merely a mass of tine grasses, tendrils and bents 
with no lining, placed at the bottom of a long crevice iu a large 
oak-tree, about 20 feet from the ground. The site selected, 
which I afterwards saw, was just such a one as would be used by 
a Tree-Creeper, The eggs are pure white, broad, rather pointed 
ovals .* the shells are very fragile, partly owing to their being very 
bard set and had only the faintest gloss. Other eggs brought to 
me were quite similar and seven specimens vary between 20*7 x 
17*0 and 22*3 x 17*4 mm. 

Habits. The little I saw of the habits of this bird showed an 
approach both to the Wrens and Tree-Creepers. It was a very 
active climber about the rough bark of the bigger trees, though 
I never saw it on the higher branches; on the other hand, it bunted 
about in the undergrowth® much as the Wrens do. It flew quite 
well with a direct, quick flight from tree to tree or bush to bush 
but seemed to prefer legs to wings as means of progression. 

I never heard its note and the contents of the stomach was 
entirely insectivorous, mostly wood-lice and small boring beetles. 
The Naga name Ting-linnii is applied to all the Wrens and 
Creepers with some qualifying adjective following. These natives, 
who are extraordinarily close observers, say that this bird is a 
true Tree-Creeper in all its actions. 


Genus TESIA Hodgson, 1837. 

It is with some diffidence I include this genus in the Troc/lo- 
<hjtidw. Its bill, short rounded wing, long legs and large feet all 
point to a position in this family, whilst the character of its 
habits and nidification confirms the classification. On the other 
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hand, the presence of rictal bristles might induce some ornitho¬ 
logists to place the genus in a family by itself, leading from the 
Troglodytidcp to the Short-winged Chats, BrachypUrygince. 

• Iii Tesia the bill is equal to or rather more than half the length 
of the head, broad at the base and compressed at the tip. The 
wings are very short and rounded, the tail so short as to be 
invisible and the tarsi and feet very long. The male and female 
are alike but the young differ considerably from the adult though 
they are not- spotted or barred as in the Shortwings or paler than 
the adult as in Timaliida. 

Key to Specks. 

A. Crown golden-brown. T. cyaniventer , p. 463. 

13. Crown bright chestnut . T. ca&taneocoronata , p. 465. 



Fig. 92.—Head of T. c. cyaniventer. 

(475) Tesia cyaniventer cyaniventer 

. ; The Si.ATr-BEtUEC Wben. 

Tcxia cyaniventer -Hodgson, J. A. S.B., vi, p. 101 (1837) (Nepal). 

Tesia cyaniventris. Blanf. & Oate9, i, p. 192. 

Vernacular names. Tin (Nepal); Samlit-tammovg (Lepcua); 
TingAinrui bennakga (Kacka Naga). 

Description. The forehead, chin and nape glistening golden 
olive-brown, the yellow more pronounced at the sides of the 
crown where it forms a fairly definite supereilium; the rest of 
the upper plumage and the visible portions of the closed wings 
and tail olive-green; lores and a broad stripe from the lores to 
the nape black; sides of the head and whole lower plumage slaty- 
blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, sometimes, according to 
Oockburn, vermilion; bill above and on the tip of the lower 
mandible dark brown, the remainder pale horny, often yellowish 
or tinged with orange; legs and feet pale fleshy to pale dull 
fleshy-brown. 

Measurements, Length about 100 mm.; wing about 44 to 
47 mm.; tail about 20 mm.; tarsus 24 inm.; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 

The adult female is similar to the male and does not differ as 
described by Oates. 

The young bird has the whole upper plumage rather rufescent- 
green and the lower parts dull, dark olive-green. The black line 
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through the eye is acquired during the summer with the com¬ 
pletion of the first plumage, but the full brightness of the adult 
plumage not until the following moult. 

Distribution. G-arhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, the whole of Assam 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Chin, Ivaehin Hills and pos¬ 
sibly Annam. McClelland’s olive a, a name given to Assam birds, 
cannot stand, as the Assam birds differ in no way from the Nepal 
and Sikkim birds and I have seen specimens from the Kachin 
Hills every bit as bright above find as dark below as any specimen 
from those countries. They vary very greatly individually and large 
series are necessary for comparison. 

Nidification. The Slaty-bellied Wren breeds in April, May mid 
June South of the Brahmaputra and in June and July North of it, 
at; all heights between 3,000 and 10,000 feet. The nest is a 
-beautiful ball of bright green moss lined with moss roots and 
measuring some 5 inches iu diameter, or, according to Hodgson, 
more oval in shape, measuring about 7 X 5 inches. It may be 
placed either in a tangle of creepers or in dense, long moss against 
a tree or stump, or may be built in amongst the numerous 
branches of a thick, low bush, whilst, very rarely, it may bo 
placed on a steep bank or against a rock or heap of boulders. 

The eggs number three or four, very rarely live and vary con¬ 
siderably in appearance. The ground-colour is a very pale pink, 
often with a yellowish-salmon tint; the markings consist of 
reddish-pink specks and spots,sometimes so fine and so numerous 
as to make the eggs look an almost- uniform terra-cotta, at other 
times sparser and much holder, showing up well against the 
ground-colour and more numerous at the larger end than else¬ 
where. In shape they are normally rather long but blunt 
• ovals. Fifty eggs average 17*4 x 12*9 mm. and the extremes are : 
maxima, 19*1x13*1 and 17*9 x 13*6 mm.; minima, 16*8x13*2 
and 18*0x 12*0 mm. 

Habits. This Wren is found over a greater range of altitude 
than any of the others with the exception of the next bird. It is 
certainly found up to at least 10,000 feet in Sikkim in summer, 
whilst, on the other hand, Stevens found it right down amongst 
the foothills and broken ground on the North bank of the Brah¬ 
maputra, but it must be remembered that in temperature the 
plains of North and North-East Assam are equivalent to an 
altitude of at least 2,000 feet South of the river and in Burma. 
It is a purely forest bird, preferring forests which have an ample 
undergrowth in which it can skulk about without showing itself. 
It is very loth to take flight and if. one can mark it into a dense 
isolated bush it can easily be caught with a butterfly net. It 
much affects the vicinity of tiny water-courses through boulders 
and dense evergreen forest, and its high, shrill note may be heard 
mornings and evenings above the ripple of the water, It is 
exclusively insectivorous. 
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(476) Tesia castaneocoronata castaneccoronai^. 


TESIA. 



The Chestnut-headed Wren. 


Sylvia caMaru.o coronal a Burton, V. Z. S., 1886, p. 162 (152), 
Oligura castaneicoronata. JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 193. 

Vernacular names. Tisi (Nepal); Samtit-pho (Leclrn). 



Pig. 93.—Head of T. c. castancocoronata. 


Description. Forehead, crown, nape, lores, ear*coverts and a 
line under the eyes bright chestnut; a small patch of white 
feathers at the posterior corner of the eye; cheeks, chin, throat, 
breast and abdomen bright yellow, the breast suffused with oliva¬ 
ceous and mottled with a few indistinct brown bars; sides of 
breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts olivaceous; upper plumage,, 
wings and (ail dark olive-green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to red; bill yellowish-horny 
or brownish-yellow ; legs fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Length about 100 nun.; wing 43 to 48 mm. ; 
tail about 15 min.; tarsus 23 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Garhvvai to the extreme East of 
Assam ; the Khasin, Naga and Cachar Hills South of the Brah¬ 
maputra but not. recorded from Manipur or farther South and 
East. 

Nidifieation. The Chestnut-headed Wren breeds between 6,000 
and 8,000 feet in the months of June and July, building a nest 
much like that of the last bird but less well put together ami 
lined with feathers instead of roots. During the breeding season 
it, haunts oak and other forests where there is ample under¬ 
growth and where the moss and parasitic plants are luxuriant.. 
The nest is placed either in a bush or low branch of a tree and no 
attempt seems to be made at concealment, though in appearance itis. 
so like the numerous clumps of moss which are to be seeu in every 
direction that it would never attract attention. Occasionally a 
nest may be found in amongst the moss on a tree-trunk or hanging 
from.a branch and in such cases they are very difficult to detect. 
The eggs number three or, less often, four and are like those of 
the Shity-bellied Wren but usually much darker and richer in 
colouring. Fifteen eggs average 17*4X 12*9 mm. and the ex¬ 
tremes are : maxima, 18*3 x 13’4 mm. ami minima, 16’8 x 12'4mm. 
A larger series would probably give a smaller average. 
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Habits. The Chestnut-headed Wren has been found as high 
as 11,000 feet in Sikkim and, on the other hand, Stevens has found 
them in the low foot hills of the Assam Himalayas. In their 
haunts and actions tiny very' closely resemble Tesia cyaniventer, 
Osmaston says:— u This pretty little bird, like Tesia , has the 
habits of a Wren and frequents brushwood under high forest, 
rarely ascending more than a few feet above the ground. It is 
common in the neighbourhood of Darjeeling at all elevations up 
to 8,000 feet, according to season. 

“ It has a shrill call, of four notes resembling that of Culicicapa 
ceyhnensis which it utters as it moves restlessly about in thick 
cover/’ 

It is entirely insectivorous in its diet and just as averse to 
taking flight as is the Slaty-bellied Wren. 
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[Synonyms in italics.] 


abbot ft (Malacocinota), 260. 
abbot ti ( Turdinus ), 260. 

Aeanthoptila, 203. 

Actinodura, 303. 

./Egithaliscus, 03. 

iEgifchiiia, 339. 
nemodium (Cbnosftoma), 104. 
temodium (Conostoma), 104. 

<e mod ins ( Co?wstoma), 104. 
osmodius {Lop ho phases), 84. 

(vmodiut (Farm), 84. 

'Bralatus (PUruthius), 333. 
teralatus a?ralatua (Pteruthius), 333. 
Aethorbynchns, 337. 

.Ethostoma, 259. 
affine ( Trochalopterum) , 172. 
affine affine (Troebalopterum), 172, 
a ffinu ( Garrulax), 172. 

<7 Ibignlaris (. Dumetia), 229. 
alhigidaris (Malacocercus), 229. 
albigularis (Pomatorhinus ), 215. 
albigularis abuensis (Dumetia), 230. 
albigularis abuensis ( Dumetia), 230. 
albigularis albigulam (Dumetia), 229. 
a flog alar is {Garrulax), 153. 

■a Ihog id arts (Janthocincla), 153. 
albogularis albogularis (Garrulax), 
153. 

albogularis wllist-leri (Garrulax), 154. 
dibog idaris whistler l {Garrulax), 154. 
Alcippe, 275. 

Aleurus, 379. 

Alophoixus, 367. 
alpinm ( Pyrrhocorax ), 70. 

(litfrostris ( Chrysomma ), 235. 

€dtirostris (Pyetor his), 235. 
altirostris altirostris (Pyctorhis), 235, 
altirostris griaeigularia (Pyctorhis), 

-altirostris scindicua (Pyctorbis), 237* 


ccl fir ostris wind ions ( Vyetorhis), 237. 
ampelina (Yuhina), 318. 
ampelinua (.Hypoeolius), 357. 
ampelinus (Hypocolius 357. 
anatis (Pucnonotm ), 410. 
analis {Tardus), 410. 
andamanensis ( Cow us), 29. 
annectens ( Leio-ptila), 300. 
annectens (Livptila ), 300. 
annectens annectens (Leioptila), 300. 
annectens davisoni (Leioptila), 302. 
annectens saturate (Leioptila), 301. 
wplonotus (Parus), 92. 
argentauris (Mesia), 354. 
argentauris argentauris (Mesia), 354. 
Argya, 196. 

assamensis (Drymocatupbus), 248, 
ammUis (Dendroci/da), 53. 
ass t mills (Stachyris ), 267. 
titer lernodiufl (Lophophanes), 84, 
atrkapillm ( Molpastes), 387. 
atriceps {Brachypteryx), 281. 
a triceps {Parus), 74. 
atriceps (Rhopocichla), 281. 
atriceps (Bhopocichla), 281. 
atriceps atriceps (RhopoeicbLi), 281. 
atriceps bourdilloni (Rhopocichla), 
282. 

atriceps nigrifrons (Rhopocichla), 

282. 

atrosuperediaris (Suthom ). 114 . 
anrifro ns ( Chloropsis ). 346. 
aurifrons ( Phyllonm ), 346 
aurifrons aurifrons (ChlOropsis), 340. 
aurifrous davidsoni (Chloropsis), 348. 
aurifrons da vidsoni (Chloropsis ), 348. 
aurifrons inornata (Chloropsis), 349. 
aurifrons i no mat us (Chloropsis ), 349. 
aurigasterxanthorrlu)U9(Pycnonofcus), 
411. 
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amteni (Grammatoptila), 185. 
amtcm ( Ianthocinela ), 160. 
austeni (Pomaiorhinus), 218. 
audeni (Proper us), *291. 
ausieni ('JVockidopteron), 160. 
misteni nusteni (Ianthocinela). 160. 
austeni victoria? (Ianthocinela), 161. 


Babax, 187. 
bactriana. [Pica), 38. 
bayleyi (Dendrooitta), 55. 
bayleyi (Dcudrocitta), 55. 
hea va n i (Lophop h tines ), 86. 
bdanyeri ( Garrulax), 148. 
hengalensis (Molpastes), 387. 
bengalensis {Timalia), 226. 

Incolor (Brachypteryx), 258. 
bicolor Krythroeiebhi), 258* 
tricolor {rryfhrocichla), 258. 
hingkarmi (Stackyris ), 266. 
bispecularis (Garrulus), 63. 
bi&pecutarh ( Garmlus ), 63. 
bispecularis bispecularis (Garmlus), 

63. 

biepecularis haringtoni (Garrulus), 
65. 

bispecularis interstinctus (Gamdus), 

64. 

bispecularU intorUinctm ( Garmlus ), 
64 

bispccularis persaturatus (Gnrrulus), 

65. 

bispecularis persaturaius ( Garmlus ), 
65. 

htaufordi ( Pyciionotus), 420. 

hocka rends var. intermedins (Pants), 

76. 

honvaloti (/Egiihaliscus), 96. 
honvaloti (JEgitkaliscus), 96. 
honvaloti honvaloti (yEgithaliscus), 
96. 

honvaloti sluirpei (/Egithaliseus), 97. 
hottancmis {Pica), 39. 
honrdilloni (Alrippe), 282. 
hourdillcni ( Hhopocichla), 282. 
brcviciudaia ( Coruthorichla), 251. 
brevicaudaius ( TurLinus) 251. 
brevicatidatus brevicaudtUiiB (Turdi- 
mtluL*). 251. 

brevfmudatus stria iu a (Ttirdinukis), 
251. 

brevi can dates veimingi (TurdihuluB), 

2^. 

brevumulatus venningi ( Tu-rdtnulns ), 

' 252. 

, brtrcri (Alrippe), 278. 
hrunnea (Sulhorn.), 112. 

Iminnekuvda (Minla), 289. 
Imrniamcm (Crimper), 804 
burmanicus (Molpastes) 315. 


cachinnans (Crateropus), 176. 
cachinnans (Troclmloptenmi). 176. 
cachinnans ( TrochaLopter uni), 176. 
cachinnans cachinnans (Trochalo- 
pterum), 176. 

cachinnans oinnauiomeum (Trochaic- 
pterum), 177. 

cierulatus ( Cinclosoma ), 141. 

emu ltd as ( Dryonastes), 111. 

oast-id fetus caerulatus (Dryonastes). 

1 41. 

eierulatus kaurensis (Dryonastes), 143. 
eaerulatus subca^rulatus (Dryonastes), 

142. 

caUipi/ga ( Bahila ), 328. 
canifi'ms (8pizixiis\, 400. 
eunifrons caniIrons (Spizixus), 400. 
can or us (Cmtc.ro pus), 191. 
ca pi strut a (Lioptila ), 296. 
capiatrata capistrata (Leioptila), 296. 
capistmt a pallid a (Lei opt.i la), 298. 
capistrata ; pallida (Lioptila), 298. 
cupidratuni (Cinclosoma), 290. 
castaiieicauda (Si va), 314. 
castaneiceps (I.vulus). 310. 
castaneieeps (Minla ), 288. 
castaneieeps ( Sittiporus ), 288. 
castaneieeps (Staphidia'i, 810. 
castaneieeps (St aphid ia), 310. 
castaneieeps bmnneieauda (Pseudo- 
minla), 289. 

castaneieeps eastnneicepa (Pseudo- 
minlw), 288. 

castaneieoronata (Oligitra), 465. 
cartancivcnlris (Sit fa). 128. 
castaneiventris castaneiventris (Sitin'), 

123. 

castaneivcntris ci nnamoventris (Sitta), 

125. 

casfcaneive.ntria neglect a (Sitta), 126. 
cast.aneocorona.ta (Sylvia), 405. 
caat&n eocoronata castaneocotonftta 

(Tesia), 465. 

castanoptera (Leioptiln), 800. 
cast an opt era (Lioptila), 81K). - 
castanoptera (Malarias), 300. 
carvocatfect.es liemispila (Nucifrnga), 
0)6. 

camlafa (Argya), 198. 
camlaia ( Tenia), -156. 
ca ltd at a ( Urocichlri), 456. 
can data enud'ata (Argya), 198. 
can data hut fconi (Argya). 199. 
caudatus (Cossyp/ms), 198. 

Caudat UB (Spelivornis), 456. 
Oerasophila, 373. 

Certbin, 428. 

Oertbiidae. 428. 
chinensis ( Cissa), 45. 
chineuris ( Cor act as), 4i). 
chinensis (Dryonastcs), 141. 
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cbinensis chin er> sis (Cissa), 45. 
cliineusis leucogetiys (Dryonasfcos), 
141. 

chlorocepkala ( ChlofOp$U\ 350. 
chlorocephalu .s (PhyHargis), 350. 

Chioropais, 346. 
chocolatina ( Puoepygct ) t 453. 
chrtfhim ( Slackyris), 265, 
ohrya&a assimilis (Stnobvris), 267. 
clirysjm bingliami (Staejjyris), 266. 
ohrystca chrysum (Staehyris), 265. 
chrysapa ehrysops (Stachyria), 267. 
chryma chrysops ( Staehyris ), 267. 
ekrysmis (hioparus), 293. 
chri/soptrra ( Ianthocinela), 166. 
chrysopterwn ( Trocha,topi envoi ) r 166. 
chrysorrhoides ( Ihematonm), 387. 
ehrysotis (Lioparus), 293. 
chrymth (Proyarns), 293. 
cineracea ( Ianthocinela ), 356. 
einoracea eineracea (Ianthocinela), 
156. 

ciueraeea styaiii (ianthocinela), 157. 
cineraceu m (Trochalopternm ) , 156. 
oinerea (Minla), 287. 
oinerea (Pseudominla), 287. 
driercifrom (Crateropus )> 196. 
cb/erei/rous ( Gar minx). 196, 
einevei Irons (/.Turdoides), 196. 
cinereivenb'k ( /Irachypodhis), 426. 
cimrdventris (Mlcropns ). 426. 
cinereivenfris (Microtnrsus), 426. 
dnereus (Parus), 74. 
due reus (SifJiparus), 287. 
cinnamomeovodris ( Si/ta), 125. 
einttamomeum ( Trochulopterum), 177. 
oinnamomeus (Drymocataphus ), 244. 
cinnamoventris (Sitta), 125. 

CUdM, 45. 

darhii (Ixulus), 324. 
commix tus ( Pams), 78. 
communis korejewi (Partis), 82. 
concOlqr (Hypsipetes), 372. 
coneinnus (/EgifchaHseus), 93. 
coneinnus i redalei (/Egitbaliseus), 93. 
cone inn us iredalei (Mgithaliscus), 93. 
coneinnus magnipurensis (yEgifhalis- 
cus), 94. 

coneinnus pulchellus (iEgitbaliscus), 
95. 

coneinnus talifaensis (JEgithaliscna), 
95. 

Conostoma, 103. 
corax (CorvUs), 21. 
corax (Corvus), 21 y 23, 
corax lawrencei (Oorvus), 21, 
corax tibeumus (Oorvus), 23. 
cor nix (cor mis), 32. 
cornix sbarpii (Oorvus), 32. 
coronatus ( Mgit, halus ), 100. 
eoronatus (Beiniz), 100. 


corone ( Cgrvus), ^ 4 . 
eorone orientalist (Oorvus), 24. 
coronoides (Corvus), 25, 
coronoides anclamaneneis (Corvus), 
29. 

coronoides cnlttiinatus (Oorvus), 28. 
coronoides intermedium (Corvus), 28. 
coronoides levaillanti (Comia), 27. 
Oorvidaj, 18. 

Corvus, 20. 

corvus ruflcollis (Corvus), 23. 
craddocki (Sit thorn), 111 , 

Criniger, 361. 

criniger (Braehypodius (?)), 366. 
crimper ( Tricholestes), 366. 
crinigor criniger (Tricholestes), 366. 
crispi from (Ciirsonia), 249. 
crispifrotis (G y psophila), 249. 
cn&pifrons ( Turdinus), 249. 
Crypsirhina, 56. 
cuoullata (Crypsirhina), 57. 
cucullala (Crypsirhina ), 57. 
cwndlata ( Urocissa), 44. 
culminatus (Corvus), 28. 

Cursonia. 248. 

Cutia, 329. 

c.yanimmUr (Tesia), 463, 
cyaniventer cyani venter (Tesia), 463. 
cyaniventns (Pycnouotin), 416 , 
cyani.wntris ('lesia), 463. 
cyani ventria cyaniventris (Pycno- 
nofcus), 416. 

Cyanodenua. 271. 
cyauopogon (Chloropsis), 353. 
cyanopoyou (Chloropsis ), 353, 
cyanopogon ( P'hyllornis ), 353. 
cyonouroptera (Siva), 314, 
eyanouroptern cyanouropt(?ra (Siva), 
' 314. 

cyanouroptera oatesi (Siva), 316. 
eyanouroptern oatesi (Siva), 316. 
cyanouroptera sordida (Siva), 316. 
cyanouroptera win gate! (Siva), 315. 
c.yanus tian.sehnriicus (Partis), 81. 
cyanus var, tiansehanicu .? (Cyanistes), 
81. 


dajlaemis (Ac/inodara), 309. 
daflaensis (Ivops), 309. 
davidiana thorapsom (Neosuthora), 
115. 

dadsoid (Hemixus), 376. 
davisoni (/.ms), 413. 
davisoni ( Lioptila), 302. 
davismi (Stachyris ), 265. 
davisoni (Turdiuulus), 264. 
delesserti (Crateropus), 149. 
delcsserti (Garrulax), 149. 
deiesserti (Garrulax), 149. 
Bendrocitta, 47. 
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^^Xaia^emata ampelina (Yuliinu.), 318. 
diardi (Garrulax ), 148. 
diardi (Turdm), 148). 
ilicbroiiB (Lophopbanea), 86. 
dickmus ( L ophophanes) . 87. 
dichrous (Pai'm), 87. 
dichrous dichrous (Lophophanes), 87. 
diclirous wellei (Lophophanes), 87. 
dichrous well si (Lophophanes), 87. 
discolor (Cert hi a), 435. 
discolor ( C&rthia ), 435. 
discolor discolor (Certhia;, 435. 
discolor t uligioosa (Certbiu), 438. 
discolor inanipurensis (Cerlhm), 437. 
discolor victoria; (Cerlhia). 437. 
Bryonnstea, 138. 
duhius (Pr&parus), 283. 
dubius (Schceniparii *), 283. 
dubius dubius (Schcenipnrus), 283. 
dubius geneatiori (Schoeniparus), 285. 
dubius mandellii (Sehceniparoe), 284. 
Dinuetia. 228. 


earl i i (Argya), 1.07. 
ear Hi (Arffpa), 197. 
earlii ( MtUacocercm), 197. 
egertoni ( Actinodum ), 303. 
egertoni egertoni (Actinoclura), 303. 
egertoni khasi&nn (Aetinodura), 304. 
egertoni ripponi (Actinoclura), 305. 
Elachurn, 448. 
oneria (Lanins), 394. 
enteria ( Qtocompm), 894. 
emeria emeria (Otooompsa), 394. 
erneriu fuseicaudata (Otoeompsa), 
396. 

emeriti pegueneis (Otocompsa), 396. 
opilopidotua bakeri (Turdinulus), 255. 
epilepidotus bakeri ( Turdinulus 255. 
epiiepidotus davisoni (Turdinulus), 
' 254. 

eremita (Qraculus), 68 . 

Erporuis,824. 

ery throcepbalum (Cijnclpsoma), 163. 
erytlirocepbaltim ( r Jprodhalopterum), 

■ 

cry th rocepho In m ( 2? ochalopterum ), 

168. 

ery tbrocepludum ehrysopte nun (Tro- 
ehalopterum), 166. 

ery t hrocephalum * erytbroce phylum 
.(Troclmlopterum), 168. / 

erythrocephalum oryrhralgtfba ('_ 
chaloptermn), 164, 
ervthrocephnlum godwini (Trochalo- 
ptermn), 365. 

crythrocephalum godwini (Trochalo - 
ptrruni), 165. 

erythrocephalum melanofltigma (Tro- 
clmiopterum), 167. 
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erythrocephalum nigriinentum (Tro- 
chaloptemm), 164. 
ery thrpcephal u m ram say i (Trochaic- 
pteruiu), 168. 

erythrocephaluni woodi (Trochaic - 
pter uni;, 166. 

try t hrocephalum woodi (Trochalo - 

pterum), 166. 

crythroeephalus (JEgithaliscus), 93. 
Erythrociehla, 258. 
erythrogenys (Pomatorhinus), 219. 
erythrogengs ( Pomatorhinm). 220. 
erythrogenys erythrogenya (Poinato- 
rhinus), 220. 

erytbrogenys gravivex (Poinato- 
rhinns), 221. 

erythrogenvB haring ton i (Pornato- 
rbin us), 220. 

erythrogenya imberbis (Tomato- 
rhinus), 222. 

erythrogenys nmcclellandi (PcMuato- 
rhinus), 221. 

cythrolcema ( Trochaloptcrum-), 104. 
erychrophthalm-us (/ms). 422. 
ery th roph thatmus ery t hrophthal mus 
(Pyononotus), 422. 
ery t hr opt era {Tima Ha) , 271. 
erytbroptera erythroptera (Cytmo- 
derma), 271. 

erylhroptcntm ( Cyanodmna ), 271. 
eryihr opt eras (Lanina), 331. 
erythropterus (Pteruthiua), 831. 
erythr opt eras (Pteruthhib ), 331. 
euptilosa (Linarocichla), 399. 
europcea nagaensis (Sitta), 127, 
eutilota (Pimiroeichla), 399. 
eictLotus.(Ih'aehypits), 399. 


fair ban hi (Trochalopterum), 178. 
familiurie (CerUiia), 432. 
familiaris hodgsoni (Corthia), 434. 
farniliaris kluunensis (Oerthia), 434- 
i'amiHaris nepalensis (Certbia), 433. 
feat ( Sulh.ora). 111 . 
ferruginosug (Ponmtorhinus), 231. 
ferrugino.sus (Pomatorhiv us), 213. 
ferruginosus albigularis (Pornaio- 
rhimis), 215. 

ferruginosus ferruginosus (Pomato- 
rJiinus), 213. 

ferruginosus inarias (Pomatnrhinus), 

«15. . 

ferruginosus pheyrei(l > o]mat(>rninu8), 
214. 

, iiniaysoni (Pycnonotus), 4 12. 
finlayroni (Pycnonotus), 412. 
iiniaysoni davisoni (Pyenonntus). 41.8. 
firilavsoni fin lay son i (Pycnonotuft), 
412. 

jluvala (Hcmixus), 874. 


alphabetical index. 


471 



flavala davisoni (Hemixus), 37(5. 
flavala flavala (Hemixus), 374. 
flavala hildebrandi (Hemixus), 376. 
favcolns ( Qriniger ), 363. 

'jtavedm (Triohophorm ), 363. 
flaresccvs (Pycnonotm), 392. 

Jiavescdns (Xanrfiij.us), 392. 
tluvescens flavescens (Xanthixus), 
392. 

Aavescens vividus (Xantbixus), 393. 
Jlavcscms vividus (Xanthixus),. 393. 
flamcollis (Lmlus), 322. 

JiavicolHs { Yuhina .). 322. 
flavieoilis baileyi (Ixulus), 323. 
jiavicottfa baileyi (Ixulus ), 323. 
ilavicollis flavicolh's (lxulus). 323. 
flavieoilis harterti (Ixulua), 323. 
Jlaticollis harterti (Ixulus), 323. 
flavirostris (Paradoxoruis), 105. 

Jlarirosiris (Paradoxoruis), 105. 
jUiviroslris (Psilorkinus), 43. 
flavirostris (Urocissa), 43. 
flavirostris (Urocissa ), 43. 
flavirostris cucullata (Urocissa), 44. 
flavirostris flavirostris (Urocissa), 43. 
flaviventris (Oiocompsa), 397. 
Jlaviventrisi Vanya), 397. 

flaviventris flaviventris (Otoeompsa), 

397. 

flaviventris minor (Otoeompsa), 398. 
flaviventris minor (Otoeompsa), 398. 
Jlavocristut/us (Pams), 102. 

Formosa (Elachurn), 449. 

Formosa (Sit hi), 131. 
for mesa (Sit fa), 131. 
formosns (Troglodytes ), 449. 
fraterenh (Alcippe), 277. 
frontalis (J)endrocitta), 54. 
frontalis (Dcndrociita), 54. 
frontalis (Si It a), 132. 
frontalis frontalis (Sitta), 132. 
frugilegus ( Corvus), 30. 
j’rugi logos tsebusii (Corvus), 30. 
fn/gilegus tchusvi (Corwin), 30. 

. Fulvetta,| 289. 
fulvfrom (Sutkora), 1J3. 
fulviftons (Temnoris), 113. 

I'ulvifrons fulvifrons (Sutbora), 113. 
fusel ca pi Hum ( Pdlorneum ), 245. 
ioscicapillum babaulti (Pellorneuru), 
245. 

fusticapillum babaulti (Scot otic h la), 

245. 

fuscicapillum fascieapillum (Pellor- 
neuvn). 245. 

fuscicapilhis ( Drymoccitaphu s), 24a. 
fusoicaudatti (Otoeompsa), 396. 
fvscijiavescens (Brachypodtus), 425. 
fuscijtdvescens (Micropus), 425. 

gelbanus (Dryomistes), 145. 


gal banns ( Dryonastes ), 145, 
galbanus (Garrulax), 145. 
Gampsorhynchus, 230. 
ganeesa (Hypsi petes), 372. 

Garrulax, 145. 

Garrulus, 59. 
genestieri (Alcippe), 285. 
goiavier analis (Pynconotus), 410. 
gracilis (Hypsipetes), 298. 
gracilis (Ueioptila), 298. 
gracilis (Lioptila), 298. 
graeulus (Corvus), 70. 
gmculus (Pyrrhoeorax), 70. 

Gram in at opt iln, 184. 
gravivex (J’omatorhinus), 221 . 
griseiceps (Crimger), 365. 
griseigitlaris (. Pyctorhis ), 236. 
prisons (Crateropus). 193, 194. 
prisons (Tardus), 193. 
griseus griseus (Turdoides), 193. 
gnseus striatus (Turdoides), 191- 
gularis (Argya), 199. 
quluns (Argya), 199. 
gularis (JBrachypus), 415. 

(pilaris (Chatarrhoea), 199. 
gularis (Garrulax), 152. 
gularis (Garrulax ), .152. 
gularis (Ian thoc in cla ), 1 52 . 
gularis (Mixornis), 274. 
gularis (Paradoxoruis), 118. 
gu 1 a ri s (Py cno n o 1 .11 s), 415. 
gularis (Pycnonotus), 415. 
gularis (Sctcorhynchus), 118. 
gularis (Yukina), 317. 
gularis oraddocki (Sutbora), 111. 
gularis gularis (Psittiparua), 118. 
gularis gularis (Yuhina), 317. 
gularis minor (Mixornis), 274. 
gularis trausfluvialis (Psittiparus), 
118. 

gularis transjhivialus ( Scaorhynchus), 

‘ 118. 

gularis ynngpiensis (Yuhina), 318. 
guttata (ThringOrhina), 262. 

guttata ( Thnngorhina), 262. 
guttaticoliis (Paradoxoruis), 106. 
guttaticoliis (Paradoxoruis), 106. 
guttaticoliis (Turdinulus ), 254. 
guttatus (Turdinus ), 202 . 
yntturaUs (Criniger), 362. 

ka-morrkous (Molpastes), 383. 
hawiorrkovs (Muscicapa ), 383. 
hoemorrhous beugalensis (Molpasles), 

387. 

lifcmorrhous burmanicus (Molpastea),. 

385. 

hfemorrhous ebrysorrhoides (Mol- 
pastes), 387. 

bannorrhous hfemorrhous (Mol- 
pastes), 383. 
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ia)morrho>is in termedi us (Mol pastes). 

381). 1 / 

hmroorrlums nigripileus (Molpasbes); 
386. 

hiemprrhous pnllidua (Molpastes), 
385. 

hmnorrhom pallid u s (Molfastcs). 385. 
hardwickii ( Okloropsts), 349. 
l)ar<lwi(‘kii hardwickii (Chloropsis), 

haplonota (Elaohura), 450. 
haplonotu (Plachum), 450. 
haplonotm uMachlolophus), 92. 
hannrjtoni ( Garmlm ), 65. 
haringtoni {Pomatorhinm), 220 . 
hemispila (^uci/raga), 66 . 

Hemi xus, 374. 

lienriei (Trochalopferum), 183. 
henrici {Troclm icpterum), 183. 
Hilarociohla, 336. 
hUdebrandi (Hemixm), 376. 
hi trial ay ana (CorUiia), 428. 
hlmalayana ( Certhia ), 430. 
himalayaiwt himalay.uia (Certhia), 
430. 

Himalayan a intermedia (Certhia), 

M Malay ana intermedia (Certhia), 
432. ' 

himalayavia taeniura (Certhia), 431. 
hirrmlayana yurnmnensis (Certhia), 
432. 

himalayemis (Dendrocitta ), 52. 
hinmlayensis (8itta), 122. 
himalayenm (Sitta), 122. 
hodgsoni ( Certhia), 434. 
holerythrops ( 7 /•< >chalopterum), 104. 
holti bingkami (dole), 379 . 

Horizillas, 257. 

horsfieldi (Pomalorhinus), 210. 
horsfiddi (Pomato, -s), 2.10. 
liorstieldi horsfie^i Potnato* 
rhinus), 210. 

horsfieldi melamirus (Potnato- 

rhinus), 212. 

horsfieldi obscurus (Pornatorhinua), 

horsfielclt travaneorlenHis (Pomaio- 
rhinus), 211. 

horsfieldi travancoriensis (Pomato- 
rhinas), 21 1 . 

humei (Hetcroihynchus), 46L 
humei (Spbenocieh la), 461. 
humei ( Sphcnoeichla), 461. 
humii {Motpastes), 391. 
humii (Svd.hora), 110 . 
hundlis (Ixuiuft), 324. 

1mmilis (Podoces), 71. 
humii is ( Podoces ), 71 . 
humilis clarkii (lxitlns), 324. 
humilis humilis (Ixulus), 324. 


hittoni ( Malacoctheus), 199. 
hyperythra (Omnetia), 228. 
h/perythra (Dumetia), 228. 
ht/perythra {Timrdia), 228. 
Mvpocolius, 356. 
hypoleucus {Othorhimes), 222. 
hypoleucus (Pomato rhinus), 222. 
hyp ole ( Pomatvrhinm), 222. 
bypoleuous hypoleucus (Pomato- 
rhinus), 222. 

hypoleucus tickelli (Pomatorhimis), 
223. 


lanthocincia, 155. 
icterica (lole), 405. 
icterica ( lole ), 405. 
ictericm ( Crimper), 405. 
icterooephala chloroeepbala (Chloron- 
sis), 350. 

ignotincta (Minla), 355. 
ignotinct.ee (Minla), 355 . 
ignotum (Pel Lome upe ), 243. 
ignotum einnamomourn (Pellorneum). 
244. 

ignotum ignotum (Peliorneum), 243, 
ember bis (PomatorhiunJ), 222. 
inihricatum ( Trochalopterum ), 183. 
imbricatm (Gar rut ax ), 183. 
imolens yCorvus), 34. 
inter medim (. Allotnus ), 335. 
intermedium (Core us), 28. 
intermedium (M olpast.es), 389. 
intermedins (Pieruthius), 335. 
'intermedins {Pycnonolus ), 289. 
lole, 403. 

iosohistjfl (yfigithalbcus), 99. 
iosoMstos (uftyithaliscns), 99. 
iosekistos (Pams), 99. 

Ixops, 307. 

Txulus, 321. 


jerdoni (Chloropsis), 382. 
jerdoni ( C'hloropsis), 352. 
jerdon i ( Garrulax), 177. 
jerdoni (Phydomis), 352. 
jerdoni (Ti nalia ), 227. 
jerdoni (Trochalopterum); 177. 
jerdoni (Trochalopterum ), 177. 
jerdoni fairbanki (Trochalopterum), 

jerdoni jerdoni (Trochalopterum), 

jerdoni meridional© (Troelndo- 
ptemm), 178. 


kashmiriensis (Siita), 128. 
hash m irie nsis (Silt a), 128. 

kaurensis (Dryonastes), 143, 
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lineatum ziaratensis '(Trochalopte* 


rum), 182. 

lineatum ziaratensis ( Ianthocincld ), 

182. 


kauritnm ( Urocichla), 454. 
Kelaartia, 428. 

Lhamemis ( Certhia ), 434. 
khasiana (Activodura), 304. 


lafresnayi (Aetborhynehus), 338. 
lafresnayi ( Acthorhynchus ), 338. 
lafresnayi (lora), 338. 
laneeolatus (Garrulus), 60. 
laneeolatus (Garrulus), 60. 
laneeolatus ( Pte^orhinus ), 187. 
latieeolatus laneeolatus (Babax), 187. 
lanceolatu* victoria; (Babax), 188. 
hmrcncii (Corwin), 21. 

Leioptila, 206. 

leuoogastra (Dendrocitta), 51. 
leucogastm (. Dendrocitta), 51. 
leucogenys (yEgithaliscus), 97. 
leucogenys (Mgithalimis), 97. 
lettcogenys (.Brachypm ), 389. 
leucogenys (Crater opus), 111. 
leucogenys (Molpastes), 389. 
leucogenys (Orites ), 97. 
leucogenys humii (Mol pastes), 391. 
leucogenys leucogenvs (Molpastes), 

889. 

leucogenys leucotis (Molpastes), 399, 
leucolophus (Corvus), 146. 
leucolophus (G amt lax), 146. 
leucolophus belangeri (Garrulax), 
148. 

loueolopbus diardi (Garrulax), 148. 
leucolophus leucolophus (Garrulax), 
146. 

leuvopsis [SU(a), 180. 
leucopsia leucopsis (Sifcta), 130. 
teacop terns (Glaucopsin), 58. 
leucopterus (Platysmurns), 58. 
Uucopterus (Platysmurns), 58. 
leucotis (G a mil ii9), 61. 
leucotis (Garrulus ), 61. 
leucotis ( Lvos), 390. 
leucotis (Molpastes), 390. 
leucotis leucotis (Garrulus), 61. 
leucotis oatesi (Garrulus), 62. 
levaillanti (Corvus), 27. 
lineatum ( Cinclosoma), 180. 
linentum (Trochalopterum), 180. 
lineatum (Trochalopterum ), 180. 
lima turn gifgit (la nthoci ncla ), 182. 
lineatum gilgit (Trochalopterum), 
182 . 

lineatum griseicentior ( Ianthocincla ), 
181. 

lineatum griseicentior (Trochalo- 

pterurn), 181. 

lineatum imbricatum (Trochalo¬ 

pterum). 183. 

lineatum lineatum (Trochalopterum), 
180. 


Lioparus, 293. 

Liothrix, 327. 

Liotriehinae, 326. 
longicaudata (Pnoepyga), 452, 
longioaudata (Urocichla,), 452. 
longicaudatus (Spela:ornis), 451. 
longicaudatus cbocolatinus (Spelua- 
omis), 453. 

longicaudatus kauriensis (Spelajornis), 

454. 

longicaudatus longicaudatus (Spelos- 
ornis), 452. 

longicaudatus oatesi (Spei worn is), 

455. 

longicaudatus reptatus (Spelseornis),. 
455. 

longicaudatus sinlmnensis (Spelte- 
ornis), 453. 

longirostris (Argya), 202. 
longirostris (Argya), 202. 
longirostris (Pydor his), 202. 

Irinnhergi (Criniger ), 408. 
Lophophanes, 83. 
lutea(Liothrix), 327. 
lutea (Liothrix), 328. 
lutea callipyga (Liothrix), 328. 
lutea yunnanensis (Liothrix), 329. 
lutea yunnanensis (Liothrix),, 329. 
luteolus (Heemaiornis ), 417. 
luteolus (Pycnonotus), 417. 
luteolus (Vycnonotns), 417. 


macclellandi ( Ffemixus), 377. 
macclellandi ( Hypsipetes), 377. 
macclellandi (Pomatorhinus), 221. 
macclellandi binghami (Hemixus), 
379. 

macclellandi macclellandi (Hemixus), 

377. 

macclellandi tickellii (Hemixus), 378. 
Macblolophus, 89. 
macrorhynckus ( Corvus), 27, 28, 29. 
magna (Sitta), 128. 
magnet- ( Sitta ), 128. 
magna magna (Horizillaa), 2o7. 
magnirostre (Alcippe ). 258. 
magnirostre (Horizillas), 258. 
magnirostre (Maiucoptem m), 258. 
magnirostris (Alcippe), 280. 
magnirostris (Psi'orkinus), 42. 
magnum (.Malacopterum ), 257. 
major (Parus), 73. 

•major cinereus (Parus), 74. 
major eommixtus (Parus), 78. 
major intermedins (Parus), 76. 
major knschiuiriensis (Parus), 76. 
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tmajor kcisehmiriensis (Partus), 70. 
major mahrattaruni (Pams), 77. 
major mahrattaruni (Pants), 77. 
major planorurn (Purus), 77. 
major planorurn (Pants), 77. 
major t.ibetatius (Parus), 77. 

•major tibetanus (Pants), 78. 
malabarica (Chlorojms), 348. 
■malabaricns ( Malacocerous ), 192. 
malaccensis ( Hypsipeteh), 404. 
malacemm (Pole), 404. 
malaccensis malaccensis (lole), 404. 
Malacocincla, 200. 
malacoptllus (Rimator), 255. 

••nalacoprilus (Rimator), 255. 
nmlcolmi (Argya), 200. 
mafoolmi (Argya). 200. 
maloolmi (Timalia), 200. 
mmtdellii (Pellorneum), 240. 
mandellii (Schoeuiparus), 284. 

?h(iit ipurensis (jEgit halt sens), 94. 
/nanipurensis (Certhia), 437. 
manipurensis (Fulvetta), 292. 
-manipHrensis (Proper us), 292, 

•marim (Pimatorlknus), 215. 
mearsi (Pomat odiums), 207. 
metanicterus (Musciccrpa), 414. 
nielanlcteriis (Pycnonot.us), 414. 
melanicterus ( Pycnonotus). 414. 
melanoeepl'aln (Urocissa), 40. 
melanocepliala imignirostris (Uro- 
cissa), t 12. 

inelanocephala melanocepliala 001 * 0 - 
ciesa), 41. 

melanocepliala occipitalis (Urocissa), 
41. 

•melanocephalus ( Coravius), 41. 
melanoctphalus (Lanins), 423. 
mc'lanocephalus (Micropus), 423. 
melanocephalus fimciflavescens (Mi- 
crotarsus), 425. 

melanocephalus melanocephalus 
(Microtarsus), 423. 

Mclanchlora, 101. 
mtlanolmca (Lioptila), 299. 
•melanoleuca (Sibut), 299. 
melanoleuca melanoleuca (Leioptila), 

299. 

melanoleuca rndclifTei. (Leioptila), 

300. 

lnelanolophtis.(Lophopbanes'), 83. 
melauo tophus (Ijvphophanes), 83. 
•mdanolophus ( Pants). 83. 
mdanostiama ( Garrulax ), 167. 
rrieXanmticfma t, Trochalapterum), 167. 
melanotis (Pterutkins), 333. 
melanotis intermedins (Pteruthius), 
o35. 

melanotis melanotis (Pteruthius), 
333. 

mdanurus (Potmaiorhitins), 212. 


meridionalc (Troohuloptcron), 178. 
merulina (Stactcxichla ), JL86. 
merulina merulina (Stactocichla), 
186. 

rnerulinus (Garrulax), 186. 

Mesia, 353. 

Microscelis, 368. 

Micro tars us, 422, 

milnei sharpei (Trochnlopteruin), 
170. 

Mi nla, 355. 
minor {Pants), 78. 
minus (Pellm nawn), 242. 

Mixornis, 272. 
modestus (Sylviparus), 88. 
modestus ( Sylviparus ), 88. 
inodestus modestus (Sylviparus), 88. 
modestus sat uratior (Sylviparus), 89. 
modestus simlaensis (Sylviparus), 88. 
modestus simlaensis (Sylviparus), 88. 
Molpastes. 381. 
moneduta (Conns), 36. 
njonedula acemmeringil (Corvus), 36. 
moniliger (Cinclosoma), 151. 
h ton Uiger (Gar rut ax), 151. 
moniliger fuscuta (Garrulax), 152. 
moniliger juseata ( Garmhtx), 152. 
moniliger moniliger (Garrulax), 151. 
monticolus (Parus), 80. 
luontieolu** monticolus (Parus), 80. 
rnultipUnctata (Nucitniga). 67. 
multipunctata (JSkic\jraga), 07. 
muraria (Cerihi.a), 441. 
lmiraria (Tichodromu), 441. 
muraria (Tichodroma ), 441. 

Myzornis, 344. 


naga&nsis (Sida), 127. 
imsaiis (Pyctorhis), 235. 
neglecta (Anothura), 446. 
neglect a (Sitta), 126. 
neglect us (Troglodytes), 446. 
Neosuthora, 115. 
nepaJensis (Acanthophila), 201. 
nopal ends (Alcippe), 275. 
nepalensis (Lvops), 307. 
nepalensis (Siva), 275. 
nepalensis (Suthora), 109. 
nepalensis (Suthora), 109. 
nepalensis frateroula (Alcippe), 277. 
nepalensis nepalensis (Alcippe), 275. 
neumayer tephronota (Sitta), 129. 
nicobarlends ( Hypsipeles), 408. 
nicobariensis (Iofe), 408. 
nicobariensh (Iole), 408. 
nigricapitata ( Brachypteryx). 246. 
nig ri capita turn (Pellorneum), 246. 
niyricapitatus (Drymocataph its), 246. 
nigriceps (Stachyris), 264. 
nigriceps coltarti (Stachyris), 265. 
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nigriceps coltarti ( Siackyris), 265. 
nigriceps davisoni (8taohyris), 265. 
nigriceps nigriceps Stitch vris}, 264. 
nigrifrom s (Alcippe). 282. 
nigri front ( Rkopocichta), 282. 
nigrirnentum (Potyodon), 320. 
nigrimentum {Trochalopterwn), 164. 
nigrirnentum ( Yuhina ), 320. 
njgriraenturn nigrimentum (yuhina), 
320. 

ntgrip ileus (Molpastes), 386. 
nigripiUus (Pymonotus), 386. 
nigroluten (Aigithina), 344. 
nigroluten (JFgiikina), 344. 
nigrulutea (/ora), 344. 
nipalensis (Acanthoptila), 204. 
nipalensis (Anotkura), 445. 
uipalemis (Certhia), 433. 
mpaletms (Cinclosoma ). 307. 
nipaleum ( Cwia), 329. 
nipalensis (Ixops), 307. 
nipalensis ( Timalia ), 204. 
nvpodmSis ( Troglodytes), 445. 
nipalensis daflaensis (Ixops), 309. 
nipalensis nipalensis (Outia), 329. 
nipalensis nipalensis (Ixops), 307. 
nipalensis poliotis (l'xops), 309. 
nipalensis waldeni (Ixops), 308. 
niveognlaris (/Egithaliscua), 98. 

niveoguhru (JEgithdmm), 98. 

niveognlaris ( Oritcs ), 98. 
nuchalis (IDryonastes), 140. 
nuchalis ( Pryonastes ), 140. 
nuchalis Garrulax ), 140. 
nuchalis (Parus), 79. 
nuchalis ( Parus), 79. 
nuchalis (Pomatorhimia), 208. 
nuchalis (Pomaiw'hinus), 208. 
Nueifraga, 65. 

oa.te.si ( Garni las), 62. 
oatesi (Urochickla), 455. 
oboe urns (Po matorhinm), 211. 
occipitalis (Txulus), 321. 
occipitalis (Lvulus), 321. 
occipitalis (Psilorhinus), 41. 
occipitalis (Siva), 321. 
occipitalis ( Urocissa), 41, 42. 
occipitalis (Yuhina), 319. 
occipitalis occipitalis (Yuhina), 319. 
ocellata (Ianthocincla ;), 155. 
ocellata ocellata (Ianthocincla), 155. 
ocdlatu m ( 67 ndosoma ), 155. 
ochraceiceps (Pomatorhinus), 217. 
odiraceiceps (Pomatorhinus), 217. 
ochraceiceps austeni (Pomatorhinus), 
218. 

ochraceiceps ochraceiceps (Pomato- 
rhimis), 217. 

ochraceiceps stenorhynchus (Pomato¬ 
rhinus), 219. 


ochroceplmlus (Trachycomus), 402. 
ochrocephalus ( Trachgcomus) i 402. 
ochrooephalm (Tardus), 402. 
oglei (Act inn ra), 262. 
oglei (Tbringorhina), 262. 
oglii ( Thringorkinct), 2f32. 
olivacea (Hole), 406. 
olivacea cinnamonieoventris (lole), 
407. 

olivacea lonnbergi (lole), 408. 
olivacea virescens (loin) 406. 
olivaoeus (Pomatorhinus), 209. 
olivaceus (Pomatorhinus), 209. 
olivneeus olivaceus (Pomatorhinus), 

209, 

onvueous ripponi (Pomatorhinus), 

210 . 

orient alls (Core us), 24. 
ornata (Ctssa), 46. 
ornata (Oissa), 46. 
ornata (Pica), 46. 

Otoeompsa, 394. 


pallida grandis ( Criniger), 365. 
palustre (Pellorneum), 242. 
pa lustre (Pellorneum), 242. 
palustria (Parus), 82. 
palustris k o rejew i (Parus), 82. 
palustris poecilopsis (Parity) 82. 
Paradoxornis, 105. 
Pakadoxornituid*, 103. 'V 
PAHID.E, 72. 

Partis, 73. 

Pas seres, 10. 

■pectoralis ( Garrulax), 150. 
pecioralis (Ianthocincla), 150. 
pec to ml vb pectoralis (Clarrulax), 150 . 
pecloralis semitorquata (Garrulax), 
151. 

Pellorneum, 237. 
penicillata (Kelaartia), 420, 
penicUlata (Kelaartia), 426. 
/.penicillatus (Pycmn otus), 426. 
pheocephala (Alcippe), 277. 
phatocephala davisoni (Alcippe), 279. 
phccocephala. harimqtonioe (Alcippe), 
280. 

pha'ocephalus (Aiophoixus), 368. 
pheocephalm (Aiophoixus), 368. 
ph(Bucephalus (Ives), 368. 
phceocepkouvs (Micropus), 425. 
phayrei (Alcippe), 278. 
phnyrei (Pomatorhinus), 214. 
phvtV'cea (lahllm i'tcla), 1681 
phcenieeum (Trochal op ter um), 168. 
ph&nicenm (Trqchalopterum), 168. 
phoeniceum bakeri (Trochalopterum), 
169. 

phomicetun balceri ( Trochalopteron), 
169. 
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phopnicemn phoenioeum (Troclm- 
lopiqrum), 168. 

phcenieeuni ripponi (Trochaic- 
pteruin), 170. 

Pica, 37. 

pica (Pica), 38. 

pica bactriann (Pica), 38. 

pica bottunehsis (Pica), 39. 

pica serica (Pica), 39. 

picaoides (Sibia), '235. 

picaoides picaoides (Sibia), 295. 

pileata ( Prinia ), 274. 

piienta (Timalia), 225. 

pileata (Timclia ), 226. 

piienta bengalensis (Timaiia),. 226. 

pileata jerdotii (Timalia), 227. 

Pinarociebla, 399. 

pin wiUi (VoM'i.torhimtjS ), 208. 
Platyemurus, 58. 
plutnosus (Pycnonotus), 413. 
plumosus (Pyncnonotus), 419. 
piumosus bland to rdi (Pycnonotus), 

420. 

pluujosus piumosus (Pycnonotus), 

419. 

pliiniosus robin sou i (Pycnonotus), 

420. 

Pnoepyga, 457* 

Podoces, 71. 

’poecUopsis (Lophophanes), 82. 

;poiocephafm ( Brr<;hyptt,&), 425. 
poiocephl k\s (Micro tars us), 425. 
poioicephala (Thimalia ), 277. 
poioicephnFa? brucei (Alcippe), 278. 
poioicephala davisoni (Alcippe), 280. 
poioicephala haringtOnice (Alcippe), 
280. 

poioicephala magnirostria (Alcippe), 
280 

poioicephala pliayrei (Alcippe), 278. 
poioicephala poioicephala (Alcippe), 
.277. 

poliotis (hops), 309. 
poliotis (Suthora), 109. 
poliotis fere (Suthora), 11.1. 
poliotis hurnii (Suthora). 110. 
poliotis poliotis (Suthora), 109. 
poliotis ripponi (Suthora), 111. 
Pomatorhinus, 205. 
psaroid.es (Hypsfpctes), 569. 
psaroidcs (Microscelis), 369. 
psaroides con color (Microscelis), 372. 
psuroides gaueesa (Microscelis), 372. 
psaroides nigrescens (Microscelis), 
371. 

psar aides nigrescent ( Hypsipctes), 371. 
psaroides psaroides (Microscelis), 
369. 

Pseudominla, 286. 

Psittiparus, 116. 

Pteruthius, 330. 


pulchella ( Lioptila ), 302 . 
pulchella ( Sibia), 3U2. 
pulchella puleneila (Leioptila), 302. 
pulchcltus (JPgithaMscus) , 95 . 
punctata (h’lackura ), 449. 
pusilla (Pnoepyga), 459. 
pusilla (Pnoepyga), 459. 
pusilla pusilla (Pnoepyga), 459. 
pusillm ( Pycnonotus ), 422 . 
Pycnonotidce, 359. 

Pycnonotus, 410. 

Pyctorhis, 233. 

Pyrrhoeorax, 68. 
pyrrhoeorax (Pyrrhoeorax), 68. 
pyrrhoeorax ( Upupa ), 68. 
pyrrliops (Stacby rid opsis) , 271 . 
pyrrhops (Stachyridopsu), 271 . 
pyrrhops (Stack*/ris), 271 . 
pyrrhoura (Myzornis), 345 . 
pynhonra (Myzornis), 345 . 


ramsayi (Actinodura ), 305. 
ramsayi ( Trochalopterum ), 168. 
rarmayi radcliffei, (Actiuodura), 306. 
ramsayi radcliffei (Actinodura), 306. 
ramsayi ramsayi (Aciinodura), 305. 
Rerniz, 100. 

reptata ( Urocichla), 455. 
Rhopocichla, 281. 

Rinmtor, 255. 
ripponi ( Actinodura ), 305. 
ripponi (Pomatorhinus ), 210. 
ripponi (Pro par us), 291. 
ripponi (Suthora), 111. 
ripponi ( Trochalopterum ), 170. 
roberti ( Pnoepyga), 253. 
roberti (Sphenoeicula), 461. 
roberti (Spkenocichla), 461. 
roberti guttatieoilis (Turdinulus), 
254. 

roberti roberti (Turdinulus), 253. 
robinsoni (Pycnonotus), 420. 
rostrata (.Ethostoma), 259. 
rostrata (Tricho stoma), 259. 
rubicliventris (Lophoplmnes), 84. 
rubidiventris (!Arphophan.es), 84. 
rubidiventris ( Pa ms), 84. 

Rubigula, 409. 
rubricapilla (Mixornis), 272. 
rnbricapilta ( Motacilla ), 273. 
rubricapilla minor (Mixornis), 274. 
rubricapilla pileata (Mixornis), 274. 
rubricapilla rubricapilla (Mixornis), 
273. 

rufa (Dendrocitfca), 48. 

rufa ( Dend,roodfa), 48. 

rufa kinneari (Dendrocitta), 51.. 

rufa rufa (Dendrocitta), 48. 

rufa satu ratior (Dendrocitta), 51, 

rufa schiteri (Dendrocitta), 50. 
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riifa vagabonds (Dendrocitta), 50. 
rufescens (Crater opus), 195. 
rufescens (XIalacocercus). 195, 
rufescens (Turdoides), 195. 
ruficwpitta (Mixoniis), 27-3. 
ruftcapilla sordidior (Fulvetta), 292. 
rujiceps ( Chleuasictis), 1 14. 
rujiceps {Vararfoxornis), 116. 

■ruficbpa (Pellorneiim), 268. 
ruficeps (■Scesorkynchtts), 116. 
ruficeps { Stachyridopsis'y 268. 
rujiceps (Suthora), 114. 
ruficeps atrcttuperoiliaris (Suthora), 
114. 

ruficeps bakeri (Psittipartis), 117. 
ruficeps bakeri ( Scceorhynchits), 117. 
rujiceps bhamoensis ( Stachyridopsis ), 

m 

rujiceps bhamoensis ( Stackt/ridopsis ), 

269. 

ruficeps grant! (Pellorneum), 240. 
ruficeps granti (Pellorneum ), 240. 
ruficeps jonesi (Pellorneum), 241. 
ruficeps jonesi (Pellorneum), 241. 
ruficeps mandellii (Pellorneiun), 240. 
ruficeps minus (Pellorneum), 242 
ruficeps ruficeps (Pellorneum), 238. 
ruficeps ruficeps (Psittipurus), 116. 
ruficeps ruficeps (Stachyridopsis), 
268. 

ruficeps ruficeps (Suthora), 114. 
ruficeps suboehracemn (Pellorneum), 
239. 

rujiceps var. atrosupcrcilia ris ( Chleua - 
sicus), 114. 
nficollis (Corvus ), 26. 
ruficollis (Dryonastes), 139. 
ruficollis ( Drytmast.es ). 139. 
ruficollis (lanthociticla ), 139. 
ruficollis (Pomatorhinus), 216. 
ruficollis (Pomatorhinus), 216. 
ruficollis bakeri (Pomatorhinus), 217. 
nficollis bakeri (Pomatorhinus), 217. 
ruficollis ruficollis (Pomatorhinus), 
216. 

rujifrons ( Stachyridopsis) . 269. 
rujifrons ( Stack?/ris ), 269. 
rufifrons amhigua (Stachyridopsis), 

270. 

rufifrons amhigua ( Stachyridopsis), 

270. 

rufifrons rufifrons (Stachyridopsis), 

269. 

rujigens (Jxulus), 311. 
rufigenis (Staph idia ), 311. 
rujigu laris (ftihila), 286 
rufigiikris (Schcetiiparns), 286. 
rujigitlaris (Sc hoe nipar us), 286. 
rufiventer (Hilarooichla), 337. 
rufivcnter (Pferuthms), 397. 
rnfiventris (Hilarocichla), 337. 


rufogularis ( Ianthocivda .), 158. 
rufogularia assamensia (lantbocixicla), 
159. 

rufogularis assamensis ( la nthocincla ), 
159. 

rufogularis occidental is (Iantho- 

cittcla), 159. 

rufogularis accident alis (lanthocincla ), 

159. 

rufogularis rufogularis (lantho- 
cincla), 158. 

rufonuehalis (Lopholmnes), 85. 
rufonuehalis ( Lophophancs ), 85, 
rufonuehalis beavuni (Lophophanes), 
86 . 

rufonuehalis rufonuehalis (Lopho¬ 
phanes), 85. 
nefonuchas (Pants), 85. 
vufulus (Gampsorhynchus), 231. 
rufulus ( G a, mpsorhy nchns), 231. 
rufulus rufulus ('Gampsorhvnehus), 
231. 

rufulus torquatus (Gampsorhynebun), 
23*2. 

rufus (Corvus), 48. 
rustica, (Pica), 38. 


Salpornib, 439. 
sannio (l)ryona.stes), 144. 
sannio (l)ryonastes'\ 144. 
saunio ( Garrrelax), 144 . 
sa turat.a (Lioptila ), 301. 
saturutior ( Si/lviparus ), 89. 
schistieeps (Pomatorhinus), 205. 
schist'heps ( P&motorhinus ), 206. 
schistieeps crypt a nth us (Pomato¬ 
rhinus), 20 t. 

schistieeps crypt ant hit s( Poma torhinus), 
207. 

schistieeps mearsi (Pomatorhinus), 

207. 

schistieeps piimilli (Pomatorhinus), 

208. 

schistieeps schistieeps (Pornnto- 
rhimis, 206. 

Schooniparua, 283. 

semitorquata ; ( Garrulax), 151. 

sepiaria abbotti (Malacocinela), 260. 

serica (Pica), 39. 

sharpei (Mg it kalisc us), 97. 

sharpei ^ Trocha loptermn), 170. 

sharpii (Corvus), 32. 

Sibio, 295. 

Sibiime, 294. 

simile ( Trochahrptcron ), 174. 
simplex (Pyenonotus). 421. 
simplex simplex (Pyenonotus), 421. 
sinensis (Dendro^itta), 52. 
sinensis (Purus). 233. 
sinensis (Pyctorkis), 233. 
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sinensis asftimilis (Dendrocitta), 53. 
sinensis liiitiftlayensis (Dendrocifcta), 

52. 

sinensis nasalia (Pyctorhis). 235. 
sinensis saturatior (Pyctorhis), 231. 
sinensis saturatior (Pyctorhis), 234. 
sinensis sinensis (Pyctorhis), 233. 
sin lumen sis ( Urocichla), 453. 

Sitta, 121. 

Sittidrc, 120. 

Siva, 312. ^ > 

summeringii (Corvus), 30. 
somerviliei (Tima In a), 104. 
somerviliei (Turdoides), 104. 
sotnervillii (Orateropus), 104. 
sordid a. (Siva), 31<>. 
sordidior (Propants), 292. 

Spelceornis, 451. 

Sphenoofchla, 460. 
spilonota (Certhied), 430. 
spilonota (Salpcrim), 430. 
spilunotm ( Machlolophus ), 89. 
spilmotm ( Paws), 80 . 
spilonotus (Salpornis), 430. 
spilonotus spilonotus (Machlolophus), 
89. 

spilonotus subviridis (Machlolophus), 

01 . 

Spizixus, 400. 
splendens (Oorvua), 32. 
splendent ( Corvus), 33, 34, 35. 
splendens insolens (Corvus), 34. 
Splendens protegatus (Corvus), 35. 
splendens protegatus ( CWms), 35. 
splendens aplendens (Corvus), 38. 
splendens zugnmyeri (Corvus), 34. 
se/uamata (lanthadncla ), 174. 
squamata (Microura), 458. 
squatnata (Pnoepyga), 458. 
squamatn squamata, (Pnoepyga), 458. 
.squamata webberi (Rubigula), 409. 
■squamatum (Trodialoptermn), 174. 
sqmnudtm ( Trochaliypterum ), 174. 
Stachyridopsis, 267. 

Sraehyris, 263. 

Stactooiobla. 186. 

St.npb id in, 309. 

stenoi'hynch us (Pomatorhurns ), 210 . 

Stoliczk03 (Certhia),"438. 
stoliezkee ( Ccrthia\ 438. 
strepitans (Garrulax), 154. 
sir c pit am ( Garrulax ), 154. 
striata (CorytAocichla), 251. 
striata (Qrammatoptila), 184. 
striata (Grammatoptila), 384. 
striata (hulas', 311. 
striata (Stayhidia), 311. 
striata austeni (Grammatoptila), 18o. 
.striata x*ufigenis (Staphidia), 3i 1* 
striata striata (Grammatoptila), 184. 
s ,rinta striata (Staphidia), 311. 


striatus (Alcunis), 379. 
striatus ( Alcurm), 370. 
striatus ( Garrulax), 184. 
stria tus ( Malacocercus), 194. 
striatus ( Trichophorus ), 370. 
striatus ( Turdimts ), 251. 
strigula (Siva), 313. 
singula castaneieauda (Siva), 814. 
strigula strigula (Siva), 813. 
sty an i (Trochalopt er um ), 157. 
subceerulatus ( J)ryonastes), 142. 
suDecemlatus (Garrulax), 142. 
mhtchraceu m (Pcllorneum), 289. 
subrufa (Argya), 201. 
subrufa (Argya), 201. 
subrufa (Timalia ), 201. 
subimioolor (Trochalopt emm), 171. 
sub unicolor subunicolor (Trochalo¬ 
pt,er urn), 171. 
subviridis (Pams), 01. 
sultanea (Melanocblora), 101. 
sultanea (Me'aw: chi or a), 101. 
sultanea fiavocriatfita (Mebmochlora), 
102 . 

sultanea sultanea (Melanoclilora), 
101. 

sultaneus (Perms), 101. 
guperciliaris (Xiphiramplms), 224. 
mperediaris (Xiphiramphus), 224. 
Suthora, 107. 

Sylviparus, 88. 

iceniura (Cert hi a), 431. 
talifuensis (Troglodytes), 446. 
tahfuensis (AUg it ha Use us:, 95. 
tephrogenys (Trichophorus), 362. 
tephrogenys burmanicus (Criniger); 
364. 

tephrogenys flaveolus (Criniger), 363. 
tepbrogenys grand(Criniger), 365. 
tephrogenys griselceps (Criniger), 365. 
tephrogenys tepbrogenys (Criniger), 
362. 

tephrovola (Pitta), 129. 
terricolor (Pastor), 101. 
terricolor malabaricus (Turdoides), 

192. 

terricolor aindianua (Turdoides), 193. 
terricolor midianus ( Turdoides), 193. 
terricolor terricolor (Turdoides), 101. 
Tesia, 462. 

thompsopi (Corasoplnla), 373. 
thorn psoni ( Cerasophila), 373. 
fhompsoni (Suthora), 115. 
Thringorbina, 261. 

Uhl'tana ( Anothura), 448. 
tibetanus (Corvus), 23. 

. Tiehodroma, 441. 
tickelli (Drymocataphus), 247. 
tickelli (Hemixus), 378. 


tickelli (Ihy/.dpetes), 378. 
tickelli {Pellorueum), 247. 
tickelli {Pomatorhinus), 223. 
tickelli ussairiensis (Pellorneum), 248. 
tickelli tickelli (Pellorneum), 247. 
Timalia, 225. 

Timalitd.f., 134. 

4 IMAUINA3, 136. 
tipliift (jfigithina), 339. 

Uphill {JEf/ithim), 34U. 
tiphia {Motacilla 340, 
tiphia huraei (J£githina), 342. 
tiphia tiphia (JEgithina), 340. 
tiphia zeyloniea (JSgitbma), 342. 
torqnatm ( Gampsorbymhw), 232. 
Tmchycomus, 402. 

Trioholestee. 366. 
r C roc ha loptefum, 1 61 . 

Troglodytes, 444. 
troglodytes (Troglodytes), 445. 
troglodytes negleetus (Troglodytes), 
446. 

troglodytes nepalensis (Troglodytes), 

445. 

troglodytes talifuensis (Troglodytes), 

446. 

troglodytes tibetanus (Troglodytes), 

448. 

TaooifOovTin.'R, 444. 

Turdinuius, 250. 

Turdoides. 190. 


mnbrinus (Cor ms), 23. 
unicolor ( Heteromorpha), 108, 
unicolor (Suthorn), 108. 
miicolor (tintbora), 108. 
Urocissa, 40. 


vayatmnda, ( Coracrias), 50. 
vagabiuida naturalior \Dendrocitta), 
51. 

Parians ( Corvits ), 56. 
varians (Crypsirhina), 56. 
m-riegattm ( Cinelomm)^ 173. 
vuriegatum (Troohalopterum), 173. 
vuriegatun {TrochalopUrum). 173. 
variegatum simile (Troohalopterum), 
174. 

variegatum variegatum (Trochalo- 
ptorum), 173. 
victoria ( Babax ), 188. 

Victoria! ( Certhia ), 437. 

Victoria (Ianthocincla). 101. 
victoria: (Sifcta), 123. 
victoria { Sitta), 123. 


vimpecta austeni (FulYetta), 291 
vinipecta rippovii (Fulvetta), 391. 
vinipecta vmipectfe (FulveUa), 290. 
vinipectus (Proparus), 290. 
v ini pectus {Siva), 290, 
viryatum ( Trochatopteron ), 179. 
virgatuin (Trochalopfcerum), 179. 
viriclis zosterops (Ohloropsis), 351. 
viridissiiua (/Fgithina), 343. 
viridUsima (Mgithina), 343. 
viridissima {ho'a), 343- 
vi'‘ scans cinnamowcovantris {Mr), 407. 
airmens {hole), 406. 


wad del li (Babax), 189. 
waddelli { Babax), 189. 
waldcni {Actimdura), 308. 
waldeni (hrops), 308. 
webbianu bninnea (Suthora), 112, 
webberi {Ixidia ), 409. 
wingatei {Siva), 315. 


Xantbixns, 392. 
xanthochloris (Pteririhius), 335. 
xantboohlom occidentals (Pleru- 
thius), 336. 

xanthochloris ocddentaHs (Vtend him), 

336. 

xanthochloris xanthochloris (Pfceru- 
thius), 335. 

,m n t hoy a/p $ {Ma chfo tophus) ,91. 
xdnthogenys (Pams), 91. 
xanthogenys aplonotus (Maclilo- 
lophua), 92. 

xanthogenys xanthogenys (Maoldo- 
lopbus), 91. 

xmtholamm (Brachypus), 41 5. 
xantbohmnua (Pyenonotus), 415. 
xantholcemus ( Pycvonotus % 415. 
xa/ithoieuco. {Krpornis), 325.^ 
xantholenca {Herporn-is ), 325. 
xantholeuca xantholenca (Erpornis), 

3*25. 

xanlhorrhous {Pycnonotm), 411. 
Xiphiramplms, 224. 

yangpiensis ( Yuhina), 318. 

Yuinua, 316. 

yuimanenm {Certhia), 432. 

2 cy Ionic a ( Motacilla ), 342. 
zostcrops (Chloropsis ), 351. 
ztigmayeri (Comis), 34. 
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